John 3:17-21, Daily Devotions

(1 Monday - Jesus’ First Advent: Suffering Servant. John 3:17
At Jesus’ first advent, “God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but
that the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:17). Jesus’ first advent, as a suffering
servant, was a rescue mission to save all who would believe in Him. He did not come to
judge, but to die as a substitutionary atonement for all of the sins of all of God’s people
of all time. “There is salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12), “but as many as received
Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12). Friend, turn
your eyes upon Jesus, “Now is the time of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).  Read John 14:6

(1 Tuesday - Jesus’ Second Advent: King & Judge. John 3:18
When Jesus returns, at His second advent, He will come not as a suffering servant but
as King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16). No one knows the day or the hour of
Christ’s return (Matt. 24:36), so every generation must live in readiness. But when He
comes again, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10),
not to determine where each will spend eternity, no that is determined by your
acceptance or rejection of Christ in this life (Matt . 25:26). Rather, each will be judged
to determine degrees of reward in heaven (1 Cor. 3:11-13), or degrees of punishment
in hell (Matt. 10:15). And the Judge is Christ, “For not even the Father judges anyone,
but He has given all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22). Read Revelation 19:11-16

(1 Wednesday - The One True Light. John 3:19
Jesus said, “While I am in the world I am the Light of the world” (John 9:5). But
now Christ lives in you, Christian; you are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). There
is no light in the man-made religions of the world; no, Christ in you is the only
light of the world! But if the one true light of Christ does not shine in and through
the Christian church, O how how great is the darkness!” (Matt. 6:23). “You were
formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light”
(Eph. 5:8). Read Ephesians 5:8-10, 1 John 1:5-7

[d Thursday - Real Reason for Rejecting Christ. John 3:19
Why would anyone reject God’s gracious offer of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ?
It is a free gift (Rom. 6:23); all one has to do is receive it (John 1:12). But some reject
it for philosophical reasons, believing that all religions are equally vailid. Others reject
the Bible’s account of a six day creation or a glodal flood for scientific reasons, because
these historical accounts don’t match the atheist’s reinterpritation of the scientific data.
But these are a smoke screen and a charade. It is neither for philosophical or scientific
reasons that anyone rejects Christ, but a moral reason: they love their sin. Jesus said,
“This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness
rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Read Romans 6:12-23

(d Friday - Am | Truly Saved? The Litmus Test. John 3:20-21
Jesus said, “Everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for
fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light,
so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God” (John 3:20-21).
Here is the litmus test of authentic Christianity and the deciding factor of whether one is
truly born again: Do you love your sin or do you hate it? Repeatedly the Bible declares,
“Hate evil, love good” (Amos 5:15), and again, “Abhor what is evil; cling to what is
good” (Rom. 12:9). Read 1 Thessalonians 5:21-23




