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		Text

iii

Greek Name: Kata Ioannen, “According to John”

John
Purpose
to show that Jesus’ works and
His own statements prove that He is
in fact God in human flesh, so that
“you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His
name” (John 20:31)

Outline
1
2-11
12-19
20
21

Biography of the Apostle John
Youngest of twelve disciples.
A fisherman. (Mt. 4:21-22)
James and John called Boanerges, “sons
of thunder” (Mk. 3:17)
“the disciple who Jesus loved”.
(John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20)
6 AD

Born, son of Zebedee and
younger brother of James. (Matt. 4:21

Age
0

27 AD

Called as an apostle. (Matt. 4:21-22)

21

29 AD

At Jesus’ Transfiguration. (Mark 9:2)

23

Reclined on Jesus at the Last Supper.
(John 13:23-26)
30 AD

Passion week
Resurrection
Epilogue

43rd book : 21 chapters : 879 verses
1

24

At the Cross. (Mark 14:32-33; John 19:25-27)

Jesus is the Word
Jesus’ three-year ministry

Garden of Gethsemene with Christ. (Mk. 14:32-33)

At Jesus’ tomb. (John 20:2-10)
90 AD

Wrote the Gospel of John from Ephesus.

84

90-95
AD

Wrote 1st, 2nd & 3rd John from Ephesus.

8489

95 AD

Exiled to Patmos by Emperor Domitian (reign: 81-96
AD). Wrote Revelations (Rev. 1:9).

89

96 AD

Domitian assassinated (96 AD); Emperor Nerva
(reign: 96-98 AD) stripped Domitian of honors and freed
all exiles; John returned to Ephesus.

90

Died in Ephesus under the reign of Emperor Trajan
101 AD (reign: 98-117 AD), who bathed the empire red in the
blood of Christians.
2

95

The Gospel of John
Introduction

Notes

Outline

1. Author & Approximate Date.
• Youngest apostle ~ 21.

27 AD

• Oldest author ~ 84

90 AD

2. Audience & Argument.
		Author

Audience

Argument

Jews

Messiah

• Mark

Gentiles

Servant

• Luke

Romans

Son of Man

• John

Church

Son of God

• Matthew

❏ Wednesday - Theme: The Deity of Jesus Christ.

One of the primary purposes of the Gospel of John is to declare the deity of Jesus Christ:
that Jesus is God in human flesh! And so John starts His gospel, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God … And the Word
became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:1, 14). Elsewhere in John’s
gospel, Christ is called “the only begotten God” (John 1:18, NASB), and the “I AM”
(John 8:24, 8:58, 18:5; cf. Ex. 3:14). It is John who records Jesus’ statement, “I and
the Father are One” (John 10:30), and again “He who has seen Me, has seen the Father
(John 14:9). And it is John who highlights the worship that Jesus received and accepted
(John 9:38, 20:28). Dear Christian, your Savior is God Himself! Worship Christ, your
King! (Rev. 17:14; 19:16).
Read Philippians 2:8-11

9x

4. Abbreviated Outline.

• Jesus is the Word.

Chap.

❏ Thursday - The Names of Christ.

In the writings of John there are more names of Christ than in the rest of the New
Testament combined. In the Gospel of John, Christ is “the Word” (1:1, 1:14), “the only
begotten God” (1:18, NASB), “the Lamb of God” (1:29, 1:34), “the Son of God” (9x),
“the only begotten Son” (3:16, 3:18), “the bread of life” (6:35, 48), “the light of the
world” (8;12, 9:5), the “I AM” (8:24, 8:58, 18:5), “the door” (10:7, 10:9), “the good
shepherd” (10:11, 10:14), “the way, the truth and the life” (14:6), and “the true vine”
(15:1, 15:5). Add a plethora of other names listed in John’s epistles and Revelation, and
in John’s writings we behold Christ in all of His fullness.
Read the above verses

1

• Three Ministry.

2-11

• Passion Week.

12-19

• Resurrection.

20

• Epilogue.

21

❏ Friday - Application: You Must Be Born-Again.

John declares his desired outcome for those who read his gospel: “these [things] have
been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). But the bare fact that
Jesus is the Son of God, which is a statement of His deity, cannot save us. Indeed,
even the demons believe such things, but remain unchanged (cf. James 2:19). No,
we must let these truths transform us. “You must be born again!” Jesus declared
(John 3:3).
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17

5. Applications.
• You must believe.
• You must be born-again.

“Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee … He saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending
their nets; and He called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and
followed Him” (Mt. 4:18‑22). When Jesus called John to be an apostle, John was no
more than 21 years old. The fact is that God often calls young men and women to carry
out His purposes. Jeremiah was probably in his early 20’s when the Lord appointed him
a prophet to Judah (Jer. 1:4‑7). David was the youngest of Jesse’s 7 sons and only about
15 years of age when God anointed him king of Israel (1 Sam 16:1‑13), and a mere 17
years old when he defeated Goliath. Young Christian, “Let no one look down on your
youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an
example of those who believe” (1 Tim. 4:12).
Read Jeremiah 1:4-7
When the apostle John wrote his gospel, he was in his mid 80’s and he was the last living
apostle. One-by-one his fellow apostles had been martyred, but John was miraculously
spared. At the time he wrote the Gospel of John, he had been an apostle for over 60 years!
The Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint. Therefore “you have need of endurance,
so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised”
(Heb. 10:36).
Read Hebrews 12:1-2

• Other Names.

		Theme

❏ Monday - John, The Youngest Apostle.

❏ Tuesday - John, The Oldest Apostle.

3. Attributes / Names of Christ.
• Son of God.

The Gospel of John, Daily Devotions

(20:31)
(3:3)

3

4

John 1:1-5
Jesus is the Word, Part 1

Outline

1. The Word in
Revelation.

Notes

(John 1:1-2)

• Jesus is the Word,
Greek: logos.
• The fullest revelation
of God’s wisdom & will.

2. The Word in
Triune Relation.

John 1:1
John writes, “In the beginning was the Word [Greek: logos], and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). At His incarnation, they called Him Jesus
(Mt. 1:21), but from all eternity He was the Logos. Yet this name of Christ has a much
broader meaning than “word,” as is translated in our English text. Within the context
of our passage, logos refers to the fullest revelation of God’s wisdom and will. Christ is
the Word, the logos, “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”
(Col. 2:2-3). Herein lies the beauty of God’s will -- God doesn’t just give me a map and
then tell me to find my own way; no rather, Christ, the wisdom of God, lives inside of
me and says, “I am the Way” (John 14:6).
Read 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30

• Jesus is with God
Jesus is God.
(John 1:3)

John 1:3
Of God the Son, John writes, “All things came into being through Him, and apart
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being” (John 1:3). Who was it
that said, “Let there be light”; and there was light? (Gen. 1:3). Who made heaven and
filled it with angels? Who created the sun, the moon and stars and set them all in their
places? And who was it that made man in His own image? Dear friend, it was Christ,
the Word. He said, “Let there be…” and there was. “Praise Him, all His angels; praise
Him, all His hosts! Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all stars of light! … Let them
praise the name of the Lord, for He commanded and they were created” (Psa. 148:1‑5).
Dear Christian, enter into all Creation’s praise!
Read Colossians 1:16, 17

❏ Wednesday - Christ, The Creator.

• Fiat creation:
Creation by command
• Identity of the Speaker
in Genesis 1?

4. The Word in
Generation.

(John 1:4)

John 1:4
Here, the apostle teaches us that God the Son doesn’t just give life (cf. John 5:21), He
IS life: “In Him was life” (John 1:4). Everyone would love to have eternal life, but not
everyone wants Christ. Yet the two are one in the same. “And the testimony is this,
that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has
the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life” (1 John 5:11‑12).
Christ does not give a man eternal life so that he can live independent of Christ. Rather,
He gives Himself and says, “I am the life.”
Read John 11:25, 14:6

❏ Thursday - Christ, The Life.

• Jesus is Life.

• Jesus / Eternal life
are inseparable.

5. The Word in
Illumination.

John 1:1-2
Matthew’s gospel traces Jesus’ human lineage back to Abraham (Mt. 1:1-17), and
Luke’s gospel traces Christ all the way back to Adam (Lk. 3:23-37). But John’s gospel
contains no human lineage whatsoever, for the other gospel writers had already proven
Jesus’ true humanity, and His lineage from the royal line of King David. Rather, in the
opening verses of his gospel, John traces backward, not Jesus’ humanity, but His deity.
John looks back before Abraham (John 8:58), before Adam, before time; back in eternity
past, before there was anything but God (John 17:5). He writes, “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God” (John 1:1‑2). At the outset, John shows us Christ in the Trinity: Jesus is
God and with God at the same time! The apostle wastes no time trying to build up to
a crescendo; no, he starts us out on the mountain top, and shows us Christ in all of His
glory, before time began. Dear Christian, fall on your face! Worship Christ: He is your
Lord, He is your King, and He is your God!
Read John 20:19-29

❏ Monday - Christ, in the Triune Relationship.

❏ Tuesday - Christ, The Wisdom of God.

(John 1:1-2)

• No human
genealogy given.

3. The Word in
Creation.

John 1:1-5, Daily Devotions

(John 1:4-5)

John 1:5
Isaiah prophesied, “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who
live in a dark land, the light will shine on them” (Isaiah 9:2). This world is full of
darkness, men and women living their lives without purpose, without meaning, existing
not living, a living death. Into this meaningless existence, Christ shines as a beacon of
hope to reveal God and to reveal life. “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of
men” (John 1:5). Christian, walk as children of light (Eph. 5:1-12) Read John 8:12

❏ Friday - Christ, The Light.

• Light = Revelation
of Life / God
• The world cannot
apprehend the Light.
5

6

John 1:6-18
Jesus is the Word, Part 2

Notes

Outline

1. The Last Prophet
of God.
(John 1:6-9, 15)

• John the Baptist,
set apart before birth.

(Lk. 1:5-24)

• Last “Old Covenant”
prophet office-holder.

(Heb. 1:1-2)
(John 3:30)

• They prophesied, but
Jesus is the Word.

(Acts 3:24)
(John 1:1, 14)

John 1:12
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God”
(John 1:12 ). Christ has removed our certificate of debt (Col. 2:14), and given us instead
a certificate of adoption (Rom. 8:15; Eph. 1:5), giving us full rights as sons and daughters
of God. “Behold, what manner of love the Father has given unto us, that we should be
called children of God; and such we are!” (1 John 3:1). Now then, child of God, “walk
in a manner worthy of your calling”! (Eph. 4:1).
Read Galatians 4:4-7
John 1:13
How did you receive Christ? “I believed the message of the Gospel.” Yes, that is the
only way of salvation, but how did you believe? “By the exercise of my free will,”
says one. How is that? The Bible declares that you were not free, but “a slave of sin”
(John 8:34; Rom. 6:20), “dead in your trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). What can a dead
man do? Nothing! Now, I ask you, what part did you have in your physical birth? None,
and that is precisely why the Bible likens salvation to birth, and calls the new Christian
“born again” (John 3:3), because you “were born [again], not by … the [enslaved] will
of man, but of God” (John 1:13). And what should be our response to our new birth,
but to offer up continual praise to our Heavenly Father. As it is written, “Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again” (1 Peter 1:3).
Read John 6:44; Acts 13:48

❏ Wednesday - Born by the Will of God.

(John 1:10-13)

(John 3:16)

• He gave [legal] right:
Certificate of debt vs.
Certificate of adoption.
• Born by the
will of God.

(Col. 2:14)
(Rom. 8:15)

John 1:16-17
John writes, “For of [Christ’s] fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace”
(John 1:16). The Christian life from beginning to end is a function of God’s grace
which may be defined as His unmerited favor. The child of God is saved by grace
(Eph. 2:8), sanctified by grace (Rom. 6:14), and surrounded with grace as a shield
(Psa. 5:12). Like the waves of the ocean, “grace upon grace” continually washes
over God’s people. “Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus, vast, unmeasured, boundless,
free; rolling as a mighty ocean, in its fullness over me” (Hymn). Christian, today,
stop and take notice of the unearned, unmerited favor of God that is toward you and
surrounds you.
Read 2 Peter 1:2

(1 Pet. 1:3)
(cf. John 1:3)

❏ Thursday - Waves of Grace.

3. The Incarnate Word
of God.
(John 1:14-18)

• dwelt, Gk: tabernacled.
• John, saw His glory.

(Rev. 21:3)
(Mt. 17:1-2)

• He existed before me.

(John 1:15)

• Grace upon grace.

(John 1:16)

• The only begotten God.

(NASB)

• explained, Gk: exegetes

(Col. 2:9)

John 1:6-8
Speaking of John the Baptist, our text reads, “There came a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe
through him. He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light” (John 1:6‑8).
John the Baptist was commissioned by God, even before his conception (Lk. 1:5-24,
59‑66). The same is said of Jeremiah (Jer. 1:4-5), and the apostle Paul (Gal. 1:15). The
Scriptures explicitly state that these men were set apart to point people to God. But is
that true only of these men, or only of apostles and prophets? No! Christian, you too
have been set apart, to be a one-way sign to point people to Jesus Christ. Dear, man or
woman of God, fulfill your commission today!
Read 1 Peter 2:9, 3:15

❏ Monday - Set Apart for God.

❏ Tuesday - Children of God.

2. The Children
of God.
• As many as
received Him…

John 1:6-18, Daily Devotions

John 1:14, 18
Concerning Christ, the apostle John writes, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt
among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father … No
man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father,
He has explained Him” (John 1:14, 18, NASB). Christ “is the image of the invisible
God” (Col. 1:15), “the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature”
(Heb. 1:3). “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9). Jesus
said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9). “I and the Father are one”
(Jn. 10:30). Worship Christ the King!
Read John 14:8-11

❏ Friday - The Only Begotten God.

7

8

John 1:19-34
The Ministry of John the Baptist

Notes

Outline
1. Who Are You?
(John 1:19-23)

• Are you the Christ?
(Gen. 3:15, Mal. 4:2)

• Are you Elijah?

(2 Kgs. 2:11; Mal. 4:5-6; Lk. 1:17; Mt. 11:7-14)

• Are you the Prophet?

(Deut. 18:15, 18; cf. Jn. 1:1, 14, 18)

• The voice of one.
(Mt. 11:11)

2. Why are you baptizing?
(John 1:24-28)

• John’s baptism.
(Luke 3:3)

• John baptized Jews.
(Mt. 3:1-5)

• John baptized Jesus.
(Mt. 3:13-17)

3. Behold, the Lamb!
(John 1:29-34)

• Requirement for
the sin sacrifice.
(Lev. 4)

• OT sacrifices
were a kaphar.
(Heb. 10:1-4)

• A lamb that can
take my sin away.
(Heb. 10:11-12, 14)

9

John 1:19-34, Daily Devotions

John 1:23
John was the last official prophet under the old covenant. The prophet’s job was to point
the people back to God, and to stir up their hope in the coming Messiah. And so, when
Christ came, the ministry of the prophets was complete (Acts 3:24). No official office
of prophet or apostle exists today, for those who once faithfully filled these positions,
completed their job long ago by laying the foundation of the church (Eph. 2:19‑20).
Nevertheless, in a general sense, every Christian is a believer-priest and prophet
(Rev. 1:6), given a great commission (Mt. 28:19) to proclaim God’s written Word.
And just as John was the last prophet under the old covenant, so we may be the last
“prophets” under the new covenant, unless the Lord taries. John was the “voice of one
crying in the wilderness” (John 1:23); you may be the one voice for Christ in your office,
your extended family, or your neighborhood. John’s ministry was to prepare people’s
hearts before Christ’s first advent. Your job, twenty-first century Christian, is to prepare
them for His second advent. Christ is coming back, His arrival may be sooner than we
think. Talk to your friends, family and co-workers about Him: “Prepare the way of the
Lord!”
Read 1 Peter 2:9, 3:15; 2 Timothy 2:15
❏ Tuesday - God’s People Need Washing!
John 1:24-28
Under the Old Covenant, Gentiles were considered “unclean” (Ezra 9:11), and so if
a Gentile wished to convert to Judaism, symbolic baptismal washings were required,
signifying one being cleansed from his old way of life. But as we enter the New Testament,
the first baptisms we read about were those performed by John the baptist. There we see
John baptizing, not Gentiles, but Jews! Scripture reports, “All of Judea was coming out to
be baptized by John” (Mt. 3:5), meaning that God’s own people were unclean, and John’s
message to them was, “Repent!” (Mt. 3:2). Today, as much as at any time in history,
God’s own people need to be washed. Confess your sins, Christian, “repent and return, so
that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). Read 2 Chronicles 7:4; Isaiah 1:16-18; James 4:8
❏ Wednesday - A Perfect Lamb for Our Sin Offering.
John 1:29
Of Christ, John the baptist declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world!” (Jn. 1:29, cf. v.36). These words point back to the Old Testament (OT)
sin offering which had to be an animal “without defect” (Lev. 4:3). Yet OT sacrifices
were inadequate, “for it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins”
(Heb. 10:4). These merely foreshadowed Christ’s perfect sacrifice. Christian, you have
been redeemed “with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood
of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18-19). Read Hebrews 4:15, 7:26; 1 Peter 1:19, 2:22; 1 John 3:5
❏ Thursday - Behold, the Lamb Who Takes Away Our Sin. John 1:29
Animal sacrifices could never take away the guilt and punishment for sins (Heb. 10:4),
but merely covered it until Christ’s perfect sacrifice took it away “once and for all” (Heb.
7:27, 9:12, 10:10). No greater words did John the baptist ever speak than these, “Behold,
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn. 1:29). Read Micah 7:19
❏ Friday - Christ, the Head of the Church.
John 1:29-34
As John was baptizing, Jesus came upon the scene and asked John to baptize Him
(Mt. 3:13). But John’s was a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins
(Lk. 3:3), so why did the sinless Son of God need to be baptized? That has bothered
scholars and theologians throughout history and most of all it bothered John! He said
to Jesus, “Lord, I have need to be baptized by You!” (Mt. 3:14). “But Jesus answering
said to him, ‘Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.’ Then he permitted Him” (Mt. 3:13-15). As the sinless Son of God,
Jesus had no need to be baptized. But as the Head of the Church, representing His
people before the face of God, Jesus was baptized. The sins of His people were to be
laid upon Him at the cross and so He was baptized for us as One who would be our
sin bearer.
Read Isaiah 53:11-12; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24

❏ Monday - The Voice of One.
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John 1:35-51
Christ’s First Followers

Notes

Outline

1. John’s Discipleship.
(John 1:35-40)

• John’s disciples became Christ’s

John 1:35-51, Daily Devotions
John 1:35-37
“Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as
He walked, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him speak, and
they followed Jesus” (John 1:35-37). Before these two men became disciples of Jesus,
they were disciples of John the Baptist. While it is the job of every Christian to make
disciples (Mt. 28:19), it is not to make followers for ourselves, but for Christ. Whether
it is a Christian parent raising a child, a Christian woman discipling younger women,
or a Sunday School teacher instructing his class, the goal of all Christian discipleship
is to make disciples who can follow Christ on their own.
Read Colossians 1:28

❏ Monday - The Fruit of a Disciple is Another Disciple.

John 1:40-42
“One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother. He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the
Messiah’ (which translated means Christ). He brought him to Jesus” (John 1:40-42).
In his excitement, Andrew’s first reaction was to find his brother and bring him to Christ.
Someone has described Christian evangelism as one beggar telling another poor beggar
where he found bread. This is another litmus test of authentic Christianity: the desire
to know Christ and make Him known. Are you a Christian? Then go and tell someone
today that you have found the Bread of Life (John 6:35).
Read 1 Peter 3:15

❏ Tuesday - True Faith is Inviting.

(John 3:30)

• Paul’s method in Corinth.

(1 Cor. 3:1-2, 4:6, 11:1, 14:20; 2 Cor. 11:2)

2. Andrew’s Declaration.
(John 1:41)

• The new disciple’s excitement.

John 1:42
“Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called
Cephas’ (which is translated Peter)’” (John 1:42). The name Cephas (Aramaic) or Peter
(Greek), meaning “rock,” was Jesus’ nickname for this disciple and it characterized not
what Peter was at that moment, but rather what Christ would make of him. Certainly
Peter was no rock when Jesus called him, for he constantly vacillated between faith
and fear (Mt. 14:28-30; 26:33-35, 69-75). Nevertheless, by God’s grace and Christ’s
prayers, Peter gradually grew into his name (Lk. 22:31-32). Dear reader, do you despair
because you do not perfectly live up to the name “Christian” or “saint” (1 Cor. 1:2)?
Here is God’s promise to you: “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until
the day of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:6). And so the Christian can say, “Thank God that I am
not what I once was (Eph. 2:1‑3, 11-12), and by the grace of God I am not what I will
become (1 John 3:2; 1 Cor.15:51‑53).”
Read 2 Corinthians 3:18

(Acts 3:1-8)

❏ Wednesday - He Calls Us What We Will Be in Christ.

• A beggar finds bread.
(John 6:35)

3. Simon’s Destiny.
(John 1:42)

• The [future] rock.

(Matthew 14:28-30; 26:33-35, 69-75)

• “Christians” and “saints”.
(1 Cor. 1:2)

John 1:43
“The next day [Jesus] purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip” (John 1:43).
[Then] Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses
in the Law and also the Prophets wrote” (John 1:45). Philip states here that he found
Jesus, and yet the text explicitly says that Jesus found Philip. God is always the Initiator.
We choose Christ, because He first chose us (Acts 13:48); we love God, because He
first loved us (1 John 4:19); we are energized to seek for God, only after He first seeks
and saves us (Rom. 3:11; Lk. 19:10). Jesus said, “You did not choose Me but I chose
you” (John 15:16). Let us then worship Christ as King over all of our holy affections
and impulses, for He is the only source of holy desire in men or angels. Apart from Him
we can do nothing (John 15:5).
Read John 1:12-13; Philippians 2:12-13

❏ Thursday - Jesus Found Me So That I Could Find Him.

4. Philip’s Discovery.
(John 1:43-46)

• Christ found Philip.
(John 15:16)

• God is always the Initiator.

(Acts 13:48; 1 Jn. 4:19; Rom. 3:11; Lk. 19:10)

5. Nathanael’s Door.

John 1:51
Jacob had a dream of a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, and the angels ascending
and descending on it (Gen. 28:12). Two thousand years later Christ explained that
dream: “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man” (John 1:51). Jacob’s ladder is Christ,
who is the only access to heaven from earth. This must be our message: Jesus Christ is
the only Door (John 10:9), the Narrow Gate (Mt. 7:13-14); the only Way (John 14:6)
to heaven.
Read Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5

(John 1:47-51)

❏ Friday - Jacob’s Ladder.

• Jacob’s dream.
(Genesis 28:12)

• The bridge to life.
(John 14:6)
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John 2:1-12
Jesus’ First Miracle

Notes

Outline
1. The Wedding.
• Jewish celebrations
lasted several days.

John 2:1-3
“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there; and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. When the wine
ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, ‘They have no wine’” (John 2:1-3). But Jesus
“is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20), and
so He made 180 gallons of the finest wine imaginable! (John 2:3-10). Later, a great
multitude assembled to hear Jesus speak, and it was dinner time and they were hungry.
“We have here only five loaves and two fish,” the disciples said. But Jesus is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, and so He fed the five thousand,
and there were twelve baskets of leftovers (Mt. 14:15-21). The fact is that God does not
dispense His grace with an eyedropper, but is rich in mercy toward His people (Eph. 2:4);
He pours out blessing until it overflows (Mal. 3:10; Psa. 23:5; He is “abounding in
lovingkindness” (Psa. 103:8), and “He gives a greater grace” to His people; Greek,
mega grace (Jam. 4:6). Yes, “in [Christ] we have redemption … according to the riches
of His grace, which He lavished upon us” (Eph. 1:7-8). Dear Christian, do not say what
Christ cannot do, but remember that He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that you ask or think.
Read Proverbs 3:5

(Gen. 29:21-27)

(John 2:11)

• Removing sacred
secular distinctions.

(1 Cor. 10:31)

2. The Woman.
• She knew
who He was.

(Lk. 1:26-35)

• Change in
relationship.

(Rom. 10:9)

• Whatever He
says, do it.

(Prov. 3:5-6)

John 2:9
“When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where
it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew)” (John 2:9). The servants
at the wedding in Cana witnessed a miracle, but the guests who sat at the party were
probably ignorant of what had happened. Those who witness the miraculous power of
God are those who serve, not those who sit. In serving Christ we are privileged to see
His working, which others miss.
Read Matthew 17:1-8

❏ Wednesday - The Servant’s Privilege.

John 2:9-10
“When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine… [he said] you have
kept the good wine until now” (John 2:9-10). God is in the business of turning ordinary
things into extraordinary things; here, ordinary water into vintage wine. Many such
examples fill the pages of Scripture. What was special about the burning bush on
Mount Sinai? (Ex. 3:1-6). Nothing! But any old bush can reveal God’s glory, if God is
in it. So also, God makes extraordinary saints out of ordinary sinners. He used Moses,
who was “slow of speech and slow of tongue,” to deliver Israel from bondage in Egypt
(Ex. 4:10). He used Paul, whose speech was “contemptible” and his personal presence
“unimpressive” (2 Cor. 10:10), to be perhaps the greatest evangelist, theologian and
church planter in the first century. And He can use you, Christian, with all of your
frailties and imperfections, to accomplish His great purposes; and it is not dependent
upon your ability, but rather your availability.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:26‑31

❏ Thursday - The Ordinary Into Extraordinary.

3. The Wine.
(Eph. 3:20)

• The servant’s
privilege.

(Mt. 17:1-8)

• Ordinary into
extraordinary.

(1 Cor. 1:26-31)

• In Jesus, the  
best comes last.

John 2:1-12
The beginning of Moses’ miracles was turning water into blood (Ex. 7:20); the beginning
of Christ’s miracles was turning water into wine (John 2:3-10); which reminds us of
the difference between the law of Moses and the gospel of Christ (Matthew Henry).
The Law condemns us to death; the Gospel commends us to life. “For the Law was
given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).
Take an inventory, today, of God’s grace in your life (Psa. 103:2). Read Romans 6:14

❏ Tuesday - The Lavishness of God’s Grace.

• First manifestation  
of Messianic power.

• God’s lavishness.

John 2:1-12, Daily Devotions

❏ Monday - Law & Grace.

John 2:11
“This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory,
and His disciples believed in Him” (John 2:11). For millennia the Jews had awaited for
Messiah, with great expectations concerning the first manifestation of His Messianic
power. Yet Christ’s first miracle was at a common wedding, for He desires access into
the daily, routine and even mundane activities of our lives, to breakdown all sacred /
secular distinctions in our thinking.
Read 1 Corinthians 10:31

❏ Friday - No Sacred / Secular Distinction.

(1 Cor. 2:9)
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John 2:13-25
Zeal For My Father’s House

Notes

Outline
1. John, Chapter 2 Overview.
• Christ refreshes those at
the Wedding in Cana.

John 2:13-25, Daily Devotions

John 2:13-25
In John, chapter 2, we see two sides of Christ’s character. At the wedding in Cana
(v. 1-12), Christ is the Joy-Bringer who delights to minister to human need and bring
gladness to our relationships. But at the Passover in Jerusalem (v. 13-25), He is filled
with holy indignation and comes with a whip and stern rebuke. Dear Christian, are
you willing to accept that Christ’s rebuke is as much an expression of His love as His
tenderness and compassion? “For whom the Lord loves He disciplines and He scourges
every son whom He receives” (Heb. 12:6).
Read Hebrews 12:5-11

❏ Monday - Two Sides of Christ’s Love.

John 2:13-14, 16
“The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He found in
the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers
seated at their tables” (John 2:13-14). We may fault the materialistic mentality of
those first-century worshippers, but isn’t the twenty-first century church just as crass?
The truth is that organized religion today has become a multi-billion dollar business,
and many of its ministers are prophets for profit. “Stop making My Father’s house a
place of business!” (John 2:16), is Jesus’ rebuke to the church today, as much as at any
time. Let each of us ask ourselves: Would God be worthy of worship, honor and praise,
even if there were no earthly benefit personally for me?
Read 1 Timothy 6:5-6

❏ Tuesday - The Business of Religion.

(John 2:1-12)

• Christ rebukes those at
the Passover in Jerusalem.
(John 2:13-25)

Application: Will I accept the
Lord’s refreshment & rebuke as
equal expressions of His love?

John 2:15
Our text reads, “And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple”
(John 2:15). Christ drove the animals, merchants and money-changers out of that Old
Covenant temple; but now, under the New Covenant, the Bible declares that you are
the temple of God, Christian. And so, if Christ should come with His scourge to drive
out the beasts that reside in your heart, we should remember, as the disciples did, His
all-consuming zeal for His Father’s house, which now is you. Read 1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19

❏ Wednesday - You Are Christ’s Temple.

2. The Business of Religion.
• Jewish practice at Passover.
(John 2:13-14)

• 21st century church practice.
(1 Tim. 6:5-10)

Application: Would I still trust
and follow Jesus if there were
no earthly profit or benefit?

John 2:17
When Jesus drove out the merchants and their animals and overturned the tables of the
money-changers, “His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your house
will consume Me’” (John 2:17; cf. Psalm 69:9). Jesus is zealous for His Father’s house,
which today is the local church, corporately speaking. If we wish to be Christ-like, then
we must cultivate a similar zealousness for the place where we worship: zealousness
to serve, zealousness for its upkeep, for its purity and growth, zealousness to invite
our friends and neighbors. Perhaps you love your church, but you feel a little less than
zealous. What can you do to feel the zeal? Draw near to the One whom the Bible declares
is “consumed” with zeal for His Father’s house. Read Titus 2:14; Revelation 3:19-20

❏ Thursday - Feel the Zeal!

3. Christ’s Zeal for His House.
• It consumes Him.
(John 2:17; Psa. 69:9)

• OT vs. NT temple.
(1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19)

Application: Christ-likeness
means that I must feel the zeal
for my local church.

John 2:18-22
By cleansing the temple, Jesus fulfilled a 400 year old Messianic prophecy, “And the
Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the Messenger of the
covenant … will purify the sons of Levi” (Mal. 3:1-3). But after He cleansed the Temple
the Jews said to Jesus, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these
things?” (John 2:18). Cleansing the temple was the sign that Jesus is the Messiah, but
they didn’t get it. And how often do we ourselves ask Christ prove Himself before we
will trust Him? We set conditions, “If you do this, then I will do that” or “If you do such
and such, then I will know that you love me.” But Jesus pointed to His resurrection as
all the proof that we need, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up’ …
speaking of the temple of His body” (John 2:19-21). Christian, Jesus Christ was pierced
for your transgressions, He was crushed for your iniquities (Isa. 53:5), and He was raised
for your justification (Rom. 4:25). Jesus’ resurrection is the sign and seal of all of His
claims, He has nothing left to prove. Trust, don’t test, Him today. Read John 20:24-29

❏ Friday - What Else Does Christ Have to Prove?

4. Proof Jesus is Messiah.
• Cleansing the temple.

(Malachi 3:1-3; John 2:13-18)

• Resurrection from the dead.
(John 2:14-22)

Application: Nothing else is
necessary to prove Christ’s love
and promises. Trust & obey.
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John 3:1-21
One Must Be Born Again!

Notes

Outline

1. Nicodemus’ Pedigree.
(John 3:1-2)

• A Pharisee,
Law professor/teacher.

(John 1:1)

• A Religious Leader,
70-man Sanhedrin.

(John 1:1)

John 3:3
Christianity consists in this: That we know our old nature to be unfixable, unreformable,
unredeemable and unsavable; that nothing in it can be mended, repaired, or salvaged;
and that no self-help class, 12-step program, or new years resolutions can fix it. No,
the old man must die and be raised a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17); “you must
be born again,” Jesus declared (John 3:3). The Christian life is not a fixed-up old life,
but a whole new life. It is not Christ sprinkled on the old life to add a little flavor, and
it is not even inviting Christ to become a part of one’s life. Friend, Christ does not want
to be a part of your life; He wants to be your life!
Read Galatians 2:20

(John 3:3-8)

John 3:3
“Jesus answered and said to [Nicodemus], ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God’” (John 3:3). Our Savior employs the imagery
of birth to liken our entrance into the Christian life. Like physical birth, spiritual birth
is passive; that is, one has no active role in causing one’s own birth. Those who are
born of the Spirit are “born not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God” (John 1:13). But unlike physical birth which always ends in death, spiritual birth
always results in eternal life. And so, here is a riddle that you must unravel: Born once,
die twice; born twice, die once.
Read John 3:16, 11:25-26

• Indifferent to Status, (Acts 10:34)
Nationality, wealth, standing.

❏ Wednesday - Physical & Spiritual Birth Compared.

(Gen. 6:5)

• Birth Analogy,
(John 1:13)
Not man’s will, but God’s.

John 3:10
After Jesus’ explanation of spiritual birth, “Nicodemus answered and said to Him, ‘How
can these things be?’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Are you the teacher of Israel, and
do not understand these things?’” (Jn. 3:10). Nicodemus was supposed to be a religious
expert, but he didn’t have a clue about how to get to heaven. The same can be said for
the religious leaders of the man-made religions today. But the Son of God came from
heaven to earth to show the way, by pointing to Himself. Read John 14:6; Acts 4:12

❏ Thursday - Wisdom from on High.

3. Nicodemus’ Perplexity.
(John 3:9-12)

• Earthly confusion
(Prov. 3:5-6)
about a spiritual question.

John 3:14
When Israel grumbled against the Lord, “The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people
and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. … And Moses made a bronze
serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, when
he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived” (Num. 21:4-9). Here, in John 3, Christ applies
this imagery to Himself, when He declares, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever believes will in
Him have eternal life” (John 3:14). Christ is our bronze serpent. Bronze is a picture of
judgment and sacrifice, for on the bronze altar (Ex. 27) Israel offered its sacrifices for
sin (Lev. 1-5). And just as the serpent of old, who is Satan, is kind of a figurehead of
the curse (Gen. 3:14‑15), so also Christ became a curse for us (Gal. 3:13). Now then,
all of us have been bitten by that fiery serpent (Rom. 3:23), who is the devil (Gen. 3:1;
Rev. 12:9), but as Christ was lifted up on the cross, so too all those who look to Him
shall live.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21

❏ Friday - Christ: Our Bronze Serpent.

4. Jesus’ Preaching.
(John 3:13-21)

• Jesus’ Descension,
(Jn. 3:13)
One eyewitness of heaven.
• Serpent in Wilderness,
One snakebite remedy.

(Jn. 3:14-15)

• Judged by Our Faith,
One Savior from sin.

(Jn. 3:16-21)

John 1:1-3
By all earthly standards of religion, Nicodemus had it made. He was a Jew, one of
God’s chosen people. He was a Pharisee, a man who spent his whole life trying to
keep the requirements of the Law. He was a ruler among the Jews, a part of the seventy
member Sanhedrin, the supreme court and governing parliament of Israel. Yet, earthly
accomplishments, reputation, rank, social status, wealth, and family history cannot
earn eternal life, for God does not show partiality concerning these things (Acts 10:34;
Eph. 6:9). To all, including this aristocrat, Jesus proclaims, “You must be bornagain”.
Read Ephesians 2:8-9

❏ Monday - God Shows No Partiality to Earthly Rank.

❏ Tuesday - Our Old Nature is Unfixable.

2. Jesus’ Proclamation.

• Old Nature Totalled,
Mind, will & emotions.

John 3:1-21, Daily Devotions
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John 3:16-21
God So Loved the World

Notes

Outline

1. God So Loved
the World.

		 Three Schools of Thought:
• Electing love.

Verses to Ponder
Psalm 5:5 -

(John 3:17)

• Benevolent love.

Psalm 7:11 -

(Mt. 5:44-45)

Psalm 11:5 -

(John 3:36)

Hosea 9:15 -

• Indiscriminate love.

Prov. 6:16-19 Rom. 1:18 -

		 Reason for the Debate:

Rom. 9:13 -

• Statements about God’s
attitude toward wicked.

(John 3:36)

2. He Gave His Only
Begotten Son.
• Greek: monogenus
• Allusion to Abraham.

3. Whosoever
Believeth.

• A real offer to all.

(John 3:16)

• Self-judgment.

(John 3:17-18)

• Who would reject it?

(John 3:19-21)

• The effectual call.

John 3:16
In this life God demonstrates a measure of benevolence even to His enemies, “For He
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.” And in like fashion He commands His people, “Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in
heaven” (Mt. 5:44‑45).
Read Romans 12:19-20

❏ Tuesday - Love Your Enemy.

John 3:16
Our text says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16, KJV).
But in what respect was/is Christ begotten? Does the term “begotten” refer to Christ’s
immaculate conception and virgin birth? No, the Greek word monogenus used here refers
not to time but essence. It means that the Son is begotten of the same eternal essence
as God the Father. Therefore, the term is actually a declaration of Christ’s deity and
eternal coexistence within the Trinity. Whereas believers are adopted sons and daughters
(Rom. 8:14-17; Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5), Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son, because He
is God, of the same divine essence as the Father. And what should be our response to
this wonderful truth, but to render unbridled praise to Him who did not spare His only
Son, but delivered Him up for us all (Rom. 8:32).
Read John 1:1-2, 14, 18

❏ Wednesday - Jesus Christ, The Only Begotten Son.

John 3:17-18
“For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might
be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe
has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God” (John 3:17-18). Christ came not to judge but to be judged for the sins of
all of those who would believe in Him. Nevertheless, when He returns Christ will come
not as a sacrifice for sin, as He did at His first advent, but as the Judge of all mankind
(Rev. 19:11), but not to determine where each one will spend eternity, for we decide
that by our acceptance or rejection of Christ in this life (Acts 13:46). No, “we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10),
to determine degrees of eternal reward in heaven (1 Cor. 3:11‑15), or degrees of eternal
punishment in hell (Rom. 2:5).
Read Hebrews 9:28; Revelation 11:15-18

(Gen. 22)

(2 Cor. 5:20)

John 3:16
John 3:16 is one of the most beloved and well known verses in the Bible. Here Jesus
proclaims, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16,
KJV). This is the general call of the Gospel and it is a genuine offer of salvation to
“whosoever” will believe in Christ. And even though only those who God effectually
draws will respond (John 6:44, 65), this does not lessen the sincerity of the offer to
all. So then, Christian, your job is: [1] to proclaim the good news to your friends and
family, neighbors and co-workers. This is our great commission (Mt. 28:19), and the
general call; and [2] to pray that God will impart faith to believe (Eph. 2:8-9), and grant
repentance (2 Tim. 2:24-25). This is God’s effectual call.
Read John 1:12-13

❏ Monday - The General Call of the Gospel.

❏ Thursday - Christ, The Judge.

(John 3:16)

• The general call.

John 3:16-21, Daily Devotions

John 3:19-21
“This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness
rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the
Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he who
practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having
been wrought in God” (John 3:19-21). The Light that the apostle John is referring to is
of course Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will
not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life’” (John 8:12, 12:46). Christian,
“walk as children of Light” (Eph. 5:8).
Read 1 John 1:5-7

❏ Friday - Jesus, The Light.

(John 6:44)
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John 3:22-36
Christ Must Increase, I Must Decrease

Notes

Outline

1. Baptism by Christ.
(John 3:22-27)

• John’s baptism
of repentance.

(Luke 3:3)

• Jesus’ disciples
were baptizing.

(John 4:1-2)

• Why didn’t Jesus
baptize with water?
• Who is baptized
with the Holy Spirit?

(John 1:33)

John 3:29
Here in John 3:29, John the Baptist refers to Christ as the “bridegroom,” and he
refers to himself as the “friend of the bridegroom,” but who is the bride? The bride
of Christ is the church. Christian, you are betrothed to Christ (Hosea 2:19-20). In the
Bible there are several Scripture pictures used to describe the church (e.g. a bride,
a body, a building), and each picture is used to convey different characteristics of
the church’s relationship with Christ. The church pictured as a bride teaches us that
our relationship to Christ is characterized by purity, closeness, love, devotion, and
commitment. This is the true church and the true bride of Christ. Friend, do these things
characterize your relationship with Christ? Are you the bride of Christ or merely a casual
acquaintance?
Read 2 Corinthians 11:2

(Eph. 5:18)

2. Betrothal to Christ.
(John 3:28-29)

• Jesus is the Groom,
who is the bride?

(Hos. 2:19-20)
(2 Cor. 11:2)

• Scripture Body:
Pictures. Building:

(1 Cor. 12:27)
(1 Peter 2:5)

• Relationship conveyed
by this picture.

(Eph. 5:25)

• There’s an app.
for that.

(1 John 3:3)

John 3:30
Some of John the Baptist’s disciples were concerned that many of his followers were
leaving John’s ministry to follow Christ (John 3:25-26). They wanted to build and
maintain a big following, but John desired only to point people to Christ. The apostle
Paul encountered this same attitude, identifying those who “proclaim Christ out of selfish
ambition” (Phil. 1:17). Let today’s seeker-sensitive churches take note of John’s response,
“[Christ] must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). This is the goal of all ministry,
to point people to Christ, and not make a name for ourselves.
Read 1 Timothy 1:5

❏ Wednesday - The Goal of All Christian Ministry.

John 3:30
When John the Baptist proclaimed, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30),
he was specifically referring to Christ’s ministry in relation to his own. Nevertheless,
John’s statement also wonderfully encapsulates the whole Christian life and the process
of sanctification, whereby the flesh is daily mortified, i.e. put to death (1 Cor. 15:31),
and faith, hope and love continually grow. But this we know, both from Scripture
and by experience, whatever one you feed, whether your flesh or your spirit, that
one will increase in strength (Gal. 6:7-8). Read Matthew 16:24; Galatians 5:16-25

❏ Thursday - Christ Must Increase, I Must Decrease.

3. Beacon for Christ.
(John 1:30-36)

• The goal of all
Christian ministry.

(1 Tim. 1:5)

John 3:36
Jesus declared, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey
the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36). Here the
Gospel is laid bare. Men may try to complicate it, but its statements are fairly simple:
All have sinned (Rom. 3:23); the wages of sin is eternal death (Rom. 6:23); Jesus Christ
is the only Savior for sin (John 14:6); receive Christ and be saved (John 1:12); reject
Him and suffer God’s eternal wrath (Rev. 14:9-10).
Read Romans 10:9-10

❏ Friday - The Gospel For Dummies.

• Summary of
(1 Cor. 15:31)
Christian sanctification.
• There’s an app.
for that.

John 3:22
Here in John, chapter three, the apostle writes, “After these things Jesus and His
disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time with them and
baptizing” (John 3:22). And in chapter four we read, “Jesus was making and baptizing
more disciples than John (although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples
were) (John 4:1-2). Jesus did not personally baptize anyone with water, for the waters
of baptism are just a symbol. No, Jesus baptizes His people, not with symbols, but with
the Holy Spirit (John 1:33). But when does the baptism of the Holy Spirit occur? Jesus
Himself gives us the answer, “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From
his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke of the Spirit”
(John 7:38-39). Yes, the baptism of the Holy Spirit came the hour I first believed. Our
duty now is to: [1] keep on being filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18) by not grieving
the Spirit (Eph. 4:30) through unconfessed sin; and [2] walking in the Spirit, so that we
do not carry out the desires of the flesh (Gal. 5:16).
Read 1 Corinthians 12:13

❏ Monday - Jesus Baptizes With The Holy Spirit.

❏ Tuesday - The Bride of Christ.

(John 7:38-39)
(1 Cor. 12:13)

• There’s an app.
for that.

John 3:22-36, Daily Devotions

(Luke 13:30)
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John 4:3-42
The Nature of True Worship

Notes

Outline

1. The Setting.
• Jesus was thirsty
and tired.

(John 4:6)
(Heb. 4:15-16)

• Jewish / Samaritan
relations.
• Samaritan
culture.

John 4:5-6
“So [Jesus] came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that
Jacob gave to his son Joseph; and Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied
from His journey, was sitting thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour” (John 4:5‑6).
Here, Jesus’ true humanity is exposed: He was tired and thirsty. Throughout His earthly
life, Jesus could have satisfied His human need by use of His divine power, but denied
Himself of His divine prerogatives that He might experience human weakness, pain,
suffering and even death. “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with
our weaknesses … Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:15‑16).
Christian, cast all of your anxiety on Him (1 Pet. 5:7), for He understands your
greatest needs.
Read Matthew 11:28-29

(John 4:20)
(2 Kgs. 17:24, 29)

• Response to the
Gospel.

(John 4:17-18)
(1 Tim. 1:15)

John 4:13-14
“Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again;
but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life” (Jn.
4:13-14). An entire book of the Bible is devoted exclusively to explaining what can
and cannot satisfy the human soul – Ecclesiastes, the diary of Solomon’s life. Solomon
pursued wine (Eccl. 2:3), women (Eccl. 2:8; 1 Kgs. 11:1-4), wealth (Eccl. 2:8, 5:10),
worldly wisdom (Eccl. 1:16-17) and works (Eccl. 1:4-7; 2:18-23), and his conclusion
was this: “Thus I considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor
which I had exerted, and behold all was vanity and chasing after wind and there was no
profit under the sun” (Eccl. 2:11). Dear friend, nothing  can satisfy the deepest longings
in your heart like Jesus. He is the true thirst quencher.
Read Isaiah 55:1-2

❏ Wednesday - Satisfy Your Thirst.

(John 4:39-4)
(1 Cor. 1:26-30)

2. The Spirit.
• Big “S” or
little “s”?
• External vs. internal
worship.
• Worship the Lord
in “holy attire”?

(John 4:24)

(Zeph. 3:14)
(Isa. 29:13)
(1 Sam. 16:7)

John 4:24
Jesus declared, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth” (Jn. 4:24). Those who worship God must do so in accordance with His essential
nature. As God is a Spirit, so He requires spiritual worship. Man-made religion requires
only external trappings, but true worship depends on the internal condition of the
heart. “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (Psa. 96:9, KJV). This is the only
beauty which He cares for in our public services … Beauty of architecture and apparel
He does not regard; moral and spiritual beauty is that in which His soul delighteth”
(Spurgeon).
Read Psalm 95:6; Romans 12:1

❏ Thursday - Worship in Spirit.

(Psa. 96:9)
(Rom. 12:1)

3. The Standard.
• Objective truth vs.
subjective opinion.

(John 4:24)
(John 18:38)

• The regulative
principle of worship.

(Psa. 119:160)
(John 17:17)

• Cain’s man-made
worship.

(Gen. 4:3-5)
(1 Sam. 15:22)

John 4:3-42
In John 3, Jesus shared the Gospel with Nicodemus, who was very distinguished and
very religious, and yet there was no apparent response (John 3:1-9). In contrast, here
in John 4, Jesus is speaking to an unnamed Samaritan woman, who had lived a very
immoral life (John 4:1-24), and she not only believes, but is instrumental in many
others believing in Christ (John 4:28-30, 39‑42). Jesus said, “I did not come to call the
[self] righteous, but sinners” (Mk. 2:17). Only those who recognize that they are great
sinners, recognize their need for a great Savior.
Read 1 Timothy 1:15

❏ Monday - A Great Savior For Great Sinners.

❏ Tuesday - Jesus’ Humanity.

(John 4:9)
(Ezra 4:1-3)

• Nicodemus vs. the
Samaritan woman.

John 4:3-42, Daily Devotions

John 4:24
Samaritan worship deviated from the truth that God had revealed in His written Word.
And so, to the Samaritan woman, Jesus said, “God is spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Sincere worship is not enough. To
be a true worshipper of God, one must worship Him according to the truth revealed in
His written Word, the Bible. Cain worshipped God on his own terms and his worship
was rejected. And so, if we wish to know how God desires to be worshipped, we must
know His Word, for all other worship is idolatry. Read Psalm 119:160; John 17:17

❏ Friday - Worship in Truth.
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John 4:46-54
Healing of the Royal Official’s Son

Notes

Outline

1. The Passion
of a Father.
• “a royal official”
(Gk: basiliko)

(John 4:46)

• “he heard… he went,”
Jesus’ renown.

(John 4:47)
(Mark 3:7)

• Capernaum to Cana
20 miles uphill.

(John 4:46)

• Pleading for
our children.

(John 4:47)
(Luke 1:17)

John 4:46-47
Our text reads, “And there was a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum.
When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him…”
(John 4:46‑47). News of Jesus had spread throughout Israel and many, like this royal
official, were coming to see Him (cf. Mark 3:7). In our day, when so many gimmicks
are employed in order to grow the church, we must remember that people just want to
see Jesus in us individually and in the church corporately.
Read Galatians 2:20

❏ Monday - People Just Need to See Jesus.

John 4:46-47
“And there was a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that
Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and was imploring Him to come
down and heal his son; for he was at the point of death” (John 4:46-47). Capernaum,
which lay along the north shore of Sea of Galilee, was twenty miles east and downhill
from where Jesus was in Cana. Rather than entrust the errand to a servant, this nobleman
made the six or seven hour uphill walk himself to appeal to Jesus for the life of his
son. Many other fathers, even good Christian fathers, have a son, or a step-son, or a
son-in-law who is dying, not physically but spiritually, a son who may even know the
facts about Christ, but has no passion for Christ or faith that works. And are you, dear
father, willing to make the journey in prayer to appeal to the Savior for the life of your
son? This man did not stop until his request was heard and answered, and we must do
the same by laboring over our children in prayer.
Read Luke 11:5-10, 18:1-8

❏ Tuesday - Pray for Your Children.

❏ Wednesday - Growing Our Faith to Pray Bigger Prayers. John 4:47

2. The Power
of the Lord.
• The royal official underestimated God’s power.
		 “Come down
[to my house] …”
		 “…before my
child dies”

John 4:46-54, Daily Devotions

“The royal official said to [Jesus], ‘Sir, come down before my child dies’” (John 4:47).  
In this man’s request for Christ’s assistance there were at least two deficiencies:
[1] He believed that Jesus must accompany him to his home before Christ could heal his
son (cf. Matt. 8:5-10); and [2] He believed that Jesus only had power before death, just
as Mary and Martha first thought (John 11:21, 32). Can you see how this man’s limited
knowledge of Christ limited his request? O how often we diminish God in our prayers
and underestimate His mighty power! But the chief way to enlarge your knowledge of
God and thereby grow your faith to ask bigger things in prayer is to read the Bible, for
faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17).
Read Ephesians 3:20

(Eph. 3:20)

(John 4:47)
(Matt. 8:5-10)
(John 4:47)
(John 11:21, 32)

• The man’s knowledge
affected his request.

John 4:48
Jesus said to the nobleman, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you simply will
not believe” (John 4:48). The Greek language in this verse employs a strong double
negative revealing the stubborn refusal of the people to believe in Christ without miracles.
But Jesus sent this man away with nothing but a promise, “Go; your son lives,” requiring
the man to believe before he saw the answer. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). Today, Christian, walk by faith and not
by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).
Read John 20:24-29; 1 Peter 1:8

❏ Thursday - Walk by Faith, Not by Sight.

(Rom. 10:17)

3. The Principle
of Faith.
• They wouldn’t believe
without a sign.

John 4:53
“So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him, ‘Your son
lives’; and he himself believed and his whole household” (John 4:53). This is the first
example of a whole family believing in Jesus. Later examples include Lydia’s household
(Acts 16:14-15), the Philippian jailor’s household (Acts 16:34), and Crispus’ household
(Acts 18:8). Do you wish for your whole family to be saved? Then children must be
trained in the ways of the Lord while they are still young and tender (Prov. 19:18, 22:6).
But even if you got a late start and received Christ later in life after you had already
started a family, there may still be hope. Commit all of your ways to the Lord, and plead
for the souls of your dear family members.
Read Psalm 103:17; Proverbs 14:26

❏ Friday - God, Please Save My Whole Family!

(John 4:48)

• Walk by faith
not by sight.

(2 Cor. 5:7)
(John 20:24-29)

• Whole house
salvation.

(John 4:53)
(Psalm 103:17)
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John 5:1-18
The Healing at Bethesda

Notes

Outline
1. Sovereign Grace.

• Many sick, one healed.

(John 5:3, 5-6)

• He has mercy on
whom He desires.

(Rom. 9:18)

• You did not choose
Me, but I chose you.

(John 15:16)
(John 1:12-13)

• Grace: Undeserved favor;
answers fairness question.

(John 5:4)

2. Sympathy of Christ.
• Jesus Christ knows every
affliction, ache and pain.
• A Man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.

(John 5:6)
(Ex. 3:7)

3. Sin & Sickness.
(John 5:14)

• Not all sickness
is due to sin.

(Jam. 5:16)

4. Sleeplessness of God.
• God is still working.

(John 5:16-17)

• God’s sabbath rest.

(Gen. 2:2-3)

• The sleepless God.

(Psa. 121:4)

• Co-laborers in Christ.

(1 Cor. 3:9)

• Jesus’ deity in
John’s gospel.

• Confess Jesus as
“Lord,” i.e. God.

John 5:14

❏ Thursday - He Never Sleeps or Slumbers.

John 5:16-17

❏ Friday - God the Son.

John 5:17-18

Jesus called God “My Father” not “our Father,” essentially claiming that He was of
the same essence as God the Father (John 5:17), and “For this reason therefore the
Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He … was calling God His own
Father, making Himself equal with God” (John 5:18). Jesus corrected many of the Jews’
misunderstandings, but He did not correct them here, for they rightly understood that He
was saying He is God. The deity of Jesus Christ is one of the central themes of John’s
gospel and a cardinal truth of authentic Christian faith. Let us therefore, confess with
our mouths Jesus is Lord, i.e. God (Rom 10:9).
Read John 10:30, 33, 14:9-10

5. Sonship of Christ.
• “My Father”

John 5:6

“For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on
the Sabbath. But He answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and I Myself am
working’” (John 5:16-17). When Scripture declares that God made the heavens and the
earth in six days and then rested from all of His works on the seventh day (Gen. 2:2‑3),
within the context of the rest of Scripture, we understand this to mean that God has
rested only from His work of Creation, for His works of sovereign grace, regeneration,
justification, sanctification, etc. yet continue. God is not like a watchmaker, as some
suppose, who created the universe and then sits back and watches it run on its own.
No, He who never sleeps nor slumbers (Psa. 121:4), is even now working all things
after the counsel of His will (Eph. 1:11). And so, we are not only coheirs with Christ
(Rom. 8:17), but co-laborers (1 Cor. 3:9).
Read Luke 10:2

(John 9:1-3)

• First course of
treatment: Repent

❏ Tuesday - Jesus Knows Your Affliction.

After Jesus healed the man who had been ill for thirty-eight years, we read, “Afterward
Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, ‘Behold, you have become well; do not
sin anymore, so that nothing worse may befall you’” (John 5:14). All sickness is not
due to personal sin (John 9:1-3), but some is and the consequences of sin are a hard
paymaster. Christian, if you are afflicted physically, emotionally or spiritually, let this
be the first course in your treatment: repent of any and all known sin.  Read James 5:16

(Psa. 56:8)

• Some sickness.
is due to sin.

John 5:3, 5-6

At the pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem there was “a multitude of those who were sick,
blind, lame, and withered” (John 5:3). And among this multitude “a man was there
who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew
that he had already been a long time in that condition, He said to him, ‘Do you wish to
get well?’” (John 5:5-6). Our text does not say that Christ healed all at Bethesda, nor
does it say that He healed many; rather, He healed one. Out of the many, Christ chose
one upon whom He would put His grace on display, for “He has mercy on whom He
desires” (Rom. 9:18). This is the very nature of grace which is the undeserved favor of
God. Jesus declares, “You did not choose Me but I chose you” (John 15:16), for “by
His doing you are in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:30). And even though we may not fully
understand it, we should revel in God’s sovereign grace. Read John 1:12-13; Acts 13:48

❏ Wednesday - The Sickness of Sin.

(Isa. 53:3)

• He counts every tear.

❏ Monday - The Sovereign Grace of God.

At the pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem, we read that “a man was there who had been ill
for thirty-eight years.” This was news to John’s readers, but old information to Christ,
for it says that Jesus “knew that he had already been a long time in that condition”
(John 5:6). Friend, Jesus knows your every affliction (Ex. 3:7). Christ was Himself
“a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isa. 53:3). He knows every tear that
you have shed (Psa. 56:8), and He is able to come to the aid of those who are suffering
(Heb. 2:17‑18). Call upon Him today. Read Psalm 31:7; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, 12:7-10

(Eph. 2:8)

		 Side Note.

• Fourth century addition.

John 5:1-18, Daily Devotions

(John 5:17-18)
(John 1:1-2, 1:18
10:30, 14:8-10)
(Rom. 10:9)
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John 5:19-30
Trinitarian Relationship Of The Father & Son

Notes

Outline
1. Harmony.

(John 5:19-21)

• The Son imitates
the Father.

(5:19-20)

• Example:
As the Father gives life,
so also the Son gives life.

John 5:21
Jesus said, “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son
also gives life to whom He wishes” (John 5:21). By these words Jesus reminds us that
life is a gift given by God. Moreover, we are eternally dependent upon Him to sustain
us (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3), “for in Him we live and move and exist” (Acts 17:28). God
is our lifeline, the source and substance of life, the power and principle of life, life’s
joy and fulfillment. Being a Christian is understanding that God is not just a part of my
life, but that He is my life.
Read John 1:4; 5:26

(5:21, 26)

(John 5:22, 27)

• The Father has committed
all judgment to the Son.

(5:22)

• Because He is
the Son of Man.

John 5:23
The problem in the Middle East is much bigger than terrorism, nuclear proliferation
and suicide bombers. The biggest problem is this: No one honors God. Muslims do not
honor God, but neither do the Jews. Jesus said, “He who does not honor the Son does
not honor the Father who sent Him” (John 5:23). And what about America? Until we
honor Jesus, America’s motto “In God we trust” is a fraud. Christian, lift high the name
of Jesus today.
Read Luke 10:16; 1 John 2:23

❏ Wednesday - Honor The Son.

(5:27)

3. Honor.

(John 5:23)

• God the Father is honored
when God the Son is honored.

John 5:24-25
Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who
sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death
into life” (Jn. 5:24). But the heart that hears the Word of God week after week and does
not do what it says is gradually hardened. In contrast, Jesus said, “Everyone who hears
these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built
his house upon the rock” (Mt. 7:24). How’s your hearing? Is God’s Word moving you
to action?
Read Luke 6:46; James 1:22

❏ Thursday - Hearing Test.
(5:23)

4. Harvest.

(John 5:24, 28-29, cf. 21)
(5:24)

• The [physically] dead will
hear the Son’s voice and rise.
(John 5:30)

• The Son does nothing
on His own initiative.

John 5:30
The one true God eternally subsists in three distinct Persons: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, called the Godhead or Trinity. The three Persons of the Godhead are coequal
and eternally coexistent. Nevertheless, to bring about our salvation, there exists within
the Trinity a voluntary subordination of God the Son to God the Father. Notice how
John’s Gospel emphasizes this subordination: Jesus said, “I can do nothing on My
own initiative … because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me”
(John 5:30, cf. 6:38). And again Jesus said, “For I did not speak on My own initiative,
but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment, what to say, and
what to speak” (John 12:49, cf. 8:28, 14:10). Jesus voluntarily limited Himself to only
those things that God the Father wanted Him to do, to say, and to think. And if the only
begotten Son should so limit Himself, how much more should we as adopted sons and
daughters cry out to God, “Not my will, but Thy will be done” (Lk. 22:42). Jesus said,
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me” (John 4:34). Go and learn what this
means today in daily practice.
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; 1 John 2:17

❏ Friday - The Voluntary Subordination of Christ.

• The [spiritually] dead who
hear the Son’s voice will live.

5. Headship.

John 5:19
Looking at your children is sometimes like looking into a mirror. You can see
some of the same mannerisms, quirks and idiosyncrasies that you see in yourself.
Jesus imitated His Father too, not unconsciously, but very intentionally. He
said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is
something He sees the Father doing” (John 5:19). Likewise, the Bible encourages
us to “be imitators of God, as beloved children” (Eph. 5:1). Dear Christian, your
Heavenly Father wants you to imitate Him: “For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate
yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44). “Holiness is the
family likeness” (John Calvin). Read Matthew 5:48; Luke 6:36; Ephesians 4:32

❏ Monday - The Imitation of Christ.

❏ Tuesday - Life is a Gift.

2. Handover.

• Hearers & believers
have eternal life.

John 5:19-30, Daily Devotions

(5:25)

(5:28-29)

(cf. 1 Cor. 11:3)
(5:30)
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John 5:33-47
Jesus’ Apologetics

Notes

Outline
1. Background.
(John 5:18)

• Audience: Hostile
Jewish leaders.
• Apologetics: Jesus’
defense of His ministry.

(Jn. 5:18)

(Jn. 5:33-47)

John 5:36
Jesus declared, “The very works that I do testify about Me” (Jn. 5:36; cf. 10:25).
The people saw Jesus: turn water into wine (Jn. 2:1‑11); heal the sick (Mt. 4:24);
raise the dead (Mt. 9:18‑26; Lk. 7:11‑17; Jn. 11:1‑44); walk on water (Mt. 14:22‑33);
command the weather to change (Mt. 8:23-27); and even raise Himself from the dead!
(Jn. 2:19, 21). To this, add Jesus’ works of creation (John 1:3; Col. 1:16); forgiveness
of sin (Mk. 2:5-7); and final judgment (Jn. 5:27), and we have every reason to believe
Jesus is who He says He is -- God in human flesh (Jn. 10:30, 14:8-9). Jesus said, “Believe
Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the
works themselves”(Jn. 14:11).
Read Acts 1:3; 1 Peter 1:16; 1 John 1:1-4

(John 5:33-35)

• John was a light
“for a while”.

(Jn. 1:6-8)
(Jn. 5:35)

3. The Testimony of
Christ’s Works.

John 5:37
Jesus said, “And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me” (Jn. 5:37). What did
God the Father testify about Jesus? At Jesus’ baptism and again at His transfiguration,
God the Father thundered from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am wellpleased” (Mt. 3:17; 17:5). Does He say anything else? Yes, “Of the Son He [God the
Father] says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever” (Heb. 1:8). Did you catch that?
God the Father calls Jesus “God”! Worship Christ, the God-Man! Read John 20:19-29

❏ Wednesday - The Father’s Testimony.

(John 5:36)

• Visible works.

(Jn. 5:36)

• Unseen works.

(Col. 1:16-17)

4. The Testimony of
the Father.
(John 5:37-38)

• “Beloved Son, in whom
I am well-pleased” - 2x.
• “Thy throne, O God,
is forever and ever”.

John 5:37
Jesus said to those hard-hearted Jewish leaders who were seeking to kill Him (Jn. 5:18),
“And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have [not] heard His voice”
(Jn. 5:37). In other words, “You weren’t listening!” Jesus constantly told the people,
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mk. 4:9, 4:23, 7:16). But the ear that Jesus is
talking about is not the flap of skin on either side of your head; He is referring to spiritual
discernment. Concerning spiritual things our old nature is dull of hearing (Mt. 13:15).
Unless God unstops our ears, so to speak, we cannot truly hear the Word of God. Today,
before you read God’s Word, pray not only for ears to hear the Word of God, but hands
and feet that will do it!
Read 1 Corinthians 2:14

❏ Thursday - Spiritual Ears to Hear.

(Mt. 3:17)
(Mt. 17:5)
(Heb. 1:8)

5. The Testimony of
Scripture.
(John 5:39-47)

• Moses (1526-1406 BC)
“wrote about Me”.
• Read all Scripture
christologically.

John 5:35
In the apostle John’s gospel we were introduced to John the Baptist with these words,
“There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to
testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the Light, but
he came to testify about the Light” (Jn. 1:6‑8). That Light of course is Christ (Jn. 8:12,
9:5, 12:46). Nevertheless, here in John 5, Jesus declares that John the Baptist was himself
a light and a “lamp that was burning … for a while” (Jn. 5:35). How can we harmonize
these two passages? [1] Jesus is the “true Light” (Jn. 1:9), but [2] each generation of
Christians (“Christian” means one who is Christ-like) must take its turn to let Christ,
who is in them, shine through them “for a while”; that is, until the next generation takes
their place. Now it is our turn. Christian, today, do not hide your light -- let it shine!
(Mt. 5:16).
Read Ephesians 5:8-10; Philippians 2:14-15

❏ Monday - This Little Light of Mine.

❏ Tuesday - Jesus’ Works: Proof of His Deity.

2. The Testimony of
John the Baptist.
• Jesus is the Light.

John 5:33-47, Daily Devotions

(Jn. 5:46)

John 5:46
Here, Jesus boldly proclaims that Moses “wrote about Me” (Jn. 5:46). The truth is that
the whole Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is about Jesus Christ! We must learn to
read each passage of the Bible christocentrically, for only then can we discover its true
meaning.
Read Luke 24:27

❏ Friday - Read the Bible Christocentrically.

(Lk. 24:27)
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John 6:1-14
Feeding the Five Thousand

Notes

Outline
1. Jesus’ Question.
(John 6:5-7)

• “Where are we to
buy bread?”

(John 6:5)

• Why does God ask
questions?

John 6:8-9
In the “large crowd” (John 6:2) that followed Jesus, there were some 5000 men
(John 6:10), not counting women and children, and they were all hungry. How could
Jesus feed them all? “One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him,
‘There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so
many people?’” (John 6:8-9). “What can Jesus do with five loaves and two fishes?”
the disciples wondered. What can He not do! The truth is that God delights in making
something out of nothing. Do you feel small and insignificant, Christian? Good, then
perhaps you are ready to be used by God. For this is contained in Scripture: “Humble
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you (e.g. do great things
through you) at the proper time” (1 Pet. 5:6). Yes, if God can create the universe out of
nothing, then surely He can do great things through the humble man or woman of God
whose heart is completely bowed down to Him (2 Chron. 16:9). Read Psalm 10:17

2. Andrew’s Question.
(John 6:8-9)

• Jesus loves to do a
lot with a little.

(John 6:9:)
(Jdg. 7:1-8)

3. Math Question.

❏ Wednesday - How Great is Our God?
John 6:11
Our text says that all 5000 men were fed and had “as much as they wanted” (John 16:11).
To understand just how big this miracle was we have to determine how many loaves
and fish one man can eat, if he can have as much as he wants. My appetite is not as big
as it used to be, but I think I could have eaten at least a quarter a loaf of bread and a
whole fish, depending on the size of the loaves and the fish. Multiply that by 5000 men,
and from five loaves and two fish Jesus made 1250 loaves and 5000 fish. And if there
were women and children who were also fed, then we must at least double or triple that
number. At the wedding in Cana Jesus made 180 gallons of the finest wine imaginable
(John 2:1-11), and here He literally made tons of food! Christian, stop saying what God
cannot do! Nothing is impossible for God (Luke 1:37).
Read Ephesians 3:20-21

(John 6:10-11)

• How much food was
needed for 5000 men
(plus women & children)
to have “as much as they
wanted”?
• The greatness of God.

(John 6:11)

(Eph. 3:20-21)

4. Economics Question.
(John 6:12-13)

• Why did Jesus make
12 baskets of leftovers?
• 180 gallons of wine
at the wedding in Cana.
• The lavishness of God.

John 6:13
After Jesus fed the 5000, they “filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley
loaves which were left over by those who had eaten” (John 6:13). So here’s the picture:
They started with five loaves and two fish and they ended up with twelve baskets full
of leftovers -- which was more than they started with! And so we might ask ourselves
why did Jesus make more than they needed? We saw the same thing at the wedding
in Cana, when Jesus turned 180 gallons of water into wine (John 2:1-11). The point is
this: God does not dispense His grace with an eye dropper, but lavishes His favor upon
His people (Eph. 1:7-8). Dear Christian, meditate today upon the God who is rich in
mercy and abounding in lovingkindness.
Read Ephesians 2:1-7

❏ Thursday - The Lavishness of God’s Grace.

(John 6:13)
(John 2:1-11)
(Eph. 1:7-8)

5. Debate Question.
(John 6:14)

• Who has the final word
in your decision-making?
• Jesus is The Prophet &
final Word to mankind.

John 6:5-6
“Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to
Him, said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?’ This He was
saying to test him, for He Himself knew what He was intending to do” (John 6:5‑6).
God does not ask questions to gain information. He is omniscient; that is, He
knows all things without investigation (Job 11:11). Nevertheless, God questions us
to test our faith and to cause us to stop and think about our actions. Look up the
following verses and think about what response God was trying to elicit from these
questions: Genesis 3:9, 4:9, 18:13; Isaiah 6:8; Matt. 16:15; John 21:15-17; Acts 9:4

❏ Monday - When God Asks the Questions.

❏ Tuesday - Something Out of Nothing.

(Gen. 3:9)

• “What are these for
so many people?”

John 6:1-14, Daily Devotions

John 6:14
“Therefore when the people saw the sign which [Jesus] had performed, they said, ‘This
is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world’” (John 6:14). Jesus is The Prophet
promised by God (Deut. 18:15), who is the final Word of God to man (Heb. 1:1-2).
Let Christ’s Word be the final say in all of your decisions today.  Read John 1:1-2, 14, 18

(John 6:14)

❏ Friday - Jesus, The Prophet.

(Heb. 1:1-2)
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John 6:15-25
Jesus Walks On Water

Notes

Outline
1. The Cross Over
a Crown.
(John 6:15)

• They intended to take Jesus (Jn. 6:15)
by force and make Him king.
• The ingredients of their
Messianic frenzy.

(Jn. 6:4)
(Jn. 6:5-14)

• Jesus sent His disciples
away “immediately.”

(Mt. 14:22)
(Mt. 16:21-23)

• “The Program Changed,”
dispensational fallacies.
• Satan’s offer of a
crown w/o the cross.

John 6:15
Here, John explains that Jesus “withdrew again to the mountain by Himself” (John 6:15),
and in a parallel passage, Matthew notes Jesus’ purpose: “He went up on a mountainside
by Himself to pray” (Mt. 14:23). Over and over again we see from the Scriptures that
it was Jesus’ regular practice to find a secluded place in order to get alone with God,
and there devote Himself to prayer (Lk. 5:16, 9:18, 28). Dear follower of Christ, make
time in your busy schedule today to sequester yourself from the world, for a time of
undistracted and unhurried conversation with God. The prayerful Christian is never less
alone, than when he is all alone with God.
Read Matthew 6:5-6

(Mt. 13)
(Scofield)

John 6:19
“Then, when [the disciples] had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking
on the sea and drawing near to the boat” (John 6:19). The water which separated Jesus
from His disciples proved to be the vehicle which brought them together. Today consider
this, Christian, that what you think may be an obstacle in your life may actually be the
avenue that brings you closer to the Lord.
Read Romans 8:35, 38-39

❏ Wednesday - Our Obstacles May Be God’s Avenues.

(Phil. 2:4-11)

2. Solitude Over
the Multitude.

John 6:19-20
“Then, when [the disciples] had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking
on the sea and drawing near to the boat; and they were frightened. But He said to them,
‘It is I’” (Jn. 6:19-20). Everything about this verse reveals the deity of Jesus Christ which
is one of the primary themes in the Gospel of John: [1] Observe first Jesus’ power over
the laws of nature, to control or suspend them at His pleasure, making the water uphold
His weight; [2] Notice next how Scripture ascribes such activity to God alone, for it
says that He “alone stretches out the heavens, and treads upon the waves of the sea”
(Job 9:8); [3] Finally, hear Christ’s Self-revelation, “It is I,” which in Greek ego eimi,
literally means ‘I I am’ (cf. John 8:24, 8:58, 18:4-5), reminding us of the divine name
of God revealed to Moses from the burning bush (Ex. 3:14). Jesus is in every sense of
the word GOD. And so today, let us render unto Jesus praise and worship that is worthy
of God alone.
Read Philippians 2:9-11

❏ Thursday - God Treads Upon the Waves of the Sea.

(John 6:15)

• Jesus’ private prayer
practice.
• We are never less
alone than when we
are alone with God.

(Mt. 14:23)
(Lk. 5:16)
(Rom. 8:38-39)

3. Physics Repealed
Deity Revealed.
(John 6:16-21)

• Sovereignty over
the laws of physics.
• “It is I,”  I AM,
Tetragrammaton, YHWH.
• Recurring phrase
in John’s gospel.

John 6:15
“So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make
Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone” (John 6:15). Out of the
five thousand men that Jesus had miraculously fed (Jn. 6:1-14) grew a grass roots
movement to make Jesus king, which would require driving out Pontius Pilate and
overthrowing Roman rule. Matthew’s gospel records that “immediately [Jesus] made
the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side”(Mt. 14:22), for
they were undoubtedly sympathetic toward the revolutionary impulse of the crowd.
Yet Christ had not come to conquer Rome, but to conquer a greater enemy; that is, sin.
Christian, are you as intent on Christ’s victory over your sin, as you are in His victory
over your external problems?
Read Matthew 6:33

❏ Monday - He Traded a Crown for the Cross.

❏ Tuesday - Alone With God.

(Mt. 4:8)

• Two advents &
two purposes

John 6:15-25, Daily Devotions

(Psa. 115:3)

John 6:19-20
“Then, when [the disciples] had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking
on the sea and drawing near to the boat; and they were frightened” (John 6:19). Matthew’s
gospel records that the disciples thought they were seeing a ghost (Mt. 14:26). But Jesus
said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid” (John 6:20). While the wicked have every reason
to be afraid of God (Heb. 10:31), the Lord repeatedly comforted His own disciples with
these words, “do not be afraid” (Mt. 17:17; Rev. 1:17).
Read 1 John 4:17-18

❏ Friday - Fear Factor.
(Jn. 6:20)
(Ex. 3:14)
(Jn. 8:24, 58)
(Jn. 18:4-5)
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John 6:26-35, 48-58
Jesus is the Bread of Life

Notes

Outline
1. Seeking Bread, Not the Maker.
(John 6:26)

• Mercenary spirit.
• Kingdom seekers.

(Matt. 6:25-32)
(Matt. 6:33)

John 6:27
At Jesus’ baptism the Lord thundered from heaven, “This is my beloved Son in whom I
am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17). This was God’s seal of approval upon His Son, the seal
of authenticity, and the seal of authority of Jesus’ ministry. Furthermore, the people saw
the Holy Spirit descend upon Jesus as a visible emblem of that seal (Matt. 3:16). And
so, here Jesus reminded the people that “on Him God the Father has set His seal” (John
6:27); and as a result, Jesus declared, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth” (Mt. 28:18).
Read Ephesians 1:15-23

(John 6:27)

(Matt. 3:16-17)
(Matt. 28:18)

3. Source of Faith.
(John 6:28-29)

• Faith is God’s work.
• Enter into His work.

(Eph. 2:8)

John 6:28-29
The people asked Jesus, “What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?”
Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him
whom He has sent” (John 6:28-29). The people asked about the works of God (plural),
but Christ directed them toward one work: faith. Faith is the work of God, for He is
the One who gives faith (Rom. 12:3; Eph. 2:8), and He is the One who perfects it in us
(Phil. 1:6). So then, faith is not a work of the flesh, but a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:19‑22).
Nevertheless, you may enter into God’s work of faith in you today, when you “live by
faith” (Gal. 2:20, 3:11), “walk by faith” (2 Cor. 5:7), and “fight the good fight of faith”
(1 Tim. 6:12).
Read Hebrews 11

❏ Wednesday - The Work of Faith.

(1 Tim. 6:12)

4. Show Us a Sign.
(John 6:30-34)

• Manna in the desert.
• True bread from heaven.

(Ex. 16)
(Jn. 6:32-33)

5. Similarities of Christ & Manna.
(John 6:32-33, 51-58)

• From heaven / God.
• Daily sustenance.
• Must be partaken.

(John 6:32-33)

John 6:32-51
Here in the gospel of John, chapter six, Jesus calls Himself, “true bread” (John 6:32), “the
bread of life” (John 6:35, 48), “bread out of heaven” (John 6:32-33, 41, 50-51, 58), and
“living bread” (John 6:50). What does it mean that Christ calls Himself “bread”? It means
that He nourishes us, feeds us, sustains us. He is Jehovah Jireh (Gen. 22:14), the God
who provides for the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of His people (Phil. 4:19).
Confess and reaffirm your absolute dependence on Christ today.
Read Psalm 54:4

❏ Thursday - The Bread of Life.

(John 6:33)
(John 6:52-58)

6. Spiritual Differences.
(John 6:32-35, 48-51)

• Never hunger.
• Never die.

(John 6:35)
(John 6:48-51, 58)

John 6:32-51
Jesus compared Himself to the manna that sustained Israel for forty years in the
wilderness (John 6:32). But He made this distinction, “Your fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died” (John 6:49), but, “I am the living bread that came down out
of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever” (John 6:51). Just as bread
(food) is necessary for mortal life, Jesus is essential for eternal life. Every morning new
manna had to be gathered, for it lasted only one day (Ex. 16:4). So also Christ must
be our daily bread. The soul that sups on Christ and His Word but once a week will
be gaunt and emaciated. As a regular diet of food sustains the body, so Christ’s Word,
taken at regular intervals, is necessary for spiritual growth and strength. Jesus has made
known the secret to spiritual success, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Bread is food for the body,
but Jesus and His Word are food for the soul.
Read Psalm 1:1-3

❏ Friday - Our Daily Bread.

7. Seven “I am” Statements.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(John 6:33, 48)

The Bread of Life.
The Light of the World.
The Door.
The Good Shepherd.
The Resurrection.
The Way, Truth & Life.
The True Vine.

John 6:26-27
“Jesus answered them and said, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because
you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do not work for the
food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life’” (John 6:26-27).
Many of the 5000 whom Jesus had fed (John 6:1-14) followed Him to the other side
of the Sea of Galilee (John 6:24-25). Why? Because they wanted more free bread and
Jesus had demonstrated that He could produce an unlimited supply. There is a mercenary
spirit that we must all guard against which asks, “What can God give me to satisfy my
physical desires?” Christian, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you” (Matt. 6:33)
Read Matthew 6:25-33

❏ Monday - Beware of a Mercenary Spirit.

❏ Tuesday - Christ’s Seal of Approval.

2. Seal of Approval.
• Jesus’ baptism.
• Seal of authority.

John 6:26-35, 48-58, Daily Devotions

(John 6:35, 48)
(John 8:12)
(John 10:9)
(John 10:11,14)
(John 11:25)
(John 14:6)
(John 15:1)
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John 6:36-47, 59-71
The People Given To Christ

Notes

Outline
1. God’s Goodness.
• The foundation
of His throne.
• The universal
wages of sin.
• Justifying the wicked
is an abomination.
• Perfect justice
or “fairness.”

(Psalm 97:2)

(Rom. 3:23)
(Rom. 6:23)

John 6:36-47 & 59-71, Daily Devotions
❏ Monday - My Fair Share.

The Bible declares that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23),
and that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), i.e. “eternal punishment” (Mt. 25:46).
Wages are something that is earned, something that is owed and one actually deserves.
If my wage is $15/hour, then at the end of eight hours I deserve to be paid $120. And
because the wages of my sin is eternal death, I have earned, not God's love, but His
eternal hatred, wrath, and punishment. When a criminal is not punished, or a worker is
not paid the wages that he has earned, we all understand that is unjust. And if God did
not punish every sin of every person, and pay the full wages of sin, God would be unjust.
Perfect justice according to the law demands that all people of all times go straight to hell.
And if that were the case, God’s holiness would be vindicated and His justice prevail.
And so, to our generation that feels such a strong sense of entitlement that we deserve
our fair share, let us remember that our “fair share” is hell. Read Romans 3:23, 6:23

❏ Tuesday - Something More than Fair.

Since it is just that all should perish on account of their iniquity (Rom. 3:23, 6:23),
then it is more than fair if even one should receive grace, while the rest receive the just
and fair wages of their sin. God does not owe grace to anyone, for grace is undeserved
favor and God can give grace to whomever He wishes. “I will have mercy on whom I
have mercy,” declares the Lord (Rom. 9:15, 18; cf. John 5:21). Dear child of God, why
should you be so discouraged today? Are you not the object of God’s special favor?
Rejoice in your salvation! (Psa. 13:5).
Read Psalms 5:12

(Prov. 17:15)

(Rom. 1:18-20)

❏ Wednesday - A Chosen People.

God chose for Himself a people from before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4;
2 Tim. 1:9), and these He calls His “elect” (Rom. 8:33). And He predestined them
to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to His eternal and
immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace (Eph. 1:5‑6). “But how can I know if I am one of
God’s elect,” someone may ask? Receive Him now as Lord and Savior (Rom. 10:9),
and you will prove His choice of you. “For as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name”
(John 1:12).
Read Acts 13:48; Romans 1:12-13, 8:30, 9:15-6

2. God’s Grace.
• Grace cannot be owed.

(Eph. 2:8-9)

• Sovereign grace.

(Rom. 9:15)

• The mystery of election.

(Eph. 1:4-6)

❏ Thursday - A People Given to the Son.

Those individuals whom God the Father did elect in eternity past, He gave to His Son
that the Son should die for their sins and render their salvation absolutely certain. And so
Jesus declares, “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes
to Me I will certainly not cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of
all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day” (John 6:37‑39).
Christian, you are God the Father’s gift to His Son, and God the Son’s prize redeemed
for the Father.
Read John 10:27-29; 17:2, 9

3. God’s Gift.
• A people for His Son.
• At the cross God is
just & the Justifier.
• He draws them.
• Irresistible grace.

(John 6:37-39)

(Rom. 3:26)

❏ Friday - By His Doing You Are in Christ Jesus.

Jesus declared, “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him”
(Jn. 6:44); and again, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me,
unless it has been granted him from the Father” (Jn. 6:65). Entrance into the Kingdom
of God is not ultimately a matter of our choice, but God’s. It is not we who bring God
to ourselves, but God who draws us to Himself. “But by His doing you are in Christ
Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:30). Praise God for His work in you! Read John 1:12-13; 1 Peter 1:3

(John 6:44, 65)

(John 6:37)
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John 7:37-39
Have You Been Baptized in the River?

Notes

Outline
1. Jesus, the True Thirst-Quencher.
		 “Now on the last day, the great day
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him
come to Me and drink.’” - John 7:37
•
•
•
•

The feast of tabernacles.
The last day procession.
Thirst creator & quencher.
How does Jesus give joy?

John 7:38-39
There are a number of pictures or symbols used in the Bible to describe the Holy Spirit:
[1] the breath of God (Gen. 2:7; John 20:22); [2] the wind (Acts 2:2-4; John 3:8);
[3] oil (Ex. 29:7); [4] fire (Mt. 3:11; Acts 2:3-4); [5] a seal (Eph. 1:13-14); [6] a dove
(Lk. 3:21‑22); and [7] here in John 7:38‑39, “a river of living water.” Each of these
symbols conveys one or more aspects of the Holy Spirit’s ministry and character.
For example, water, used as a symbol of the Holy Spirit, teaches us at least two things.
First, water is an essential element of life. A person can live a few weeks without food,
but only a few days without water. Likewise the Holy Spirit is necessary for spiritual and
eternal life (John 6:63). Second, water is used for washing. So also, it is the Holy Spirit
who washes/sanctifies the true child of God (Titus 3:5). Christian, your sanctification is
one of the surest evidences of your salvation, for “everyone who practices righteousness
is born of Him” (1 John 2:29).
Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11

(John 7:2)
(Isa. 12:3)
(Isa. 55:1-2)
(Acts 13:53)

		 “He who believes in Me … from his
innermost being will flow rivers of
living water.’” - John 7:38

John 7:38-39
The Bible talks about water baptism and Spirit baptism (Matt. 3:11). How then can
Scripture say there is only one baptism? (Eph. 4:5). The answer is that the two are
really one and the same, for water baptism is a picture of Spirit baptism. How then
should the water be applied to an individual who is baptized -- by sprinkling, pouring,
or immersion? Well how does God apply His Spirit? He declares, “I will pour out My
Spirit” (Isa. 44:3; Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:17-18). Speaking of the New Covenant, God
announces, “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean” (Ezek. 36:25).
But O how the Christian church has been fractured because of dogmatic assertions
concerning the method and the amount of water to be applied. The main point of
baptism is this: Has the Holy Spirit washed and cleansed your heart? Read Titus 3:5

 Wednesday - One Baptism.

One condition: belief.
(1 Cor. 12:13)
Seven Spirit symbols.
(Acts 2:2-4)
Water: life & washing.
(Titus 3:5)
One baptism: waterSpirit. (Eph. 4:5)
baptidzo= immersion?
(Dan. 4:33)
Aspersion - Sprinkling. (Ezek. 36:25)
Affusion - Pouring.
(Joel 2:28-29)
Immersion - Dunking.
(Rom. 6:3-4)
Does baptism save?
(1 Pet. 3:21)
The thief & the pretender. (Luke 23:43)
It’s an inside job.
(Eph. 3:16)

John 7:38-39
Jesus said, “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall
flow rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke of the Spirit…” (Jn. 7:38-39). Jesus, who
baptizes His people with the Holy Spirit (Mt. 3:11), states here that the only condition
for the baptism of the Holy Spirit is belief in Him. That means every truly born-again
believer is baptized in the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13). Christian, the Holy Spirit is the
seal of your salvation and the pledge of a spiritual inheritance (Eph. 1:13‑14), which is
beyond all comprehension (1 Cor. 2:9).
Read Romans 8:9

 Thursday - Spirit Baptism.

3. Believers, Awaiting Pentecost.
		 “But this He spoke of the Spirit,
whom those who believed in Him
were to receive; for the Spirit was not
yet given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified." - John 7:39
•
•
•
•

Jewish baptism.
Samaritan baptism.
Gentile baptism.
Normal mode.

John 7:37
It was the last day of the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2, 37). On each of the
seven days of this feast a priest would fill a golden pitcher with water and lead a
procession to the tabernacle where the water was poured out on the bronze altar. As the
procession made its way to the tabernacle, they sang with loud jubilation the words of
Isaiah 12:3, “Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation.”
It was said that so joyful was this procession that until you had experienced it you had
never known true joy. Yet sometime during this celebration, “Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink’” (John 7:37). Jesus is the
true spring of salvation and the true joy-giver.
Read Psalm 16:11; Isaiah 35:10

 Tuesday - Symbols of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Spirit, A River of Living Water.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

John 7:37-39, Daily Devotions

 Monday - Jesus, The Spring of Salvation

John 7:38-39
Elisha asked for a double portion of the Spirit that was given to his predecessor Elijah
(2 Kings 2:9). However under the New Covenant the Holy Spirit is not portioned, but
poured out (Joel 2:28; Acts 2:17-18). “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said,
‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke of the
Spirit…” (John 7:38-39). Don’t just go around telling people you’re a Christian, show
them the river! “I’ve got a river of life flowing out of me” (Song).  Read Psalm 36:7-9

 Friday - Show Me the River!

(Acts 2:1-11)
(Acts 8:14-17)
(Acts 10:44-48)
(1 Cor. 12:13)
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John 8:24, 28, 58
Jesus is the “I AM”

Notes

Outline
1. An Enigmatic Name.
• The burning bush.

(Ex. 3:13-15)

• Previous designation.

(Ex. 6:2-3)

• What does it mean?

(Psa. 90:2)

• Jewish substitution.

(Ex. 20:7)

• John’s theme.

(John 8:24, 28, 58; 18:4-6)

2. An Essential Truth.
• Confession of His deity.

(Rom. 9:10)

• Denial means death.

(John 8:24)

3. An Evidential Proof.
• Jesus raised the dead.

(John 11:1-44)

• Jesus raised Himself.

(John 8:28)

4. An Eternal Designation.
• Before Abraham.
• From the days eternity.

(John 8:54-59)
(Micah 5:2)

5. An Expression of Power.
• Christ’s enemies laid low.

(John 18:4-6)

• Every knee shall bow.

(Phil. 2:10-11)

43

John 8:24, 28, 58, Daily Devotions

Exodus 3:13-15
The divine name of God, YHWH, pronounced “Yahweh” and meaning “I AM,” appears
6823 times in the Old Testament, and it was first revealed to Moses in the wilderness at
the burning bush (Ex. 3:13-15). But at some point between the Old and New Testaments
the Jews began to substitute the word Adonai, meaning “Lord,” in place of the name
Yahweh, because they thought the divine name too holy to speak for fear of violating the
third commandment (Ex. 20:7). Modern English Bibles follow this tradition substituting
the word LORD, either capitalized or italicized, in place of the name of God; and so,
when the word LORD appears in our English Old Testament it is actually the name
Yahweh. But even though God does not forbid speaking His name Yahweh, He does
forbid taking His name in vain either in word or deed. Let us therefore consider today
how we might glorify the name of the Lord.
Read Psalm 86:12
 Tuesday - A Belief that is Necessary for Salvation.
John 8:24
Belief in the deity of Jesus Christ is an essential truth of the Christian faith. Jesus
declared, “Unless you believe that I am, you will die in your sins” (John 8:24). We must
believe that Jesus is the I AM (Yahweh), if we would hope to be saved. And so,
remembering the Jewish substitution of the title “Lord” for the divine name “Yahweh”
(See Monday’s devotions above), we read, “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as
Lord (i. e. God) and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall
be saved” (Rom. 10:9).
Read John 20:19-29
 Wednesday - The Resurrection, Proof Jesus is the I AM. John 8:28
Recorded within the pages of Scripture are the historical accounts of those prophets
and apostles who raised various persons from the dead by the power of God:
Elijah (1 Kgs. 17:17‑24); Elisha (2 Kgs. 4:20‑37); Peter (Acts 9:36-41); and Paul
(Acts 20:7‑12). In addition, the Bible lists those people that Jesus Himself raised from
the dead: [1] Jairus’ daughter (Mk. 5:35-43); [2] the widow of Nain’s son (Lk. 7:11-16);
[3] Lazarus (Jn. 11:1‑44); as well as [4] all of those who were raised from the dead
when Jesus died (Mt 27:51-53). Yet Jesus distinguished Himself above the prophets and
apostles in that He not only raised others from the dead, but He also raised Himself! Yes,
the greatest proof of deity of Jesus Christ is His own resurrection. “Jesus said, ‘When
you lift up the Son of Man [i.e. on the cross], then you will know that I am [i.e. Yahweh,
God]’” (John 8:28).
Read John 2:19-22, 10:17-18
 Thursday - Jesus Called Himself the I AM, Eternal God. John 8:54-59
“Jesus answered, ‘Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was
glad.’ So the Jews said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen
Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born,
I am.’ Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him…” (John 8:54-59). O how the
sceptics and cults scramble to try to explain away Jesus’ statements here, but the Jews
knew that Jesus was calling Himself eternal God, the I AM, and were ready to stone
Him for blasphemy. Yes, Jesus is the I AM, the One who eternally is, for “His goings
forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2). Read Hebrews 1:1-8
 Friday - The Power of Jesus’ Divine Name, I AM.
John 18:4-6
“Judas then, having received the Roman cohort and officers from the chief priests and
the Pharisees, came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. So Jesus, knowing
all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth and said to them, ‘Whom do you
seek?’ They answered Him, ‘Jesus the Nazarene.’ He said to them, ‘I am.’ … So when
He said to them, ‘I am,’ they drew back and fell to the ground” (John 18:4-6). See here
how Jesus’ enemies are overcome by the power of His divine name. Someday “every
knee will bow,” even Christ’s enemies, “and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord,” i.e. Yahweh, the I AM (Phil. 2:10-11).
Read 1 Peter 3:15

 Monday - The Word “LORD” Substituted for Yahweh.
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John 8:31-36
Bondage of the Will & Freedom in Christ

Notes

Outline
1. Starters Vs. Finishers.
(John 8:31)

• Their “belief”
turned into malice.
• Parable of the
four soils.
• True disciples
continue in the Word.

John 8:34
“Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave
of sin’” (John 8:34; cf. 2 Pet. 2:19). In Greek, the word translated “commits” is a present
active participle, referring to the continuous habit or practice of sin (cf. 1 John 3:8). It is
the condition that Paul calls “the mind set on the flesh” (Rom. 8:6), i.e. an unregenerate
life (2 Cor. 5:17). But even if the Christian is no longer a slave of sin he may still act
like a slave and even submit to his old master (Rom. 7:14-15). And in such a state
the backslidden Christian is difficult to distinguish from the unbeliever. Therefore,
Christian, “Do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do
not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness
… For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace”
(Rom. 6:12‑14).
Read Romans, chapter 6

(John 8:31)
(John 8:48, 59)
(Matt. 13:3-9)
(Matt. 13:18-23)
(1 John 2:19)
(Heb. 12:1-3)

John 8:31-36
As we have seen, the unbeliever has no moral free-will because he is a slave of sin
(Read Martin Luther’s Bondage of the Will). He makes hundreds of decisions every
day, but none to glorify God. The apostle Paul describes the unbeliever’s condition this
way: “The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to
the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God” (Rom. 8:7-8). So we see that the unbeliever is unable to obey or please
God because he is a slave of sin. But Christ came to set us free from slavery to our
sinful desires (John 8:31-36). The Christian has been freed from slavery to sin and is
the only person with a truly free will. Does that mean that the Christian does not sin
anymore? No, it means that the Christian is free not to sin; it means that he is free now
to decide, “Not my will, but Thy will be done, Lord.”
Read 1 Corinthians 10:13

(John 8:32-34)

 Wednesday - The Christian’s Free Will.

(1 John 3:6, 8)
(Rom. 8:6)

• No moral
free-will.

(John 8:34)
(Gen. 6:5)

• Total
inability.

(Rom. 3:11)
(Rom. 8:7-8)

3. Sons of God.

John 8:34
Bob Dylan wrote a song in the 70’s called Gotta Serve Somebody (1979). In it he says,
“You’re gonna have to serve somebody. Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord,
but you’re gonna have to serve somebody.” The Bible declares that everyone is a servant
of one thing or another. The one who practices sin is a servant of sin (John 8:34), and
the one who believes in Jesus Christ is a “bond-servant” of the Lord (25x, NT). So then,
every person on the face of this planet is either a slave of sin or a bond-servant of Jesus
Christ. “Choose today whom you will serve…” (Josh. 24:15).
Read Matthew 6:24

(John 8:35-36)

 Thursday - Slave of Sin Or Bond-Servant of God?

• Continuing in Word
produces freedom.

(John 8:32)
(Luke 4:18)

• Only the Christian has
a truly free-will.

(John 8:36)
(Gal. 5:13)

• Freedom from sin =
freedom not to sin.

(Rom. 6:12-14)
(Rom. 6:17-18)

• Sons can still
act like slaves.

(Rom. 7:14-15)
(Gal. 5:1)

• Bond-servant,
Greek doulos, slave.

John 8:31
“So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, ‘If you continue in My word,
then you are truly disciples of Mine’” (John 8:31-32). As pictured in Jesus’ parable of
the four types of soil (Mt. 13:3-9, 18-23), there are those who rise up quickly in the
Christian church but disappear just as quickly. Continuing devotion to Christ’s teaching
is the surest proof that we are true disciples. Authentic Christianity is measured, not by
who starts the race, but by who finishes.
Read 1 John 2:19; Hebrews 12:1-3

 Monday - True Disciples Continue in Christ’s Word.

 Tuesday - Not a Slave of Sin, So Stop Acting Like One.

2. Slaves of Sin.
• “Commit” =
a mind-set.

John 8:31-36 Daily Devotions

John 8:36
Jesus said, “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).
But doesn’t the Bible call the Christian a “bond-servant” of Jesus Christ (Greek: doulos,
literally “slave”)? Yes, twenty-five times in the New Testament the Christian is called
a bond-servant. How then is being a bond-servant of Jesus Christ true freedom? To be
the Lord’s bond-servant is freedom: [1] from trying to keep the Law to be saved or
stay saved (Gal. 5:1, 13); [2] from condemnation (Rom. 8:1); [3] from the penalty of
sin (Rom. 8:2); [4] and from the power of sin to enslave us (Rom. 6:18). Yes, only the
bond‑servant of Jesus Christ is truly free!
Read Romans 6:22; 1 Peter 2:16

 Friday - True Freedom in Christ.

(25x, NT)
(Rom. 6:22)
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John 8:39-44
Man-Made Religion: Satan’s Ugly Daughter

Notes

Outline
1. Flawed Hope.
(John 8:39a)

• “Abraham is
our father”
• John B’s warning.

 Tuesday - True & False Religion.

(Matt. 3:8-9)

(John 8:39b)

• Saving faith.

John 8:39
Jesus said to the Jews who were seeking to kill him, ‘If you are Abraham’s children, do
the deeds of Abraham’” (John 8:39). What were Abraham’s deeds? “By faith Abraham,
when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going” (Heb. 11:8). True
religion is marked by faith that works, faith that motivates men to action, faith that
produces tangible results, faith that can be seen.
Read James 2:14-26

 Wednesday - Faith That Works.

(Heb. 11:8)

(James 2:14-26)

3. Felonious Result.

John 8:42
Jesus said to the Jews who were seeking to kill him, “If God were your Father, you
would love Me” (John 8:42). As Jesus has already reminded us, one cannot love and
honor God and not love and honor His Son, Jesus Christ. Scripture declares “He who
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him” (John 5:23); and “He
who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me” (Luke 10:16); and again, “Whoever
denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father
also” (1 John 2:23). You cannot have part of God. And so we must tell our Jewish and
Moslem friends that the Trinity is a package deal.
Read Matthew 28:19

 Thursday - A Package Deal.

(John 8:40)

• “You are seeking
to kill Me”
• The religion of Cain.

(John 8:40, 59)

(Gen. 4:3-8)

John 8:44
According to a 2009 Barna Poll, only 26% of Americans who claim to be Christians
believe that the devil is a living being. Nevertheless, we should know that Jesus and the
disciples, as well as 23 books of the Bible, refer to the devil, not as a mere picture of
evil, but as a literal being with a malevolent mind, will and emotions. But if the world
believes that Satan is pure mythology, the devil is more than happy to work undercover.
You, however, must know your enemy, Christian, if you wish to fight the good fight
of faith (1 Tim. 6:12). The devil is a creature who is: [1] powerful, but not omnipotent
(Rev. 12:7‑9); [2] crafty, but not omniscient (Job 2:4‑5); and [3] he roams the earth,
but he is not omnipresent (Job 1:6). He may attack like a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5:8), or
masquerade as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14-15). He has schemes, i.e. battle plans
(Eph. 6:11-12; 2 Cor. 2:11), and his chief weapons are doubt and deception (Jn. 8:44;
Rev. 12:9). But do not fear, dear child of God, for “greater is He who is in you than he
who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
Read 1 Peter 5:8

 Friday - The Devil is Real.

4. Father of Lies.
(John 8:41-44)

• “A murder from
the beginning”
• The father of lies.

John 8:39
The Jews in Jesus’ day trusted in their ancestry and circumcision for salvation.
“Abraham is our father,” they boasted to Jesus (John 8:39). But John the Baptist
had already warned them, “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance; and do
not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for
I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham”
(Matt. 3:8‑9). Growing up in a Christian home, or attending a Christian school, or
joining a Christian church, or even being baptized are of no value if these things
are not united with personal faith in God. Jesus said, “You must be born again”
(John 3:7).
Read Romans 2:28-29; Galatians 3:7, 28-29; Philippians 3:3

John 8:39
Here we see the Jews boasting in Abraham as their forefather (John 8:33, 39), and at
the same time seeking to kill Jesus (John 8:59). Their religion, like Cain’s, turned into
murder, because it was divorced from true love and faith (Gen. 4:3-8). And so, historically
man-made religion has grown up alongside true religion and is the ugly step-sister of a
true relationship with God. The first is motivated by hatred, the second by love. But if
the world does not distinguish between the two and lumps you in the same category
with all of the religious fruits and nuts, then you must show them the difference. Jesus
said, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for another”
(John 13:35).
Read Matthew 5:13-16, 22:36‑40

(John 8:33, 39)

2. Faith Without Works.
• “Do the deeds
of Abraham”

John 8:39-44, Daily Devotions

 Monday - Infernal Security.

(Gen. 3:1-7)

(Rev. 12:9)
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John 9
Suffering & The Will of God

Notes

Outline
1. Setting & Situation.
(John 9:1-2)

• A birth announcement
that turned to sorrow.

(John 9:1)

• Begging for mercy,
receiving judgment.

(John 9:2, 34)

2. Sin, Sovereignty & Suffering.
(John 9:2-12)

• Suffering caused  
by Adam.

(Gen. 3:17-19)

• Suffering caused  
by parents.
• Suffering caused  
by personal sin.

(Ex. 20:5)
(Deut. 28:15-68)

• The theology of
Job’s “comforters.”
• God sovereignty
over suffering.

(Job 4:7-8)
(Rom. 8:28)
(Job 2:10)

• Who makes man
seeing or blind?

(Ex. 4:11)

(John 9:13-34)

• They couldn’t refute
his testimony.

(John 9:34)
(John 9:25)

• Excommunication
(John 9:24-34)
from man-made religion.

4. Salvation & Scorn.
(John 9:35-41)

• He worshipped
Christ.
• The self-righteous
condemned.

John 9:1-3
“It’s a boy!” came the happy announcement. But as days turned into weeks, joy gave
way to despair – their baby boy was blind! (John 9:1). Growing up in Jerusalem in the
first century, the blind man sat outside the temple, crying, “Alms, alms for the poor!”
But his pleas were met more often with judgment than with mercy. Even Jesus’ own
disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born
blind?” (John 9:2). Their’s was the theology of Job’s three “comforters” who assumed
all suffering is the result of one’s own personal sin (Job 4:7-8). But Jesus answered,
“It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was in order that the works
of God might be displayed in him” (John 9:3). Perhaps Jesus’ reply raises more
questions than it answers. What or who made this man blind? The answer does not fit
today’s pop-theology, but the answer is God. “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who
makes him dumb or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord?” (Ex. 4:11). In God’s
sovereign plan this man was born blind “that the works of God might be displayed in
him” (John 9:3). The truth is that God causes all things, even my afflictions, to work
together for my good and His glory (Rom. 8:28), so that I can rejoice always and in
everything give thanks (1 Thess. 5:16-18).
Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

 Monday - Who Makes Man Seeing Or Blind?

John 9:2
“And His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he should be born blind?’” (Jn. 9:2). O how quickly we are to speculate about the sins of
others, rather than to minister to them in their suffering. We would rather philosophize
than to philanthropize.
Read Matthew 25:34-40

 Tuesday - True Ministry.

John 9:25
“One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see” (Jn. 9:25). This untaught,
unlearned beggar stood up to the most highly educated skeptics of his day. He simply
proclaimed what Christ had done in him. The one thing men can’t explain is a life
completely transformed by the power of Jesus Christ. Therefore, “sanctify Christ
as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks
you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence”
(1 Peter 3:15).
Read Colossians 4:5-6

 Wednesday - One Thing I Know.

John 9:34
“They answered and said to him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you teaching
us?’ And they put him out” (Jn. 9:34). The Pharisees couldn’t handle this man’s
profession of what Jesus had done in his life and so they put him out of the synagogue;
that is, they excommunicated him. The new Christian is an outcast of man-made
religion. He has abandoned man-made religion and man-made religion has abandoned
him. Relationship, not religion, is his new driving force. Dead religion cannot satisfy
him for his soul thirsts for the living God (Psalm 42:2).
Read Psalm 63:1

 Thursday - Outcasts of Man-Made Religion.

3. Summons & Sanction.
• They rejected the
ex-blind man’s theology.

John 9, Daily Devotions

(John 9:35-38)
(John 9:39-41)
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John 9:35-38
Jesus heard that the Pharisees had put the blind man whom Jesus had healed out of the
synagogue, “and finding him, He said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered
and said, ’And who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘You
have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you.’ And he said, ‘Lord, I
believe.’ And he worshiped Him.” (Jn. 9:35-38). To the Jews, the title “Son of Man” had
Messianic connotations (cf. Dan. 7:13-14). Jesus is the Messiah, the anointed Prophet,
Priest, and King. In all of these offices He has no successor: He is the final Prophet and
Word of God to man; He is a High Priest forever and the one Mediator between God
and man; and He is the King of kings and Lord of lord. Have you crowned him Lord
of all the kingdoms of your heart?
Read Phil. 2:9-11

 Friday - The Son of Man, Messiah.
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John 10
The Good Shepherd Lays Down His Life

Notes

Outline
1. Background.

(OT Prophets)

• The Bible likens
us to sheep.

(Psa. 23)
(Isa. 53:6)

• Man-made religion’s
“worthless” shepherds.
• A good shepherd
was promised.

2. Jesus is the Door
to the Sheepfold.
• “I” (emphatic);
i.e. “I alone”
• Only one
legitimate way in.

3. Jesus is the
Good Shepherd.
• The Good Shepherd
lays down His life
(of His own free will).
• “My sheep”
“not My sheep”
“other sheep”
• Eternal security
of the sheep.
• Jesus’ deity
He is Jehovah Rohi.

John 10, Daily Devotions

John 10:9
Jesus said, “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved” (Jn. 10:9).
In Greek the “I” is emphatic; i.e. I alone am the door of the sheep. Later Jesus declared,
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me”
(Jn. 14:6). If we have any concern for the eternal welfare of unsaved family members,
friends and co-workers, then this must be our message: “There is salvation in no one
else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). But be careful, Christian, that you speak the truth in
love (Eph. 4:15), i.e. with gentleness and reverence (1 Pet. 3:15). Read Isaiah 43:11

 Monday - I Am The Door.

 Tuesday - The Good Shepherd.
John 10:11-16
History records that Israel had many worthless shepherds [leaders] who allowed the
nation to wander spiritually (Ezek 34:6), and so Israel “became food for every beast of
the field [surrounding nations] and were scattered” (Ezek 34:4-5, 8). Instead of protecting
the sheep from trouble, Israel’s shepherds deserted the flock! The Lord said, “Woe
to the worthless shepherd who leaves the flock!” (Zech 11:17, cf. Jer 10:21, 23:1-4,
50:6). Therefore, God promised that He would raise up a good shepherd: “Then I will
set over them one Shepherd, My servant David [i.e. Christ, a descendent of David] …
He will feed them Himself and be their Shepherd” (Ezek 34:23). “Like a shepherd He
will tend His flock, in His arm He will gather the lambs, and carry them in His bosom”
(Isa 40:11). These Scriptures were fulfilled in Christ. When Jesus saw the multitudes
“He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep
without a shepherd” (Mt 9:36). He said, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd
lays down His life for the sheep. He who is a hireling … beholds the wolf coming, and
leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and scatters them. He flees
because he is a hireling, and is not concerned about the sheep. I am the good shepherd;
and I know My own, and My own know Me, even as the Father knows Me and I know
the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep” (Jn. 10:11-16). Christianity is not
merely being saved from sin and death and judgment; it also means having a Good
Shepherd who can guide and feed and protect and help you today.
Read Psalm 23

(Ezek 34)

(Ezek. 34:23)
(Isa. 40:11)
(John 10:1-10)

(John 10:9)

(John 14:6)

John 10:17-18
Over and over again the Jews sought to apprehend Jesus and put Him to death, but
each time He escaped their grasp, for “His time had not yet come” (John 7:30, 8:20,
cf. 10:39). Jesus said, “No one takes [My life] away from Me, but I lay it down on My
own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again”
(John 10:18). At the cross, Jesus was not an unwilling sacrifice; no rather, the Good
Shepherd laid down His life for His sheep.
Read Hebrews 7:26-27

 Wednesday - Priest & Sacrifice.

(John 10:11-42)

(John 10:11-18)

John 10:27
Above the din of voices of worldly philosophy, popular opinion, and man-made
psychologies, the Christian can hear the “still small voice” of God (1 Kings
19:12, KJV). This voice, not audible, the Christian hears from the pages of the written
Word. Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me”
(John 10:27).
Read James 1:22

 Thursday - The Voice of Scripture.

(John 10:27)
(John 10:26)
(John 10:16)
(John 10:27-29)

John 10:27-29
Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give
eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My
hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to
snatch them out of the Father’s hand” (John 10:27-29). Rejoice in your eternal security,
Christian, for you “are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5).
Read John 6:37-40

 Friday - Safe in His Hand.
(John 10:30-33)
(Psalm 23:1)
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John 11
The Resurrection of Lazarus

Notes

Outline
1. Relationship:
A Family Jesus Loved.

• Jesus’ relationship
with this family.

(v. 1-2)

(v. 3-5)
(Luke 10:38-42)
(John 12:1-6)

• Deliberate
delay.
• Lazarus is
“asleep.”

(v. 6-7)

(v. 11-16)

 Wednesday - Resurrection & Life.
John 11:25
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even
if he dies” (John 11:25). The Christian no longer fears the grave; death has lost its
sting (1 Cor. 15:54-55). He believes not just in the principle of resurrection, but in the
Person who is resurrection and life -- that is Christ. Jesus said, “For this is the will of
My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal
life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:40). Read Psalm 116:15

2. Resurrection:
A Principle & Person.
(John 11:17-37)

• Mourners came
from Jerusalem.
• Martha’s encounter:
“I am the resurrection”
• Mary’s encounter:
“Jesus wept”

(v. 17-19)

 Thursday - Jesus Wept.
John 11:35
Though He knew Lazarus would rise from the dead, nevertheless, “Jesus wept”
(John 11:35). He had no interest in adding to the melodrama, as did the Jewish funeral
wailers. His tears were borne out of compassion, for our text says. “He was deeply
moved in spirit” (John 11:33). Our Lord enjoins us, “Rejoice with those who rejoice,
and weep with those who weep” (Rom. 12:15), for He says, “I desire compassion”
(Matt. 9:13).
Read Psalm 56:8

(v. 20-27)

(v. 28-37)

3. Regeneration:
Fiat Re-Creation.

 Friday - Come Forth!
John 11:43
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth” (John 11:43). This was no
mere healing; it was the raising of a body so dead that it smelled (John 11:39). There
is creative power in Jesus’ command. He says, “Come forth!” and sun, moon, stars,
planets, and galaxies spring forth from nothing (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 11:3),
“for He commanded and they were created” (Psa. 148:5). He says, “Come forth!”, and
Lazarus’ inanimate flesh surged with new life. He says, “Come forth!”, and by His
decree, the soul dead in trespasses and sins is born again (1 Pet. 1:3), for “by His doing
you are in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:30).
Read Romans 8:11

(John 11:38-57)

• Lazarus was
stinky dead.
• The power of
Christ’s word.
• Unbind him
and let him go.
• Many believed
others conspired.

 Monday - Man’s Chief End.
John 11:4
“But when Jesus heard [of Lazarus’ illness], He said, ‘This sickness is not unto death,
but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it” (John 11:4). As we
saw earlier in John’s gospel, in the case of the man who had been born blind (John 9),
God weaves our disabilities, diseases, and here even death into His great plan. Man’s
created purpose is to glorify God in life and, yes, even in death. “Whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).
Read Romans 14:7-8
 Tuesday - In His Time.
John 11:6
“When therefore [Jesus] heard that [Lazarus] was sick, He stayed then two days longer
in the place where He was” (John 11:6). Jesus’ purpose here was greater than either
Mary or Martha anticipated. He determined, not to heal their sick brother, but to raise
him from the dead. Yet they cried out, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would
not have died” (John 11:21,32). But God’s purposes cannot be thwarted (Job 42:2),
and His timetable is neither hurried nor delayed. Jesus purposely planned His arrival
in Bethany so that Lazarus would be “good and dead” (cf. John 11:17), that His power
over the grave would be manifest. And so, dear Christian, God’s intentions toward you
are ever gracious, even when He seems to delay. He makes all things beautiful in His
time (cf. Eccl. 3:11).
Read Isaiah 40:31

(John 11:1-16)

• Mary, Martha
& Lazarus.

John 11, Daily Devotions

(v. 38-40)

(v. 41-43)

(v. 44)

 Saturday - Unbind Him.
John 11:43-44
Just as Jesus commanded they take off Lazarus’ grave clothes, so we who are no longer
dead in sin (Eph. 2:1), must take off our grave clothes (our old life) and put on grace
clothes (our new life in Christ), cf. 2 Cor. 5:17.
Read Eph. 2:22-24; Col. 3:8-14

(v. 45-57)
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John 12:1-11
Dinner for Fifteen Please

Notes

Outline
1. The Timeline.
• Dinner in Bethany.

John 12:3-5
“Mary therefore took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet
of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance
of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray
Him, said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii, and given to poor
people?’” (John 12:3-5). At this time, one denarius was one day’s wage, so if Judas’
estimate is correct, this perfume was worth nearly a year’s salary! Nard is an aromatic
herb grown in the high pastureland of the Himalayas. Procured from such a remote
region the ointment was naturally very expensive. Even the jar, made of alabaster, was
not cheap, yet Mary broke the expensive container and poured the costly ointment
over Jesus’ head and feet (Mt. 26:7; Mk. 14:3). But even when the disciples joined
in Judas’ scorn, Jesus commended Mary’s action, for this reason: Nothing “wasted”
on Christ is unacceptable. Dear Christian, has Christ cost you anything? Have you
given Him your time, treasures, and talents? Give to Him not last but first, your best
not worst.
Read 2 Samuel 24:19-24; Luke 18:29-30

Sunday

• Last supper.

Thursday

• Trials & Crucifixion.

Friday

• Resurrection.

Sunday

• Focus on Passion Week.

(John 12-20)

2. The Attendees.

John 12:4-6
“But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, ‘Why
was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?’ Now he
said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and
as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it” (John 12:4-6). In the
mystery of God’s purposes, Judas Iscariot was chosen by Christ to be a disciple. Jesus
said, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil? Now He
meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray
Him” (John 6:70-71). Elsewhere, Judas is called a “son of perdition” (John 17:12),
which translated means one destined to perish. So did Judas lose salvation? No, Judas
saw the miracles and heard the message, but he never truly believed. And what about
you? Test yourself to see if you are truly in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5).
1 John 2:19

 Wednesday - Did Judas Lose His Salvation?

• Simon, the [ex]leper.

(Mt. 26:6)

• Jesus & His disciples.

(Mt. 26:8)

• Lazarus, Mary & Martha.

(Jn. 12:2-3)

3. The Controversy.
• Typical Martha & Mary.

(Lk. 10:38-41)

• A “wasted” treasure?

(Jn. 12:3-5)

• Was Judas a believer?

(Jn. 12:4-6)

• Was Mary just a good.
listener?

 Thursday - A Fresh Reminder.
John 12:9-11
“The great multitude therefore of the Jews learned that [Jesus] was [in Bethany]; and
they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He
raised from the dead. But the chief priests took counsel that they might put Lazarus to
death also; because on account of him many of the Jews were going away, and were
believing in Jesus” (John 12:9-11). Lazarus was no one’s enemy when he was dead,
but his resurrection testified of the work of Christ and so they wanted to send him back
to the grave. Likewise, dear Christian, when you were dead in trespasses and sins, the
world had no quarrel with you, for the world loves its own. Like Lazarus who was four
days in the grave, before Christ you were so decayed that your old character stunk. But
now that Christ has given you new life, O how the world’s attitude toward you has
changed! Therefore, do not be surprised if world dislikes you, or even hates you, for you
are a fragrant aroma among those who still reek of death. Read 2 Corinthians 2:15-16

(Jn. 12:6-7)

• Post-Res. Lazarus
(Jn. 12:9-11)
presented a problem.
(“high priests”=Sadducees)
• Aroma of life & death.

John 12:1-5
In Bethany, at the home of Simon, a leper whom Jesus had probably healed (Mt. 26:6;
Mk. 14:3), dinner was prepared for Jesus, His disciples, and Lazarus, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead (John 11:1-46). Mary and Martha, Lazarus’ sisters, were also there.
And just as in Jesus’ earlier visit to Bethany, we find Martha busy serving and Mary at
Jesus’ feet (Luke 10:38-41). In both instances, Jesus defends Mary’s actions, yet without
condemning Martha’s service. Jesus dearly loved these two ladies (John 11:5): Martha
a picture of Christian service, and Mary a picture of Christian worship. Dear Lord, may
our lives likewise be a beautiful balance of these two virtues.
Read Luke 10:38-41

 Tuesday - “Wasted” on Christ.

Saturday

• Triumphal entry.

John 12:1-11, Daily Devotions

 Monday - Christian Service & Worship.

 Friday - Religious Hatred.
John 12:9-11
“But the chief priests took counsel that they might put Lazarus to death”
(John 12:9‑11). The essence of man-made religion is enmity toward God and hatred
toward man.
Read Genesis 4:3-8; Romans 8:6-8

(2 Cor. 2:15-16)
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John 12:12-19
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry

Notes

Outline
1.		 History of the Triumphal Entry.
• 1000 BC: Promise
to King David.

(2 Sam. 7:12-14)

• 971 BC: Solomon’s
Triumphal Entry.

(Isaiah 9:6-7)

• 520 BC: Prophecy.

(Zechariah 9:9)

John 12:12-13
“On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem, took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet
Him, and began to shout, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,
even the King of Israel’” (John 12:12-13). The word in our English Bibles translated
“Hosanna” comes from a Hebrew phrase hoshiya na, found in Psalm 118:25, where it
is translated, “Do save, we beseech You.” But over the centuries the phrase broadened
in its meaning from being a cry for help to a shout of expectation and exultation. It used
to mean, “Save, please!” But gradually, it came to mean, “Salvation has come!” The
word moved from plea to praise; from cry to confidence (Piper). Let this be your praise
to God and testimony to the world: Hosanna, salvation has come!” Read John 3:16

• 332 BC: Alexander’s
Triumphal Entry.
• 30 AD: Christ’s
Triumphal Entry.

(John 12:12-16)

John 12:12-15
After those great battles recorded in Rome’s history, her conquering generals would ride
into Rome on a white stallion with great pomp and procession, but of Christ’s “triumphal
entry” into Jerusalem, we read, “And Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it is
written, fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, seated on a donkey’s
colt.” (John 12:14-15). Christian, behold your King, your General, your Hero, riding on
a donkey and then nailed to a tree! O how the world scorns such a hero as Christ, yet
“the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18). Be not ashamed! Read Romans 1:16-17

 Wednesday - Behold Your King!

2.		 Hosanna, Praise & Testimony.
• Palm Branches:
An emblem of
victory and joy.

(Lev. 23:40-43)
(John 12:12-13)
(Rev. 7:9)

• hoshiya na:
“save, please!” 
“Salvation has come!

(Psa. 118:25)

• Two Advents:
1  on a donkey  peace.
2  on a stallion  war.

John 12:14-15
In ancient culture “the ass or donkey is commonly associated with the pursuits of peace
(Judg. 10:4, 12:14; 2 Sam. 17:23, 19:26; Isa. 1:3); the horse, with warfare (Ex. 15:1, 19,
21; Psa. 33:17, 76:6, 147:10; Prov. 21:31; Jer. 8:6, 51:21; Zech. 10:3; Rev. 6:4). At Jesus’
first advent He came in peace, mounted on a donkey, to bring salvation (John 12:14‑15).
Yet when Christ returns it will not be as a Suffering Servant mounted on a donkey, but
as the King of Kings mounted on a white horse (either literally or figuratively). The
apostle John, who records both of these events, writes, “And I saw heaven opened,
and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and wages war … And on His robe and on His thigh He has a
name written, ‘King of kings and Lord of lords’” (Rev. 19:11, 16). Look up, Christian,
your redemption is drawing near! (Luke 21:27-28).
Read Revelation 19:11-16

 Thursday - Donkeys & Horses.

(John 12)
(Rev. 19)

3.		 Holy Spirit’s Illumination.
• No understanding until
after Jesus glorified.
• Jesus’ promised He
would send a Helper.

(John 12:16)

John 12:16
“These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified,
then they remembered that these things were written of Him” (John 12:16). The disciples
needed the Holy Spirit to illuminate God’s Word to their minds (John 14:26). For faith
comes from hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17), but only under the illumination
of the Holy Spirit. Precious Holy Spirit please illuminate to our minds today the Word
that You inspired!
Read John 15:26, 16:7

 Friday - The Illumination of the Holy Spirit.

(John 14:16, 26)
(John 15:26, 16:7)

• Spiritual Understanding:
1  the Word of God.
2  the Spirit of God.

John 12:12-13
In Leviticus we read that the people waved palm branches celebrating their deliverance
from bondage in Egypt (Lev. 23:40-43). In John’s gospel, we read that the people waved
palm branches celebrating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem (John 12:12‑13). And
in Revelation we read, “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which
no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were
in their hands” (Rev. 7:9). You, Christian, are a part of this last group, who will celebrate
your deliverance from this world and the triumphal [re]entry of King Jesus at the end
of the age. Your praise today is worship practice for that day. Read 1 Peter 4:12-13

 Monday - Palm Branches.

 Tuesday - Hosanna, Salvation Has Come!

(1 Kings 1:38-46)

• 700 BC: Prophecy.

John 12:12-19, Daily Devotions

(Rom. 10:17)
(John 16:13)
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John 12:35-36, 46
Jesus is the Light of the World

Notes

Outline
1. Jesus is God.
• God is light.
Jesus is God.

(1 John 1:5)

John 3:19-21
Why would anyone dislike Jesus Christ? He was arguably the greatest philanthropist
of all time who healed the sick, raised the dead and fed the poor. Those who heard Him
speak marveled “at the gracious words that fell from His lips” (Luke 4:22). So how can
anybody not love one so compassionate and so merciful? The reason is this: Jesus is
the Light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5, 12:46). But you say, “That is why I love Him!”
Yes, and that is because you are a child of God, but there are others who hate Him for
precisely the same reason. “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world,
and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone
who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds
will be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light” (John 3:19‑21).
It is impossible to love Jesus Christ and love sin at the same time. The two are mutually
exclusive (Matt. 6:24).
Read Matthew 16:24

(Heb. 1:3)

2. Jesus is Holy.
• Light = Holiness
Jesus is Holy.

(1 Tim. 6:16)

• He “enlightens
every man.”

(John 1:1-9)

John 8:12
What did Jesus mean when He said, “I am the light of the world”? (John 8:12).
In Scripture, light represents truth. When one understands the truth we say that his mind
has been enlightened or illuminated. On the other hand, when one’s mind is governed
by error, we say that his understanding has been darkened (Rom. 1:21; Eph. 4:18).
Jesus Christ is the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth (John 14:6). Read
Christ’s Word, the Bible, today. You will always get a straight answer. Read Psalm 43:3

 Wednesday - Light Represents Truth.

(John 3:19-21)

3. Jesus is True.
• Light = Truth
Jesus is the Truth.
• The infallible
Word of Truth.

(John 14:6)

John 1:9
In the Bible, light also represents holiness and purity. Scripture declares that “God is
light” (1 John 1:5) and that He “dwells in unapproachable light” (1 Tim. 6:16), which is
His transcendent, unequaled, absolute holiness. So, when Jesus said, “I am the light of
the world” (John 8:12), it was a declaration of His deity and His holiness. Furthermore,
at the beginning of John’s gospel we read that God the Son is “the true Light which,
coming into the world, enlightens every man” (John 1:9). But in what way does Christ
“enlighten every man”? He enlightens us by revealing in Himself God’s perfect holiness,
and by contrast our sinfulness, thus revealing our need for a Savior. By shining His light
on us, Christ becomes our Great Physician, who not only reveals our sickness, but also
supplies the cure. Make an appointment today.
Read Ephesians 5:1-12

 Thursday - Light Represents Holiness.

(Psa. 119:105)

4. Reflecting the Light.
• While I am in the
world I am the light.
• You are the light
of the world.
• If the light
becomes darkness.
• Walk as children
of the light.
• Proclaim His
excellencies.

John 8:12
Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world” (John 8:12); not a light, but the light of the
world. Jesus is not the brightest light among many others; but the single source of all
spiritual light. Jesus called the religious leaders of His day “blind-guides” (Matt. 15:14),
so also the man-made religions and worldly philosophies in our own day offer no
light, but only add more darkness. Jesus is the only Light that can illuminate the mind
(Psa. 19:8), light man’s path (Psa. 119:105), pierce the darkness of man’s soul and bring
hope to those who sit in darkness (Matt. 4:16). There is one Light of the world and that
is Jesus Christ, revealed in the written Word.
Read Psalm 119:105

 Monday - Jesus is the Only Light of the World.

 Tuesday - Light Exposes What is Hidden.

• God is all-glorious
Jesus is that glory.

• Some attracted,
some repelled.

Gleanings From John, Daily Devotions

(John 9:5)

(Matt. 5:14-16)

John 12:36
Within our solar system God made two great lights, the greater light to govern the day
and the lesser light to govern the night (Gen. 1:16). Yet we know that the moon has no
light of its own, but reflects the rays of the sun. In the same way, the Lord has ordained
that Christ’s disciples should shine in the darkness by reflecting the Son, who is the
light of the world. Christian, God has providentially placed you where you are to shine
in the darkness of your office, your neighborhood, the grocery store, the doctor’s office,
or wherever you are. Christ is the only light of the world, but you can be a reflection of
Him today.
Read Matthew 5:14-16; Philippians 2:15

 Friday - You Are the Light of the World.

(Matt. 6:23)

(Eph. 5:1-12)

(1 Pet. 2:9)
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John 13:1-17
Greatness in God’s Kingdom

Notes

Outline
1. The Passover in Review.
• Old Testament
foundation.

(Ex. 12:1-13)

• New Testament
fulfillment.

(1 Cor. 5:7)

• Application:
Sonship (No fear).

(Rom. 8:15)
(Rom. 5:9)

2. The Joy that Perseveres.
• The Father at
the finish line.

(Heb. 12:2)

• Application:
Single-mindedness.

John 13:1
“Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that
He should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in
the world, He loved them to the end” (Jn. 13:1). Though unbelievers are benefactors
of God’s common grace (Mt. 5:45), Christ reserves His choicest affections for “His
own.” And so, if you are a true child of God, you need never plead or beg to arouse
God’s love toward you, for nothing can separate you (Rom. 8:35-39), from the unfailing
(1 Cor. 13:8), unchanging (Micah 7:18), everlasting love of God (Jer. 31:3), toward His
bride which is the church (Eph. 5:25).
Read Psalm 103:11, 17

(Psa. 103:11,17)

• To the end,
Literally: uttermost.
• Application:
Surrender & Similitude.

(Rom. 8:38-39)

John 13:3-17
“Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to
wipe them with the towel with which He was girded” (Jn. 13:5). Some misunderstand
the practical spiritual lesson given here and suppose that Jesus was instituting some
kind of permanent church ordinance. What Christ gives here is an “example” (v.15),
not a new sacrament. The lesson is this: The disciples were arguing about which one
of them would be greatest in God’s kingdom (Lk. 22:24-30); but Jesus’ washing the
disciples feet served as a silent but powerful rebuke, “Let him that would be greatest
become the servant of all” (Mark 10:43-45).
Read Philippians 2:3-5; 1 Peter 4:10

 Wednesday - Servant of All.

(1 John 4:11)

4. The Measure of Greatness.
• They were arguing
about their greatness.
• Earlier indignation.
• The practice of  
foot-washing.
• The white elephant
in the room.
• Jesus took the form
of a servant.
• John B’s humility
comes to light.
• Application:
Service.

John 13:1
An appreciable amount of information is written in the gospels concerning Jesus’
emotional condition in the Garden of Gethsemene just before His arrest. The Holy Spirit,
in His providence and for our instruction, thought it best to inspire the gospel writers to
record every raw emotion and physical reaction of the Son of God as He contemplated
the cross. Matthew and Mark relate that Jesus was “grieved and distressed” (Mt. 26:37;
Mk. 14:33); even, “deeply grieved, to the point of death” (Mt. 26:38; Mk. 14:34). Luke
adds that Jesus was “in agony” and began to sweat “great drops of blood” (Lk. 22:44).
And we read that three times our Lord offered this plea, “My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from Me; yet not My will, but Thy will be done” (Mt. 26:39, 42, 44).
Yes, “Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father” (John 13:1), and it was His thoughts of His heavenly Father that mitigated His
anguish concerning His upcoming suffering and death. Jesus could see the light at the
end of the tunnel, so to speak, and that light was God (1 John 1:5). And so, “for the joy
set before Him [He] endured the cross” (Heb. 12:2). It was a joy that enabled Him to
endure all things, born out of His anticipation that He would soon be with His Father.
So also for you, Christian, “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of
God” (Acts 14:22), but it is the promise that in the end we will enter into the joy of our
Master that carries us through (Mt. 25:21, 23).
Read Psalm 16:11

 Monday - The Joy That Endures All Things.

 Tuesday - He Loves “His Own”.

(Col. 3:2)

3. The Hound of Heaven.
• Jesus’ special love
for “His own”.

John 13:1-17, Daily Devotions

(Lk. 22:24-27)
(Mt. 20:20-28)
(1 Sam. 25:41)

John 13:8
“Peter said to Him, ‘Never shall You wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash
you, you have no part with Me’” (Jn. 13:8). Washing, to the Jews, was a symbolic act,
signifying purification from uncleanliness. As in baptism, it is not the waters that purify,
but the Holy Spirit. O Lord, cleanse us this day with Thy Spirit! Read Hebrews 12:14

 Thursday - Spiritual Cleansing.

(John 13:4)
(Phil. 2:7)

John 13:8-9
Here in John 13, we see Peter once again telling the Lord what to do and what not to
do: “You shall never wash my feet” (John 13:8), “OK then, wash my whole body”
(John 13:9, cf. Matthew 16:21-23). Admittedly, God’s ways do not always make sense
to us (Isa. 55:8-9), but that is only because we do not have the whole picture. Living
the Christian life is trusting God implicitly. That is the great thing about having the
inerrant written Word of God: God’s way is always right!
Read Proverbs 3:5-6

 Friday - Have Thine Own Way, Lord.

(John 1:27)
(Mk. 10:44)
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John 13:18-38
Judas’ Betrayal & Peter’s Denials Foretold

Notes

Outline
1. Judas’ Betrayal Foretold.
(John 13:18-30)

• 1000-year-old
prophecy.

• Advance notice, that
you may know “I AM”
• Jesus’ miracles did
not change Judas.

• Judas’ masquerade
fooled the disciples.
• Jesus offered him a
Passover morsel.
• Jesus foretold of a
coming apostasy.

		Authentic Christianity:
Fellowship with Christ.

(John 13:18)
(Psalm 41:9)
(John 13:19)
(Isa. 46:9-10)
(John,

chap. 2-11)
(John 13:21-25)
(John 13:28-30)
(John 13:26-27)
(1 Cor. 5:7)
(Matt. 24:10)
(cf. 1 Tim. 4:1)
(Rev. 3:20)

2. John’s Gospel Favorites.
(John 13:31-35)

• The disciples’
positions at supper.

• Jesus - (Lk. 3:23)
Peter - oldest disciple?
John- youngest?

• The disciple whom
Jesus “loved.”

(John 13:23-25)
~ 33 yrs. old
~ 40 yrs. old
~ 23 yrs. old
(John 13:23)
4x

• Uses of the word “love”:
Mt: 11; Mk: 5; Lk: 12; Jn: 39

		Authentic Christianity:
Love the brethren

(1 John 3:14)

3. Peter’s Denials Foretold.
(John 13:36-38)

• The apostle Peter’s
overconfidence.
• Bookends to
John, chapter 13

		Authentic Christianity:
God’s amazing grace

(John 13:37)
(1 Cor. 10:12)
(John 13:1)
(John 13:38)
(Lk. 22:31-32)

63

John 13:18-38, Daily Devotions

John 13:21-22
Judas Iscariot spent three years in Jesus’ immediate presence. He saw Jesus feed the
5000, heal the sick, raise the dead, walk on water and calm the storm. Yet despite
overwhelming evidence that Jesus is God the Son and the Messiah, Judas handed
Jesus over to be murdered for thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 26:14–16). It has been
said there are three kinds of “believers” in every church: believers, unbelievers, and
make-believers. Judas was both an unbeliever and a make-believer. He was so good at
pretending to be a Christian that none of the other disciples were even suspicious of
him (John 13:21‑22). Dear reader, check your own heart and see if you truly belong to
Christ. The make-believer may fool the people in his own church and even deceive his
own family and friends, but God sees the heart; and it is before Him alone that each
one must stand and give an account (2 Cor. 5:10).
Read 2 Corinthians 13:5
 Tuesday - Fellowship With Jesus Christ.
John 13:26-30
“Jesus then answered, ‘[The one who will betray Me] is the one for whom I shall dip
the morsel and give it to him.’ So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave
it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot” (John 13:26). According to Jewish custom, the
morsel Jesus prepared for Judas would have been a piece of the Passover lamb and bread
rolled together and then dipped in bitter herbs. The offer of this morsel was normally a
gesture of fellowship, but here Jesus uses it to identify His betrayer. In Judas our fallen
humanity is fully revealed, that despises the fellowship of such a gracious and benevolent
Savior. The essence of authentic Christianity is this: Daily communion and fellowship
with Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3). Today He stands at the door of your heart knocking.
Will you open the door or hang out the “Do not disturb” sign? Read Revelation 3:20
 Wednesday - Stand-Alone Faith.
John 13:30
Judas was one of the twelve disciples, and for a time he looked and acted like the other
disciples, but in the end he fell away. Did Judas lose his salvation? No, he never truly
believed. Jesus knew from the beginning that Judas was “a devil” (John 6:70) and “the
son of perdition” (John 17:12, i.e. one destined to perish). Similarly, Jesus warned
that at the end of this present age there will be a great “apostasy” (2 Thess. 2:3), and
“many” will fall away from the Christian faith (Matt. 24:10, cf. 1 Tim. 4:1). These
will be ones who call themselves “Christians,” but then walk away from the church,
renounce Christianity and betray the Lord, just as Judas did. What about you? Will you
stand up for Jesus Christ even if a close friend, a family member, or your own spouse
walks away? Choose today whom you will serve (Joshua 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21). Dear
God strengthen your people today with stand-alone faith.
Read 1 John 2:19
 Thursday - One Birthmark of True Christianity.
John 13:35
Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love for one
another” (John 13:35). The love and self-sacrifice of Christians has done more to spread
the name of Christ than theological debate ever will. In the early days of the church,
the heathen declared, “See how these Christians love one another.” Love for God’s
people is the Christian’s birthmark - a mark of being born again: “We know that we
have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love
abides in death” (1 John 3:14). True Christians fellowship with one another not because
of conscience, compulsion, or compliance to a creed, but because they earnestly love
one another.
Read Romans 12:9-13; Galatians 6:10
 Friday - Omniscient Love.
John 13:1, 38
Jesus said to Peter, “Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny
Me three times” (John 13:38). In the first verse of John, chapter 13, we read that Jesus
loved “His own” to the end (Jn. 13:1). And here, in the last verse, Jesus foretells Peter’s
denials. The first and last verses serve as bookends to John 13. Jesus loves His own,
even in the moments of their greatest weakness. Of course, the $64,000 question is
-- Are you one of “His own”? - i.e. Do you belong to Christ? Read Romans 8:38-39

 Monday - Believers, Unbelievers & Make-Believers.
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John 14:1-11
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life

Notes

Outline
1. Thomas: “Show Us the Way”
(John 14:1-6)

• Don’t be troubled, believe;
fear vs. faith.
• He had to “go” to the cross;
a six-hour building project.
• I will receive you to Myself;
face-to face fellowship.
• I am the way, truth, life;
remedy for the fall.
• The [Only] way;
a narrow message.
• The [Objective] truth;
about God & man.
• The [Overflowing] life;
wellspring of salvation.

(v. 1)

John 14:2-3
Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also”
(John 14:2-3). But where did Jesus have to “go” and what exactly did He have to do
to “prepare” a place for His disciples in heaven? Here we arrive at the heart of the
Gospel. The place where Jesus had to go was the cross, for it was only there that He
could prepare a place for us in heaven. In one popular television program an army of
skilled craftsmen build an amazing house for some needy family in just seven days.
But here we see that one Carpenter from Nazareth has built a mansion in Paradise for
everyone of those who believe in Him, in just six hours on the cross! Dear Christian,
you have an eternal dwelling place prepared for you that is beyond all comprehension
(1 Cor. 2:9).
Read Colossians 3:1-3

(v. 2-3)

(v. 3)

(v. 4-6)

John 14:2-3
“In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told
you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:23). This last part could be translated “I will come and receive you face to face with
Me.” When Christ returns He will embrace His bride, the church, and they will enjoy
personal, eternal fellowship together. Christ is the true “Joy of Man’s Desire” (Bach)
throughout eternity. Is He your true joy now?
Read Psalm 16:11; 1 John 3:2-3

 Wednesday - I Will Receive You to Myself.
(v. 6)

(v. 6)

John 14:6
When man sinned in Eden, three things happened: [1] the way into God’s presence
was blocked (Gen. 3:24); [2] man’s heart became deceitfully and desperately wicked
(Jer. 17:9); and [3] man died spiritually (Eph. 2:1). Christ came into the world to
remedy these three conditions, for all of those who believe in Him. Jesus said, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life” (Jn. 14:6); that is: I am [1] the only Way back
to God; [2] the objective Truth about God and man, life and death, heaven and hell;
and [3] the overflowing wellspring of eternal Life. Read Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5

 Thursday - The Way, The Truth & The Life.

(v. 6)

(John 14:7-11)

• Jesus is the image of
the invisible God.
• Mystery of the Trinity:
one God / three Persons.

John 14:1
Knowing that Judas’ betrayal was ahead, as well as Peter’s denials, a mock trial,
scourging and the cross, nevertheless Jesus thought not of Himself, but comforted His
disciples. “Let not your heart be troubled,” He said to console them (Jn. 14:1). How
blessed is the one whose comfort is Christ, whose Heavenly Father is “the God of all
comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3), and who have the Holy Spirit as their Comforter. But all of this is
not without a purpose, for God “comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able
to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God” (2 Cor. 1:4). And so, as one who daily experiences the triune
comfort of God, consider who you can comfort today.
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5

 Monday - Comforted to be a Comfort.

 Tuesday - I Go to Prepare a Place for You.

2. Philip: “Show Us the Father”
• You must know Christ
to know the Father.

John 14:1-11, Daily Devotions

John 14:8-9
“Philip said to [Jesus], ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?
He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?’”
(John 14:8-9). Jesus Christ is the “image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15), “the radiance
of His glory and the exact representation of His nature” (Heb. 1:3). Jesus said, “I and the
Father are one” (John 10:30). Men are not worthy of worship (Acts 14:11‑15), nor angels
(Rev. 22:8-10); yet Jesus Christ was not only worshipped by people, but He received
that worship (Mt. 14:33; John 9:38, 20:28). Jesus is the God-Man. Worship Him today
and “make His praise glorious” (Psa. 66:1). He is worthy! Read Philippians 2:9-11

 Friday - The Image of the Invisible God.

(v. 7)

(v. 8-9)

(v. 10-11)
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John 14:12-15
Three Marks of a Disciple of Christ

Notes

Outline
1.		 Evangelism.

(John 14:12)

“greater works than these he will do”
• Local (Jn. 15:24) vs. Global (Acts 1:8).

John 14:13-14
Jesus said, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it” (John 14:13-14). To pray
in Jesus’ name is to pray like Jesus, i.e. for God’s will (1 John 5:14-15; Luke 22:42) and
God’s glory (Matt. 6:10; John 12:28). The power of Jesus’ name in prayer is conditioned
upon abiding in Him (John 15:7). And so effective praying is always dependent upon
righteous living (Psa. 66:18; 1 John 3:21-22). “To have an eye to God’s glory; to be
possessed by an earnest desire to please Him in all our ways; to possess hands busy in His
service; to have feet swift to run in the way of His commandments – these give weight
and influence and power to prayer, and secure an audience with God … When Christ
becomes our all-in-all, prayer lays God’s treasures at our feet” (E. M. Bounds). “When
a bride whose life has been one of poverty, becomes united to the bridegroom, she gives
up her own name, to be called by his, and has now full right to use it” (Andrew Murray).
Beloved, let us live as we pray -- in Jesus’ name.
John 14:14-14, 15:16, 16:23-24

(John 14:13-14)

“ask in My name, that will I do”
• Salvation.

(Prov. 15:8, 29; 1 Pet. 3:12)

• Obedience.

(Psa. 66:18; 1 Jn. 3:21-22)

• Absolute Surrender.

(2 Chron. 16:9)

• In Jesus’ Name.

(John 14:13-14)

• God’s Will.

(1 Jn. 5:14)

• Humility.

John 14:13
The Lord desires that we should bring certain [biblical] arguments in our prayers:
[1] God’s names and attributes (Dan. 9:17‑18; Psa. 69:16); [2] God’s reputation, name’s
sake and glory (Psa. 79:9; Dan. 9:19; 2 Kgs. 19:19); [3] God’s promises, decrees and
covenants (Neh. 9:31-32); [4] God’s relationship with His people (Psa. 74:2, 106:4);
[5] God’s past mercies (Psa. 25:6, 77:11-12); [6] Christ’s name, blood, and atonement.
“The grand Christian argument is the sufferings, the death, the merit, the intercession
of Christ Jesus. When thou pleadest the name of Christ ... God himself feels the sacred
power of that divine plea” (Spurgeon).
Read the above verses

 Wednesday - The Arguments of Effective Prayer.

(Matt. 6:5-6; Psa. 10:17)

• Right Motives.

(Jam. 4:5; Prov 16:2)

• Faith.

(Jam. 1:6-7; Matt. 17:20)

• Enlarged Expectations.
• Fervency.

(Eph. 3:20)

(Gen. 32:26; Ex. 32:32)

• Perseverance.

(Lk. 11:5-10, 18:1-18)

		 Prayer, Arguments.

John 14:15
It is no coincidence that Jesus links His discussions on prayer and obedience together.
Making requests of a God whom we do not obey is a wasted effort. David, the man after
God’s own heart, acknowledged this fact, “If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord
will not hear” (Psa. 66:18). Christian, if you wish your prayers to gain an audience with
the one true, living God, then you must first confess and repent of your sins. “Beloved,
if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we
ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that
are pleasing in His sight” (1 John 3:21-22). “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man can accomplish much” (James 5:16).
Psalm 66:18; Proverbs 28:9; 1 John
3:21-22; 1 Peter 3:7

 Thursday - The Effective Prayer of a Righteous Man.

(John 14:13)

“that the Father may be glorified”
• Attributes.

(Dan. 9:17‑18; Psa. 69:16)

• Reputation & glory.

(Psa. 79:9; Dan. 9:19)

• Promises.
• Relationship.
• Mercies.
• Christ’s name & blood.

3.		 Obedience.

(Neh. 9:31-32)
(Psa. 74:2, 106:4)
(Psa. 25:6, 77:11-12)

John 14:15
Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).
The American church today drips with sentimentality, but is often devoid of any
tangible expression of our love for God: we talk the talk, but don’t walk the walk. But
is it legalism to live an obedient life? No, obedience is the thermometer of the heart
-- it reveals the “temperature” of our love for God. How do you demonstrate your love
for God in your daily practice, Christian?
Read Psalm 19:7-11

 Friday - Take Your Spiritual Temperature.

(Jn. 14:13-14)
(John 14:15)

“If you love Me, keep My commandments”
• Obedience= Love.

John 14:12
Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works
that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the
Father” (John 14:12). Jesus raised Lazarus from physical death (John 11), but He
would use His disciples to raise thousands from spiritual death through the spread of
the Gospel. And whereas Jesus was sent only to “the lost sheep of Israel” (Mt. 15:24),
His disciples are commissioned to take the gospel to the farthest reaches of the civilized
world (Acts 1:8). Are you allowing Jesus to do “greater works” through you? Tell
somebody about Jesus today and fulfill your [great] commission. Read 1 Peter 3:15

 Monday - Greater Works Than Jesus?

 Tuesday - Pray in Jesus’ Name.

• Physical (Jn. 11) vs. Spiritual (Rom. 6:4).

2.		 Prayer, Elements.

John 14:12-15, Daily Devotions

(Jn. 14:15; 1 Jn. 5:3)
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John 14:16-31
I Will Not Leave You As Orphans

Notes

Outline
1.		 Another Helper.
(John 14:16)

• Jesus, our “Helper,”
paraklete, called alongside.

(1 John 2:1)

John 14:16-17
Jesus said to His disciples, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16-17). Jesus used
the personal pronoun “He” to refer to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal
power, like the force in Star Wars, but the third Person of the Trinity, with a mind
(Rom. 8:27), will (1 Cor. 12:11), and emotions (Eph. 4:30). Christian, you are saved,
sanctified and sealed, not by an inanimate power, but by the very personal presence and
influence of the Holy Spirit in your life. And He is called the “Holy” Spirit (NT: 90x),
because His primary work in you now is to produce practical holiness in your everyday
life (Lev. 20:8).
Read Titus 3:5

 Monday - The Spirit: A Person, Not a Force.

 Tuesday - Eternal Security Based on an Eternal Seal. John 14:16-17

• “another,”
allon, of a like kind.

In first century practice, to insure the authenticity of an official letter and to guard it
against tampering, a wax impression of the sender’s signet ring was used as a seal.
Here, in John 14, Jesus promised His disciples, “I will ask the Father, and He will
give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth”
(John 14:16‑17). So then, when the Father stamps the Holy Spirit upon an individual at
conversion, the Spirit acts as an eternal seal upon that person’s salvation, to ratify the
authenticity of God’s work and to prevent it from tampering. Christian, you are eternally
secure because your salvation is protected by the mighty power of that unbreakable seal
who is God Himself (2 Tim. 1:12).
Read Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:30

• “He,” not “it,”
a Person, not a power.
		Personhood of the Spirit
He has a mind
He has a will
He has emotions

(Rom. 8:27)
(1 Cor. 12:11)
(Eph. 4:30)

John 14:17
Jesus said to His disciples, “[the Holy Spirit] abides with you and will be in you”
(John 14:17). The Holy Spirit did not yet indwell the disciples, for “the Spirit was not
yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:39). It appears that under the
old covenant the Spirit did not permanently indwell God’s people, yet under the new
covenant the Spirit has come in a greater fullness to indwell the hearts of all believers.
And what is the surest proof of the Spirit’s fullness in the Christian’s life? It is not
gifts of the Spirit, but a bold Christian witness that bears witness of the fullness of the
Spirit in us.
Read Acts 4:31

 Wednesday - The Indwelling Holy Spirit.

• “forever,”
eternal security.
		The Seal of the Spirit		
to guarantee authenticity
(Eph. 1:13-14)
to prevent tampering
(Eph 4:30)

2.		 Adoption as Sons.
(John 14:17-18)

John 14:16-18
After Jesus had spent three years with His disciples, His time to depart had come.
And so Jesus’ disciples were faced with the thought of being without Him. But Jesus
reassured them, saying, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper ...
the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16‑17); and again He comforted them, saying, “I will not
leave you as orphans” (John 14:18). And so the Holy Spirit relieves the Christian’s
feelings of isolation and loneliness in this world in two ways. First of all, Christian,
you are never alone, because the Holy Spirit is always with you and even now abides
in you (1 Cor. 3:16), and He is a very present help (Psa. 46:1). Second, you are not an
orphan, for the Holy Spirit is also the seal of your adoption as a son or daughter in the
family of God, “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ”
(Rom. 8:17).
Read Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 4:6

 Thursday - The Spirit of Adoption.

• “will be in you”.
covenantal change.
• “not ... orphans”.

John 14:16-31, Daily Devotions

(John 7:39)

(Rom 8:15-17)

3.		 Application of the Word.
(John 14:25-27)

• “He will teach you”.
illumination.
• “bring to your remembrance”.
application.
• “peace I leave with you …
let not your heart be troubled”.
pacification

(John 16:13)

John 14:27
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do
I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful” (John 14:27). This
is Jesus’ Last Will and Testament, so to speak. Christ died to give us “peace with God”
(Rom. 5:1); He bequeaths “peace that surpasses understanding” to His heirs (Phil. 4:7);
and He leaves His Holy Spirit as the Executor of His peace in the hearts of His people
(Gal. 5:22).
Read Philippians 4:6-9

 Friday - Jesus is the Prince of Peace.

(2 Tim. 2:15)

(Gal. 5:22)
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John 15:1-8
Christ is the Vine, We are the Branches

Notes

Outline
1. Background.
• The “seed” promise
to Abraham.

(Gen. 22:18)

John 15:2
Jesus said, “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every
branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit” (Jn. 15:2). God removes
ungodly attachments, so that we may bear more fruit. He prunes away unfruitful uses
of our time, treasures, and talents. God’s pruning is sometimes painful, but always
productive. Pruning a branch often leaves scars. But Paul looked at the physical scars
on his body, as a result of the gospel, not as something ugly, but as his “brand-marks”
for Jesus Christ (Gal. 6:17).
Read Psalm 51:10

(Jer. 2:21)
(Hos. 10:1)
(Mt. 21:18-19)

• The “seed” to bless the
nations was Christ.

(Gal. 3:16)

• Christ is the true vine,
i.e. genuine, fruitful.

John 15:4
America has more churches, more Christian book stores, and more Christian radio
and television stations than ever before in history. We should be seeing unprecedented
revival, and yet our culture is experiencing terrible moral decay. The problem is that
a great number of Americans who call themselves “Christians” have no allegiance to
Christ, sense no duty to keep His commandments, and feel no compulsion to share the
gospel with others? Is there any wonder that the church in America is making so little
impact? It is an oxymoron; it is Christianity without Christ. Jesus said, “Apart from Me
you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:4-5), nevertheless I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me (Phil. 4:13). The difference then between fruitful and fruitless ministry
is whether Jesus Christ is given first place.
Read 1 Peter 3:15

 Wednesday - OxyMorons for Christ?

(John 15:1)

2. Branches.
• Keyword: “abide,”
position or practice?

John 15:2
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me
that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it,
that it may bear more fruit” (Jn. 15:1-2). Here we are told that God is the vinedresser,
His Son is the vine, and you, dear Christians, are the branches. And all of these work
together toward one end: fruit! That includes the fruit of repentance (Mt. 3:8), the fruit
of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), and the fruit of good works (Eph. 2:10), but the ultimate
fruit of a Christian is another Christian. You were born [again] to reproduce! Fulfill
your calling: “Go make disciples!” (Mt. 28:19). Read Colossians 4:5-6; 1 Peter 3:15

 Monday - The Fruit-Filled Christian.

 Tuesday - Help I Need Prunes!

• Israel was a choice vine,
became a fruitless vine.
• Jesus cursed the fig tree,
because it bore no fruit.

John 15:1-8, Daily Devotions

(10x, John 15)

• Abide in “Me,” “My word,”
“My love”

John 15:4
Jesus told His disciples, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me”
(John 15:4). To abide in Christ is to live in and for and through Jesus Christ and to
remain permanently attached to Him, like a branch attached to a vine. It is the position
of all true believers, so the difference between those abiding in Christ and those not
abiding in Christ is the difference between being saved and unsaved. But abiding in
Christ is much more than a superficial attachment, rather it is a close, intimate, personal
relationship.
Read 1 John 2:6, 2:28, 4:13

 Thursday - Abiding in Christ: How Attached Are You?

• Non-abiding branches
removed (v. 2) , burned (v. 6).

3. Bearing-Fruit.
• Keyword: “fruit,”
used 8x in John 15:1-16
• Fruitful branches pruned
to bear more fruit.
• Fruit-bearing glorifies God
and proves our discipleship.

(8x)

John 15:8
Jesus said, “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to
be My disciples” (John 15:8). True disciples/Christians desire to glorify God. They are
jealous for His honor and reputation in the earth. They hear God’s Word calling out to
them, “Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31), and they respond,
“Lord, be glorified in me!” Jesus tells them that their heavenly Father is glorified when
they “bear much fruit,” and so eager are they for His glory that they labor strenuously
to bring forth a mighty harvest.
Read Matthew 7:17-19

 Friday - The Proof of a True Disciple of Jesus Christ
(Jn. 15:2)

(Jn. 15:8)
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John 15:9 - 16:4
What God Loves & the World Hates: YOU!

Notes

Outline
1. God Loves the Disciples.
(John 15:9-11)

• Extent of God’s love
for Christ’s disciples.

(v. 9)

• Expression of abiding
in Christ: Obedience.

(v. 10)

• Eternal purpose of God
for man: Everlasting joy!

John 15:14
I confess that I get jealous when I read about those “spiritual giants” throughout history
who seem to have had an especially intimate friendship with God. What separated them
from the rest us? Jesus said, “You are My friends, if you do what I command you”
(John 15:14). The depth of our friendship with Christ is proportional to our obedience
to His Word.
Read James 2:23

(John 15:12-17)

 Wednesday - Friendship With Christ.

(v. 12, 17)

• Extent of the disciples’
love for one another.
• Emancipation proclamation:
from slaves to friends.
• Election, the effectual call
and God’s freewill.

(v. 13)

John 15:16
Jesus said to His disciples, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you” (Jn. 15:16). Perhaps
each of the disciples thought back to that day when Christ had called him. Jesus said,
“Follow Me,” but didn’t James, John, Peter and Andrew each in turn choose to leave
his own fishing net to follow Christ (Mt. 4:18-22); didn’t Matthew choose to leave his
tax collector’s booth (Mt. 9:9); didn’t each one of them make a conscious decision
to follow Jesus Christ? Yes, yes indeed, on every account! But this only proves the
effectual call of God, that all of those whom God has effectually called will come to
Him (John 6:37; Rom. 8:30). According to the Scriptures, we should believe wholeheartedly in free-will: God’s free will to choose whomever He desires (Psa. 135:6);
Christ’s free will to choose His own Bride (John 5:21); and God’s irresistible love
shed abroad in the hearts of Jesus’ bride (Rom. 5:5), so that she responds, “I do”
(Acts 13:48).
Read Ephesians 1:4-5; John 1:12-13

 Thursday - God’s Free Will.

(v. 14-15)

(v. 16)

3. The World Hates Both.
(John 15:18-16:4)

• Early-warning of
religious persecution.
• Evangelistic attitude
of the coming Spirit.
• Emerging religious zeal
without knowledge.

John 15:13
You can tell how much a person loves someone or something by how much he or she
is willing to give up for that person or thing. So, how much does God love His people?
-- So much that He gave His only begotten Son (John 3:16, cf. Rom. 5:8, 10). And
how much does Christ love the Church? -- So much that He laid down His life for
her (Eph. 5:25; John 10:11). Jesus declared, “Greater love has no one than this, that
he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Yes, the truest measure of love is
not so much what we say, but what we are willing to sacrifice. So I must ask myself,
“Self, how much do you truly love Jesus Christ?” Do you love Him enough to be a
“living sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1)? Do you love Him enough to “deny yourself, take up
the cross, and follow Him” (Mt. 16:24)? Do you love Jesus enough to “die daily” to
your own selfish desires (1 Cor. 15:31)? Self, do you love the Lord enough to keep His
commandments (John 14:15, 21; 15:10), and say, “Not my will, but Thy will be done”
(Luke 22:42)? I see that myself and I have much work to do, so that our walk will match
our words. It’s time to roll up our sleeves and get busy!
Read Matthew 13:44-46

 Monday - The Measure of Love.

 Tuesday - Created for Eternal Joy.
John 15:11
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever” (Westminster Catechism)
Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be made full” (John 15:11). Today, Christian, fulfill your eternal calling:
“Rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4).
Read Psalm 16:11

(v. 11)

2. Disciples Love One Another.
• Edict to love one
another like Christ.

John 15:9 - 16:4, Daily Devotions

(v. 18-25)

John 16:2
Jesus said to His disciples, “An hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that
he is offering service to God” (Jn. 16:2). History bears grim testimony of this truth.
Consider the Jews’ persecution of Christ and His followers, the Catholic crusades and
inquisitions, Moslem suicide bombers, etc. Man-made religion applauds the slaughter of
those it deems heretics. But true religion teaches us to love our neighbors (Mt. 22:39),
yes, even our enemies (Lk. 6:27). The sword of man-made religion kills; but the sword of
true religion, which is the Word of God (Eph. 6:17), gives life. So then, we may measure
the authenticity of our religion by which sword we wield.
Read Matthew 5:43-47

 Friday - The Church’s Sword.

(v. 26-27)

(16:1-4)
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John 16:5-33
Post-Crucifixion Survivor’s Benefits Package

Notes

Outline
1.		 The Indwelling Holy Spirit.
(John 16:5-15)

• No cross = No Spirit:
The Spirit paid for & prayed for.
• The Spirit convicts the world:
Sin, righteousness & judgment.
• Your Spirit guide:
Illuminating the Word.

(v. 5-8)

John 16:8
Jesus declared, “And He [the Holy Spirit], when He comes, will convict the world
concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). The first ministry
of the Holy Spirit listed here is to convict the world of sin. Yet when conviction is
unheeded, sin hardens the heart against the work of the Spirit. And so, these two
wage war for your conscience: the Spirit convicting, sin searing. And though sin
can never disable the Spirit’s ministry, it can at least temporarily disable the heart’s
response.
Read Ephesians 4:30

(v. 9-11)

(v. 12-15)

 Wednesday - The Spirit Speaks.
John 16:8
Second, the Spirit convicts the world of righteousness: (1) God’s perfect righteousness
and man’s abject unrighteousness; (2) the righteousness of Christ graciously imputed
to the account of those who believe (Rom. 4:5), and the filthy rags of self-righteousness
(Isa. 64:6); (3) the positional righteousness granted only in Christ (justification), and
the practical righteousness discovered only in the Spirit (sanctification). These the
Spirit reveals and exposes, partially through the conscience (general revelation), but
fully through the Gospel (special revelation). O, Holy Spirit, convict the world of
righteousness today!
Read Titus 3:5

(John 16:16-22)

• The world: joy, then grief.
The disciples: grief, then joy.
• Analogy to child birth:
Pain & suffering, then joy.

(v. 16-19)

John 16:8
Jesus declared, “And He [the Holy Spirit], when He comes, will convict the world
concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). The last in this list
is judgment. The Spirit of God is a constant reminder that we have a heavenly
appointment to keep. Yes, each of us must stand before THE Chief Justice, who is God,
of THE Supreme Court, which is in Heaven. And He judges with perfect knowledge,
for He knows all things and sees all things. And though we may forget birthdays,
anniversaries, or when to set our clocks back, the Spirit of God will not let us forget
that Day. Dear friend, you have a divine appointment to keep. Live in light of that
Day!
Read 2 Corinthians 5:10

 Thursday - A Date With Destiny.

(v. 20, 22)

(v. 21)

John 16:22
Jesus said, “Therefore you too now have sorrow; but I will see you again, and your heart
will rejoice, and no one takes your joy away from you” (Jn. 16:22). The Christian’s joy
is irrevocable; that is, it comes with no expiration date. Christian, the joy of the Lord
is your strength (Neh. 8:10), i.e. the strength of your testimony.
Read Isaiah 35:10

 Friday - Irrevocable Joy.

3.		 Power in Prayer.
(John 16:23-33)

• Ask anything in My name:
3x: 14:13-14, 15:16, 16:23-26
• Tribulation in the world,
peace in Christ.

 Monday - The Spirit: Lost in Eden, Restored at Calvary. John 16:8
Jesus said to His disciples, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away;
for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to
you” (John 16:7). The immediate presence of the Holy Spirit, who binds God to man,
was forfeited in the Eden and restored at Calvary. Intimate communion with the Holy
Spirit not only had to be paid for, but also prayed for by Christ: Jesus said, “I will ask
the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that
is the Spirit of truth…” (John 14:16). Thank the Lord today for His Holy Spirit who
dwells in you, Christian, purchased by the Father with the most expensive price ever
paid, and by the Son with the greatest sacrifice ever made.
  Read Romans 8:32
 Tuesday - The Conviction of the Holy Spirit.

2.		 Everlasting Joy.
• In “a little while”
you will see Me:
3 days or 1000’s years?

John 16:5-33

(v. 23-28)

John 16:33
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world
you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). The
Christian resides at two addresses: in the world, but also in Christ. Because of this
dual-residence, the Christian tends to behave oddly, and may often exhibit heavenly
peace in the middle of worldly tribulation.
Read Philippians 4:6-9

 Saturday - Dual Residence.
(v. 29-33)
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John 17
The High Priestly Prayer of Christ for His People

Notes

Outline
1.		 The Glory of the
Father & the Son.

• The eternal, preincarnate  
glory of God the Son with
God the Father.

John 17:2
What can you give to the person who has everything? In eternity past, God the Father gave
to God the Son a people (Eph. 1:4-5). Jesus repeatedly refers to those whom the Father
has given to Him (cf. John 6:37,39; 10:29; 17:2,6,9). Well wrap me up and slap a bow on
me -- I’m God’s gift to His Son! This is the Christian’s “self-esteem.” Read 1 John 3:1

(v. 1)

John 17:9
Israel’s high priest did not offer up sacrifices or intercessory prayers for the Canaanites,
nor make atonement for the Amalekites, but for Israel alone. So it is with Christ, our
High Priest. Jesus prayed, “I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou
hast given Me; for they are Thine” (John 17:9). Scripture explains, “He always lives
to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). See how Christ loves His Church, that He
should devote His every prayer to her.
Read Romans 8:33-34

 Wednesday - Christ’s Intercession
(v. 4-5)

2.		 God the Father Gave
His Son a People.

 Thursday - You Are the Light of the World.
John 17:15-16
Jesus prayed for His people, “I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to
keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world”
(John 17:15-16). The Christian is in the world, but not of the world; distinct, but not
disassociated; rubbing elbows with unbelievers, not cloistered away in monasteries.
Christian, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;
nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and
it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a
way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
(Matt. 5:14‑16).
Read Proverbs 4:18 ; Daniel 12:3

(John 17:2, 6-8)

• Those whom the Father has
“given” to the Son, to them
the Son gives eternal life [alone].
• They were manifest God’s name;
They were taken out of the world;
They belong to the Father;
They were given to the Son;
They receive & keep His word;
They believe God sent His Son.

(v. 2-3)

(v. 6-8)

John 17:17
In John, chapters 14-16, Jesus identifies the personal power behind our sanctification,
namely the Holy Spirit. Here, in John 17, He declares the instrument which the Spirit uses
-- His Word: “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy Word is truth” (Jn. 17:17). Elsewhere, the
Word of God is called the “Sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17), for it is in the hand of that
skilled Swordsman that the Word does its great surgery upon the human heart. Human
emotions and feelings are too imprecise to be His sword and man-made philosophies
and psychologies too subjective. The Spirit’s instrument for our sanctification is the
objective, propositional truth of Scripture.
Read Ephesians 5:25-26

 Friday - The Sword of the Spirit.

3.		 God the Son Intercedes
for God’s People.
(John 17:9-26)

• Those whom the Father has
“given” to the Son, to them
the Son prays for [exclusively].
• Jesus prays for their protection
& perseverance in the world.
• Jesus prays for the unity of
all believers as a testimony
to the world.

 Monday - O, To Pray Like Jesus!
John 17
See, in John 17, how Jesus prays for His people -- He does not ask His Father to make
us rich in the world, but rather, “Father, keep them in Thy name” (Jn. 17:11), “keep
them from the evil one” (Jn. 17:15), “sanctify them in the truth” (Jn. 17:17). O how our
prayers for worldly prosperity pale next to His prayers for the prosperity of my soul!
Dear Lord, help us to pray like Jesus!
Read 1 John 5:14-15
 Tuesday - God’s Special Gift.

(John 17:1, 4-5)

• The glory of God the Father
and God the Son in the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

John 17

(v. 9)

 Saturday - The Testimony of Christian Unity.
John 17:21-23
Jesus prayed that Christians might be perfected in unity, so that the world might know
that God sent Him (John 17:21-23). The church’s unity (or lack thereof) reflects on
Christ. The essential truths of the Christian faith are worth dividing over and distinguish
true Christianity from an apostate church, but O what trifles the Christian church has
divided over that ruin our testimony in the world!
Read Psalm 133

(v. 10-19)

(v. 20-26)
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John 18
Three Petitions, Three Denials, Three Acquittals

Notes

Outline
1.		 Jesus’ Three Petitions:
“Thy will be done!”
• Undoing sin’s effect
in the Garden.
• Christ’s agony & prayer.
“Thy will be done” (3x)
• Jesus identifies Himself:
“I AM” - enemies “slain”

(Jn. 18:1-3)
(Lk. 22:44)
(Mt. 26:36-46)
(John 18:4-6)

• Betrayed with a kiss.
Deceitful kisses of an enemy.

(Lk. 22:47-48)
(Prov. 27:6)

• An unskilled swordsman.
Twelve legions of angels.
Jesus healed the man’s ear.

(Jn. 18:10-11)
(Mt. 26:53)
(Lk. 22:51)

• Peter was following  
Christ at a distance.
• Peter came within
earshot of Christ.
• “he began to curse and swear,
‘I do not know the man’”

 Monday - Jesus’ Enemies Slain in the Spirit?
John 18:3-6
“Judas then, having received the Roman cohort, and officers from the chief priests
and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore,
knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth, and said to them, ‘Whom
do you seek?’ They answered Him, ‘Jesus the Nazarene.’ He said to them, ‘I am He.’
And Judas also who was betraying Him, was standing with them. When therefore He
said to them, ‘I am He,’ they drew back, and fell to the ground” (John 18:3-6). In most
translations the word “He” is italicized, because it is not in the original, but added
to smooth the translation from Greek to English. By doing this though the point is
lost, because Jesus did not say, “I am He,” but rather “I Am” -- proclaiming His own
divine name (I Am = YHWH = Yahweh, cf. Ex. 3:14). Notice, Jesus’ enemies fell to
the ground, but His disciples did not. One day every knee will bow under the mighty
name of Jesus (Phil. 2:10). Then, as now, God’s people bow willingly, humbling and
prostrating themselves under His mighty hand. Not so for God’s enemies. On that day,
the impenitent will be crushed under the sheer weight of His glory and mighty power of
His Name. What effect is Jesus’ name having in your life? Read James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6
John 18:6
Jesus declared, “I AM”, and those who came to arrest him fell to the ground under the
power of that mighty name (John 18:6). Then, as Peter took up the sword to resist the
soldiers, Jesus reminded him, “Do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He
will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?” (Mt. 26:53). These
events occurred before Jesus’ surrender, demonstrating His power over His enemies,
and the freedom with which He gave Himself up (Meyer). Jesus said, “I lay down My
life … No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative”
(John 10:17-18).
Read Hebrews 10:5-14

 Tuesday - His Life Given, Not Taken.

2.		 Peter’s Three Denials:
“I don’t know the man!”
• “even if others fall away,
I will never fall away”

John 18

(Mt. 26:31-35)

 Wednesday - The Crown & the Cross
John 18:12|
Earlier, when the people had tried to force Him to a crown, Jesus withdrew (Jn. 6:15),
but here, when they came to force Him to a cross, He offered Himself. “The Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many”
(Mt. 20:28). Nevertheless, when He comes again, we shall see Him just as He is, not as
a Suffering Servant, but in all His glory, “King of kings and Lord of lords” (Rev. 19:16).
Maranatha Lord, come quickly!
Read Phil. 2:1-11

(Mt. 26:58)
(Jn. 18:15-16)
(Mt. 26:74)

• “What is truth?”

(Jn. 18:38)

John 18:38
Satan is a liar and the father of lies (Jn. 8:44). So thorough has been his deception that
Pilate had to ask Jesus, “What is truth?” (Jn. 18:38). Yet there, standing before Pilate
was Truth incarnated, in human flesh. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life”
(John 14:6). Tired of lies? Talk to Jesus -- you’ll always get a straight answer in His
Word.
Read John 8:31-32

• “I find no guilt in him”

(Jn. 18:38)

 Friday - Christ Substituted for a Criminal.

 Thursday - What is Truth?

3.		 Pilate’s Three Acquittals:
“I find no guilt in him”
• “My kingdom is  
not of this realm”

(3x: John 18:38, 19:4, 19:6)

• Christ a substitute for
the convicted criminal.

(Jn. 18:33-37)

John 18:39-40
When given the choice, the people chose Barabbas the robber, not Jesus the Redeemer
(John 18:39-40). Here, man’s free will, in all of its depravity, is laid bare. Yet God never
violates the will of man, but changes it. “His sovereignty rules over all” (Psa. 103:19)
-- even over the will of man. O how we Christians should praise God that He has
overruled our free will and caused us to be born-again! Read 1 Peter 1:3; Rom. 9:16

(Jn. 18:39-40)

79

80

John 19:1-15
Christ On Trial

1. Injury & indignity.
(John 19:1-5)

• A crown of thorns,
symbol of the curse.

(2 Cor. 11:24)
(Jn. 19:1)
(Jn. 19:2-3)
(Gen. 3:17-18)

• Slaps in the face,
“beat with fists”.

John 19:2
“And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on His head” (Jn. 19:2). He who
came to deliver us from the curse, was crowned with thorns -- a sign of the curse. For
unto the first Adam, God declared, “Cursed is the ground because of you … both thorns
and thistles it shall grow” (Gen. 3:17-18). And so it fell unto the second Adam, that
is Christ, to bear the curse in His body, of which His thorny crown was but a symbol.
“O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, now scornfully
surrounded, with thorns, Thy only crown” (Hymn).
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21

(Jn. 19:3)
(Mt. 26:67)

❏ Tuesday - A Crown of Thorns: Symbol of the Curse.

2. Indictment & incitement.
(John 19:6-7, 15)

• “Crucify, crucify!”

• “He made Himself out
to be the Son of God.”

(Jn. 19:6, 15)
(Jn. 19:7)

3. Innocence & Impeccability.

John 19:4
Hear the sevenfold testimony of the Gospels, concerning Christ’s impeccability
(sinlessness): [1] Judas cried out, “I have betrayed innocent blood” (Mt. 27:4); [2,3,4]
three-times Pilate declared, “I find no guilt in Him” (Jn. 18:38, 19:4, 19:6); [5] Pilate’s
own wife entreated him, “Have thou nothing to do with this righteous man” (Mt. 27:19);
[6] The dying thief affirmed, “We are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this
man has done nothing wrong” (Lk. 23:41); [7] The centurion at the cross proclaimed,
“Certainly this was a righteous man” (Lk. 23:47). Dear Christian, “you were not redeemed
with perishable things like silver or gold … but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18-19). Read Hebrews 7:26-27

❏ Wednesday - The Impeccability of Christ.

(John 19:4, 6)

• Judas Iscariot: “I have
betrayed innocent blood”
• Pontius Pilate: “I find
no guilt in Him” (3x)
• Pilate’s wife: “Have
nothing to do with this
righteous man”
• Thief on Cross: this man
has done nothing wrong”
• The Centurion: “this was
a righteous man”

(Mt. 27:4)

(Jn. 18:38,
19:4,19:6)
(Mt. 27:19)

❏ Thursday - Authority from God.
John 19:10-11
Pilate said to Jesus, “Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have
authority to crucify You?” And Jesus answered, saying, “You would have no authority
over Me, unless it had been given you from above” (John 19:10-11). “For there is no
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God” (Rom. 13:1).
“And it is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes
kings” (Dan. 2:21).
Read Romans 13:1-7

(Lk. 23:41)

(Lk. 23:47)

4. Inquisition & Injustice.
(John 19:7-15)

• Pilate’s authority,
all authority from God.

• Government by popular
opinion, not principals.

• “We have no king
but Caesar.”

John 19:1
“Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him” (John 19:1). Forty lashes minus
one was the punishment administered by the Jews in Christ’s day. Paul endured 39 lashes
five times at the hands of the Jews (2 Cor, 11:4). Christ, however, was flogged by the
Romans who did not stop at 39 lashes, but took their victim near death. The Roman
scourge was a short whip made of two or three leather straps knotted with small pieces
of metal every few inches. Sometimes the Roman scourge contained a hook at the end
and was called the “scorpion.” In Roman times, the one administering the flogging was
called the lictor, hence the phrase “getting a licking”. If the Shroud of Turin is authentic,
it bears record of some 120 scourge marks on the front and back of the body of Jesus.
O what pains Christ endured for His people! “The chastening for our well-being fell upon
Him, and by His stripes (NAS: “scourging”) we are healed” (Isa. 53:4). Read Isaiah 53

❏ Monday - By His Stripes.

Notes

Outline
• The Jewish lash vs.
the Roman scourge.

John 19:1-15

John 19:12-15
Ponius Pilate examined Jesus Christ and three times pronounced his judgment, “I find no
guilt in Him” (John 18:38, 19:4, 19:6). Pilate wanted to release Jesus, because he knew it
was the right thing to do (John 19:12). But for fear of losing his office he gave into a vocal
minority (John 19:6, 12-16), and had Jesus, an innocent man, crucified. Let us pray that
God would raise up leaders in our own country who would govern, not by public opinion
or political correctness, but by principles of righteousness.
Read Proverbs 14:34

❏ Friday - Political Correctness.

(Jn. 19:7-11)
(Rom. 13:1)
(Jn. 19:12-14)
(Jn. 19:15)
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John 19:16-46
The Finished Work of Christ

Notes

Outline

3 More Prophecies Fulfilled.
“I am watching over My Word to
perform it.” - Jer. 1:12

1. They cast lots for
Jesus’ garments.

2. Not one of His
bones was broken.
3. His side was
pierced.

John 19:23-25
Psalm 22:18

John 19:34, 37
Zech 12:10

5 Requirements for Passover Lamb.
“Christ our Passover
also has been sacrificed.” - 1 Cor. 5:7

3. Slain on the day of
preparation for Passover.

4. No bone of the Passover
lamb shall be broken.
5. Causing God’s wrath
to pass over.

John 19:30
As He died Jesus shouted, “It is finished!” (John 19:30). By this declaration, Christ
rendered every futile effort to save ourselves not only unnecessary, but unacceptable.
The essence of man-made, works-based religion is, “Do, do, do,” but Christ answers
from the cross, “Done!” Christian, you were not saved by good works, but for good
works, and O what a difference that one little preposition makes. It is all the difference
between heaven and hell.
Read Ephesians 2:8-10

Ex. 12:6
Lk. 23:44-46
John 19:14

John 19:31-37
The Roman soldier had received direct verbal orders to break the legs of Christ, but
this he disobeyed. Had Christ’s legs been broken, so also the prophecy concerning this
would have been broken (cf. Psa. 34:20). Furthermore, the soldier had not received
orders to pierce the Savior’s side, yet this he did. Had he not, once again the Word of
God would have failed (cf. Zech. 12:10). The Lord declares, “I am watching over My
word to perform it” (Jer. 1:12). “Not one word has failed of all His good promises”
(1 Kgs. 8:56). Therefore, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,
for He who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23).
Read Matthew 5:18

❏ Thursday - God’s Faithful Word.

Ex. 12:46
John 19:31-33
Ex. 12:13
Rom. 5:9

7 Statements on the Cross.
“My Servant, will justify the many,
as He will bear their iniquities.” - Isa. 53:11

1. “Father forgive them”

2. “Today you will be
with me in Paradise”
3. “Woman, behold
your son”
4. “Why have You

forsaken Me”

5. “I thirst”

6. “It is finished”

7. “Father, into Thy hands
I commit my spirit”

John 19:26
“Woman, behold thy son!” (John 19:26). By this third of seven statements from the
cross, Christ commends His widowed mother to the mutual care of his beloved disciple
John, for Jesus’ younger half-brothers were not yet believers (John 7:5). Twice our Lord
addressed Mary as “woman,” rather than “mother” -- here and at the wedding in Cana
(John 2:4). Mary must conceive of Jesus not as a son, but as her Lord! For the untimely
death of a son would produce only mental anguish, but the substitutionary death of her
Savior would turn her sorrow into joy!
Read Psalm 35:9

❏ Wednesday - “It is Finished”.

Ex. 12:5
1 Pet. 1:18-19

2. Sacrificed at
twilight.

John 19:24
Though he was clothed in original righteousness, Adam was shamed by his own
nakedness because of his sin in Eden (Gen. 3:6-12). But 1600 years later, when God
cleansed that ancient world with a flood, sin was introduced back into the world through
the sin-nature of Noah and his sons, and soon Noah too was shamed in his nakedness
(Gen. 9:22-25). Fast forward another 2400 years and we find Jesus stripped of His
clothing, hanging on a cross (John 19:23-24). Yet the shame that He bore was for our
sin. Yes, Christ is our shame-bearer, “who for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2).
Truly, those who trust in Him shall never be ashamed.
Read Psalm 34:4-5

❏ Monday - He Suffered Our Shame

❏ Tuesday - “Behold thy son!”

John 19:31-33, 36
Psalm 22:18

1. An unblemished
male lamb.

John 19:16-46

John 19:31-36
Christ was sacrificed at Passover (John 19:14), and no bone of His was broken (John 19:33),
that He might perfectly fulfill the requirement as our Passover Lamb (Ex. 12:46). As in
Egypt, when the angel of destruction did pass over that home marked with the blood of
the Passover lamb (Ex. 12), “much more then, having now been justified by [Christ’s]
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him” (Rom. 5:9), “For Christ
our Passover also has been sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5:7). Read 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 5:9

❏ Friday - Our Passover Lamb.

Luke 23:34
Luke 23:43

 John 19:26
Matt. 27:46

John 19:41
“Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new
tomb, in which no one had yet been laid” (Jn. 19:41). Beautifully suggestive is the
reference to the garden. It was in a garden that the first Adam sowed the seed which
issued in death; so here, in a garden was sown the Seed which was to bear fruit unto
eternal life (Pink).
Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

❏ Saturday - Return to the Garden.


 John 19:30
John 19:28
Luke 23:46
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John 20
Jesus' Post-Resurrection Appearance

Notes

Outline

1. Sunday Resurrection.
(John 20:1-25)

• Mary Magdalene
Stone Rolled Away
• Peter & John
The Empty Tomb
• Jesus
First Appearance
• Jesus
Second Appearance
• Jesus
Third Appearance
• "Doubting" Thomas
He Wanted Proof

(John 20:1-3)

(John 20:4-10)

John 20:1
Christ rose on the first day of the week (John 20:1, 19) and this day is afterwards often
mentioned by the sacred writers as the Christian sabbath. Eight days later, the apostles
were again gathered on the first day of the week and Christ appeared to them again
(John 20:26). When we assemble in Christ’s name, especially on his holy day, He will
meet with us. And so the Bible exhorts us, “Do not forsake assembling together, as
is the habit of some, but encourage one another; and all the more, as you see the day
drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25).
Read Isaiah 58:13-14

(John 20:11-18)

(Luke 24:13-32)

John 20:19,26
Twice in John 20 we read that the doors were shut, for fear of the Jews, when Christ
appeared to His apostles (John 29:19, 26). Let the underground church meeting in
hostile countries around the world take comfort. Let those shut-ins who cannot attend
a church take heart. Let those who lock themselves in their prayer closet for just a few
moments of quiet prayer and reflection take courage -- No doors can shut out Christ’s
presence!
Read Deuteronomy 4:7; Psalm 46:1

❏ Wednesday - A Very Present Help.

(John 20:19-23)

(John 20:24-25)

John 20:20
Upon His first appearance to the disciples after the resurrection, Christ “showed them
both His hands and His side” (John 20:20 ). Jesus’ resurrected body still bore His
sacrificial wounds. Sixty years later, when John, on the isle of Patmos, saw the Lion of
the Tribe of Judah, he beheld “a Lamb standing as if slain” (Rev. 5:6). Apparently our
Lord continues to bear His sacrificial wounds as an eternal reminder of God’s infinite
love and sacrifice for His people.
Read Romans 5:8, 8:32

❏ Thursday - Eternal Wounds.

(John 20:26-28)

• Jesus  
Fourth Appearance
• Thomas
Seeing is Believing

(John 20:26)

(John 20:26)

John 20:28-29
“Jesus said to [Thomas], ‘Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are
they who did not see, and yet believed” (John 20:29). The old adage says, “Seeing is
believing,” but for the Christian, believing is seeing, “For we walk by faith, not by
sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).
Read 1 Peter 1:8

❏ Friday - We Walk By Faith.

(John 20:27-29)

3. Statement of Purpose.
(John 20:30-31)

• That you may believe
and have life

John 20
“At the moment when Christ died, nothing could have seemed more abjectly weak,
more pitifully hopeless, more absolutely doomed to scorn and extinction and despair,
than the Church which He had founded. It numbered but a handful of weak followers.
They were poor, they were ignorant, they were hopeless. … How was it that these dull
and ignorant men, with their cross of wood, triumphed over the deadly fascinations of
sensual mythologies, conquered kings and their armies, and overcame the world? There
is one, and one only, possible answer: All this vast revolution was due to the power of
Christ’s resurrection” (Farrar). The apostle Paul prayed, “…that I may know Him, and
the power of His resurrection” (Phil. 3:10). Christian, there is power, power, wonder
working power in the blood of the Lamb! (Hymn).
Read Philippians 3:8-10

❏ Monday - Resurrection Power!

❏ Tuesday - The New Covenant Day of Rest.

2. Sunday Following.
• The Disciples Gather
New Meeting Day

John 20

John 20:31
John closes chapter 20, “These have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (Jn. 20:31).
“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). Need a
faith lift? Get into God’s Word!
Read Psalm 1

❏ Saturday - Need A Faith Lift?

(John 20:26)
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John 21
Recommissioning a Prodigal Apostle

Notes

Outline
1.		 Repeat Performance
(John 15:1-14)

• Commissioning
miracle repeated.
• John’s insight &
Peter’s impetuousness.
• Jesus feeds  
His disciples.

(John 21:1-6)
(Luke 5:1-11)

John 21:15
Peter once vowed a devotion to Christ superior to all the other disciples, boasting,
“Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away” (Mt. 26:33).
But having denied the Lord, Peter’s self-confidence was shaken and here Jesus asked
him if he still believed that he loved Him more than the other disciples, “Simon, son of
John, do you love Me (agapao) more than these?” And Peter said to Him, “Yes, Lord;
You know that I love You (phileo)” (John 21:15). Jesus uses the strong term for love
(agapao), but Peter no longer claims to love Jesus best of all, but modestly replies,
“You know that I love You (phileo),” i.e. have a brotherly affection. May we learn, like
Peter, to “put no confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 3:3), but put our confidence in Christ
alone (1 Cor. 1:31).
Read 2 Corinthians 3:5

(John 21:9-14)

(John 15:15-17)

• agape - sacrificial love
phileo - brotherly love
• Peter’s three confessions
undo his three denials.
• Fruitful ministry depends
on love for Christ.

(Mark 14:29)

John 21:15-17
Three times Peter had denied the Lord (Jn. 18:17,25-27), and three times Jesus gave
him the opportunity to avow his love (Jn. 21:15-17). O that God’s own people might
be as eager to restore those who have wronged us as Christ was to restore this prodigal
apostle.
Read Galatians 6:1-2; James 5:19-20

 Wednesday - A View to Restore.

(John 21:15-17)

John 21:16
“So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do
you love Me more than these?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He
said to him, ‘Feed My lambs.’” (Jn. 21:15). Do you wish to minister to God’s people in
some way? By far the biggest qualification needed to feed the sheep and lambs of Christ is
not ambition or even talent; it is love for the Good Shepherd. Read Deuteronomy 6:5

 Thursday - Key To Effective Ministry: Love the Lord.

(John 13:38)

(John 21:15-17

John 21:22
Jesus foretold the Apostle Peter’s martyrdom, and then told John to “Tarry, until I come”.
(John 21:18‑23). About sixty years from the time that Christ spoke these words the
Apostle John, then around 85 years old, was an exile on the Isle of Patmos. There, on
the Lord’s day, he “heard a great voice,” and turning, he said, “I saw one like the Son
of Man” blazing with such glory that he “fell at his feet as dead, and then he laid his
right hand on me, saying to me, Fear not.” Then follow the Seven Letters to the Church
dictated to John by our Lord, and the sublime prophecies of Revelation. It is, therefore, an
historical fact that John did “tarry” on the earth long after the other apostles were wearing
crowns of martyrdom, and until the Lord came to him visibly to make the last inspired
revelation of his will to man (Commentary). O Lord, “in Your book were all written the
days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them” (Psalm 139:16).
“So teach us to number our days” (Psa. 90:12).
Read Revelation 1:9-17

 Friday - He Holds the Future.

3.		 Revealed Prospects.
(John 15:18-25)

• Peter’s martyrdom
foretold.

John 21:3
Just three years before, Jesus had called Peter and Andrew from a life of fishing,
promising, “I will make you fishers of men” (Mt. 4:18-19). But having denied the Lord,
Peter returned to his nets -- “I am going fishing” (John 21:3). Nevertheless, “the gifts
and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), and Jesus recommissioned Peter,
“Shepherd my sheep!” (John 21:16). Christian, there is no turning back to your old life.
The apostle Paul once wrote, “Forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13-14). “The road behind me, the cross before me, no turning back, no
turning back” (song).
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17

 Monday - No Turning Back.

 Tuesday - In Christ Alone.
(John 21:7-8)

2.		 Recommissioning Peter.
• Do you love Me more?
Peter’s superiority humbled.

John 21

(John 21:18-19)

• John would “remain”
until Christ’s appearance.

(John 21:20-23)
(Rev. 1:9-17)

• Epilogue

(John 21:24-25)

87

88

Written by Pastor Stephen Hildebrandt

Outlines & Devotions
appropriate for:

• Church Services.
• Small Group Bible
Studies.

• Private Devotions.
“Study to show yourself
approved to God …
handling accurately the
Word of truth.”
- 2 Timothy 2:15

© January 2011

Cost: $10.00

