John 2:13-25, Daily Devotions

(1 Monday - Two Sides of Christ’s Love. John 2:13-25
In John, chapter 2, we see two sides of Christ’s character. At the wedding in Cana
(v. 1-12), Christ is the Joy-Bringer who delights to minister to human need and bring
gladness to our relationships. But at the Passover in Jerusalem (v. 13-25), He is filled
with holy indignation and comes with a whip and stern rebuke. Dear Christian, are
you willing to accept that Christ’s rebuke is as much an expression of His love as His
tenderness and compassion? “For whom the Lord loves He disciplines and He scourges
every son whom He receives” (Heb. 12:6). Read Hebrews 12:5-11

(1 Tuesday - The Business of Religion. John 2:13-14, 16
“The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He found in
the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers
seated at their tables” (John 2:13-14). We may fault the materialistic mentality of
those first-century worshippers, but isn’t the twenty-first century church just as crass?
The truth is that organized religion today has become a multi-billion dollar business,
and many of its ministers are prophets for profit. “Stop making My Father’s house a
place of business!” (John 2:16), is Jesus’ rebuke to the church today, as much as at any
time. Let each of us ask ourselves: Would God be worthy of worship, honor and praise,
even if there were no earthly benefit personally for me? Read 1 Timothy 6:5-6

(1 Wednesday - You Are Christ’s Temple. John 2:15
Our text reads, “And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple”
(John 2:15). Christ drove the animals, merchants and money-changers out of that Old
Covenant temple; but now, under the New Covenant, the Bible declares that you are
the temple of God, Christian. And so, if Christ should come with His scourge to drive
out the beasts that reside in your heart, we should remember, as the disciples did, His
all-consuming zeal for His Father’s house, which now is you. Read 1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19

A Thursday - Feel the Zeal! John 2:17
When Jesus drove out the merchants and their animals and overturned the tables of the
money-changers, “His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your house
will consume Me’”” (John 2:17; cf. Psalm 69:9). Jesus is zealous for His Father’s house,
which today is the local church. If we wish to be Christ-like, then we must cultivate a
similar zealousness for the place where we worship: zealousness to serve, zealousness
for its upkeep, for its purity and growth, zealousness to invite our friends and neighbors.
Perhaps you love your church, but you feel a little less than zealous. What can you do
to feel that zeal? Draw near to the One whom the Bible declares is “consumed” with
zeal for His Father’s house. Read Titus 2:14; Revelation 3:19-20

(1 Friday - What Else Does Christ Have to Prove? John 2:18-22
By cleansing the temple, Jesus fulfilled a 400 year old Messianic prophecy, “And the
Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the Messenger of the
covenant ... will purify the sons of Levi” (Mal. 3:1-3). But after He cleansed the Temple
the Jews said to Jesus, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these
things?” (John 2:18). Cleansing the temple was the sign that Jesus is the Messiah, but
they didn’t get it. And how often do we ourselves ask Christ prove Himself before we
will trust Him? We set conditions, “If you do this, then I will do that” or “If you do such
and such, then I will know that you love me.” But Jesus pointed to His resurrection as
all the proof that we need, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up’ ...
speaking of the temple of His body” (John 2:19-21). Christian, Jesus Christ was pierced
for your transgressions, He was crushed for your iniquities (Isa. 53:5), and He was raised
for your justification (Rom. 4:25). Jesus’ resurrection is the sign and seal of all of His
claims, He has nothing left to prove. Trust, don’t test, Him today. Read John 20:24-29




