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The Author of Hebrews
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Whether one believes the apostle Paul personally wrote the Book of 
Hebrews, or influenced another author, the theology shows a Pauline 
influence. Internal evidence suggests that the author is detained in 
some way (Heb. 13:3, 18-19), in Italy (Heb. 13:25), which may correlate 
to Paul’s Roman imprisonment. Also, the author is a close friend of 
Timothy (Heb. 13:23; cf. Acts 16:1-3, 17:15, 20:4; Rom. 16:21; 1 Cor. 
4:17; Phil. 1:1, etc.). Moreover, Hebrews closes “grace be with you 
all”, are characteristic of all of Paul’s epistles. Pauline authorship was 
accepted by Clement of Alexandria (150‑211 AD), Eusebius (275‑339), 
Athanasius (293‑373), Jerome (347‑420), Chrysostom (349‑407), 
Augustine (354‑430), and Aquinas (1225‑1274). That Paul was the 
author of Hebrews was the dominant view from 5th to 19th century. The 
KJV title is, “The Epistle of Paul to The Hebrews”. Peter, whose ministry 
was to Hebrew Christians (Gal. 1:7, 9), references an unnamed letter 
that Paul had written to them (2 Pet. 3:15), possibly Hebrews. Finally 
the Book of Hebrews was found in a collection of Paul’s books in Egypt.
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Origen (185-254 AD) considered the contents of Hebrews to be Pauline, 
but he was not actually certain about who penned the book. The author 
of Hebrews says in 2:3, that the Gospel message “first spoken through 
the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard”, which sounds 
less Paul (Gal 1:11-12), and more like Luke (Lk.  1:1‑3). But Luke was 
a Gentile, and Hebrews (as its name implies) demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the Hebrew Old Testament. However, Luke was a 
travelling companion of the apostle Paul (Acts 16:10-17, 20:5-15, 21:1-
18; Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 1:24) and stayed with him, during 
Paul’s Roman imprisonments (2 Tim. 4:11), giving him a thorough 
knowledge of Paul’s theology.
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A
S Tertullian (150-222 AD) believed Barnabas wrote Hebrews, but no 

support is offered other than that Barnabas was a Levite and a man of 
encouragement (Acts 4:36). As a Levite, Barnabas’ could explain how 
the foreshadows of the OT sacrificial system discussed in Hebrews 
were fulfilled in Christ. Barnabas travelled extensively with Paul (Acts 
11‑15), so he would have picked up many of Paul’s phrases and 
expressions from his preaching. This may be why Hebrews sounds 
similar to Paul’s writings.
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Apollos was an Alexandrian Jew and an eloquent man (Acts 18:24), 
fervent in spirit and an accurate teacher (Acts 18:25), a bold and 
powerful speaker (Acts 18:26, 28), “who was mighty in the [Old 
Testament] Scriptures” (18:24). He ministered at the church in Corinth 
(Acts 19:1; 1 Cor. 3:4-6), and was an acquaintance of Paul which could 
explain the Pauline influence. The Reformer, Martin Luther, and New 
Testament theologian, A.T. Robertson, believed that Apollos wrote 
Hebrews.
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Christ Fulfills the OT Foreshadows
The Old Testament (OT) Aaronic / Levitical Priesthood was a

Foreshadow of Christ's Priesthood
	 OT Priests were Imperfect
•	 They had to offer sacrifices first 

for their own sins - Heb. 5:1-3
	 OT Priests Died
•	 They were prevented by death from 

continuing - Heb. 7:23
	 OT Priests Offered Animals
•	 Animal sacrifices cannot take away 

sin - Heb. 10:4
	 OT Priest in Earthly Tabernacle
•	 A human creation - Heb. 9:1-5
•	 Copy of a pattern - Heb. 8:5, 10:24
	 OT Priests' Unending Job
•	 Day after day - Heb. 10:11
•	 Always standing - Heb. 10:11

	 Christ is a Perfect Priest 
•	 Christ is undefiled - Heb. 7:26-27
•	 Christ is perfect priest - Heb. 7:28
	 Christ's Priesthood is Eternal
•	 Christ is eternal - Heb. 7:24
•	 A priest forever - Heb. 7:21, 24-25
	 Christ Offered Himself
•	 Christ a better sacrifice -  Heb. 9:23
•	 Christ’s offering - Heb. 7:27, 9:14, 26
	 Christ in Heavenly Tabernacle
•	 Christ entered the heavenly Holy of 

holies - Heb 8:2,5-6, 9:11-12, 23-24
	 Christ Sacrificed Once for All
•	 Once - Heb. 7:27, 9:12, 25-26, 10:10
•	 Christ sat down - Heb. 10:11-12

Old Testament Animal Sacrifices were 
Foreshadows of Christ's Final Sacrifice

	 Burnt Offering (Lev. 1)
•	 Unblemished male animal.
•	 Burned as a "soothing aroma"
•	 Soothing God's anger due to sin
	 Grain Offering (Lev. 2)
•	 Sign of God's earthly blessing.
	 Peace Offering (Lev. 3)
•	 Signified peace and fellowship with 

God.
	 Sin Offering (Lev. 4)
•	 Sin symbolically transferred to 

animal. Sacrificed outside camp.
	 Guilt Offering (Lev. 5)
•	 Ransom for a specific offense.

	 Christ is our Burnt Offering 
•	 Christ unblemished - 1 Pet. 1:18-9
•	 A "soothing aroma" - Eph. 5:2
•	 Propitiation - Heb. 2:17; 1 Jn. 4:10
	 Christ is our Grain Offering
•	 Every spiritual blessing - Eph. 1:3
	 Christ is our Peace Offering
•	 Peace with God -  Rom. 5:1
•	 Peace with men - Eph. 2:14
	 Christ is our Sin Offering
•	 Christ bore our sin - 2 Cor. 5:21
•	 Outside the camp - Heb. 13:11-13
	 Christ is our Guilt Offering
•	 Christ a guilt offering - Isa. 53:10

Old Testament Feast and Festivals were 
Foreshadows of Christ

	 Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11)
•	 Rest for God's people.
•	 Day of corporate worship	

Passover (Ex. 12)
•	 Saved by the blood of the Lamb.
•	 Saved from God's wrath
	 Pentecost (Lev. 23:15-21)
•	 Firstfruits of the harvest.
	 Day of Atonement (Lev. 16)
•	 High priest entered the Holy of 

holies to atone for God's people.
	 Tabernacles (Lev. 5)
•	 Commemoration of provision in the 

wilderness.

	 Christ is Our Sabbath Rest 
•	 Lord of Sabbath - Mk. 2:27-28
•	 Rest in Christ - Heb. 4:9-11
	 Christ is our Passover Lamb
•	 Christ our Passover - 1 Cor. 5:7
•	 Saved from wrath - Rom 5:9
	 Christ is our Pentecost
•	 Christ, first friuit -  1 Cor. 15:20-23
	 Christ is our Atonement
•	 Christ entered the true Holy of 

holies - Heb 9:11-12, 23-24
	 Christ is our Tabernacle
•	 Christ our tabernacle - John 1:14; 

Rev. 7:15, 21:22-23
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Outline Notes

Hebrews Introduction:
“Christ, The Mediator of a Better Covenant”

1.	 Author. 
	 •	 Pauline influence.
2.	 Audience. 
	 •	 64-68 A.D, to Jewish Christians. 
3.	 Argument. 
	 •	 Key Word: “better” (13x)
	 •	 Key Verse:  Hebrews 8:6
	 	 “[Jesus] is also the Mediator of 

a better covenant, which has been 
enacted on better promises.”

4.	 Attributes / Names of Christ. 
	 	 Jesus Christ is the:
	 •	 “radiance of [God’s] glory” (1:3)

	 •	 “exact rep. of [God’s] nature” (1:3)

	 •	 “Author of [our] salvation” (2:10)

	 •	 “faithful High Priest” (2:17)
	 •	 “guarantee of a better covenant” (7:22)
	 •	 “Mediator of a better covenant” (8:6)
	 •	 “Author and Perfecter of faith” (12:2)

	 •	 “great Shepherd of the sheep” (13:20)

5.	 Abbreviated Outline. 
		  The Superiority of the:
	 •	 Person of Christ	 (1:1-4:13)

	 •	 Priesthood of Christ	 (4:14-7:28)

	 •	 Promises of Christ	 (8:1-10:18)

	 •	 Personal Faith in Christ	 (10:19-13:25)

6.	 Application. 
		  Five warning passages against:
	 •	 Drifting from God’s Word	(2:1‑3) 
	 •	 Doubting God’s Word	 (3:6‑4:2) 

	 •	 Deadness to God’s Word	 (5:11-6:8) 
	 •	 Despising God’s Word	 (10:26-31) 
	 •	 Defying God’s Word	 (12:25)

7.	 Action Items. 
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Hebrews Introduction, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Real Food for Your Soul.	
In the Book of Hebrews we behold Jesus in all of His glory. He is: [1] “the radiance of 
[God’s] glory and the exact representation of His nature” (1:3); [2] “the Author of [our] 
salvation” (2:10); [3] “a merciful and faithful High Priest” (2:17); [4] “the Apostle and 
High priest of our confession” (3:1); [5] “the guarantee of a better covenant” (7:22); 
[6] “the Mediator of a better covenant” (8:6); [7] “the Author and Perfecter of faith 
(12:2); and [8] “the great Shepherd of the sheep” (13:20). Hebrews is real food for 
the soul, for here the reader may feast upon the boundless glories of Christ’s majesty. 
So bon appetite, dig in and enjoy!	 Read the verses above. 

❏ Tuesday - The Alpha & Omega.	
Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end”  (Rev. 22:13). In Colossians 1, for example, Jesus is Alpha, the first: the Creator 
of all things (v. 16); “before all things” (v. 17); “the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead” (v. 18). In Hebrews, however, Jesus is the last, the end, the final Word and 
revelation of God (1:1-2), the final priest (7:11-28), and the final sacrifice for sin (7:27; 
9:12; 10:10,12,14). Jesus is both the Alpha and Omega. To God’s people that is more 
than just a fancy title. To them Christ has become first and last in all of their personal 
affairs and daily considerations.	 Read the verses above.
❏ Wednesday - Better than the Best. 	
The Book of Hebrews is a book of contrasts and one of the keywords is “better” (13x). 
Hebrews explains that Jesus is better than: [1]  the prophets (1:1-3); [2]  the angels 
(1:4-14); [3] Moses (3:1-6); [4] the Old Testament high priest (4:14-5:10, chap. 7);  
for “He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator 
of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises” (Heb. 8:6); and He 
is better than [5] the Old Testament sacrifices for sin (chap. 9). Friend, don’t settle for 
anything less than Jesus. He is better than everything else.	 Read the verses above.
❏ Thursday - Draw Near to God.	
If the New Covenant truly is a “better covenant, which has been enacted on better 
promises,” as the Book of Hebrews boasts (Heb. 8:6), then it ought to produce a better, 
closer walk with God, than the Old Covenant, and this is exactly what we see. Whereas 
closeness to God spelled danger under the Old Covenant (Ex. 19:9-25, Heb. 12:18‑24), 
it is actually the highlight of the New Covenant. And so, the writer of Hebrews exhorts 
his New Covenant readers: “Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne 
of grace (4:16); for “there is a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw 
near to God” (7:19); and “He is able to save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him” (Heb. 7:25); therefore, “let us draw near with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith” (10:22). Christian, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you” (James 4:8).	 Read the verses above.
❏ Friday - Five Warning Passages.	
Five warning passages in the book of Hebrews warrant our attention: [1] Hebrews 2:1‑3 
warns against drifting away from God’s Word through neglect; [2] Hebrews 3:6‑4:2 
alerts us against doubting God’s Word brought on by the deceitfulness of sin; 
[3] Hebrews 5:11-6:8 admonishes us against spiritual deadness which is the inevitable 
result of falling away from a daily diet of God’s Word; [4] Hebrews 10:26-31 reveals that 
despising God’s Word is the next ugly by-product, brought on by willful disobedience; 
and [5] Hebrews 12:25 warns against defying God’s Word by refusing to read and heed  
what it says. Think of these passages as guard rails on the narrow road that leads to eternal 
life, keeping the true believer on course and out of danger. 	 Read the verses above.
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 1:1-3
“Seven Offices of Christ”

1.	Final Prophet.	 (v. 1-2)
A.	The Old Testament Prophets:
	 •	They were enlightened, 	 (2 Pet. 1:21)	

but they were not the light.	 (Jn. 1:8)
	 •	They spoke in “portions.”	 (Heb. 1:1)
	 •	They didn’t fully understand 	 	

their own message. 	 (1 Pet. 1:10)
B.	Christ, the Final Prophet:
	 •	 Jesus is The Light. 	 (Jn. 8:12)
	 •	 Jesus spoke “all things.” 	 (Jn. 15:15)
	 •	 Jesus is the final Word. 	 (Jn. 1:1, 14)

2.	Son & Heir of All Things.	 (v. 2)
	 •	Hebrews’ emphasis on Sonship. 	 (7x)
	 •	Only “begotten” Son.	 (Jn. 3:16)
	 •	 Firstborn right of inheritance.	 (Col. 1:15)
	 •	We are fellow heirs. 	 (Rom. 8:16-17)

3.	Creator of All Things.	 (v. 2)
	 •	Literally: “He made the ages” 	
	 •	Translated in NT: ages, eternity, 

forever, world - i.e. time & space
	 •	All things were created 	 (Col. 1:16)	

by Him and for Him.

4.	Radiance of God’s Glory.	 (v. 3)
	 •	Analogy: the sun & its brightness.
	 •	Exact representation, Gk. character.

5.	Upholder of All Things.	 (v. 3)
	 •	 In Him all things	 (Col. 1:17)	

hold together.
	 •	His word is power.	 (Psa. 33:6)

6.	Final High Priest.	 (v. 3)
	 •	Once for all (3x).	 (Heb. 7:27)
	 •	Only one seat in the temple.
	 •	 It is finished!	 (Jn. 19:30)

7.	Final King.	 (v. 3)
	 •	 “Thy throne, O God, 	 (Heb. 1:8)	

is forever and ever”.	 	
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Hebrews 1:1-3, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The Final Word.	 Hebrews 1:1-2
“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in 
many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son” (Heb. 1:1-2). In all His 
offices Christ has no successor. He is called “The Prophet” (John 6:14, 7:40), for He is 
the final prophet to mankind. The last old covenant prophet was John the Baptist, who 
declared, “He [Christ] must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). The prophet’s 
job was to prophesy word of God, but when “the Word became flesh” (John 1:14), the 
prophets’ job was done. Notice, they spoke in “portions,” but Jesus is the “fullness” 
of the revelation of God (Col. 2:9), for “He is the radiance of [God’s] glory and the 
exact representation of His nature” (Heb. 1:3). Jesus is the final Word of God to man. 
Let Christ have the final word in your life, and let His Word, the Bible, have absolute 
sway over your heart.	 Read John 1:1-2,14,18; Revelation 19:11-13

❏ Tuesday - Heir of All Things.	 Hebrews 1:2
“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and 
in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed 
Heir of all things” (Heb. 1:1-2). The angels are “sons of God” by creation (Job 1:6, 
2:1), and Christians are sons by adoption (Rom. 8:15, Gal. 4:5, Eph. 1:5), but Christ 
is God’s only begotten Son (Heb. 1:5, 5:5, 11:17). As such He is “Heir of all things.” 
But as adopted children, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” 
(Rom. 8:16‑17).	 Read Psalm 2:7-8

❏ Wednesday - Christ the Creator. 	 Hebrews 1:2
Our text explains that Christ is the One “through whom also [God] made the world” 
(Heb.  1:2); literally, “through whom He made the ages.” The Greek word here is 
elsewhere translated: ages, eternity, forever, and world. Christ is the Creator of time 
and space. “All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 
being that has come into being” (John 1:3). “For by Him all things were created, both 
in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16). 
Dear Christian, “Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker” (Psalm 95:6)	 Read Psalm 148:1-5

❏ Thursday - The Radiance of God.	 Hebrews 1:3
“And He is the radiance of [God’s] glory and the exact representation of His nature” 
(Heb. 1:3). Unlike the moon which reflects the sun’s light but has no light of its own, 
Christ is no mere reflection of God’s glory but His radiance, for Christ Himself is light 
(John 8:12). Christ radiates the light of God’s glory, perfection and majesty. Were there 
no rays we could not see the sun, and apart from Jesus Christ man is utterly in the dark 
concerning God. Moreover, we read Christ is the “exact representation” of God’s nature, 
Greek charaktare, the impress or stamp; used of the impression made by a Roman seal.  
Though we have never seen the seal, we might by seeing the impress of it, form a true 
and accurate idea of the seal itself.	 Read John 1:14, 18; 2 Corinthians 4:6

❏ Friday - An End to Sacrifice.	 Hebrews 1:3
“When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high” (Heb. 1:3). No provision was ever made for the Old Testament high priest to 
sit down in the course of his duties, because his work was never complete. Day after 
day, year after year, sacrifices were continually offered. Then at Calvary, came the cry, 
“It is finished!” (John 19:30), and, Christ, “having offered one sacrifice for sins for all 
time, sat down at the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:11-12).	 Read Hebrews 9:11-12
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 1:4-14
“Christ is Exalted Above the Angels”

1.	Angel Overview
	 •	 Created on the first day.	 (Job 38:4,7)

	 •	 No pre-Adamic race on earth.	 

	 •	 Gk. angelos = messenger.	 (Lk. 1:26-38)

	 •	 More glorious than man.	 (Heb. 2:7, 9)

	 •	 Myriads of myriads.	 (Rev. 5:11)	
		  Cherubim.	 (Gen. 3:24; Ezek. 1; Rev. 4)	
		  Seraphim.	 (Isa. 6:1-6)	
		  Archangels.	 (1 Thess. 4:16; Jude 1:9)

	 •	 Can appear human.	 (Heb. 13:2)	
		  Ageless.	 (cf. Gabriel - Dan. 9:21; Lk. 1:19)

	 •	 Mighty army.	 (2 Kg. 6:15-17; Joel 2:1-11)	
		  Legions (≥ 5k ea.)	 (Mt. 26:53)

	 •	 Christ is their Captain.	 (Josh 5:14-15)

	 •	 They fight battles	 (Dan. 10:11-13)	
		  in the spiritual realm.	 (Rev. 12:7-9)

	 •	 At Sinai for the 	 (Deut. 33:2)	
	 	 giving of the Law.	 (Acts 7:53: Heb. 2:2)

	 •	 Attended Christ’s 	 (Luke 2:8-14)	
	 	 First Advent.

	 •	 Will attend Christ’s 	 (Mt. 16:27; 24:31)	
		  Second Advent.	 (1 Thess. 4:16)

	 •	 Protect believers.	(Psa. 91:11; Heb. 1:14)

	 •	 Not worshiped.	 (Col. 2:18; Rev. 19:10)

2.	Christ is Infinitely 		
		  “better than the angels”
	 •	 He is “better” than the angels. 	 (v. 4)

	 •	 He has a “more 	 (v. 4)	
		  excellent name.”	 (Phil. 2:9-11)

	 •	 He is the only “begotten” Son.	 (v. 5)	
		  They are servants.	 (v. 14)

	 •	 He is God.	  (v. 8)	
		  They worship Him.	 (v. 6)

	 •	 He is enthroned as King. 	 (v. 8)	
		  They obey His voice.	 (Psa. 103:20)
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Hebrews 1:4:14, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Christ’s Glory Greater than the Angels.	 Hebrews 1:4
To explain the greatness of Jesus Christ, the writer of Hebrews compares Him to those 
most glorious creatures, the angels. God’s holy angels were present at Sinai at the giving 
of the Law (Deut. 33:2; Psa. 68:17; Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19). They protected and delivered 
Israel throughout the Old Testament, e.g. Lot at Sodom (Gen. 19:16), Elisha when he was 
surrounded by the Aramean army (2 Kgs. 6:15-17), Daniel in the lion’s den (Dan. 6:22). 
They proclaimed great mysteries to the prophets, cf. Daniel (Dan. 8:16, 9:21, 10:11). 
They were pictured in Israel’s tabernacle: on the curtains which made up the walls of 
the tabernacle (Ex. 26:1), on the veil guarding the Holy of holies (Ex. 26:31), and on 
the ark of the covenant (Ex. 25:18). Yet, here we read, Christ is “better than the angels” 
for “He has inherited a more excellent name than they” (Heb. 1:4). What name is that 
name? [1] “Son” (Heb. 1:5), [2] “God” (Heb. 1:8), who is worshipped by the angels 
(Heb. 1:6), [3] Creator, who “makes His angels” (Heb. 1:7, cf. v. 10), and [4] King, 
who is enthroned in heaven (Heb. 1:8). 	 Read Philippians 2:9-11
❏ Tuesday - Christ, Begotten, Not Made.	 Hebrews 1:5
The writer of Hebrews explains, “For to which of the angels did [God] ever say, ‘Thou 
art My Son, today I have begotten Thee’? And again, ‘I will be a Father to Him and He 
shall be a Son to Me’?” (Heb. 1:5). Referring to Christ, the term “begotten” occurs 8x in 
the NT: 5x by John and 2x in Hebrews. Christ is the Creator of all things, not a creature; 
that is, not begotten in time, but eternal. The Nicene Creed, (325 A.D.) denotes Jesus was 
“begotten not made”. The term “begotten,” with reference to Christ, does not mean that 
He was created, nor does it refer to His earthly birth (incarnation), nor being born from 
the dead (resurrection, cf. Rom 1:4), but to His intimate relationship to and one essence 
with the Father. Concerning Christ’s eternal nature read Isa. 9:6, Micah 5:2; John 1:1-2
❏ Wednesday - Christ, the Firstborn. 	 Hebrews 1:6
Twice in Scripture, Christ is called “the firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5), 
referring to Jesus as the first raised from the dead in a glorified body. But elsewhere Christ 
is simply called the “firstborn” referring to His preeminence (Rom. 8:29; Col. 1:15; 
Heb. 1:6). In Hebrew culture, the firstborn: [1] belonged to God (Ex. 13:2; Num. 3:13); 
[2] was “preeminent in dignity” (Gen. 49:3); and [3] received a double portion of the 
inheritance and leadership of the family (Deut. 21:17). In the Book of Hebrews, Christ 
is not just the Inheritor of a double portion, but the Heir “of all things” (Heb. 1:3). 
Nevertheless, He is willing to share His inheritance with His adopted brothers and 
sisters, who are made fellow heirs with Christ. 	 Read Romans 8:14-17

❏ Thursday - Angels We Have Heard on High.	 Hebrews 1:6
“And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, ‘And let all the angels 
of God worship Him’” (Heb. 1:6). Worship is the angels’ ultimate priority: “And I looked, 
and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne … and the number of them was 
myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is 
the Lamb’” (Rev. 5:11-12), “and day and night they do not cease to say, ‘Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty’” (Rev. 4:8). “Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from 
the heavens; Praise Him in the heights! Praise Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His 
hosts!” (Psa. 148:1-2). Dear Christians, let us join their happy chorus!	Read Psa. 66:1

❏ Friday - God the Father Calls Jesus “God”.	 Hebrews 1:8
Jesus, not only calls Yahweh “Father” (Jn. 5:18; 14:10), but “God” (Mt. 27:46). And God 
the Father, not only calls Jesus “Son” (Mt. 3:17, 17:5), but “God” as well (Heb. 1:8): 
“But of the Son He says, ‘Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever.’” Many statements 
in Scripture confirm the deity of Jesus Christ, but none greater than God the Father’s 
own declaration concerning His Son.	 Read Isa. 9:6;  Mt. 1:23;  Jn. 8:58; Col. 2:9



10

Outline Notes

Hebrews 2:1-4
“So Great a Salvation”

A.	“For this Reason…”
	 	 Seven Reasons from Hebrews 1:
		  The Messenger:	
	1.	 Not prophets 	 (1:1)	

But God’s Son	 (1:2, 5)

		  The Message:	
	2.	 No longer in portions	 (1:1)	

But fullness	 (Col. 1:19, 2:9; Jn 1:18)

		  The Urgency:	
	3.	 Not “the days are coming”	 (Jer. 31:31)	

But the last days	 (1:2)

		  The Mediator:	
	4.	 Not angels (created sons) 	 (Job 1:6)	

But the only begotten Son	 (1:8)

	5.	 Not angels (servants) 	 (1:14)	
But the King	 (1:5, 8)

	6.	 Not angels (worshippers)	 (1:6)	
But God (The Worshipee)	 (1:3, 6, 8)

	7.	 Not angels (creatures)	 (Psa. 148:2-5)	
But the Creator	 (1:10)

B.	“We Must Pay Much		
Closer Attention”

		  Lest we Drift:
	1.	 Set your compass	 (12:1-2)

	2.	 Drifting  Shipwreck	 (1 Tim. 1:19)

	 	 The Old Covenant:
1.	 Spoken through angels	 (2:2)

2.	 Proved unalterable	 (2:2)

3.	 Transgressions received 	 (2:2)	
a just penalty

C.	“So Great a Salvation”
	 	 The New Covenant:
1.	 Positive - A “great salvation”	 (2:3)

2.	 Negative - No escape for neglect	 (2:3)
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Hebrews 1:4:14, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - “We Must Pay Much Closer Attention”	 Hebrews 2:1
“For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it” (Heb. 2:1). What reason is that? The writer points back to at least seven 
reasons given earlier in Hebrews, chapter one. We must pay much closer attention to 
God’s Word, because: [1] the messenger is no longer the prophets, (1:1), but God’s 
own Son (1:2,5); [2] the message is no longer in portions (1:1), but the fullest possible 
revelation of God (Col. 1:19, 2:9); [3] there is a new urgency, since we are in the last 
days (1:2). Furthermore, it was delivered: [4] Not by angels, who are created sons 
(Job 1:6), but by God’s only begotten Son (1:8); [5] Not by angels who are ministering 
servants (1:14), but by the King of kings and Lord of hosts (1:5, 8); [6] Not by angels 
who worship God (1:6), but by God who angels worship (1:3, 6, 8); and not by angels 
who are created beings (Psa. 148:2, 5), but by the Creator Himself (1:10). “For this 
reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it” (Heb. 2:1).	 Read 2 Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17

❏ Tuesday - Listen Up 	 Hebrews 2:1
The writer of Hebrews exhorts his readers, “Pay much closer attention to what you 
have heard” (2:1), “consider Jesus” (3:1), “fix your eyes on Jesus” (12:2). Many 
voices call out for our attention today -- the television, internet, music, the media, 
man-made philosophies and psychologies, etc. – but God’s people listen up , 
to God speaking from heaven through His written Word. And this is His voice from 
Heaven, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 
(Matt. 17:5).	 Read Matthew 7:21-27; Revelation 1:3

❏ Wednesday - Are You Anchored in Christ? 	 Hebrews 2:1
“For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we 
drift away from it” (Heb. 2:1). The tide of public opinion, peer pressure, and the daily 
routines of life can cause God’s own people to drift away from His Word. Dogma 
by itself cannot hold us; Christ is our anchor. And so, we must read God’s Word, not 
just to learn doctrine (2 Tim. 3:16), but to “learn Christ” (Eph. 4:20), “lest we drift 
away”.	  Read 1 Timothy 1:19

❏ Thursday - How Shall We Escape?	 Hebrews 2:3
On September 11, 2001, 2998 people died in the World Trade Centers. Another 6,291 
were injured. The heroic measures by the New York City fire fighters will go down as 
one of the great rescue efforts of all time, many forfeiting their own lives to save others 
in that towering inferno. Though we shall never forget the greatness of their efforts, there 
is another rescue even greater: Jesus Christ laid down His life to save sinners. Satan 
is the ultimate terrorist on a suicide mission to destroy as many others with himself as 
he can. He has crashed into planet earth, igniting an eternal inferno. Trapped above, 
the fires of hell burn below us. There is no escape, save one: Jesus Christ has come to 
earth, into the burning building, to lay down His life to save sinners. Moreover, not 
one who believes in Him shall be lost  (Jn. 6:39). The matter is urgent, the building is 
about to collapse in a fiery flame! (2 Pet. 3:10) “How shall we escape if we neglect so 
great a salvation!” (Heb. 2:3).	 Read Acts 4:12

❏ Friday - So Great a Salvation!	 Hebrews 2:3
Is there a sense of greatness in your mind about your salvation? This is not something 
awful, but something wonderful that the writer is warning us not to neglect – i.e. being 
forgiven, accepted, loved, guided and protected by Almighty God; fellowship and 
friendship with the living Christ; free access to the throne of grace, etc., etc. etc.!!! This 
is a great salvation! 	 Read 2 Corinthians 9:15
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 2:5-18
“The Author of Salvation”

A.	 The Destiny of Mankind.		
(Hebrews 2:5-8)

	1.	 Dominion mandate.	 (Gen. 1:26)

	2.	 Creation “groans.”	 (Rom. 8:19-22)

	3.	 Not yet subject.	 (Heb. 2:8)
	4.	 New heaven & earth.	 (2 Pet. 3:13)

B.	 The Condescension of Christ. 
(Hebrews 2:9)

	1.	 He “emptied Himself”.	 (Phl. 2:7)

	2.	 Lower than the Angels.	 (Heb. 2:9)

C.	 The Author of Salvation. 	
(Hebrews 2:10-13)

	1.	 Christ “Perfected” 	 (Heb. 2:10)	
through suffering?

	2.	 Jesus’ impeccability.	 (2 Cor. 5:21)

	3.	 “Author” of salvation.	 (Heb. 2:10)	
Greek: Archegos - Trailblazer

	4.	 The way to the crown 	 (Mt. 16:24)	
is the cross.

D.	 The Perfect Mediator. 		
(Hebrews 2:14-17)

	1.	 Priest is a mediator.	 (Heb. 5:1)

	2.	 Everyone needs a priest.	 (Rom. 3:23)

	3.	 Mans alienation.	 (Isa. 59:2)

	4.	 A God-Man, 	 (Heb. 2:14, 17)	
the perfect Mediator.	

E.	 The Temptations of Christ. 		
(Hebrews 2:18)

	1.	 Our temptations 	 (1 Cor. 10:13)	
are tempered.	

	2.	 Christ’s temptations	 (Mt. 4:1-11)	
were unlimited.

	3.	 He is able to come 	 (Psa. 46:1)	
to the aid of those 		
who are tempted. 
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Hebrews 2:5-18, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Dominion Restored.	 Hebrews 2:5-8
God gave man dominion over the earth (Gen. 1:26-28), and appointed Him over the 
works of His hands (Heb. 2:7). But because of mankind’s fall into sin, “we do not yet 
see all things subjected to him” (Heb. 2:8). Creation “groans” under the effects of 
the fall (Rom. 8:19-22). Floods, hurricanes, drought, disease and death wreak havoc 
on our planet. But the argument of Hebrews 2 is this: For those who hold fast to this 
“great salvation” (Heb. 2:3), man’s dominion shall be restored in “the world to come” 
(Heb. 2:5); that is, in “a new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” 
(2 Pet. 3:13). Then, throughout eternity, heaven and earth shall be subject to glorified 
humanity.	 Read  2 Timothy 2:12

❏ Tuesday - Lower than the Angels?	 Hebrews 2:5-8
“What is man, that Thou rememberest him? Or the son of man, that Thou art concerned 
about him? Thou hast made him for a little while lower than the angels” (Heb. 2:6-7). 
“But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, 
Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the 
grace of God He might taste death for everyone” (Heb. 2:9). At His incarnation, Christ 
“emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant” (Phil. 2:7). His deity and glory, 
though undiminished, were nevertheless veiled in human flesh. Yes, Christ veiled 
His glory beneath that of the very angels that He created. O how low the Son of God 
humbled Himself to bring about this “great salvation” (Heb. 2:3).  	Read Phil. 2:5-11

❏ Wednesday - The Author of Our Salvation.	 Hebrews 2:10
“For it was fitting for Him [God, the Father] to perfect the Author of their salvation 
[God, the Son] through sufferings” (Heb. 2:10). Christ needed not to be perfected in 
holiness, for He was sinless (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22). Yet to be perfectly 
fitted to be our Savior required His suffering and death on our behalf. Moreover, as the 
Author of our salvation (Greek: Archegos, forerunner, trailblazer), Christ has blazed 
a trail through the field of human suffering for His people to follow. His way to the 
crown was by the cross. 	 Read Matthew 16:24; Philippians 3:10

❏ Thursday - A Suitable High Priest.	 Hebrews 2:14
A priest is a mediator between God and man. Every person ever born needs a priest, 
because every person has sinned (Rom. 3:23). Mankind’s sin has produced a breach 
(Isa. 59:2), open hostility (Rom. 8:7), and alienation (Col 1:21), between God and man. 
But who can perfectly represent both God and man? For this Christ was born, the perfect 
God-Man. “Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also 
partook of the same” (Heb. 2:14).”Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all 
things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining 
to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people” (Heb. 2:17).	 Read 1 Tim. 2:5

❏ Friday - He is a Very Present Help.	 Hebrews 2:18
“For since [Christ] Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to 
come to the aid of those who are tempted” (Heb. 2:18). God does not allow his children 
to be tempted, tested or tried beyond what they are able to withstand (1 Cor. 10:13); 
that is, He prescribes limits to our trials (cf. Job 1:12). Not so for His own Son. When 
Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, no limits were placed on Christ’s temptations, 
no holds were barred, the gloves were off (Matt 4:1-11). Though He had no sin nature, 
Jesus understands human temptation, better than you and I ever will. Therefore, “He 
is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.” When you are tempted, dear 
Christian,  call upon Jesus. He is “a very present help in times of trouble.” (Psa. 46:1). 
Read Hebrews 4:15-16
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 3:1-6
“Christ is Better than Moses”

1.	Consider Jesus.	 (v. 1)

A.	 Church = Called Out.		
	 Analogy: Abraham

B.	 Consider attentively.	 	
	 (Heb. 2:1; 12:1-2)	 	
	 Analogy: Mary & Martha	

C.	 Christ / Apostle / High Priest.	  

Hebrews 12:1-2
“Let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus”

2.	Christ & Moses.	 (v. 2-6a)

A.	 Contrast in glory. (v. 3)		
	 Analogy: Sun vs. Moon

B.	 Contrast in kind. (v. 3-4, 6)	 	
	 Analogy: Builder vs. House 

C.	 Contrast in rank. (v. 5-6)	 	
	 Analogy: Son vs. Servant 

1 Peter 2:5
“you also, as living stones, are being 

built up as a spiritual house”

3.	 Confidence & Boast.	 (v. 6b)

A.	 Can I lose my grip?	 	
	 (Phil. 3:12)		
	 Analogy: Father & child

B.	 Confidence & boast in Christ.	

Hebrews 10:35
“Therefore, do not throw away your 
confidence, which has a great reward.”



15

Hebrews 3:1-6, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Heaven’s Call.	 Hebrews 3:1
God’s people are “the called” (Rom. 1:6; 1 Cor. 1:24; Jude 1:1; Rev. 17:14). The New 
Testament word “church” comes from the Greek word ekklesia, from ek, meaning “out” 
and kaleo, “called”. The church is made up of those who have been called out of the world, 
“for our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20). And so as “partakers of a 
heavenly calling” (Heb. 3:1), let us press on toward the upward call of God in Christ 
(Phil. 3:14).	 Read Ephesians 4:1

❏ Tuesday - Consider Jesus	 Hebrews 3:1
The writer of Hebrews enjoins God’s people to “consider Jesus” (Heb. 3:1). The Greek 
word used means to fix one’s mind upon or consider attentively. “There is no way by 
which we can bring an unseen person to have any real influence upon our lives except 
by the direction of our thoughts to Him. So if you professing Christian men and women 
will give your thoughts and your affections and the run of you minds to everything and 
everybody rather than to your Master, there is no wonder that your religion is of so 
little use to you, and brings so little blessing or power or nobleness into you lives. The 
root of weakness lies in the neglect of that solemn and indispensable duty to consider 
Jesus in patient contemplation” (Maclaren). 	 Read Colossians 3:1-3; Hebrews12:1-2

❏ Wednesday - Christ Versus Moses.	 Hebrews 3:3-6
“For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God. Now Moses 
was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to 
be spoken later; but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, 
if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end” (Heb. 3:4‑6). 
Here, Christ, the Mediator of the New Covenant, is compared to Moses, who was the 
mediator of the old. Christ is: [1] Greater in position and rank: Moses was a servant in 
God’s house, but Christ is God’s Son; [2] Greater in kind: Moses was a cornerstone in 
God’s house, but Christ is the builder of the house. [3] Greater in glory: Moses’ glory 
faded (2 Cor. 3:7-11), but Christ is the glory of God (Heb. 1:3).	 Read Hebrews 8:6

❏ Thursday - Household of God.	 Hebrews 3:6
“But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are…” (Heb. 3:6). 
Christian, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16, cf. 1 Cor. 6:19). “We are the temple of the living 
God” (1 Cor. 6:19), “the household of God, which is the church of the living God” 
(1 Tim. 3:15). What kind of dwelling place is your heart for Christ – a home, an office, 
a convenience store, an ER, or a mortuary?	 Read 1 Peter 2:5

❏ Friday - Confident to the End.	 Hebrews 3:6
“But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold fast 
our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end” (Heb. 3:6). A father does 
not depend upon his child’s weak grip to pull his little one out of danger, but with a 
firm grasp pulls him to safety. This is no less true of God’s children. Jesus said, “I give 
eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out 
of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one 
is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand” (Jn. 10:28). The true child of God 
holds fast, because God is holding him fast; that is, he holds fast by his confidence 
in God.	 Read 1 Corinthians 1:8-9; 2 Timothy 1:12; Jude 1:24-25
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 3:7-4:2
“Hold Firm Until the End”

1.	Qualification for Confidence.	 (3:6)

	 Analogy: A Fruit Tree.
•	 Surety IF we are “holding firm”
•	 Salvation carries us “until the end”
	 2 Pet. 1:10 - “Make certain about 	 	
	 His calling and choosing you…”

2.	Quotation - Psalm 95:7-11.	 (3:7-11)

	 Analogy: Egypt in the Wilderness.
•	 Sacrifice worthless w/o obedience.
•	 Suffering exposes our true nature.
•	 Sin of Israel’s testing God.
	 Deut. 6:16 - “You shall not put 
	 the Lord your God to the test…”

3.	Quick Response - “Today.”	 (3:12-13)

	 Analogy: Jesus calling His disciples.
•	 Starters can still apostatize.
•	 Swift response to His voice.
•	 Sin is deceitful.
	 Matt. 4:20 - “And they immediately 	 	
	 left their nets and followed Him.”

4.	Question - Are Jews rejected?	(3:14-19)

	 Analogy: Jacob & Esau.
•	 Salvation by faith not association.
	 Rom. 9:6 - “They are not all Israel”

5.	Quitting Short of the Promise.	 (4:1-2)

	 Analogy: Marathon Runner.
•	 Stopping forfeits rest.
	 Rom. 9:6 - “I press forward…”
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Hebrews 3:6-4:2, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Exposed by Trials.	 Hebrews 3:7-11
Hebrews 3:7-11 references Israel’s wilderness wanderings: “Today if you hear His 
voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial 
in the wilderness, where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, and saw My works 
for forty years.” Trials do not change us as much as they expose us; that is, they 
reveal the true state of our heart. What are your tests and trials teaching you about 
yourself?	 Read 1 Peter 1:6, 7; 4:12

❏ Tuesday - The Deceitfulness of Sin.	 Hebrews 3:13
Hebrews warns against “the deceitfulness of sin.” We never sin except under the 
delusion that it will make us happier. But sin can never produce lasting happiness or 
true satisfaction. The spoils of sin are sometimes “passing pleasures” (Heb. 11:25), 
but always personal injury. Spurgeon writes, “You never sin without injuring 
yourself. The smallest sin that creeps into your heart is a robber seeking to kill 
and to destroy. You never profited by sin, and never can. No, it is poison, deadly 
poison to your spirit. You know that it injures your faith, destroys your enjoyment, 
withers up your peace, weakens you in prayer, and prevents your example being 
beneficial to others.”	 Read 1 John 2:29-3:10

❏ Wednesday - Hold Firm Until the End!	 Hebrews 3:14
Hebrews makes this condition: “For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold 
fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end” (Heb. 3:14). Accordingly, not 
everyone who professes to be a Christian should have confidence and assurance of 
eternal life, but only those who are “holding fast.” True salvation is God’s work and 
it is a complete work; that is, it holds “firm until the end.”	 Read 2 Peter 1:5-10

❏ Thursday - Hearts of Clay.	 Hebrews 3:15
“Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Heb. 3:15). Since we 
have no control over the future and we cannot change the past, we can only improve 
our spiritual condition today. God is the Potter, our hearts the clay. Whatever vessel 
we become depends upon our response today while the clay is soft and malleable. 
Has God spoken to you about certain changes in your life? Dear friend, make those 
changes quickly. The clay is already beginning to set!	 Read Romans 9:19-23

❏ Friday - Heart Softener.	 Hebrews 3:15
Nothing hardens the heart as quickly and thoroughly as when the Word of God 
is heard but not heeded. The same fire that softens the wax, tempers (hardens) 
the steel. So also, the same message that softens some hearts will harden others. 
Not  all who frequent even good churches Sunday after Sunday are becoming 
more tenderhearted. No, while some hearts are being tenderized under the power 
of God’s Word, others are becoming as hard as rock by the same message. 
And so Hebrews exhorts, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” 
(Heb. 3:15). 	 Read Rev. 3:1

❏ Saturday - Good Finishers.	 Hebrews 4:1
“Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one 
of you should seem to have come short of it” (Heb. 4:1). What is as important to 
God as a good start in the Christian life is a good finish.	 Read Phil. 3:13-14
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 4:1-13
“Rest in Christ”

1.	 Test of Entering God’s Rest.	 (1-3)

•	 Fear lest you come short.

•	 Faith makes the Word profitable.

	 Rom. 11:20 - “they were broken off for 
their unbelief, but you stand by your 
faith. Do not be conceited but fear”

2.	 Two Earthly Figures of Rest.	 (4-5)

•	 Figure of the Sabbath Rest.

•	 Figure of the Promised Land.

	 Heb. 10:1 - “the Law was “a 
shadow of good things to come.”

3.	 There Remains Another Rest.	 (6-10)

•	 Future heavenly rest awaits.

•	 Fulfillment of all foreshadows

	 Matt. 11:28 - “Come to Me, all who 
are weary and heavy-laden, and I 
will give you rest.”

4.	 Therefore be Diligent to Enter.	 (11-13)

•	 Folly of secret sin.

•	 Foretaste of Heaven now!

	 Luke 8:17 - “For nothing is hidden 
that shall not become evident, nor 
secret that shall not be known and 
come to light.”
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Hebrews 4:1-13, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Warning Signs.	 Hebrews 4:1
The exhortations in Hebrews, up through chapter 4, are as urgent as they are repetitive: 
[1] Pay much closer attention to what you have heard, so that you do not drift away 
(2:1); [2] Guard against hardening of the heart (3:8); [3] Watch out for areas of unbelief 
(3:12); [4] Beware of the deceitfulness of sin (3:13); and [5] Do not let doubt and 
unbelief rob you of God’s rest (4:1‑2). Theses are warning signs posted along the 
narrow road that leads to eternal life, and if we heed them they will lead us safely to 
our destination. 	 Read 2 Peter 1:4-11

❏ Tuesday - Fear Factor.	 Hebrews 4:1
“Therefore, let us fear…” (Heb. 4:1). There is a fear which God desires for His own 
people (cf. 1 Pet. 2:17), not a fear of His wrath (1 Thes. 1:10, 5:9), for God’s perfect 
love casts out all such fears (1 Jn. 4:18); but a wholesome dread of displeasing Him 
(Prov. 8:13, 16:6). Properly cultivated, the Christian’s fear of the Lord will eclipse every 
earthly fear, so that the Christian can go anywhere and speak to anyone about Christ 
without anxiety.	 Read Acts 5:27-29 

❏ Wednesday - Christ Our Rest.	 Hebrews 4:3
“For we who have believed enter that rest…” (Heb. 4:3). Spurgeon explains, “Do not 
tell me that there is no rest for us till we get to Heaven. We who have believed in Jesus 
enter into rest even now. Why should we not do so? Our salvation is complete. The 
robe of righteousness in which we are clad is finished. The atonement for our sins fully 
made. We are reconciled to God, beloved of the Father, preserved by His grace, and 
supplied by His providence with all that we need. We carry all our burdens to Him and 
leave them at His feet. We spend our lives in His service, and we find His yoke is light.” 
Christian, are you feeling burned out, fed up, overworked, or overwhelmed? O anxious 
heart of mine, remember again the promise of Scripture: “Thou wilt keep Him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee (Isa. 26:3). 	 Read Matthew 11:28-30

❏ Thursday - Open-Heart Surgery.	 Hebrews 4:12
“For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able 
to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). Imagine laying on an 
operating table, being prepped for open-heart surgery, and your surgeon pulls out a 
flint knife. In the same way, man-made psychologies and philosophies are ill-suited for 
operating on the heart. Heart surgery requires a sharp scalpel. And so, when our Great 
Physician operates upon the human heart, He uses only the finest surgical tools, which 
are His Spirit and His Word.	 Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13

❏ Friday - El Roee.	 Hebrews 4:13
“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). God is El Roee, the God who 
sees (Gen. 16:13). “The Lord looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men; from 
His dwelling place He looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, He who fashions 
the hearts of them all, He who understands all their works.” (Psa. 33:13-15). God’s 
omniscience has both a negative and a positive effect: [1] Stated negatively, the psalmist 
declares, “Thou hast placed our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of 
Thy presence” (Psa. 90:8); but [2] positively, Scripture declares, “For the eyes of the 
Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose 
heart is completely His” (2 Chron. 16:9). 	 Read 1 Corinthians 4:5
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 4:14-5:10
“Introduction to Christ’s Priesthood”

A.	 General Qualifications of a Priest.		
		  (Hebrews 5:1-4)

1.	 Appointed from “among men.”	 5:1	
	 •	 Breach between God & man.

2.	 Acted on behalf of his own people.	 5:1	
	 •	 Bridge between God & Israel.

3.	 Able to deal gently with sinners.	 5:2	
	 •	 Beset with weakness.

4.	 Active Offering of the Priest.	 5:3	
	 •	 Brought for himself & the people

5.	 Authorized by God.	 5:4	
	 •	 Bestowed by God’s calling.

B.	 Greatness of Our High Priest.		
		  (Hebrews 2:14-17, 4:14-16, 5:5-10)

1.	 Alliance with our humanity.	 	
	 •	 Born of flesh and blood.	 2:14	
	 •	 Being made like His brethren.	 2:17

2.	 Advocate for His people.	 5:9	
	 •	 Benefits “to all those who obey.”	 	
	 •	 Basis is belief in Christ.	 2:3

3.	 Active & Passive Offering of Christ.		
	 •	 Better altar - Heaven.	 4:14	
	 •	 Better sacrifice - Himself.

4.	 Able to sympathize perfectly.	 4:15	
	 •	 Because was tempted in all things.		
	 •	 Because He was without sin.

5.	 Appointed by God.	 	
	 •	 Became “a priest forever”.	 5:5-6	
	 •	 Being designated a high priest 	 	
	 	 of the order of Melchizedek.	 5:6, 10

C.	 Grateful Response.		
		  (Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:5-10)

1.	 Always hold fast your confession.	4:14	
2.	 Approach with confidence.	 4:16
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Hebrews 4:14-5:10, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday -A Sympathetic High Priest.	 Hebrews 4:15
Sympathy may be defined as compassion borne out of common experience. Israel’s high 
priest could sympathize with “the ignorant and misguided” because he himself was beset 
with similar weaknesses (Heb. 5:2). But how can Christ sympathize with His people, 
since He is without sin? The question assumes that one must succumb to temptation 
to fully experience it, but the reverse is true. “Only those who try to resist temptation 
know how strong it is. … A man who gives in to temptation after five minutes simply 
does not know what it would have been like an hour later. …Christ, because He was 
the only man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows fully 
what temptation means” (C. S. Lewis). And so the Christian’s hope and comfort is this: 
“We do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who 
has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).	  Read Heb. 2:18

❏ Tuesday - A Throne of Grace	 Hebrews 4:15-16
The picture of God’s throne in Revelation, chapter 4, is truly an awesome image. 
In verse 3 we read, “there was a rainbow around the throne”, a clear allusion to God’s 
grace (cf. Gen. 9:13-16). But verse 5 notes, “And from the throne proceed flashes of 
lightning and sounds and peals of thunder”, which is a picture of God’s judgment. 
To the reprobate, God’s throne is a throne of judgment (Rev. 20:11-15), but to you, dear 
Christian, that same throne is a “throne of grace” (Heb 4:16). There one receives his just 
deserts, but the other “mega grace” (Jam. 4:6, Greek); that is, undeserved, unmerited 
favor! And so, as God’s people, we are to come daily before His throne in prayer, “with 
reverence and godly fear, yet not as if dragged to the seat of justice, but as kindly invited 
to the mercyseat, where grace reigns” (Matthew Henry).	   Read James 4:6

❏ Wednesday - Freedom of Speech.	 Hebrews 4:16
“Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and may find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:15-16). The Greek word 
rendered “confidence”, parraesias, literally means “boldness to speak” or “freedom 
of speech”. God turns a deaf ear to the impenitent sinner (Prov. 1:28; Isa. 1:15, 59:2; 
Mic. 3:4). He declares, “though they will cry to Me, yet I will not listen to them” 
(Jer. 11:11). But He is attentive to the prayers of the righteous (1 Pet. 3:12). There the 
children of God may speak candidly to their Heavenly Father.	 Read Psalm 34:15-19

❏ Thursday - Importune Prayer.	 Hebrews 5:7
Of Christ we read, “In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications 
with loud crying and tears … and He was heard because of His piety” (Heb. 5:7). Christ 
set an example, not only to pray, but to be fervent in prayer. How many dry prayers, 
how few wetted with tears, do we offer up to God! (Matthew Henry). “The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).	Read Philippians 4:6

❏ Friday - Christ Learned Obedience.	 Hebrews 5:8
“Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered” 
(Heb.  5:8). Christ was born without a sin nature as was Adam, but their original 
righteousness was untested. “This is the difference between innocence and 
virtue. Innocence is life untested, but virtue is innocence tested and triumphant” 
(Griffith‑Thomas).	 Read Romans 5:19
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 5:11-6:20
“Let Us Press On To Maturity”

A.	 Marks of Spiritual Immaturity.		
		  (Hebrews 5:11-14)

		  Analogy: A Baby

1.	 Dullness toward the Word.	 5:11

2.	 Dislike of sharing with others.	 5:12a

3.	 Diet of milk, not meat.	 5:12b-14

4.	 Discernment lacking.	 5:14

1 Cor. 14:20 - “Brethren, do not be children in 
your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your 
thinking be mature.”

B.	 Move on to Spiritual Maturity.		
		  (Hebrews 6:1-8)

		  Analogy: A Field

1.	 Desire to grow / increase.	 6:1-3

2.	 Deadness despite watering.	 6:4-8

Luke 8:14 - “The seed which fell among the 
thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and 
as they go on their way they are choked with 
worries and riches and pleasures of this life, 
and bring no fruit to maturity.”

C.	 Maturity Produces Hope.		
		  (Hebrews 6:9-20)

		  Analogy: An Anchor

1.	 Diligence secures the line.	 6:9-12

2.	 Dual anchor points for our hope:

	a.	 God’s promise.	 6:13-15

	b.	 God’s oath.	 6:16-18

3.	 Dependability of this hope.	 6:19-20

Romans 5:4-5 - “and perseverance, [brings 
about] proven character; and proven character, 
hope; and hope does not disappoint”
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Hebrews 5:11-6:20, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Disciplers.	 Hebrews 5:12
God commands His people, “Go and make disciples!” (Mt. 28:19). This command 
has been called “the great commission,” marching orders for every Christian 
soldier enlisted in the army of God. So who are you discipling? Who have you 
led to Christ? The fruit of a Christian is another Christian. Where is your fruit? 
These are questions each of us must ask ourselves. Christian, “by this time you 
ought to be teachers…” (Heb. 5:12).	 Read 2 Timothy 4:2; 1 Peter 3:15
❏ Tuesday - Meat-Eaters.	 Hebrews 5:12-14
The writer of Hebrews, exhorts his original readers, “For though by this time you 
ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary 
principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid 
food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of 
righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food is for the mature, who because 
of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil” (Heb. 5:12-14). 
Babies are cute. They need milk not meat. But after a few years, if a child cannot 
eat solid food or feed himself, his parents should be concerned.  Christian, are 
you feeding yourself at home from God’s Word? Are you growing deeper in your 
knowledge and understanding of the Bible? Dear brothers and sisters, “Let us 
press on to maturity” (Heb. 6:1).	 Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3; Ephesians 4:14-15
❏ Wednesday - God Grants Grace.	 Hebrews 6:1-3
“Let us press on to maturity … And this we shall do, if God permits” (Heb. 6:1,3). 
Repentance, spiritual growth, and sanctification are gifts of God’s grace; that is, 
they must be granted by God (cf. John 6:65; Acts 11:18; 2 Tim 2:25 – do a word 
search through the Bible on the word “granted”). Spiritual change comes, not by 
a more rigorous application of the law, but by a greater appropriation of God’s 
grace (Rom. 6:14). “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, 
believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you” (Mk. 11:24). 
Seeking God’s grace in daily prayer has more life-changing power than all the 
New Year’s resolutions in the world.	 Read Matthew 7:7-8
❏ Thursday - Bible Study.	 Hebrews 6:3
The writer of Hebrews chastens his readers, “For though by this time you ought 
to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary 
principles of the oracles of God” (Heb. 5:12). Maclaren adds, “If a Christian 
man wants to be fruitful let him be receiving with interest and attention, into his 
heart the truth of God’s Word. One main reason for the defects of our modern 
Christianity is that the average Christian man cares so little about his Bible … 
Look how you read your newspapers and how interested you are in some trashy 
fiction, and contrast that with the way in which you read your Bibles. My brother, 
there will be but few and shrivelled and immature fruits upon our lives unless 
they are ‘planted by the rivers of water,’ that is to say, as the Psalm interprets it, 
unless we ‘meditate on His law day and night.’”	 Read 2 Timothy 2:15
❏ Friday - Anchor of the Soul.	 Hebrews 6:13-19
We are in this world as a ship at sea, tossed up and down, sailing against the tide 
of popular sentiment and public opinion. But we have God’s promises as “an 
anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast”.	 Read Proverbs 3:5-6
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 7
“A Better High Priest”

A.	Introduction.	
	 1.	 How can Christ be King & Priest?
		  Kings: Line of Judah.	 Isa. 9:6-7	

Priests: Line of Levi. 	 Ex. 28:41	
Christ: Line of Judah.	 Heb. 7:13-14

	 2.	 How is Christ’s priesthood better 
than the Levitical priesthood?

B.	Another Priesthood.		
(Heb. 7:1-10)

	 1.	Melchizedek (2000 B.C.)	 Gen. 14

	 2.	 King of Salem (peace).	 Heb. 7:1

	 3.	 Priest of the Most High.	 Heb. 7:1

	 4.	 King of righteousness.	 Heb. 7:2

	 5.	 A preordained foreshadow.	 Heb. 7:3

	 6.	 Received Abe’s tithes.	 Heb. 7:2-6

	 7.	 Levi paid tithes.	 Heb. 7:9-10

C.	Christ’s Priesthood.		
(Heb. 7:11-28)

	 1.	 Foretold in the OT.	 Psa. 110:4

	 2.	 Oath of Continuation.	 Heb. 7:21

		  Christ: “priest forever” 		
Levites: “without an oath”

	 3.	 Life-Expectancy. 	 Heb. 7:23-24

		  Christ: “an indestructible life” (v.16)	
Levites: “prevented by death”	

	 4.	 Character.	 Heb. 7:26, 28

		  Christ: “holy,” “perfect” 	 	
Levites. “weak,” sinful	

	 5.	 Nature of Sacrifice.	 Heb. 7:27

		  Christ: “once for all”		
Levites: “daily”	

D.	The Big Difference.	
	 1.	 A better covenant.	 Heb. 7:22

	 2.	 Able to save forever. 	 Heb. 7:25
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Hebrews 7, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Righteousness & Peace.	 Hebrews 7:1-2
Melchizedek (Gen. 14), whose name means “king of righteousness” (Heb 7:2), 
reigned as king over the city of Salem [later called Jerusalem]. The word “salem”  
in Hebrew is shalom which means “peace.” As a type or foreshadow of Jesus Christ 
(Heb. 7:3), Melchizedek was both the king of righteousness and the king of peace. 
These two, righteousness and peace, are integrally connected. “Be holy, for I the 
Lord your God am holy,” declares the Lord (Lev.  19:2), and you experience both 
peace with God (Rom. 5:1), and the peace of God (Phil. 4:6‑9). Here is the Bible’s 
secret formula for peace: No righteousness, no peace; know righteousness, know 
peace. 	 Read Isaiah 32:17; Psalm 85:10

❏ Tuesday - Jehovah Tsidkenu.	 Hebrews 7:1-2
Melchizedek, whose name means “king of righteousness”, was a foreshadow of Christ. 
But Jesus is the true King of Righteousness. Jeremiah prophesied, “‘Behold, the days 
are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; 
and He will reign as king and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land. 
… And this is His name by which He will be called, ‘The Lord our righteousness 
[Hebrew: Jehovah Tsidkenu]’” (Jer.  23:5-6cf. 33:15-16). John writes, “And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous One” 
(1 Jn. 2:1).	 Read 1 Corinthians 1:30

❏ Wednesday - Priest & King.	 Hebrews 7:1-2
Melchizedek is the only character in the Old Testament that was both priest and king. 
But the Old Testament also spoke of a Messiah to come, who would sit on the throne of 
King David (Isa. 9:6-7), and preside as priest over His people (Psa. 110:1‑4). But how can 
this be, for Israel’s priests descended from the tribe of Levi and her kings from Judah? 
Scripture explains – Christ did indeed descend from the tribe of Judah (Heb. 7:14), but 
He holds His priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:5-6,10; 6:20), 
which predates the Levitical priesthood by 500 years! Upon Christ’s head are many 
diadems (Rev. 19:12), the headband of a priest and the crown of a king. Let us crown 
Him Lord of all!	 Read Revelation 19:11-15

❏ Thursday - A Better Priesthood.	 Hebrews 7:4-25
Melchizedek is set forth as a picture of Christ in order that the Jews might see in 
their own sacred Scriptures the proof that Christ’s priesthood is superior to Aaron’s 
(Levitical) priesthood in several ways: [1] Melchizedek’s priesthood precedes Aaron’s 
by 500 years (Gen. 14); [2] Melchizedek blessed Abraham and Abraham paid tithes to 
Melchizedek, and “without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater” (Heb. 7:4-
10); [3] Levitical priests “were prevented by death from continuing” (Heb. 7:23), but 
because Christ abides forever, He “holds His priesthood permanently” (Heb. 7:24), by 
“the power of an indestructible life” (Heb. 7:16). Hence, also, He is able to save forever 
those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession 
for them (Heb. 7:25).	 Read Hebrews 8:6

❏ Friday - Holy is the Lamb.	 Hebrews 7:26-28
“For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, 
separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens” (Heb.  7:26). Observe the 
personal holiness of Christ. He is free from all habits or principles of sin. Not the least 
sinful inclination dwells in Him, though such dwells in the best of Christians. He is 
free from all transgression; He “committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His 
mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22). This is the Christian’s confidence before God:  the righteousness 
of Christ imputed to his account on the basis of faith.	 Read 2 Corinthians 5:21
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 8
“A Better Covenant”

Key word in the Book of Hebrews:
“better” (10x)

A.	A Better High Priest.		
(Heb. 8:1)

	 1.	 “Who has taken His seat”	 Heb. 8:1 

	 2.	 “at the right hand of the 	 Heb. 8:1	
throne of the Majesty in 	 	
the heavens”	

B.	A Better Tabernacle.		
(Heb. 8:2-5)	

	 1.	 “the true tabernacle which 	 Heb. 8:2	
the Lord pitched, not man.”

	 2.	 The earthly tabernacle 	 Heb. 8:5	
was “a copy and shadow 	 	
of heavenly things.”

C.	A Better Covenant.		
(Heb. 8:6-13)	

	 1.	 “enacted upon better 	 Heb. 8:6	
promises”

	 2.	 “I will write [My Law] 	 Heb. 8:10	
on their hearts”

	 3.	 “I will remember their 	 Heb. 8:12	
sins no more.”

	 4.	 “He has made the first 	 Heb. 8:13	
[covenant] obsolete”

	 5.	 [The Old Covenant]	 Heb. 8:13	
“is ready to disappear”
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Hebrews 8, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The Covenants of Works & Grace.	 Hebrews 8 Overview
God made a covenant of works with Adam: “Abstain from eating of the forbidden 
tree and you and all those in you shall live forever.” Adam broke the condition of 
agreement, and there and then you and I fell and perished by the fatal act of our first 
parents. But the Lord has now arranged a New Covenant of a different character. It is 
made with Christ Jesus, the second Adam: “Keep the whole Law, yet suffer the penalty 
for all those in You who have broken it, and they shall live forever with You.” What 
a Magna Charta is this! The Old Covenant says, “Keep the law and live.” The New 
Covenant is, “You shall live, and I will write my law on your heart!” Understanding 
the covenant is the key of all theology – the covenant of works by which we fell, the 
covenant of grace by which we stand, Christ fulfilling the covenant for us as our surety 
and representative, fulfilling it by the shedding of His blood, so leaving for us a covenant 
wholly fulfilled on our side, which is Christ’s side, and only to be fulfilled now by God. 
(Spurgeon).	 Read Romans 5:15-19; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22

❏ Tuesday - His Law Written in Our Hearts.	 Hebrews 8:10
“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put My laws into their minds, and I will write them upon their 
hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be My people” (Heb. 8:10). “God once 
wrote His laws to His people, now He will write His laws in them; He will give them 
understanding to know and to believe His laws; He will give them memories to retain 
them; He will give them hearts to love them, courage to profess them, and power to put 
them in practice” (Matthew Henry). For “His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). 	 Read Psalm 40:8; 119:11

❏ Wednesday - Freedom from Our Fallen Will.	 Hebrews 8:10
The Old Covenant was largely external: God wrote His commandments on tablets of 
stone. The New Covenant is internal, God writing His Word upon the hearts of His 
people. God’s Word is His Will about everything in life. Under the New Covenant, God 
writes His Will upon the hearts of His people. The New Covenant does not leave us in our 
so-called free will … it sovereignly overcomes our rebellion and resistance and frees us 
to delight in God and in the Will of God written on our hearts (Piper).  Read Luke 22:42

❏ Thursday - Sin Forgiven is Sin Forgotten.	 Hebrews 8:12
Under the New Covenant, God declares, “For I will be merciful to their iniquities, 
and I will remember their sins no more” (Heb. 8:12). Yes, “As far as the east is from 
the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us” (Psa. 103:12). “He will 
again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. Yes, Thou wilt 
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea” (Mic. 7:19). Sins confessed and repented 
of are sins forgotten.	 Read  Philippians 3:13-14 

❏ Friday - Christ is the Real Thing.	 Hebrews 8:13
The writer of Hebrews explains, “[God] has made the first [covenant] obsolete. But 
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear” (Heb. 8:13). 
The book of Hebrews was written around  63 A.D.. When Jerusalem fell to the Romans 
in 70 A.D., and the Temple was burned, the Jewish sacrifices stopped being offered, 
and the Levitical priesthood came to an end, God was saying in His providence: Christ 
was the goal of it all. Christ is the Reality (Piper). These “things are a mere shadow 
… but the substance belongs to Christ” (Col.  2:17). Shadows were replaced with 
Reality; Old Testament copies gave way to the Original, Jesus Christ. He’s the Real 
Thing!	 Read Hebrews 10:1



28

Outline Notes

Hebrews 9
“A Better Sanctuary”

A.	The Earthly Sanctuary.		
(Hebrews 9:1-10)

1.		 Sanctuary Furnishings.	  9:1-5

	 a.	 “the lampstand”	

	 b.	 “the table and the sacred bread”

	 c.	 “a golden altar of incense”

	 d.	 “the ark of the covenant”

2.		 Sacrificial Frequency.	  9:6-7 

	 a.	 “the priests are continually entering”

	 b.	 “the high priest enters once a year”

3.		 Spiritual Significance.	 9:8-10

	 a.	 “a symbol for the present time”

	 b.	 “until a time of reformation”

B.	The True Sanctuary.		
(Hebrews 9:11-28)	

1.		 Sanctuary Description. 	 9:11

	 a.	 “greater”

	 b.	 “more perfect”

	 c.	 “not made with hands”

	 d.	 “not of this creation”

2.		 Sanctification by Blood.	 9:12-22

	 a.	 “eternal redemption”

	 b.	 “eternal inheritance”

3.		 Sacrificial Frequency.	 9:23-28

	 a.	 “once at the consummation of the ages”	

	 b.	 “once to bear the sins of many”
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Hebrews 9, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Christ, Our Sacrifice.	 Hebrews 9
Upon the bronze altar in the outer courtyard the Levitical sacrifices were offered 
(Lev. 1-5), all pointing to Christ. Jesus is our burnt offering (Eph. 5:2; 1 Pet. 1:18-19), 
peace offering (Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:14), sin offering (Isa. 53:6-8), and guilt offering 
(Isa. 53:10-11).	 Read 2 Corinthians 5:21

❏ Tuesday - The Table of Showbread.	 Hebrews 9:2, 4
In the Jewish tabernacle, in the Holy Place, stood the table of showbread, containing 
twelve loaves of bread (Heb. 9:2). This table served as a certain reminder to the Old 
Covenant people of God that Jehovah Jireh provides for His people. Under the New 
Covenant, the communion table is our table of showbread. But the bread is broken, 
reminding us that we have communion with God through the broken body of Jesus 
Christ. And it is eaten, reminding us that Christ sustains us physically and spiritually. 
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life” (Jn. 6:35), “the true bread” (Jn. 6:32). But there 
was another reminder in the Jewish tabernacle, in the Holy of Holies, inside the ark of 
the covenant. There, a single jar of manna reminded Israel that God had sustained His 
people in the wilderness (Heb. 9:4). Christ is our manna from heaven, who sustains us 
through the wilderness of this fallen world. Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came 
down out of heaven, if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever” (Jn. 6:51). Christ 
is our daily bread. “O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who 
takes refuge in Him! (Psa. 34:8).	 Read John 6:31-51

❏ Wednesday - The Golden Altar, Prayer Like Incense.	 Hebrews 9:4
In the Jewish tabernacle, in the Holy Place, up against the veil leading into the 
Holy of Holies, stood the golden altar (Heb. 9:4). But unlike the bronze altar in the 
outer courtyard, no animal sacrifices were burned on the golden altar, only incense 
(Ex. 30:8‑9). The incense rising from the golden altar was a symbol of the prayers 
of God’s people rising before His throne (Psa. 141:1-2; Lk. 1:10; Rev. 5:8, 8:3‑4). 
But in Revelation 8:3 we read that the prayers of the saints are mixed with “much” 
other incense. This other incense is the prayer of Christ, for “He always lives to make 
intercession” for His people.	 Read Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34

❏ Thursday - The Torn Veil, Our Only Access to God.	 Hebrews 9:3
The veil in the Jewish tabernacle was the only door into the Holy of Holies and into the 
visible presence of God. But cherubim, embroidered on the veil, were a picture of those 
angels who barred the way at the entrance of the Garden of Eden after the Fall, because 
the man and the woman had sinned (Gen. 3:24). Christ is the veil between God and 
man. He is the door (Jn. 10:7), the only way to God (Jn. 14:6), the only bridge to life 
(1 Tim. 2:5). But when Christ died on the cross, the veil in the temple was torn from top to 
bottom (Mt. 27:51); that is, it was torn by God. We enter into the presence of God through 
the torn veil, which is the torn (crucified) body of Christ.	 Read Hebrews 10:19-20

❏ Friday - The Ark of the Covenant, a Throne.	 Hebrews 9:2
The ark of the covenant was a mysterious golden box constructed by the Jews under 
God’s direction (Ex. 25:10-22), carried on poles by the priests (Deut 10:8), and housed 
in the Holy of Holies, where only the high priest could go once a year on Yom Kippur, 
the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16). In the ark was a golden jar of manna, Aaron’s rod 
which budded, and the two stone tablets of the Law (Heb. 9:2). The lid of the ark was 
called the “mercy seat” and it was a picture of Christ’s throne. When Christ entered into 
the true tabernacle, that is heaven itself (Heb. 9:11, 24), having made atonement for 
sin, He sat down (Heb. 1:3, 10:12, 12:2), upon a “throne of grace,” i.e. the true mercy 
seat in heaven of which the ark was only a symbol.	 Read Hebrews 4:14-16
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 10:1-18
“A Better Sacrifice”

Animal Sacrifices.	 v. 1-4

1.	 Made Nothing Perfect.	  v. 1-2

	 •	“only a [fore]shadow”
	 •	“the same sacrifices year by year”
	 •	“can never … make perfect”	
2.	 Reminder, Not Remission .	  v. 3-4

	 •	“But in those sacrifices 
there is a reminder of 
sins year by year.”

	 •	“For it is impossible for 
the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins.”

3.	 No Satisfaction.	  v. 5-9

		  “Sacrifices for sin Thou 
hast not desired, nor hast 
Thou taken pleasure”

Christ’s Sacrifice.	 v. 5-18

1.	 Once For All.	  v. 10

		  “we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all.”

2.	 It is Finished.	  v. 11-13

		  “but He, having offered one 
sacrifice for sins for all time, sat 
down at the right hand of God”

3.	 Perfected for All Time. 	 v. 14

		  “For by one offering He 
has perfected for all time 
those who are sanctified.”

4.	 Terms of the New Covenant:	 v. 15-17
	 •	“My law upon their heart”
	 •	 “Their sins I will 	 	
remember no more” 

5.	 No More Sacrifice.	 v. 18

	 	 “Now where there is forgive-
ness of these things, there is no 
longer any offering for sin.”
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Hebrews 10:1-18, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - A Shadow of Better Things.	 Hebrews 10:1
The Old Covenant Law was “only a shadow of the good things to come” (Heb. 10:1). 
The five Old Testament sacrifices, the five holy days, the five pieces of furniture 
in the Jewish tabernacle were all foreshadows. They were pictures pointing to 
Christ, “a mere shadow of what [was] to come; but the substance belongs to Christ” 
(Col. 2:17). What a privilege it is to live under the New Covenant, no longer faced 
with abstract signs and symbols, but seeing the fulfillment of these foreshadows in 
Christ. Christian, “blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because 
they hear. For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to 
see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it” 
(Mt. 13:16‑17).	    Read Hebrews 11:13 1 Peter 1:10‑12

❏ Tuesday - A New Reminder.	 Hebrews 10:3
Speaking of the Old Testament animal sacrifices, the writer of Hebrews explains, 
“But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year” (Heb. 10:3). Through 
the repetitive nature of the Old Testament sacrifices came the constant reminder of 
sin, but in Christ’s sacrifice the focus is brought to bear on a salvation that is secured 
“once for all.” At the communion table, Jesus commands, “Do this in remembrance 
of Me!” (Lk.  22:19) -- the primary focus has shifted from the sinner, who must 
continually offer sacrifices, to the Savior, who has proclaimed. “It is finished!” 
(Jn. 19:30).	 Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

❏ Wednesday - Our Sin is Taken Away.	 Hebrews 10:4
When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden they tried to cover themselves with fig leaves 
(Gen. 3:7), but “the Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed 
them” (Gen. 3:21). This was the first instance of animal sacrifices recorded in the Bible. 
2500 years later the levitical animal sacrificial system was inaugurated. But how can 
animal sacrifices pay for human sin? They cannot. “For it is impossible for the blood 
of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4, cf. Heb. 10:11). Those sacrifices were 
only a covering. 1500 years after this we see John the Baptist at the Jordan River and 
read, “The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world!’” (Jn. 1:29). Whereas Old Testament sacrifices 
only covered sin, Christ’s final sacrifice takes it away.	    Read Hebrews 10:17

 ❏ Thursday - “Once for All.”	 Hebrews 10:10
The author declares, “We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10). The phrase “once for all” (3x in Hebrews: 7:27, 9:12, 
10:10) is variously taken to mean: [1] once for all historical time (Heb. 9:26; Gal. 4:4‑5), 
[2] once for all who believe (Jn. 1:12, 3:16), and [3] once for all of the believer’s past, present 
and future sins (Heb. 10:12, 14). I cannot decide which of these meanings best fit the context, 
for all three are wonderful truths born out in the rest of Scripture.	 Read 1 Peter 3:18

 ❏ Friday - Safe & Secure “For All Time.”	 Hebrews 10:14
Can the true child of God ever lose his or her salvation? Never! “For by one offering 
He [Christ] has perfected for all time those who are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). Did you 
get that!!! “Perfected for all time,” that is your position in Christ, dear Christian! Now 
make your daily practice match your position and “walk in a manner worthy of your 
calling” (Eph. 4:1)	 Read Hebrews 7:25
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 10:19-39
“Our Confidence in Christ”

A    Since we have 
A Great High Priest.

(Heb. 10:19-25)

1.	 Let us draw near - True Faith	

2.	 Let us hold fast - True Hope

3.	 Let us encourage one another - True Love

Hebrews 10:19 - “Therefore … 
we have confidence to enter the holy 

place by the blood of Jesus”

B         Fourth Warning Passage.
(Heb. 10:26-31)

Warning Cause Hebrews
1 Drifting from the Word Neglect 2:1-3

2 Doubting the Word Hard-Heart 3:6-4:2

3 Deadness to the Word Insensitivity 5:11-6:8

4 Despising the Word Willful Disobedience 10:26-31
5 Defying the Word Refusal to Listen 12:25

C    Don’t Throw It
 All Away.

(Heb. 10:32-39)

1.	 True Faith is Rewarded.	

2.	 True Faith Requires Endurance.

Hebrews 10:35 - “Therefore, do not 
throw away your confidence, which 

has a great reward”


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Hebrews 10:19-39, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Confidence to Draw Near.	 Hebrews 10:19-22
Under the Old Covenant, on Yom Kippur, Israel’s annual day of atonement, only the 
high priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies, but not without the blood of the 
sacrificial goat (Lev. 16). But the New Covenant is a better covenant (Heb. 7:22), 
enacted on better promises (Heb. 8:6), with a better tabernacle (Heb. 9:11, 24), and 
better sacrifices (Heb. 9:11-14, 23; 10:10-14). The result is that every believer has access 
every day into the presence of God. “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence 
to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus … let us draw near with a sincere heart 
in full assurance of faith” (Heb. 10:19‑22). “Draw near,” is another key phrase in the 
book of Hebrews (5x: Heb. 4:16, 7:19, 7:25, 10:1, 10:22), and one of the key themes 
of the New Covenant (Eph. 2:13; Jam. 4:8).	 Read Hebrews 4:16

❏ Tuesday - Some Assembly Required.	 Hebrews 10:23-25
God’s Word commands, “Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24‑25). The 
late, great Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892) remarked, “I know there are some 
who say, ‘Well, I have given myself to the Lord, but I do not intend to give myself to any 
church.’ Now, why not? ‘Because I can be a Christian without it.’ Are you quite clear 
about that? You can be as good a Christian by disobedience to your Lord’s commands 
as by being obedient? There is a brick. What is it made for? To help build a house. It is 
of no use for that brick to tell you that it is just as good a brick while it is kicking about 
on the ground as it would be in the house … I do not believe that you are answering 
your purpose. You are living contrary to the life which Christ would have you live.” 
The Christian church is the true child of God’s only ally, refuge, and help on earth. 
Those who neglect the church do so to their own ruin. 	 Read Psalm 133

❏ Wednesday - A Fourth Warning.	 Hebrews 10:26-31
The Lord’s holy and inspired Scripture declares, “For if we go on sinning willfully 
[i.e. defiantly turning away from God] after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there 
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment. … It is 
a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:26-31). This is the 
fourth of five warning passages given in the book of Hebrews ([1] Heb. 2:1-3, [2] 3:6‑4:2, 
[3] 5:11-6:8, [4] 10:26-31, [5] 12:25). The Lord posts these warning signs all along the 
narrow road that leads to eternal life (Mt. 7:14), for the dual purpose of: [A] warning 
religious hypocrites to stop pretending and get real; and [2] alerting true believers of road 
hazards ahead, to prevent them from destructive detours into sin.	   Read Matt. 7:17‑23

❏ Thursday - Run With Endurance.	 Hebrews 10:36
“For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you 
may receive what was promised” (Heb. 10:36). The Christian life is a marathon, not a 
sprint. God is as much concerned with a good finish as a good start. “Therefore … let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and finisher of faith” (Heb. 12:1-2).	  Read 2 Timothy 4:7-8; 1 Corinthians 15:58

 ❏ Friday - We Walk By Faith.	 Hebrews 10:38-39
“But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure 
in him. But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have 
faith to the preserving of the soul” (Heb. 10:38-39).	 Read 2 Corinthians 5:7
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 11:1-7
“God’s Hall of Faith, Part 1”

	1.	 Faith in Unseen Wonders.		
(Hebrews 11:1-2)

	 •	 Spiritual blindness.	 (2 Cor. 4:4)

	 •	 Without excuse.	 (Rom. 3:18-20)

	 •	 The source of faith.	 (Eph. 2:8)

	 •	 New convictions.	 (Psa. 19:1, 119:160)

	 •	 Hall of Faith.	 (Heb. 11:2)

	2.	 Creation by the Word.		
(Hebrews 11:3)

	 •	 Creation fiat.	 (Psa. 33:6, 9; 148:5)

	 •	 Creation ex nihilo.	 (Heb. 11:3)

	 •	 One rational explanation.	 (John 1:3)

	3.	 By Faith Abel Worshiped.	
(Hebrews 11:4)

	 •	 Regulation for sacrifice.	 (Gen. 3:21)

	 •	 No forgiveness w/o blood.	 (Heb. 9:22)

	4.	 By Faith Enoch Walked.		
(Hebrews 11:5-6)

	 •	 He walked with God.	 (Gen. 5:21-24)

	 •	 Pleasing to God.	 (Heb. 11:5)

	 •	 Reward for seeking God.	 (Heb. 11:6)

	5.	 By Faith Noah Worked.		
(Hebrews 11:7)

	 •	 Preacher of righteousness.	 (2 Pet. 2:5)

	 •	 An evil generation.	 (Gen. 6:5)

	 •	 100 year project.	 (Gen. 5:32, 7:6)

	 •	 He was mocked.	 (2 Pet. 3:3-6)
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Hebrews 11:1-7, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Pray for Faith!	 Hebrews 11:1
The unbeliever is blind (2 Cor. 4:4) to the evidence for the existence of God all around 
him (Psa. 19:1; Rom. 1:18-20). And it is only when the Spirit of God opens the eyes 
of one born blind, that faith is conceived and produces “assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.” The new Christian suddenly sees proof for 
God everywhere, written in Creation (Psa.  19:1), and upon the pages of Scripture 
(Psa. 119:160). His first step is not a blind leap into the dark, but a step into the light. 
Therefore, since no one ever took a blind leap of faith to become a Christian, then we 
must pray for God to grant the unbeliever repentance (2 Tim. 2:24‑25), and faith to 
believe.	     Read Galatians 5:22; Ephesians 2:8
❏ Tuesday - I Don’t have Enough Faith to be an Atheist.	 Hebrews 11:3
“By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what 
is seen was not made out of things which are visible” (Heb. 11:3). The Bible teaches 
that God created the universe, ex nihilo, out of nothing. Since matter can neither be 
created nor destroyed by natural means, according to the First Law of Thermodynamics, 
then the universe must have a clearly supernatural origin. And since the universe 
cannot organize itself into increasingly complex forms, according to the Second Law 
of Thermodynamics, then once again supernatural intervention is required. Honestly, it 
takes more faith to believe in the Big Bang Theory, which violates the established laws 
of science, than to believe in the Creation model which is the only rational explanation 
for the origin of the universe. 	 Read 1 Peter 3:15; Jude 1:3
❏ Wednesday - The Story of Abel: Faith’s Worship.	 Hebrews 11:4
“By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained 
the testimony that he was righteous” (Heb. 11:4). Here, in Hebrews 11, are the names 
of those found nowhere in any Hall of Fame, but are recorded in a better place, in God’s 
Hall of Faith. God had evidently given the first family regulations regarding animal 
sacrifices (cf. Gen. 3:7, 21), that “without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness,”  
as the writer of Hebrews has earlier explained (Heb. 9:22). Abel believed God and his 
sacrifice was accepted (Gen. 4:2-8). But, under the New Covenant, we come by faith 
with a better sacrifice than Abel’s, not with the blood of goats and bulls (Heb. 9:12), 
but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:19). And only through, Christ’s 
sacrifice does God accept our worship today.	 Read  Hebrews 9:11-14 
❏ Thursday - The Story of Enoch: Faith’s Walk.	 Hebrews 11:5-6
“By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; and he was not found 
because God took him up; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up 
he was pleasing to God. And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him.” (Heb. 11:5-6; cf. Gen. 5:21-24). Enoch lived around 3200 B.C., and by our 
reckoning must have had a very primitive knowledge of God. Yet I wonder if our twenty-
first century Christianity might profit from a faith like Enoch’s, who was rewarded for 
so diligently seeking God that he did not taste death!	 Read Proverbs 3:5-6
❏ Friday - The Story of Noah: Faith’s Work.	 Hebrews 11:7
“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared 
an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and 
became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith” (Heb. 11:7). Noah 
believed God’s warning of coming destruction and for one hundred years built an ark 
in the desert, enduring mocking and derision (2 Pet. 3:3-6). He was a “preacher of 
righteousness “(2 Pet. 2:5), in a generation that was “only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). 
May God grant us such stand alone faith in these last days.	 Read Genesis 5:32-7:7
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 11:8-22
“God’s Hall of Faith, Part 2”

Three Tests of 
Abraham’s Faith

(Hebrews 11:8-19)

1.		 Do You Trust Me 	 v. 8-16 
with Your Future?	

	 •	 Why did God choose Abraham?  		
(Josh. 24:2, 15; Deut. 7:7-8)

	 •	 He had to walk by faith, 	 	
not by sight.		
(Heb. 11:8;2 Cor. 5:7)

	 •	 The basis of righteousness.	 	
(Gen, 15:6; Rom. 4:2-3)

	 •	 He had to make a clean 
break from his past life.		
(Gen. 12:1-4)

	 •	 He was called the Habiru.		
(Gen. 14:13)	

	 •	 He lived like an alien, 
stranger & exile on the earth.		
(Heb. 11:9, 13)	

	 •	 He was look for a “better”	 	
city & country.		
(Heb. 11:10, 16)

2.		 Do You Trust Me 	 v. 11-12 
for the Impossible?	

	 •	 By faith Sarah conceived.	 	
(Heb. 11:11-12)

	 •	 A little faith goes a long way.	 	
(Gen. 17:17, 18:12; Matt. 17:20)	

3.		 Do You Trust Me 	 v. 17-19 
with Your Best?	

	 •	 Abraham’s idol?	 	
(Gen. 22)

	 •	 Foreshadows of the cross.	 	
(John 3:16)
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Hebrews 11:8-22, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Abraham Believed God!	 Hebrews 11:8
“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he 
was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going” 
(Heb. 11:8). God did not reveal the specifics of His future plans for Abraham, nor is 
He required to do so for us. But though we may not know what the future holds, we do 
know Who holds the future.	 Read Jeremiah 29:11; Romans 8:28

❏ Tuesday - The Essence of True Faith.	 Hebrews 11:8
“Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6). 
[1[ Abraham’s faith was a personal faith – Abraham believed in the Lord, not merely 
a bunch of facts about God (cf. James 2:19). [2] Abraham’s faith was a propositional 
faith, based upon God’s promises, not Abraham’s feelings. [3[ Abraham’s faith was also 
a practical faith that moved him to action: “By faith Abraham, when he was called, 
obeyed by going…” (Heb. 11:8). Let all who claim the name of Christ measure their 
faith by these.	    Read 2 Corinthians 13:5; James 2:14-23

❏ Tuesday - The Man From the Other Side.	 Hebrews 11:8
Experts generally agree that the word “Hebrew” comes from the name Eber, who 
was the great-great-grandson of Noah (Gen. 11:10-26), and ancestor of the Hebrews. 
The word “Hebrew” translated means “the other side,” and it is first found in the Bible in 
Genesis 14:13 where it is applied to Abraham. If you will recall, Abraham left his relatives 
in Ur and crossed the Euphrates River to enter the promised land. And so, Abraham 
was called a Hebrew, the man from the other side [of the river]. A line ran through the 
middle of Abraham’s life, in his case it was the Euphrates River. On one side of the river 
was his old life among the idol worshippers in Ur. On the other was his new life and 
faith in living God. Friend, is there such a line running through the middle of your life? 
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).	   Read John 3:3, Ephesians 4:22-24

❏ Wednesday - By Faith Sarah Conceived.	 Hebrews 11:11-12
“By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time 
of life” (Heb. 11:11). God deliberately waited until Sarah was past childbearing to 
give her a child, because Sarah’s concept of God was too small and undoubtedly ours 
is too. Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it shall move” (Mt. 17:20). What 
God’s people need today, as much as at any time, is mountain-moving faith. We have 
unsaved relatives trapped behind mountains of unbelief. There are mountains of habitual 
sin in our own lives that must be moved by faith, mountains that block the Gospel in 
foreign lands. We need faith that God can not only do natural things, but supernatural! 
“Is anything too difficult for the Lord?” (Gen. 18:14).	 Read John 14:12-14

❏ Friday - By Faith Abraham Offered Isaac.	 Hebrews 11:17-19
““Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham…” (Gen. 22:1). 
God tests His people in every generations, to show the authenticity of His work 
to the world. But we have at our resources what Abraham did not – the written 
Word of God. While this episode may have been a pop quiz for Abraham, life is 
an open-book test for us! Therefore, “Study to show yourself approved to God as a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the Word of truth” 
(2 Tim. 2:15).	 Read Psalm 119:105; Hebrews 4:12
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Hebrews 11:23-31
“God’s Hall of Faith, Part 3”

Moses’ Statement of Faith 
(Hebrews 11:23-31)

Article 1. 	 Heb. 11:24-25

I am a child of God and 
I belong to the family of God.

Article 2. 	 Heb. 11:24-25

I reserve the right to refuse 
even lucrative job opportunities, 
for better spiritual opportunities.

Article 3. 	 Heb. 11:25

I deny myself sin’s passing 
pleasures, to receive God’s 
eternal pleasure.

Article 4. 	 Heb. 11:26

I consider eternal rewards greater 
riches than earthly treasure.

Article 5. 	 Heb. 11:27

I work hard to take control of my 
emotions, to fear nothing and no 
one, but God alone.

Article 6. 	 Heb. 11:28

I apply the blood of the Lamb 
to my home as the only hope 
of salvation for my family. 

Article 7. 	 Heb. 11:29

I accept God’s sovereign right 
to place me in overwhelming 
situations, to turn my whine 
into worship.
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Hebrews 11:23-31, Bible Devotions
❏ Mon - Choosing a Better Heritage by Faith.	 Hebrews 11:24-25
“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God” 
(Heb. 11:24‑25). There is an old saying that goes, “You can choose your friends, but 
you’re stuck with your family.” While that may be true in an earthly sense, it is not true 
in spiritual matters. Moses chose to identify himself with the family of God, rather than 
Pharaoh’s household. This was Moses’ conviction: “I am a child of God” (Rom. 8:16‑17; 
1 John 3:1‑2), and “I belong to the family of God (Eph. 2:19; Phil. 3:20). Where does 
your allegiance lie?	 Read Matthew 19:29

❏ Tue - Turning Down a Great Job by Faith.	 Hebrews 11:24-25
“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God” 
(Heb. 11:24‑25). Moses “refused” a lucrative career to be with God’s people. From a 
business perspective, staying in Egypt clearly would have been the best career move. 
Moses was in line for the throne and he might have become pharaoh. But not every 
job is right for the Christian, and not every promotion or career opportunity is the right 
choice for the man or woman of God. Job opportunities that take us away from family, 
fellowship, and regular participation in our local church might bring greater wealth, but 
at what cost? “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and turmoil 
with it” (Prov. 15:16). As Christian business men and women, let us reserve the right 
to turn down even lucrative job opportunities, if necessary, in our search for the best 
spiritual opportunity for ourselves and our families.	Read Palm 37:16; Matthew 6:24

❏ Wed - Seeking the Highest Pleasure by Faith.	 Hebrews 11:24-25
By faith Moses chose “to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy 
the passing pleasures of sin” (Heb. 11:24-25). God’s Word does not deny that sin can 
be pleasurable. But what Scripture reminds us here is of the “passing pleasures of sin” 
(Heb. 11:25), and earlier, of the “deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3:13). God created man to 
feel pleasure, but lasting pleasure is found only in Him. The devil seeks to short‑circuit 
God’s plan by offering immediate gratification. Nevertheless, by denying ourselves of 
the passing pleasures of sin (Matt. 16:24), we lay hold of the promise of the eternal 
pleasures of God (Psa. 16:11).	 Read Psalm 16:11, 36:8, 46:4

❏ Thu - Looking for Greater Riches by Faith.	 Hebrews 11:26
Moses considered “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures 
of Egypt; for  he  was looking to the reward” (Heb. 11:26). God’s rewards 
are greater than the greatest treasures of all the nations, both in duration 
and magnitude. For they will be eternally enjoyed and they are beyond all 
comprehension.   Read Romans 8:18; 1 Corinthians 2:9; 2 Corinthians 4:17

❏ Fri - Accepting Overwhelming Situations by Faith.	 Hebrews 11:29
“By faith [Israel] passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry 
land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned” (Heb. 11:29). Israel 
was trapped against the Red Sea with no way of escape and God had deliberately led 
them there (Ex. 13:18, 13:21-14:2). Over and over again in the Bible we see God 
leading His people into overwhelming situations, and He is doing the same thing 
today: [1] to teach His people to trust more fully in Him, and [2] to turn our whine 
into worship.	 Read Exodus 14:10-12, 14:31, Exodus chapter 15
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 11:32-40
“God’s Hall of Faith, Part 4”

The Work of Faith
(Hebrews 11:32-39)

1.	The Testament of Faith.	 v. 32
	 •	  “Gideon” (Judg. 6-8)
	 •	  “Barak” (Judg. 4-5)
	 •	  “Samson” (Judg. 13-16)
	 •	  “Jephthah” (Judg. 20:6-12:7)
	 •	  “David” (1 Sam. 16 - 2 Sam 24)
	 •	  “Samuel” (1 Sam. 1-16)
	 •	  “the prothets” (Isaiah- Malachi)
2.	The Triumph of Faith.	 v. 33-35
	 •	 “conquered kingdoms”
	 •	 “performed acts of righteousness”
	 •	 “obtained promises”
	 •	 “shut the mouths of lions”
	 •	 “quenched the power of fire”
	 •	 “escaped the edge of the sword”
	 •	 “from weakness were made strong”
	 •	 “became mighty in war”
	 •	 “put foreign armies to flight”
	 •	 “women received back their dead”
3.	The Trial of Faith.	 v. 35-38
	 •	 “tortured”
	 •	 “mockings and scourgings”
	 •	 “chains and imprisonment”
	 •	 “stoned”
	 •	 “sawn in two”
	 •	 “tempted”
	 •	 “put to death with the sword”
	 •	 “went about in sheepskins”
	 •	 “destitute, afflicted, ill-treated”
	 •	 “wandering in deserts…”
4.	The Trophy of Faith.	 v. 39-40
	 •	 “all these gained approval”
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Hebrews 11:32-40, Bible Devotions
❏ Mon - Two Kinds of Heros of the Faith.	 Hebrews 11:32-40
At the end of Hebrews 11, the author contrasts those who achieved tremendous earthly 
triumphs through faith (Heb. 11:32-35), with others who experienced torturous trials 
(Heb. 11:35‑38). Some “shut the mouths of lions” (Heb. 11:33), like the prophet Daniel 
(Dan. 6), and the apostle Paul (1 Cor. 15:32), but “others were tortured, not accepting 
their release” (Heb. 11:35), such as those Christians who were torn apart by lions in 
Nero’s arena. Some “escaped the edge of the sword” (Heb. 11:34), as when David fled 
from Saul (1 Sam. 18‑31), while others “were put to death with the sword” (Heb. 11:37), 
as was the apostle James (Acts 12:2). So who has more faith, the one who conquers 
(Rom. 8:37), or the one who suffers (Rev. 2:10)? The answer is given: “all these, gained 
approval through their faith” (Heb. 11:39).	   Read 1 Peter 1:3-7

❏ Tue - We are Weak, But He is Strong.	 Hebrews 11:34
The writer of Hebrews notes those who “from weakness were made strong,” by faith 
(Heb. 11:34). Moses was such a man, who even argued with God to send someone 
else to deliver Israel out of bondage in Egypt, because he felt his own inadequacies 
(Ex.  3:10‑4:18). Peter was at first a coward, denying that he even knew the Lord 
(Mt. 26:69-75). These men are listed among the other heros of the Christian faith in 
Hebrews 11, but they were weak men before God got a hold of them, as are all of us. 
God chooses weak men and women to represent His cause, for then He can put His 
grace on display. 	 Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; 2 Corinthians 3:4-5

❏ Wed - Faith Through the Fire.	 Hebrews 11:35
Next, the author of Hebrews highlights those who “were tortured, not accepting their 
release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection” (Heb. 11:35). It was once said 
that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church,” (Tertullian, c. 200 A.D.). Such 
was the case on October 16th, 1555. Mary, the wicked Catholic Queen of England, 
nicknamed “Bloody Mary,” had condemned Hugh Latimer, the bishop of Worcester, 
and Nicholas Ridley, the bishop of London, to be burned to death, for their belief in 
Scripture as the sole authority for life and practice. As the fire was lit, Ridley trembled 
but Latimer declared, “Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall 
this day light such a candle by God’s grace in England, as I trust shall never be put 
out.” Their deaths did indeed light a fire that resulted in the Protestant Reformation in 
England. O Lord, give your people in America the faith of Latimer and Ridley, that the 
fires of reformation may burn once again in our own country.	 Read Acts 4:18-20

❏ Thu - Faith to Endure Affliction.	 Hebrews 11:37-38
There is a teaching in the American church that God wants His people to be healthy 
and wealthy all the time. It is the theology of an indulgent age and its teachers are 
like Balaam, prophets for profit. The by-product of this teaching is that Christians 
have begun to think that trials and suffering are an unusual thing, when for Christians 
in previous generations it was the norm. Yet the writer of Hebrews commends the 
faith of those who “went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
ill-treated… wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground” 
(Heb. 11:37‑38). Christian, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth. For you have died [to the things of this world], and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God (Col. 3:2‑3).	 Read  Philippians 4:11-13

❏ Fri - This World is Not Worthy of You.	 Hebrews 11:38
Christians are mocked and scoffed for their faith, but they are “men [and women] of 
whom the world [is] not worthy” (Heb. 11:38). You are the King of king’s kids, walk 
in a manner worthy of your royal calling (Eph. 4:1)	 Read 1 Peter 2:9-17
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 12:1-2
“Run With Endurance”

	1.	 So Great a Cloud of 
Witnesses.	

	 •	 An earthly cloud of	 (Mt. 5:16)	
witnesses are watching.

	 •	 So “great a cloud” of	 (Heb. 12:1)	
heavenly witnesses.

	 •	 A “few” each 	 (Mt. 7:13-14) 
generation are many. 

	 •	 Can they see us?	

	 •	 The witness of 	 (Heb. 11)	
their precedent.

	2.	 Lay aside Every 
Encumbrance.	

	 •	 The old man can’t run.	 (Eph. 4:22)

	 •	 Sin “entangles” us.	 (Heb. 12:1)

3.		 Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus.

	 •	 Jesus is the “Author”:	 (Lk. 17:5)	
The SOURCE of your faith.		
(cf. Eph. 2:8-9; Gal. 5:22)

	 •	 “Fix your eyes”:	 (Prov. 3:4-5)	
on Jesus, the 		
OBJECT of your faith.

	 •	 Author, Gk. archegos 	 (Heb. 2:10)	
Forerunner

	 •	 Perfector or Finisher.	 (Phil. 1:6)

	 •	 Finish the course 	 (2 Tim. 4:7-8)	
by faith.	
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Hebrews 12:1-2, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - So Great Cloud of Witnesses	 Hebrews 12:1
“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us 
also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). The “great 
cloud of witnesses” referred to here are those faithful believers who have lived 
and died and are now in heaven, some of whom were listed in the preceding 
chapter (Heb. 11). But does this verse mean they are watching us from heaven? 
Maybe or maybe not. The verb form of the word “witness” is used five times in 
Hebrews 11 always referring to the giving of a testimony rather than the mere 
watching of an event. Abraham, Moses, David, Jeremiah, John, Paul, Luther, 
Calvin, Wesley, Moody, and thousands of others, witness to us even now by 
the testimony of the race they have already run. Their lives declare, “By faith I 
finished and you can too!” They challenge us to run with endurance and to be 
the men and women of faith in the twenty-first century. 	Read 2 Timothy 4:7-8
❏ Tuesday - The Weight of Sin.	 Hebrews 12:1
“Let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). 
In John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, Christian had to removed the weight from 
his back before he could continue his quest. In the story, his weight was the 
burden of sin. Pet sins hinder us from running the Christian race. They slow us 
down, retard spiritual growth, and drain us of energy. Christian, “put them all 
aside” that you may run and not grow weary.	 Read Colossians 3:8-9
❏ Wednesday - The Human Race.	 Hebrews 12:1
The Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint. And so Hebrews exhorts, “Let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). But the Christian 
is not without help, for Lord Himself is our energy supply: “They that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” 
(Isa. 40:31). If the Christian life is wearing you down, maybe you’ve somehow 
gotten disconnected from the power source. Check your connection and see if 
your plugged in.	 Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-25;  
❏ Thursday - Christ, the Forerunner.	 Hebrews 12:2
Christians, we must “run the race with endurance, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
Author and Perfecter of faith” (Heb. 12:2). The word “Author,” Gk: archegos 
means forerunner. “Jesus is here viewed as the One, who Himself began and 
completed the whole course of faith, so as to be Himself the one perfect example 
and witness of what faith is” (Pink). He is “the Pioneer of personal faith” 
(Moffatt). “Jesus is presented as the One who has blazed the trail of faith and as 
the One who Himself ran the race of faith to its triumphant finish” (F. F. Bruce). 
Yes, Christ has finished the course, blazing a trail for us to follow. And now He 
sits at the finish line judging the race. But note how He stood to cheer Stephen 
on as he crossed life’s finish line (Acts 7:55-60). 	 Read  Hebrews 11:1, 6
❏ Friday - He Rejoices Over You.	 Hebrews 12:2
“For the joy set before Him [Jesus] endured the cross.” What joy was that? 
Principally the joy of saving you and me!	 Read Zephaniah 3:17
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 12:3-13
“God’s Discipline”

1.	Two Attitudes 		
to Guard Against.	 	
(v. 2-5)

A.	 Do not “grow weary,” “lose heart,” 
(v. 3), or “faint” (v. 5).

B.	 Do not regard God’s discipline 
“lightly” (v. 4).

2.	Two Affirmations 
of God’s Affection.		
(v. 6-9)

A.	 Godly discipline affirms 	 	
God’s love. (v. 6)

B.	 Godly discipline affirms 	 	
our sonship. (v. 7-9)

3.	Two Explanations 
of the Same Application.		
(v. 10-11)

A.	 God disciplines us so that 		
“we may share in His holiness”	 	
(v. 10)

B.	 God’s discipline yields 	 	
“the peaceful fruit of righteousness”		
(v. 11)
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Hebrews 12:3-13, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The Two Sides of God’s Sovereign Love.	 Hebrews 12:6
Here are two sides of God’s sovereign love toward His people: [1] “I have loved you 
with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness” (Jer. 31:3), 
and [2] “For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son 
whom He receives” (Heb. 12:6). God draws His people with affection, and drives 
them with affliction ever closer to Himself. If God is not in sovereign control of all 
our trials, then the command to “rejoice always …[and] in everything give thanks” 
(1 Thess. 5:16,18), would be utter nonsense. But take comfort in this, child of God: 
when you are in the furnace of affliction, the One whose hand is upon the thermostat 
is not some maniac fallen angel, but your own loving heavenly Father. And it is in that 
furnace where God forges his choicest servants, that they may come forth as pure gold 
(Job 23:10; Psa. 66:10; Isa. 48:10). “All discipline for the moment seems not to be 
joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness” (Heb. 12:11).	 Read 1 Peter 1:3-7

❏ Tuesday - God, the First Cause.	 Hebrews 12:6
The Bible explains, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 
How does He do that? Does God come to His children after a trial, saying, “I can turn 
this around for good”? No, that is not a cause but a repair. It is the difference between 
the surgeon who plans the incision for our good, and the emergency room doctor who 
sews us up after an accident. This text says, God is the doctor planning our surgery, not 
the doctor repairing our lacerations (Piper). God is the first cause of all our trials, though 
He often works through second causes, e.g. people, circumstances, cause and effect, 
etc. Yet in all our trials God’s cause is always just and His purposes always pure, that 
He might bring about our eternal good and His eternal glory.	 Read Genesis 50:15-20

❏ Wednesday - A Sign of Sonship.	 Hebrews 12:7-8
“It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons … But if you 
are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate 
children and not sons” (Heb. 12:7-8). Our chastisement is never a sign of rejection, 
but of adoption. Godly discipline is corrective, not punitive. He chastens us without 
anger and we must respond without anger, for God’s chastening is motivated by 
love.	 Read Philippians 4:11-13

❏ Thursday - No Pain, No Gain.	 Hebrews 12:10-11
God “disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the 
moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by 
it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness” (Heb. 12:10-11). The writer 
of Hebrews outlines the fourfold fruit of God’s discipline: our good, our holiness, our 
peace, and our righteousness. And so we see that our trials are not meaningless, but 
masterfully designed by a wise and loving heavenly Father. 	 Read Job 1-2

❏ Friday - Wisdom in Trials.	 Hebrews 12:10-11
When we pray and ask God to remove a trial, if He takes it away, then we know that it 
was a divinely appointed obstacle to be overcome by faith – yes, even to increase our 
faith. But if the trial persists then we know God wants to teach us something through 
it. This is why James recommends a prayer for wisdom in the context of enduring 
trials.	 Read James 1:2-5
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 12:14-29
“Mount Zion, The New Jerusalem, & The Church”

1.	 Crying ≠ Repentance.		
(Hebrews 12:14-17)

A.	 Two Beatitudes: 	 (cf. Mt. 5:8-9)
•	 Pursue peace & purity.

B.	 Esau Sold Out:	 (Gen. 25:29f)
•	 He was immoral & godless.
•	 He sold his birthright for stew.
•	 He had tears, but no repentance.

2.	 Covenant Comparison.		
(Hebrews 12:18-24)

A.	 The Old Covenant	 (Ex. 19:16-19)
•	 Mount Sinai: Law.	 (Ex. 20)
•	 Myriads of angels.	  (Psa. 68:17)
•	 Lightning & thunder.	  (Ex. 19:16)
•	 Earthquake.	  (Ex. 19:18)
•	 Fire, darkness & gloom.
•	 Whirlwind & blasting trumpets.
•	 Fear & trembling.

B.	 The New Covenant
•	 Mount Zion: Worship.	 (Isa. 35:10)
•	 Heavenly Jerusalem.	 (Rev. 21:9-10)
•	 Myriads of angels.
•	 General assembly.
•	 Church of the first-born.	 (Ex. 13:2)
•	 God, the Judge of all.
•	 Jesus, mediator of new cov.	 (Heb. 8:6)
•	 Better blood/sacrifices.	 (Heb. 8:6)

3.	 Consuming Fire.		
(Hebrews 12:25-29)

A.	 Don’t Refuse Him: 	 (cf. Heb. 2:1-3)
•	 Unalterable word from Sinai.
•	 He is speaking.	

B.	 He Shakes Things Loose: 	
•	 To remove things that don’t belong.
•	 Our kingdom cannot be shaken.

C.	 Our God is a Consuming Fire.
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Hebrews 12:14-29, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - We Shall See Him.	 Hebrews 12:14
Concerning Christ’s return, John writes, “We know that, when He appears, we 
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. And everyone who 
has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3). 
Christian, “pursue … the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord” 
(Heb. 12:14). 	 Read 2 Corinthians 7:1

❏ Tuesday - Don’t Sell Out.	 Hebrews 12:15-17
“See to it … that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own 
birthright for a single meal. For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to 
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he 
sought for it with tears” (Heb. 12:15-17). Esau sold God’s blessing for a bowl of stew! 
O what eternal treasures we forfeit to satisfy earthly appetites – God’s treasure for 
crumbs! Esau’s tears were remorse without repentance – cries for God’s blessing without 
a heartcry for God. Here we see two kinds of sorrow: “For the sorrow that is according 
to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the 
sorrow of the world produces death” (2 Cor. 7:10). What makes you sorry – your sin 
or its consequences?	 Read Romans 2:4

❏ Wednesday - New Covenant Closeness.	 Hebrews 12:18-24
The Old Covenant was symbolized by Mt. Sinai upon which God descended in fire 
and “darkness and gloom and whirlwind, and the blast of a trumpet and the sound 
of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word 
should be spoken to them. … And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, ‘I am 
full of fear and trembling’” (Heb. 12:18-21). Under the Old Covenant, no one could 
approach God under penalty of death, except the High Priest once a year. But the New 
Testament is symbolized by Mt. Zion, “the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem 
… the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven” 
(Heb. 12:22‑24). Now, all God’s people are not only invited, but commanded, to draw 
near to God (Jam. 4:8). The difference is “Jesus, the Mediator of a new covenant”. 
So the, draw near!	 Read Hebrews 4:16, 10:22

❏ Thursday - The Firstborn of God.	 Hebrews 12:23
God’s people are called the firstborn (Heb. 12:23). The firstborn in Jewish tradition 
inherited the birthright, and so to all the saints belongs a birthright and inheritance. 
For, “the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” 
(Rom. 8:16). 	 Read 1 Peter 1:3-4 

❏ Friday - Our God is a Consuming Fire.	 Hebrews 12:29
“Our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29). “The twin graces of love and fear should 
be jointly active in the believer, and it is in preserving a balance between them that his 
spiritual health largely consists. So it is here: observe the remarkable conjunction: ‘our 
God,’ in covenant relationship; and yet ‘a consuming fire,’ to be trembled at! The first 
is to prevent despair from considering God’s ineffable purity and inflexible justice; the 
latter is to check a presumptuous irreverence.” (Pink) “Even those who stand highest in 
the love and favor of God, and have the fullest assurance thereof and of their interest 
in Him as their God, ought, notwithstanding, to fear Him as a sin-avenging God and a 
consuming fire” (Hopkins, 1680). 	 Read Psalm 103:17-18; Proverbs 14:26-27
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Outline Notes

Hebrews 13
“The Heart of the New Covenant: Real Love”

1.	Love the Brethren.		
(v. 1-3)

	 •	 Is hospitality tested by angels?
	 •	 Remember those imprisoned 	 	

for their faith.

2.	Love Your Spouse.		
(v. 4)

	 •	 Honor the institution of marriage
	 •	 Honor the ancient boundaries.

3.	Don’t Love Money.		
(v. 5-8)

	 •	 Cultivate contentment.
	 •	 God will provide, 	 	

because He never changes.

4.	Love Sound Doctrine.		
(v. 9-14)

	 •	 Don’t get carried away.
	 •	 Remember all your New Covenant 

benefits & responsibilities.

5.	Love The Lord.		
(v. 15-16)

	 •	 Offer up a sacrifice of praise.
	 •	 Fruitful lips give thanks.

6.	Love Your Leaders.		
(v. 17-19)

	 •	 They watch over your souls.
	 •	 Don’t make their job any harder.
	 •	 Pray for them.

7.	Benediction.		
(v. 20-24)

	 •	 The Lord is the God of peace.
	 •	 Jesus is the Shepherd of the sheep.
	 •	 We are equipped to do God’s will.
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Hebrews 13, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Love the Brethren.	 Hebrews 13:1
The writer of Hebrews exhorts, “Let love of the brethren continue” (Heb. 13:1), 
specifically referring to Christian brethren. Our tangible love and care for our 
Christian brothers and sisters is a large part of our testimony to the community. Jesus 
said, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another” 
(Jn. 13:35). In a healthy church, its members: [1] are “devoted to one another in brotherly 
love (Rom. 12:10); [2] “give preference to one another in honor” (Rom. 12:10); and 
[3] “fervently love one another from the heart” (1 Pet. 1:22). So then dear brethren, 
“Let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth” (1 Jn. 3:18). And 
“We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16).	 Read Psalm 133:1; 1 Thessalonica 4:9-10

❏ Tuesday - Love Your Spouse.	 Hebrews 13:4
Here are a few Scriptural guidelines for a Christ-centered marriage: “Let marriage be 
held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). “Under three things the earth quakes, and under 
four, it cannot bear up … Under an unloved woman who is married” (Prov. 30:21,23). 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up 
for her” (Eph. 5:25), “rejoice in the wife of your youth” (Prov. 5:18). “… and let the 
wife see to it that she respect her husband” (Eph. 5:33). 	 Read Ephesians 5:21-33

❏ Wednesday - Don’t Love Money.	 Hebrews 13:5
Money is not evil, but rather the love of money. So then, “Let your character be free 
from the love of money, being content with what you have” (Heb. 13:5). “But those 
who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful 
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of 
all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and 
pierced themselves with many a pang” (1 Tim. 6:9‑10). “No one can serve two masters; 
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and [money]” (Matt. 6:24).	  Read Luke 12:15-21

❏ Thursday - Love Sound Doctrine.	 Hebrews 13:9
In a world steeped in false religion, Scripture warns, “Do not be carried away by varied 
and strange teachings…” (Heb. 13:9). “We are no longer to be children … carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 
but … grow up in all aspects into Him” (Eph. 4:14-15). “Be a good servant of Christ 
Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which 
you have been following” (1 Tim. 4:6).	  Read 1 Tim. 6:3-4; 2 Tim. 4:3-4

❏ Friday - Love the Lord.	 Hebrews 13:15
True love for God overflows in praise and thanksgiving. “Let us continually offer 
up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name” 
(Heb. 13:15). “Sing praise to the Lord, you His godly ones, and give thanks to His holy 
name” (Psa. 30:4). “Make His praise glorious” (Psa. 66:2).	 Read Psalm 2:11

❏ Saturday - Love Your Leaders.	 Hebrews 13:17
“Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those 
who will give an account” (Heb. 13:17). “But we request of you, brethren, that you 
appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord 
and give you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their 
work” (1 Thess. 5:12-13).	 Read 1 Timothy 5:17
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James
Written by 

The James the Half-Brother
of Jesus Christ

~46-49 A.D.
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James, in the New Testament

1.  James, Son of Zebedee.

James was the brother of John, and son of Zebedee (Mt. 4:21). By family 
trade, James was originally a fisherman, but was later called to be one of 
Jesus’ twelve disciples (Mt. 10:2). James and John wanted to call down fire 
from heaven to consume a Samaritan town that rejected Jesus (Lk. 9:51-56), 
thus Jesus gave them the name Boanerges, “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17). 
James and John’s mother asked Jesus that her sons might sit at His right and 
left hand in His kingdom (Mt. 20:20-24). Along with Peter and John, James 
was part of an inner circle of three disciples who accompanied Jesus to special 
miracles and events: James was present at Jesus’ transfiguration (Mt. 17:1; 
Mk. 9:2), the raising of Jairus’s daughter (Mk. 5:37-43), and in the garden of 
Gethsemene (14:33). James was the first apostle martyred, being beheaded by 
Herod Agrippa in A.D. 44 (Acts 12:1-2), and therefore could not have written 
the book of James.

2.  James, the Half-Brother of Jesus. t AUTHOR

After the immaculate conception of Jesus, Mary bore at least six children by 
natural birth: James, Joseph, Simon and Judas, plus at least two unnamed sisters 
(Mt. 13:55-56; Mk. 6:3). Thus James is called the “Lord’s brother” (Gal. 1:19). 
But James and his brothers did not believe Jesus was the Messiah during Jesus’ 
lifetime (John 7:2-5). After His resurrection, Christ visited James (1 Cor. 15:7), 
an event that apparently led to James’ conversion. Later he became a leader 
of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17, 15:13f, 21:18; Gal. 2:9). His brother 
Jude wrote the epistle of Jude (Jude 1:1), and James wrote the epistle of James.

3.  James, Son of Alphaeus.

James, son of Alphaeus was also one of the twelve apostles (Mk. 3:16‑19). 
Called “James the less” (Mk. 15:40), probably because he was short in stature, 
or because he was younger, or less well-known. He was the son of Alphaeus 
(Mt. 10:3; Mk. 3:18; Lk. 6:15) and Mary (Mt. 27:56; Mk. 16:1; Lk 24:10), 
who was one of the Mary’s at the cross and the tomb. He was also the brother 
of Joses and Salome. 

4.  James, the Father of Judas (Not Iscariot).

Another James mentioned in the Bible is James, the father of the Judas, not 
Iscariot (Lk. 6:16), who was present in the upper room on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 1:13).



53

Faith That Works
Paul - We are Saved by Faith Apart from Works

•	 Rom. 3:20 – “by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for 
through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.”

•	 Rom. 3:28 – “a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.”
•	 Rom. 4:5 – “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness”

•	 Gal. 2:16 – “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law 
but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may 
be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of 
the Law shall no flesh be justified.”

•	 Gal. 2:21 – “if righteousness comes through the Law, Christ died needlessly.”
•	 Gal. 3:11 – “Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, ‘The 
righteous man shall live by faith.’”

•	 Gal. 5:4 – “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified 
by law; you have fallen from grace.”

•	 2 Tim. 1:9 – God “has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in 
Christ Jesus from all eternity”

•	 Titus 3:5 – “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteous-
ness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the 
Holy Spirit”

James - Works are the Evidence of True Faith

•	 James 2:14 – “What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no 
works? Can that faith save him?”

•	 James 2:17 – “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.”
•	 James 2:18 – “But someone may well say, ‘You have faith, and I have works; show 
me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.’”

•	 James 2:20 – “But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without 
works is useless?”

•	 James 2:24 – “You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.”
•	 James 2:26 – “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 

works is dead.”

Summary of Faith and Works

•	 Eph. 2:8-9 – “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast. ”

•	 Eph. 2:10 – “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
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Outline Notes

Introduction to James:
“Faith That Works”

1.	Author.
		  Person:	 	“James”  - But which one?

2.	Audience.
a.	 People:	 	 “the twelve tribes”

b.	 Place:		  “scattered abroad”

c.	 Probable Date:	 46-49 A.D.

d.	 Problems: 	 apathy & disunity

3.	Aim.
a.	 Primary Theme.	 “faith that works”

b.	 Purpose.	

	 •	 To give a practical and tangible 
measure of true faith.

	 •	 To examine the quality of our daily 
lives in terms of attitudes and actions.

	 •	 To show that genuine faith produces 
real changes in conduct and character.

4.	Abbreviated Outline
a.	 Purposes of Tests of your Faith.

	 •	 1:1-18	 It produces endurance.	

b.	 Proof of your Faith.

	 •	 1:19-2:26	 Faith that has works.

	 •	 3:1-12	 A Tongue that is tamed.

	 •	 3:13-5-6	 A humble life before God.

c.	 Power of your Faith.

	 •	 5:7-11	 It patiently endures.

	 •	 5:13-18	 It prevails in prayer.

	 •	 5:19-20	 It confronts sin.	



55

James Introduction, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The Testing of Your Faith.	
Christian, when you face a crisis what resources do you turn to -- the Word or the world? 
God brings trials into our lives to help us take spiritual inventory, to reveal the strength 
or weakness of our faith, not so God can find out how strong it is (He already knows), 
but so we may know. In the furnace of affliction, weaknesses in our faith bubble to the 
surface to be exposed and dealt with, “that the proof of your faith, being more precious 
than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7).  Read James 1
❏ Tuesday - Faith That Works.	
“If a tree stands in the orchard, and when the springtime comes there is no bud, and 
when the summer comes there is no leafing or fruit bearing, but the next year and the 
next it stands there without bud or blossom or leaf or fruit, you would say it is dead, 
and you would be correct. It is not that the leaves could have made it live, but that the 
absence of the leaves is a proof that it is dead. So too is it with the one who professes 
Christ. If he has life, that life must give fruits. If his faith has a root but no works, 
then depend on it, the inference that he is spiritually dead is certainly a correct one” 
(Spurgeon). “Show me your faith without works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works.”	 Read James 1:19-2:26
❏ Wednesday - Taming the Tongue.	
“Every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of 
judgment” (Mt. 12:36). Untamed words dishonor God, can divide His church, destroy 
a marriage, and ruin the Christian’s testimony. “How can Christ be in the heart, when 
the devil has taken possession of the tongue?” (Thomas Watson). Therefore, “Let no 
unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for 
edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who 
hear” (Eph. 4:29).	 Read James 3:1-12
❏ Thursday - Humble Thyself.	
“Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you” (James 4:10). 
“If you and I empty ourselves, depend on it, God will fill us. Divine grace seeks out 
and fills a vacuum. Make a vacuum by humility, and God will fill that vacuum by 
His love. … The way to heaven is downhill, not uphill” (Spurgeon). “When the corn 
is nearly ripe it bows the head and stoops lower than when it was green. When the 
people of God are near ripe for heaven, they grow more humble and self-denying” 
(John Flavel).	 Read James 3:13-5:6
❏ Friday - A Plea for Patience.	
Wait on the Lord, be patient, endure, persevere, abide, await, be steadfast are Biblical 
synonyms for the same duty. “The anvil is struck by the hammer, and the anvil never 
strikes in return. Yet the anvil wears the hammer out. Patience baffles fury and vanquishes 
malice” (Spurgeon).	 Read James 5:7-11
❏ Saturday - Persistence in Prayer.	
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (Jam. 5:16). “Faith 
does not grow disheartened because prayer is not immediately honored; it takes God 
at His Word, and lets Him take what time He chooses in fulfilling His purposes, and 
in carrying out His work.  There is bound to be much delay and long days of waiting, 
but faith accepts the conditions, knows there will be delays in answering prayer, and 
regards such delays as times of testing, in the which, it is privileged to show its mettle, 
and the stern stuff of which it is made. … Asking, seeking, knocking are ascending 
rounds in the ladder of successful praying. … We are to press the matter, not with vain 
repetitions, but with urgent repetitions” (E.M. Bounds).	 Read James 5:13-20
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Outline Notes

James 1:1-8
“The Testing of Your Faith”

1.	 The Author.	

	 •	 Apostle James martyred:	  44 AD	
James written:	  45-49 AD

	 •	 Half-brother of Jesus.	 (Mt. 13:55-56)

	 •	 Didn’t believe at first.	 (Jn. 7:2-5)

	 •	 Jesus’ “family” 	 (Lk. 8:19-21)	
perspective.

	 •	 Post resurrection 	 (1 Cor. 15:7)
appearance of Christ.	

	 •	 Leader in Jerusalem 	 (Acts 12:17	
church.		  15:13f, 21:18)

2.	 Address	

	 •	 NOT as Jesus’ half-brother.

	 •	 BUT  as “a bond-servant … 	 	
of the Lord Jesus Christ”	 (Jam. 1:1)

	 •	 To “dispersed” Jewish 	 (Jam. 1:1)	
converts to Christianity.	 	
Greek: diaspora

	 •	 Scattered by persecution.	 (Acts 8:1-4)

3.	 Attitude toward Trials.

	 •	 Response: Joy.	 (Jam. 1:2)

	 •	 Result:  Endurance 	 (Jam. 1:3-4)	
& maturity.

	 •	 Reason to pray:	 (Jam. 1:5)	
Need for wisdom.		
(a heavenly perspective)
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James 1:1-8, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Family Ties.	 James 1:1
“And [Jesus’] mother and brothers came to Him, and they were unable to get to Him because 
of the crowd. And it was reported to Him, ‘Your mother and Your brothers are standing 
outside, wishing to see You’” (Lk. 8:19-20). James, the writer of this epistle which bears 
his name, was one of those brothers (Mt 13:55; Gal. 1:19). “But [Jesus] answered and 
said to them, ‘My mother and My brothers are those who hear the word of God and do 
it’” (Lk. 8:21), for Jesus’ own half-brothers did not believe in Him yet (Jn. 7:5). Jesus 
was not disrespecting his earthly family, but teaching that affection for Christ and His 
church must outweigh earthly relationships. And so James begins his epistle, not by 
identifying himself as “James, the half-brother of Jesus,” even though his biological 
relationship to Christ might have carried with it some prestige. No, that relationship 
was secondary in his mind, and he addresses his epistle, “James, a bond-servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (James 1:1). Which family do you feel the greatest affection and 
allegiance toward, an earthly family or an eternal heavenly family? Your answer may 
reveal the family to which you actually belong. Read Lk. 14:26; 1 John 3:14; Gal.6:10
❏ Tuesday - A Time to Sow.	 James 1:1
James addressed his epistle to the twelve tribes who were “dispersed abroad” (Jam. 1:1), 
from Gk. diaspora, which literally means “to sow [seed] throughout”. Persecution in 
Jerusalem scattered the early church, like seed, throughout the Roman Empire. Scripture 
records that those first Jewish converts to Christianity “who had been scattered went 
about preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). Consider this, dear Christian, your trials and 
afflictions may be the very winds that God uses to scatter the seed of the Gospel to 
fertile hearts.	 Read Acts 8:1-13
❏ Wednesday - Consider it All Joy.	 James 1:2
The Christian can “consider it all joy” when he encounters various trials, because he 
knows a secret. He knows that God causes all things, including trials, to work together 
for good to those who love God (Rom. 8:28).	 Read Matt. 5:10-12; 1 Peter 4:12-13
❏ Thursday - The Test of Faith.	 James 1:2
When we cry out, “Lord, increase our faith!” (Lk. 17:5), the Lord graciously sends trials, 
that our faith may be tempered, like steel in the fire, to make it strong and durable. And 
so, we consider it all joy when we encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
our faith produces endurance (James 1:2).	 Read Hebrews 12:1-3
❏ Friday - Pray for Wisdom.	 James 1:5
“And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according 
to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the requests which we have asked from Him” (1 Jn. 5:14). One such prayer 
is a prayer for wisdom. The Christian may pray for wisdom, knowing that it is according 
to God’s will, for He has given us this promise: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given 
to him” (James 1:5). And so, when we pray for wisdom we should expect that God will 
grant our request.	 Read 1 Kings 3:5-14
❏ Saturday - Double-Minded Man.	 James 1:6-8
Prayer requires faith (Mt. 21:22), not faith in just anything, but faith resting firmly upon 
the Person and promises of God. But the one who prays full of doubt “is like the surf of the 
sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man expect that he will receive anything 
from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways” (James 1:6-8). 
Effective prayer is simply taking God at His Word.	  Read Hebrews 11:6; James 5:13-18
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Outline Notes

James 1:9-18
“God is Good All the Time”

1.		 The Imperishable 		
Crown of Life.		
(James 1:9-12)	

	 •	 Who has the higher position:

		  Saved poor man, OR	 (Lk. 16:19-31)	
the lost rich man?	

	 •	 Who will inherit the earth:

		  The humble, OR	 (Mt. 5:5)	
names ending in “Great”?

	 •	 Right-side up thinking, 	 	
in an upside down world.	 (Acts 17:6)

	 •	 Prize for perseverance:	 (2 Tim. 4:8)	
a crown (Gk: stephanos)

2.		 The Internal 		
Lusts of the Flesh. 		
(James 1:13-16)	

	 •	 God is neither tempter, 	 (Mt. 6:13)	
nor temptable.

	 •	 Flip Wilson’s excuse. 	 (Jam. 4:7)

	 •	 Mutated desires.	 (Gen. 3:6; 1 Jn. 2:16)

	 •	 A way of escape.	 (1 Cor. 10:13)

3.		 The Immutable 		
Goodness of God.		
(James 1:17-18)	

	 •	 Giver of good gifts.	 (Mt. 7:7-11)

	 •	 Father of lights.	 (1 John 1:5)

	 •	 Without variation.	 (Mal. 3:6)

	 •	 God’s will to save.	 (John 1:12-13)
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James 1:9-18, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Right- Side Up.	 James 1:9-11
That the meek should inherit the earth is not man’s way, but God’s (Mt.  5:5). 
So  then, “let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position; and 
let the rich man glory in his humiliation…” (James 1:9-10). The Gospel really does 
“turn the world upside down” (Acts 17:6), or maybe it turns an upside down world 
right‑side up.	 Read Matthew. 23:11-12; James 4:6,10
❏ Tuesday - Casting Crowns.	 James 1:12
In the Book of Revelation, John records a glorious vision of God’s people in heaven 
casting their crowns before the Lord (Rev. 4:4, 9‑10). But just as in Jesus’ parable of the 
ten virgins, the five virgins with oil in their lamps could not give their oil to those who 
had none (Mt. 25:9), so also, one man cannot give his crown to another. Such crowns 
(Greek: stephanos, victor’s wreath) must be individually won, for it is written, “Blessed 
is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive 
the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him” (James 1:12). 
Friend, by your perseverance under trial, will you have crowns to cast at Jesus’ feet, or 
will you be empty-headed?	 Read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15
❏ Wednesday - An Open-Book Test.	 James 1:12
“Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life…” (James 1:12). This life is a test, an open-book test. When 
God’s people encounter various trials and temptations we must hit the books, the books 
of the Bible, God’s Word. Yet it is even possible to fail an open-book test, if one is 
unfamiliar with the book. Therefore, let us study to show ourselves approved unto God, 
as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth 
(2 Tim. 2:15).	  Read Joshua 1:8
❏ Thursday - The Root of Evil.	 James 1:13-15
What is the root of evil in man? It is not God, “for God cannot be tempted by evil, and 
He Himself does not tempt anyone” (James 1:13). It is not Satan, for though he may 
tempt us (Mt. 4:3-9), he cannot force us against our will. It is not the people around 
us, even though “bad company corrupts good morals” (1 Cor. 15:33), the corruption 
is our own. And it is not a horrible childhood, a bad home life, a traumatic experience, 
a chemical imbalance, peer pressure, environmental factors, or a genetic predisposition. 
These may be contributing factors, “But each one is tempted when he is carried away 
and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 
when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death” (James 1:13-15). The first step on the 
road to victory over any type of sin begins when we refuse to make excuses or shift 
blame and accept personal responsibility.	 Read Luke 18:10-14
❏ Friday - Every Good Gift.	 James 1:17
“Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights” (James 1:17). God only gives good gifts to his children (Psa. 84:11). 
But God is not short-sighted. His gifts always have eternity in mind; that is, He is 
infinitely more concerned about our eternal welfare than our short-term comfort.  And 
so, if God should choose to bless us with a gift wrapped in a trial, we know that He is 
working it together for our good and His glory (Rom. 8:28).	 Read Matthew 7:7-11
❏ Saturday - By the Will of God.	 James 1:18
“In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth” (James 1:18). God 
was the First-Cause and the Grand Initiator in your salvation, Christian, which should 
be the source of unending thanksgiving. Yes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope” (1 Pet. 1:3).	Read John 1:12-13; Acts 13:48; Ephesians 1:4-6; 2 Thess. 2:13
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Outline Notes

James 1:19-27
“Pure & Undefiled Religion”

1.		 Accept God’s Word	 (v. 19-21)

	 •	 Be quick to hear, 	 (v. 19)	
slow to speak  		
and slow to anger.	

	 •	 Man’s anger 	 (v. 20)	
does not achieve 		
God’s righteousness.	

	 •	 Put aside all filthiness	 (v. 21)	
and all that remains 		
of wickedness.	

	 •	 In humility	 (v. 21)	
receive the Word 		
implanted.

	 •	 The Word is able	 (v. 21)	
to save your soul.

2.		 Act On God’s Word	 (v. 22-25)

	 •	 Prove yourselves	 (v. 22)	
doers of the Word.

	 •	 Hearers [only] 	 (v. 22)	
delude themselves.

	 •	 The Word is	 (v. 23-24)	
like a mirror.

	 •	 The perfect	 (v. 25)	
law of liberty.

	 •	 Not forgetful hearers, 	 (v. 25)	
but effectual doers		
are blessed.

3.		 Apply God’s Word.	 (v. 26-27)

	 •	 An unbridled tongue  	 (v. 26)	
= worthless religion.	

	 •	 Christianity 1.01.	 (v. 27)
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James 1:19-27, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Learn to Listen.	 James 1:19
“But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak” (James 1:19). “Even a fool, when 
he keeps silent, is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is counted prudent” 
(Prov. 17:28). “Better for men to think you are a fool, than to open your mouth and prove 
it” (Abraham Lincoln). “When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, but 
he who restrains his lips is wise” (Prov. 10:19). “We have two ears and one mouth, which 
ought to remind us to listen more than we speak” (Wiersbe).	  Read Proverbs 17:27

❏ Tuesday - Slow to Anger.	 James 1:19-20
Be “slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God” (James 
1:19-20). “A fool always loses his temper, but a wise man holds it back” (Prov. 29:11). “A 
man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook a transgression” 
(Prov. 19:11). “He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his 
spirit, than he who captures a city” (Prov. 16:32).  	 Read Proverbs 14:17,29; 25:28 

❏ Wednesday - Gardening Tips.	 James 1:21
Here are some gardening tips for all you Bible horticulturalists out there: [1] Make sure 
you are planting the good seed of God’s Word (Acts 17:11, 1 Thess. 2:13); any other 
seed will eventually choke out the Word (Mt. 13:22). [2] Before planting, the soil must 
be tilled. God must prepare your heart to receive His Word and the plow of tribulation is 
His tool (1 Thess. 1:6). [3] Remove any stones, thorns, thistles, or other foreign material 
unearthed by plowing, “putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, 
in humility receive the word implanted” (James 1:21). [4] Finally, after planting, never 
let the seed dry out – water regularly with prayer, as Paul exhorts, “Finally, brethren, 
pray for us that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did 
also with you” (2 Thess. 3:1). Happy gardening!	 Read Mt. 13:3-9, 18-23

❏ Thursday - Doers of the Word.	 James 1:22
“But prove yourselves doers of the Word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 
For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at 
his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has 
immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer 
but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:22-25). It 
is not hearing, but doing the Word that brings God’s blessing. “Too many Christians 
mark their Bibles, but their Bibles never mark them!” (Wiersbe).	 Read Luke 6:46-49

❏ Friday - Statute of Liberty.	 James 1:25
Sin enslaves us (Jn. 8:34; Rom. 6:16; 2 Pet. 2:19), but Christ came to set the captive free 
(Lk 4:18; Isa. 61:1). “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed” 
(Jn. 8:36). His Word is “the law of liberty” (James 1:25). 	Read Rom. 8:2; Gal. 5:1,13

❏ Saturday - Unstained.	 James 1:27
“This is pure and undefiled religion …to keep oneself unstained by the world” 
(James 1:27). John writes, “My little children, I am writing these things to you that 
you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous” (1 Jn. 2:1) and “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn. 1:9). Christians 
are those that have “washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 7:14). Yes, “sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains” 
(Hymn). 	 Read Isaiah 1:18
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Outline Notes

James 2
“Faith Works”

1.	Favoritism that 	 (v. 1-13)	

Wrongs the Poor.	
	 •	 True faith doesn’t show	 (v. 1)	

personal favoritism. 	

	 •	 Showing favoritism 	 (v. 2-7)	
toward the rich.

Example

	 •	 The “royal law”	 (v. 8)	
love your neighbor. 	

	 •	 Showing partiality	 (v. 9)	
is sin. 	

	 •	 1 out of 10 sins still	 (v. 10-11)	
makes us lawbreakers. 	

	 •	 We will be judged by	 (v. 12)	
the “law of liberty.” 

	 •	 The merciful shall	 (v. 13)	
receive mercy. 

2.	Faith that 	 (v. 14-26)	
Works in Practice.	

	 •	 Faith without  	 (v. 14-16, 20)	
works is useless.

	 •	 Faith without 	 (v. 17-18, 26)	
works is dead.

	 •	 Demonic faith.	 (v. 19)

	 •	 Abraham’s faith.	 (v. 21-24)

	 •	 Rahab’s faith.	 (v. 25)

Examples
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James 2, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Loser Friendly.	 James 2:5
“Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in 
faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?” (James 2:5). 
“For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame 
the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God 
has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, that no 
man should boast before God. But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, 
just as it is written, ‘Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” (1 Cor. 1:26-31). God 
delights in making something out of nothing, so that He may get the glory and not we 
ourselves.	 Read Jeremiah 9:23-24

❏ Tuesday - The Royal Law.	 James 2:8
“If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing well” (James 2:8). Christian, you are 
the King’s kid! It does not befit royalty to walk and live and talk in a common way. We 
are royal children who walk by a royal law!	 Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-8

❏ Wednesday - Just One Sin.	 James 2:10
“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty 
of all” (James 2:10). Were it possible to sin but once in a lifetime, that one sin would 
shut us out of heaven. Now we see the vileness of sin to God: every single transgression 
is worthy of eternal damnation.  Let us then “abhor what is evil; cling to what is good” 
(Rom. 12:9).	 Read Psalm 97:10

❏ Thursday - Faith that Shudders.	 James 2:19
“You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder” 
(James 2:19). Satan and his evil henchmen, the demons, believe in God, and the Bible, 
and the cross, and Jesus, and heaven, and hell – yes, they are more orthodox in their 
beliefs than many who sit in American churches Sunday after Sunday. But like so many 
in those churches, their faith is “useless” (James 2:20), even “dead” (James 2:17,26), 
as James calls it, because it produces no repentance, no turning back, no contrition, no 
fruit, no righteous effort. And what of you my dear friend? “Show me your faith by 
your works,” the Bible says (James 2:18).	 Read Matt. 5:16; Eph. 2:10;  1 Tim. 6:18

❏ Friday - Faith that Stands Alone.	 James 2:23
“And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness, and he was 
called the friend of God” (James 2:23). What a beautiful but lonely statement. Abraham’s 
was a saving but solitary faith, marooned in a world of unbelief. So it is, to be a friend 
of God, the Christian must learn to stand alone.	 Read James 4:4; Hebrews 11:6

❏ Saturday - The Cart & the Horse.	 James 2:24
James wrote, “You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone” 
(James 2:24). But ten years later Paul would write, “For we maintain that a man is 
justified by faith apart from works of the Law” (Rom. 3:28). And both refer to Abraham 
and site Genesis 15:6 as their proof text (cf. James 2:21-23; Rom. 4). “Aha,” the sceptic 
shrieks, “Your Bible contradicts itself!” Not at all -- these statements are two sides of the 
same coin. Man is not justified by faith plus works, but by faith that works. We are saved 
by grace through faith alone, yet faith that saves is never alone.	    Read Eph. 2:8-10
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Outline Notes

James 3:1-12
“Taming the Tongue”

1.	 Teacher’s Stricter Judgment.	 (v. 1)

	 James 3:1 – “Let not many of you become 
teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such 
we shall incur a stricter judgment.”

	 •	 Two Reasons for Stricter Judgment.

2.	 Measure of Maturity.	 (v. 2)

	 James 3:2 – “For we all stumble in many 
ways. If anyone does not stumble in what 
he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle 
the whole body as well.”

	 •	 True Measure / False Measure.

3.	 Life Controlled by the Tongue. 	(v. 3-5a)

	 James 3:5 – “So also the tongue is a small 
part of the body, and yet it boasts of great 
things.”

	 •	 Two Analogies.

4.	 The Tongue is a Fire.	  (v. 5b-6)

	 James 3:5 – “Behold, how great a forest is 
set aflame by such a small fire!”

	 •	 Multiplying Effect.

	 •	 Application.

5.	 The Tongue is a Wild Beast.	 (v. 7-8)

	 James 3:8 – “But no one can tame the 
tongue…”

	 •	 Mastering the Beast.

6.	 The Tongue is a Fountain.	 (v.9-12)

	 James 3:11 – “Does a fountain send out 
from the same opening both fresh and bitter 
water?”

	 •	 Fountain of Life or Broken Cistern?
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James 3:1-12, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - A Stricter Judgment.	 James 3:1
“Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall 
incur a stricter judgment” (James 3:1). This “stricter judgment” is ultimately the result 
of one of two errors that teachers of God’s Word may commit: [1] faulty content of the 
message (1 Tim. 1:7), or [2] right content, without right conduct which is hypocrisy. 
The first error is the result of a lack of knowledge and the remedy is to “study to show 
yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling 
accurately the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). The second is the result of a lack of personal 
application. Christian parents, Sunday school teachers, Bible study leaders, pastors take 
heed: “you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself?” (Rom. 2:21). 
Read Romans 2:17-24, (try substituting the word “Christian” for “Jew” and “God’s 
Word” for “the Law” when you read).

❏ Tuesday - Christian Maturity.	 James 3:2
“For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a 
[mature] man, able to bridle the whole body as well” (James 3:2). Here, James tells us to 
measure Christian maturity, not by the number of years one has been a Christian, but by 
the tongue. “Careless” words (Mt. 12:36), an impulsive, unguarded tongue (Prov. 12:18), 
speaking the truth without love (cf. Eph. 4:15), blurting out whatever pops into one’s 
mind (Prov. 18:2), all reveal a basic immaturity, regardless of how “advanced” we think 
we may be in other areas of the Christian life.	 Read Ephesians 4:29, 5:4

❏ Wednesday - Bridling the Tongue.	 James 3:3-5a
“Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they may obey us, we direct 
their entire body as well. Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are driven 
by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder, wherever the inclination of 
the pilot desires. So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of 
great things” (James 3:3-5a). “If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does 
not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless” 
(James 1:26).	 Read Proverbs 17:27-28, 21:23

❏ Thursday - Tongues of Fire.	 James 3:5b-6
“Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! And the tongue is a 
fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which 
defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell” 
(James 3:5-6). Fire has a multiplying effect, as do unguarded words, gossip, and critical 
attitudes. One drop of water can extinguish a match, but it takes thousands of gallons of 
water, much time, and hard labor to quench a forest fire. Dear Christian, correct every 
misspoken word immediately after you speak it, before you have a wild fire on your 
hands.	 Read Proverbs 10:19, 13:13, 18:7, 29:20

❏ Friday - Beast Master.	 James 3:7-8
“For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, 
and has been tamed by the human race. But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless 
evil and full of deadly poison” (Jam. 3:7-8). The tongue is a wild beast, but Christ is the 
Beast Master, who alone can domesticate its savage ways.	 Read Gen. 4:7; Rom. 6:14

❏ Saturday - Forked Tongue?	 James 3:9-12
“With [our tongues] we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who 
have been made in the likeness of God; from the same mouth come both blessing and 
cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.” How many of us speak 
with forked-tongue.	 Read James 3:9-12
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Outline Notes

James 3:13-18
“Wisdom from Above”

1.	 What Wisdom Shows.	 (v. 13)

		  James 3:13 – “Who among you is wise and 
understanding? Let him show by his good 
behavior his deeds in the gentleness of 
wisdom.”

	 •	 Who is the really wise guy?

	 •	 True & false religion.

2.	 Worldly Wisdom Defined.	 (v. 14-16)
		  James 3:14-16 – “But if you have bitter 

jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, 
do not be arrogant and so lie against the 
truth. This wisdom is not that which comes 
down from above, but is earthly, natural, 
demonic. For where jealousy and selfish 
ambition exist, there is disorder and every 
evil thing.”

	 •	 Pride’s three wicked stepchildren.

	 •	 Social view / Spiritual view.

3.	 Wisdom from Above. 	 (v. 17)

		  James 3:17 – “But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, 
unwavering, without hypocrisy.”

	 •	 pure

	 •	 peaceable

	 •	 gentle

	 •	 reasonable

	 •	 full of mercy & good fruits

	 •	 unwavering

	 •	 without hypocrisy

4.	 Wisdom’s Harvest.	  (v. 18)

		  James 3:18 – “And the seed whose fruit is 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace.”

	 •	 Reaping the harvest.
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James 3:13-18, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Wisdom that Works.	 James 3:13
Would you count him wise who correctly forecasted torrential flooding and even 
warned others to build their house upon the rock, but did not heed his own advice and 
was swept away? No! Jesus said, “Everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts 
upon them, may be compared to a wise man…” (Mt. 7:24). “Who among you is wise 
and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds…” (James 3:13). 
Actions speak louder than words and true wisdom, finds its expression in one’s daily 
course of life and conduct. 	 Read 1 Corinthians 9:27

❏ Tuesday - The Sin that Deceived the Deceiver.	 James 3:14-16
Ali boasted, “I am the greatest!” and Sports Illustrated agreed, crowning him “The 
greatest sportsman of the twentieth century.” Sinatra sang, “I  did it my way,” and 
audiences swooned. Pride is now socially acceptable, even stylish. But concerning 
jealousy, selfish ambition, and arrogance (pride’s wicked stepchildren), James  3 
says: [1] They “lie against the truth” (v. 14), by deceiving the world that “self,” not 
Christ, should be enthroned. [2] They are “demonic” (v. 15); they deformed “Lucifer” 
(lit. “shining one”) into the prince of darkness (Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:13-18), deceiving 
the Deceiver! [3] And they give birth to every other form of iniquity, “for where jealousy 
and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing” (v. 16). Christian, 
“God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time” 
(1 Pet. 5:5‑6).	 Read Proverbs 11:2; 16:18; 29:23; Isaiah 2:11-12

❏ Wednesday - Wisdom from Above.	 James 3:17
“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of 
mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy” (James 3:17). Here is the litmus 
test of true wisdom! Let us measure our thinking, our attitudes and ideas, every decision, 
all our hopes and plans and dreams by this list.	 Read Prov. 8 & 9

❏ Thursday - Sow What?	 James 3:18
Can one sow to the flesh and yet reap a harvest of righteousness? Here are two 
people: one enjoying God; the other, hypercritical, oversensitive, grumbling, without 
joy, distant, a loner, though perhaps a Christian much longer than the other. How 
can this be? The difference is in the sowing, “for whatever a man sows, this he will 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). There is “seed whose fruit is righteousness” (James 3:18), and 
seed whose fruit is corruption (Gal 6:8). Dear Christian, what are you sowing? “The 
wicked earns deceptive wages, but he who sows righteousness gets a true reward” 
(Prov. 11:18).	 Read Isaiah 32:17; Hosea 10:12

❏ Friday - Sow a Thought.	 James 3:18
Within the context of our passage “the seed whose fruit is righteousness” (James 3:18) 
are wise thoughts. If we sow wise thoughts (cf. v.17) we shall reap righteousness! 
Or as someone has said, “Sow a thought, reap an attitude; sow an attitude, reap a habit; 
sow a habit, reap a destiny.” So then, the result is righteous attitudes, righteous habits, 
yes, a righteous life!	 Read Philippians 4:8

❏ Saturday - Peace-Makers	 James 3:18
“And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace” (James 3:18). God has called His children, not just to be peace lovers, but 
peace makers. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” 
(Mt. 5:9).	 Read Romans 12:18, 14:19; Psalm 34:11-14 
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Outline Notes

James 4:1-10
“Worldly Pleasures”

1.	James 4:1-5:6 Outline.	
	 •	Worldly Pleasures, result in:	 (4:1-10)	

quarrels, wrong praying.

	 •	Worldly Measures, result in:	 (4:11-17)	
judgmental attitudes.

	 •	Worldly Treasures, result in:	 (5:1-6)	
contempt for righteousness.

2.	Worldly Pleasures.	 (4:1-10)

		  Result in:

	 •	Quarrels in the church.	 (v. 1)

		  James 4:1 – “What is the source of 
quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not 
the source your pleasures that wage war 
in your members?”

	 •	Wrong praying.	 (v. 2-3)

		  James 4:3 - “You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives, so 
that you may spend it on your pleasures.”

	 •	Hostility toward God.	 (v. 4-5)

		  James 4:4 - “friendship with the world is 
hostility toward God? Therefore whoever 
wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.”

		  Remedy:

	 •	Humility.	 (v. 6, 10)

	 •	 Submit to God / resist the devil.	 (v. 7)

	 •	Draw near to God.	 (v. 8)

	 •	Weep over worldliness.	 (v. 9)
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James 4:1-10, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The Mother of All Battles.	 James 4:1
“What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your 
pleasures that wage war in your members?” (James 4:1). Quarrels and conflicts are 
characteristic of the world we live in, but here James is addressing, not the world at 
large, but Christian “brethren” (cf. 4:11). Such rebukes upon the church should pain 
every Christian’s heart. Are we no different! James pinpoints the source of conflicts 
and quarrels in a church – “your pleasures,” i.e. living to please one’s self. Herein 
lies the real battle: whether to live for one’s self, to gratify one’s own passions and 
desires, or to live to please God. This is the mother of all battles, for out of it spring 
all external quarrels and conflicts in this life. Conquer the war within and there will 
be peace without, but let God’s people return to their old self-pleasing lifestyle and 
there will be war both in the heart and in the church.	 Read Galatians 5:24; 1 Peter 
2:11, 4:2

❏ Tuesday - Ineffective Prayer.	 James 4:3
“You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you 
may spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:3). Praying with selfish motives brings 
no response from God, and when enough prayers go unanswered we stop praying, 
thinking prayer does not work. Recheck your motives, Christian, and you will find 
entrance through prayer into the very throne room of God.	 Read Proverbs 16:2

❏ Wednesday - Mega Grace.	 James 4:6, 10
God is looking for empty vessels into which He can pour out His grace. Though He 
gives common grace to all (Mt. 5:45; Lk. 6:35), “He gives a greater grace” to His 
children who humble themselves (James 4:6). The word translated “greater” is the 
Greek word mega. So, here are two men: One is proud – full of himself. How much 
grace can God give him? A few drops of common grace, that is all a full vessel can 
hold. But over there is a humble, empty vessel. What will God do for him? Indeed, 
what will He not do for him! Upon such a one God bestows mega grace, “grace upon 
grace,” as John says (Jn. 1:16). Dear Christian, “humble yourselves in the presence 
of the Lord, and He will exalt you” (James 4:10).	 Read Psalm 51:17; Mt. 5:5

❏ Thursday - Resist the Devil.	 James 4:7
Christian, if you resist the devil’s solicitations to do evil, the most remarkable thing 
will happen – he will flee from you. Why? Because he knows his time is short 
(Rev. 12:12) and there are easier pickins’ elsewhere. So resist with all your might 
and you will find relief.	 Read Ephesians 6:10-17; 1 Peter 5:8-11

❏ Friday - A Time to Weep.	 James 4:9
“Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and 
your joy to gloom” (James 4:9). When it comes to repentance, better a sad saint than 
a happy sinner. O that God’s people would weep over their sins, and not just bemoan 
its consequences. There is “a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 
a time to dance” (Eccl. 3:4). “Those who sow in tears [of repentance] shall reap with 
joyful shouting” (Psa. 126:5).	 Read Psalm 30:5
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Outline Notes

James 4:11-17
“Worldly Measures”

1.	James 4:1-5:6 Outline.	
	 •	Worldly Pleasures, result in:	 (4:1-10)	

quarrels, wrong praying.

	 •	Worldly Measures, result in:	 (4:11-17)	
judgmental attitudes.

	 •	Worldly Treasures, result in:	 (5:1-6)	
contempt for righteousness.

2.	Worldly Measures.	 (4:11-17)

		  Result in:

	 •	 Judging Others.	 (v. 11-12)

		  James 4:11-12 – “Do not speak against 
one another, brethren. He who speaks 
against a brother, or judges his brother, 
speaks against the law, and judges the 
law … There is only one Lawgiver and 
Judge, the One who is able to save and to 
destroy; but who are you who judge your 
neighbor?”

	 •	Wrong Planning.	 (v. 13-15)

		  James 4:13-15 - “Come now, you who 
say, “Today or tomorrow, we shall go to 
such and such a city, and spend a year 
there and engage in business and make a 
profit … Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the 
Lord wills, we shall live and also do this 
or that.’”

	 •	Arrogance & Boasting.	 (v. 16)

		  James 4:16 - “But as it is, you boast in 
your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.”

	 •	Not Doing What is Right.	 (v. 17)

		  James 4:17 - “Therefore, to one who 
knows the right thing to do, and does not 
do it, to him it is sin.”
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James 4:11-17, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Do Not Speak Against One Another.	 James 4:11
“Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother, 
or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you 
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it” (James 4:11). 
To speak evil of God’s people or bring a reviling judgment against them, is 
to break God’s commandment (Mt. 7:1‑5; Rom. 14:10, 13; Col. 3:8). How 
unthinkable for those who have received the mercy of the Lord and escaped 
His judgement, to cast judgement on others and withhold mercy. Christian, “Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36).   Read Matthew 18:21-33

❏ Tuesday - One Lawgiver and Judge.	 James 4:12
There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to 
save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?” 
(James 4:11‑12). When we judge others, we usurp God’s authority. There 
is only One who is Lawgiver and Judge, that is God.   Read Isaiah 33:22

❏ Wednesday - My Future is in His Hands.	 James 4:13-15
“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and 
such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a 
profit.’ Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are 
just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, 
you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that’” 
(James 4:13‑15). “The mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his 
steps” (Prov. 16:9). Christian, your life is in God’s hands. Commit your ways 
unto the Lord.	 Read Proverbs 19:21

❏ Thursday - Life is Short, Carpe Diem.	 James 4:14
“You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away” 
(James 4:14). Life is short. Every day is precious. Live each day as if it were 
your last. Carpe Diem.	 Read Psalm 39:4-5; 90:12

❏ Friday - Right & Wrong Boasting.	 James 4:16
“But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil” (James 4:16). 
“Thus says the Lord, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the 
mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let 
him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the 
Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I 
delight in these things,’ declares the Lord.”	   Read Eph. 2:8-9; 1 Cor. 1:26-29

❏ Saturday - Don’t Neglect Doing What is Right.	 James 4:17
There are sins of commission, but also sins or omission. “Therefore, to 
one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin” 
(James 4:17). 	 Read  1 Corinthians 10:31
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Outline Notes

James 5:1-6
“Worldly Treasures”

1.	James 4:1-5:6 Outline.	

	 •	Worldly Pleasures, result in:	 (4:1-10)	

quarrels, wrong praying.

	 •	Worldly Measures, result in:	 (4:11-17)	
judgmental attitudes.

	 •	Worldly Treasures, result in:	 (5:1-6)	
contempt for righteousness.

2.	Worldly Treasures.	 (5:1-6)

		  Pursuing them can result in:

	 •	Misery.	 (v. 1)

		  James 5:1 – “Come now, you rich, weep 
and howl for your miseries which are 
coming upon you.”

	 •	Diminishing Returns.	 (v. 2-3)

		  James 5:2-3 - “Your riches have rotted and 
your garments have become moth-eaten 
Your gold and your silver have rusted…”

	 •	Unjust Wages.	 (v. 4)

		  James 5:4 - “Behold, the pay of the 
laborers who mowed your fields, and 
which has been withheld by you, cries out 
against you; and the outcry of those who 
did the harvesting has reached the ears of 
the Lord of Sabaoth.”

	 •	 Contempt for righteousness.	 (v. 5-6

		  James 5:6 - “You have condemned and put 
to death the righteous man”
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James 5:1-6, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The Bible Talks About Money.	 James 5:1-6
The Bible has a lot to say about money. In fact, there are more verses in the Bible 
about money than any other single topic. Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters: 
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24). Someone has 
defined mammon (i.e. money) as, “The god of the world’s leading religion.” Christian, 
do you possess your possessions, or do your possessions possess you? Money is a 
good servant, but a bad master. 	 Read 1 Timothy 6:7-10, 17-18

❏ Tuesday - Money Can’t Buy Happiness.	 James 5:1
King Solomon had it all. He was the richest man on earth from 970-931 BC. The book 
of Ecclesiastes is Solomon’s autobiography chronicling his search for satisfaction 
through wine, women, wealth, wisdom and work. This was his conclusion, “I collected 
for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings … Thus I considered all my 
activities which my hands had done and the labor which I had exerted, and behold 
all was vanity and striving after wind” (Eccl. 2:8, 11). Solomon proved that money 
can’t buy happiness, but the pursuit of it can cause great misery (Jam. 5:1), and grief 
(1 Tim. 6:10). 	 Read Ecclesiastes 5:10

❏ Wednesday - Eternal Treasures.	 James 5:2-3
James writes to those who have set their hopes on earthly wealth, “Your riches have 
rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver have 
rusted” (Jam. 5:2-3). These words remind us of those Jesus’ spoke on His Sermon on 
the Mount, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in 
or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19‑21). 
Where is your treasure, friend?	 Read Colossians 3:1-3

❏ Thursday - Malediction for Misers.	 James 5:2-3
In Charles Dickens’ 1843 novel, A Christmas Carol, the miser Ebenezer Scrooge 
is shown his future so that he might amend his ways. Here in James’ epistle a 
similar warning of the future is given to such people. James declares, “Your riches 
have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver 
have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your 
flesh like fire” (James 5:2-3). Money is not evil, but rather “the  love of money is 
a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Tim. 6:10). Jesus said, 
“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?” 
(Mark 8:36).	 Read Matt. 6:19-21; Luke 12:16-21; Col. 3:1-3

❏ Friday - A Just Wage.	 James 5:4
James writes, “Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which 
has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the 
harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth” (Jam. 5:4). Elsewhere we 
read, “Woe to him … who uses his neighbor’s services without pay and does not give 
him his wages” (Jer. 22:13). Christian, here is a tangible way that you can be a light: 
always pay the full amount for services rendered.	 Read Deuteronomy 24:14-15
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Outline Notes

James 5:7-12
“Until Christ Returns”

1.	 Be Patient.	 (5:7-8, 10-11)

		  James 5:7-8 - “Be patient, therefore, 
brethren, until the coming of the Lord …”

		  Three Examples:

	 •	 The farmer	 (v. 7-8)

	 •	 The Prophets	 (v. 10-11)

	 •	 Job	 (v. 11)

2.	 Do Not Complain.	 (5:9)

		  James 5:9 – “Do not complain, brethren, 
against one another, that you yourselves 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing right at the door.”

	 •	 Complaints are heavenward.	 (Isa. 45:9)

	 •	 Judging the Judge.	 (Job 38)

	 •	 Saw dust & lumber yards.	 (Mt. 7:1-5)

3.	 Do Not Swear Falsely.	 (5:12)

		  James 5:12 – “But above all, my 
brethren, do not swear, either by 
heaven or by earth or with any other 
oath; but let your yes be yes, and your 
no, no; so that you may not fall under 
judgment.”

	 •	 The Jew’s practice 	 (Mt. 5:33-37)	

and Jesus’ rebuke.

	 •	 Are oaths & promises bad?	 (Num. 30:2)

	 •	 An unbelievable message.	 (John 3:12)
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James 5:7-12, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Patiently Waiting.	 James 5:7-8
In the Garden, God promised a Redeemer (Gen. 3:15), yet forty centuries passed 
before His advent. “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son” 
(Gal. 4:4-5). Jesus was born, lived, died, and rose again, and He promised that He 
would return. Yet twenty more centuries have gone by and the atheist scoffs, “Where 
is the promise of His coming?” (2 Pet. 3:4). Dear Christian, do not be dissuaded by 
their jeers, for “the Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but 
is patient” (2 Pet. 3:9). “Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, 
until it gets the early and late rains. You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 5:7-8).	  Read 2 Peter 3:8-18

❏ Tuesday - Hope, Not in Vain.	 James 5:8
The hope of the Lord’s return is never hoped in vain by any generation, who die without 
seeing its fulfillment. “You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand” (James 5:8). It is a comforting hope (1 Thess. 4:16-18) a purifying 
hope (1 John 3:2,3), and a persevering hope (Rom. 8:25).	    Read 1 Peter 1:13

❏ Wednesday - Judge the Judge?	 James 5:9
“Do not complain, brethren, against one another, that you yourselves may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door” (James 5:9). If God has 
sovereignly ordered the events and people in your life (Psa. 103:19), then the one 
who complains sits in judgement upon God! Shall we judge the Judge? Moreover, 
what complaint do you bring against another that the Lord has not forgiven you ad 
nauseam? “Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until 
the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and 
disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him 
from God” (1 Cor. 4:5).	 Read Matthew 7:1-5

❏ Thursday - Blessed Endurance.	 James 5:10-11
“As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord. Behold, we count those blessed who endured” (James 5:10). 
“If we endure, we shall also reign with Him” (2 Tim. 2:12).	  Read Hebrews 10:36-39

❏ Friday - Patience Meets Mercy.	 James 5:11
“You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s 
dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful” (James 5:11). Job’s 
name is forever synonymous with patience and endurance, and the name of the Lord 
with mercy and compassion toward those who, like Job, cast all their anxiety on Him 
(1 Pet. 5:6-7).	 Read Luke 1:50

❏ Saturday - Man of His Word.	 James 5:12
The Jews made a distinction between binding and nonbinding oaths, for which 
Jesus rebuked them (Mt.  5:33-37; 23:16-22). Here, James reiterates, “But above 
all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; 
but let your yes be yes, and your no, no; so that you may not fall under judgment.” 
(James 5:12). Christian, can people trust what you say? Do you tell people that you 
will pray, or help, or commit to do something, or be somewhere at a certain time, 
and then fail to follow through? My dear friends, if the world cannot believe our 
words in daily life, how will they believe us when we tell them of God’s Word about 
eternal life? 	 Read Matthew 21:28-30
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Outline Notes

James 5:13-20
“Effectual Fervent Prayer”

1.	 In Sickness & in Health.	 (5:13-15)

		  James 5:13-15 – “Is anyone among you 
suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? He is to sing praises. Is anyone 
among you sick? Then he must call for 
the elders of the church and they are to 
pray over him…”

		  Circumstance	 Response

	 •	 Suffering	 Prayer	 (v.13)

	 •	 Cheerfulness	 Praise	 (v.13)

	 •	 Sickness	 Corporate	 (v.14-16a)	

		  Prayer

2.	 Effectual Fervent Prayer.	 (5:15-18)

		  James 5:16 – “Therefore, confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man can accomplish much.”

	 •	 Three ingredients of Effectual Prayer:

	 	 (1)	 Faith	 	 (v.15)

	 	 (2)	 Fervency	 	 (v.16)

		  (3)	 Righteousness	 (v.16)

	 •	 Example of Effectual Prayer: 

	 	 Elijah, had a nature like ours	 (v.17-18)	

3.	 The Great Cover-Up.	 (5:19-20)

		  James 5:19 – “My brethren, if any 
among you strays from the truth, and 
one turns him back, let him know that 
he who turns a sinner from the error of 
his way will save his soul from death, 
and will cover a multitude of sins.”
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James 5:13-20, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Our First Resort.	 James 5:13
“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray” (James 5:13). I love the simplicity of that 
statement, but O how often we exhaust every other avenue, before we take it to the Lord 
in prayer. May God be our first resort and not an afterthought.	  Read 2 Chronicles 20

❏ Tuesday - Dead Men Don’t Whistle.	 James 5:13
Paul asked the Galatian Christians, “What has happened to all your joy?” (Gal. 4:15, 
NIV), and here James inquires, “Is anyone cheerful?” (James  5:13). What odd 
questions to ask a Christian. Of all creatures, including angels, the Christian has the 
greatest reason to be cheerful, yes, deliriously cheerful, for he has been forgiven an 
eternal debt of sin! James continues, “Let him sing praises.” Do you have a joyful 
melody in your heart? Do you whistle while you work? Before Christ, we were 
zombies, walking dead men. A dirge, yes, a death march was our only chorus, but 
now, Christ has given us a new song to sing.	 Psalm 40:3; Isaiah 51:11

❏ Wednesday - In Sickness & Health.	 James 5:14-16
James instructs, “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the 
church…” (5:14). Notice, sickness is a matter to be brought before the church, 
and through the church’s prayers, the Lord will do one of three things: [1]  heal 
supernaturally; [2]  heal through medical means; or [3] give greater grace 
(2 Cor.  12:7‑10). So then, in sickness and in health, take everything to God in 
prayer.	 Read Psalm 41:3, 103:2-3, 147:3; Proverbs 3:7-8

❏ Thursday - Effective Prayer.	 James 5:15-16
Unhallowed prayers are like blowing bubbles in a house; they float lazily upward until 
they hit the ceiling and pop. None but the effective fervent prayer of a righteous man 
or woman, offered in faith, can transcend earthly bounds and enter within heaven’s 
veil before the throne of God (James 5:15-16). James identifies three elements of 
effective prayer: [1] Faith. Prayer without faith is dead, and so James reminds us, 
“Let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord” (James 1:6-7). 
[2] Fervency.  Scripture compares prayer to incense (Psalm 141:1-2; Rev. 5:8, 8:3-5), 
and prayer without fervency is like incense without fire. [3] Righteousness. To have 
full access to God in prayer, there must be a total abandonment of conscious sin, 
“For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil” (1 Pet. 3:12). With these three, 
faith, fervency, and righteousness, we may expect the most remarkable results in 
prayer.  	 Read Psalm 66:17-20; Proverbs 15:8, 29; 1 John 3:21-22

❏ Friday - Any Bush Will Do.	 James 5:17-18
The Christian may think, “If only I had the endurance of Job (v.11), or could pray like 
Elijah (v.17-18)!” And so James is quick to add that these were men “with a nature 
like ours” (v.17). The burning bush taught Moses that any old bush will do, if God 
is in it. Our effectiveness in the Christian life depends not on extraordinary human 
ability, but dependence on God’s extraordinary power.	 Read Proverbs 3:5-6 

❏ Saturday - The Great Cover Up.	 James 5:19-20
“My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, let 
him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from 
death, and will cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20). We Christians are to be 
actively involved in a great cover-up; that is, turning men away from their sins, so that 
their sins may be “cast … into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19) and “remembered 
no more” (Isa. 43:25; Jer. 31:34).	 Read 1 Peter 4:8
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1 & 2
Peter

Written by 
The Apostle Peter

63-64 A.D.



80

PETER

10 BC
•	Born Bethsaida.
•	Simon Barjona, Son of John.
•	Younger brother: Andrew.

John 1:44
Matt. 16:17; John 1:42
John 1:44

5 AD •	Galilean fisherman. Mk. 1:16; Lk 5:2-3; Jn. 21:3

10 AD •	Married. Mk. 1:29-31; 1 Cor. 9:5

•	Residence in Capernaum. Mk. 1:21, 29

27 AD •	Called as an apostle. Mt. 4:18-19

29 AD •	Renamed “Peter”. Mt. 16:13-18

29 AD •	At Jesus’ transfiguration. Mk. 9:2-8

30 AD

•	In the Garden of Gethsemene. Mk 14:43-50

•	Three denials at Jesus’ trial. Mk. 14:66-72

•	Christ crucified. Matt. 27:27-35

•	At Jesus’ tomb. Lk. 24:12; Jn. 20:4-6

•	Pillar in Jerusalem church. Gal. 2:9

•	Jewish Pentecost. Acts 2

31 AD •	Imprisoned by Sanhedrin, res-
cued by an angel. Acts 5:17-29

32 AD •	Samaritan “Pentecost”. Acts 8:4-25

40 AD •	Gentile “Pentecost”. Acts 10

44 AD • Imprisoned by Herod; 
	 rescued by an angel. Acts 12:1-19

51 AD •	Travel to Antioch, confronted by 
the Apostle Paul. Gal. 2:11-14

50’s AD •	Gospel of Mark, compiling 
	 Peter’s account of Christ. Eusebius, Irenaeus

63 AD •	Wrote First Peter. 1 Peter

64 AD •	Wrote Second Peter. 2 Peter

64 AD •	Crucified during Nero’s reign. Church history

Birth	 {	 Greek: Simon
Name		  Hebrew: Simeon  

Renamed	 {	 Greek: Peter	 } “Rock”by Jesus	 	 Aramaic: Cephas
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First Peter on Suffering

•	 1 Peter 2:19 – “this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience to-
ward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.”

•	 1 Peter 2:20 – “For what credit is there if, when you sin and are 
harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do 
what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor 
with God.”

•	 1 Peter 2:21 – “For you have been called for this purpose, since 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to 
follow in His steps”

•	 1 Peter 3:17 – “For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer 
for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.”

•	 1 Peter 4:1 – “Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm 
yourselves also with the same purpose”

•	 1 Peter 4:12-13 – “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though 
some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that 
you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing…”

•	 1 Pet. 4:16 – “but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel 
ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.”

•	 1 Peter 4:19 – “Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the 
will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is 
right.”

•	 1 Peter 5:8-10 – “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, 
the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren 
who are in the world. And after you have suffered for a little while, 
the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 
will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”

Other References: Gen. 50:20; Job 1:13-21, 2:10, 23:10; 
Psalm 119:67, 71, 75; Eccl. 7:14, John 15:20, 16:33; Acts 14:22; 
Rom. 5:3-4, 8:18, 8:28; 2 Cor. 1:5, 4:17, 12:7-9; 2 Tim. 3:12; 
Jam. 1:2‑4, 12; Heb. 12:11;
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Outline Notes

Introduction to First Peter:
“The Testing of Your Faith”

1.	 Author.	
	 •	 Person:	 “Peter, an apostle 	 1:1	

	   of Jesus Christ”	

2.	 Audience.	
	 •	 People:	 “those who	 1:1	

	   reside as aliens”
	 •	 Place:	 “scattered” 	 1:1	

	   (in Asia Minor)
	 •	 Problem:	“intimidation”	 3:14	

	 “slander”	 2:12;  3:18;  4:4,14

3.	 Aim.	
	 •	 Primary Theme: 
	 	 -	The testing of your faith.	 1:5-7
	 •	 Purpose:	
		  - To comfort & counsel those who 

are maligned for their faith.
		  -	To teach the reasons & proper 

reactions toward trials.

4.	 Attributes of Christ.
	 •	 Perfect:	 “a lamb”	 1:19	

	   unblemished”
	 •	 Preemi-	 “the Chief	 5:4
		  nent:	   Shepherd”

5.	 Abbreviated Outline.	
	 •	 Part 1. 	 Salvation.	 1:1-2:12
		  1:1-12	 Security.
		  1:13-2:12	 Sanctification.
	 •	 Part 2.	 Submission.	 2:13-3:12
		  2:13-17	 To earthly government.
		  2:18-25	 To your boss.
		  3:1-7	 Toward husband.
		  3:8-12	 Summary.
	 •	 Part 3.	 Suffering.	 3:13-4:19
		  3:13-4:6	 Reasons.
		  4:7-4:19	 Reactions.
	 •	 Part 4.	 Shepherd & Sheep.	 5:1-14
		  5:1-4	 Instructions for shepherds.
		  5:5-14	 Instructions for the flock.
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1 Peter Introduction Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Joy Inexpressible!	
Peter writes to those “who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God” 
(1 Pet. 1:1‑2), whom God has “caused to be born again to a living hope” (1 Pet. 1:3), and 
“who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). And what should be the Christian’s response to the wonderful 
truths of his own election and eternal security? “In this you greatly rejoice” (1 Pet. 1:6), 
yes, “you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible” (1 Pet. 1:8). Read 1 Peter 1:1-12

❏ Tuesday - On Our Best Behavior.	
Peter writes, “But like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all 
your behavior” (1 Pet. 1:15); and again, “Keep your behavior excellent among the 
Gentiles” (1 Pet. 2:12). If unbeliever’s are ever going to believe the Gospel, they must 
first see its positive effects in your life, Christian. So then, “Let your light shine before 
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven.” (Mt. 5:16).	 Read 1 Peter 1:13-2:12

You are writing the Gospel a letter each day,
By the things that you do and the words that you say.
People hear what you speak and watch what you do,
Just what is the Gospel according to you?	

❏ Wednesday - Our Sub-Mission is Submission.	
The world rejects God, because it rejects any final authority. Christians are to submit 
to those that God has placed in authority over them as part of their testimony to the 
world, because such submission ultimately points to God. You might say this is our 
Sub‑Mission under the Great Commission.	 Read 1 Peter 2:13-3:12

❏ Thursday - Suffering According to the Will of God.	
“For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right …” 
(1 Pet. 3:17). Great is the mystery of God’s will, that “through many tribulations we 
must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22 ).	 Read 1 Peter 3:13-4:6

❏ Friday - Our Response to Life’s Trials.	
Peter outlines the Christian’s response to trials: [1] “do not be surprised … as though 
some strange thing were happening to you” (1 Pet. 4:12); [2] “keep on rejoicing” 
(1 Pet. 4:13; cf. James 1:2); [3] “glorify God”; and [4] “let those also who suffer 
according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is 
right” (1 Pet. 4:19). Remember Jesus’ words, “In this world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33).	 Read 1 Peter 4:7-19

❏ Saturday - The Shepherd & the Sheep.	
Peter exhorts the elders of the church (1 Pet. 5:1) to “shepherd the flock of God” 
(1 Pet.  5:2; cf. Jn 21:15-17; Acts  20:28), “proving to be examples to the flock” 
(1 Pet. 5:3). Christ is “the Chief Shepherd” (1 Pet. 5:4; John 10:11-16) and we are His 
lambs. Outside the flock, the devil “prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
[i.e. wandering sheep] to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Therefore, let us not “forsake our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some” (Heb. 10:25), for there is safety within 
the sheepfold of Christ’s church.	 Read 1 Peter 5
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Outline Notes

1 Peter 1:1-12
“Temporary Affliction / Everlasting Joy”

1.	 Do You Live Like an Alien?	 (1:1)

	 •	 “to those who reside as aliens”

2.	 Salvation is a Trinitarian Work.	 (1:2)

	 •	 “chosen according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father”

	 •	 “by the sanctifying work of the Spirit”
	 •	 “that you may obey Jesus Christ and be 

sprinkled with His blood”

3.	 God is the First Cause.	 (1:3)

	 •	 “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 
His great mercy has caused us to be 
born again”

4.	 We Have an Inheritance.	 (1:4)

	 •	 “imperishable… will not fade away”
	 •	 “undefiled”
	 •	 “reserved in heaven for you”

5.	 Our Security Rests in God.	 (1:5-6)

	 •	 “who are protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time.”

	 •	 “in this you greatly rejoice”

6.	 The Proof of Your Faith.	 (1:6-7)

	 •	 “for a little while … distressed”
	 •	 “faith … tested by fire”

7.	 Joy Inexpressible.	 (1:8-9)

	 •	 “and though you do not see Him now, 
but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice 
with joy inexpressible and full of glory”

8.	 Joy Inexpressible.	 (1:10-12)

	 •	 announced by the prophets.
	 •	 angels long to look.
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1 Peter 1:1-12, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Alienated or Assimilated?	 1 Peter 1:1
A believing remnant of God’s Old Testament people resided as aliens among the 
nations in which they were scattered, but the rest of Israel was assimilated -- swallowed 
up by the pagan cultures in which they lived. Is the church so different today? Some 
“reside as aliens” (1 Pet. 1:1), not being “conformed to this world” (Rom. 12:2), but 
is this the exception or the rule? My dear church-goer, have you been alienated or 
assimilated by the world? 	 Read Hebrews 11:13-16

❏ Tuesday - Foreknown By God.	 1 Peter 1:2
“And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived” (Gen. 4:1, KJV). Heb. yada, 
referring to Adam’s intimate love for Eve. In like fashion, the Lord said to Jeremiah, 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you” (Jer. 1:5) – same Heb. word, yada; 
i.e. God foreknew Jeremiah; that is, He intimately loved him from all eternity. God’s 
love for His people transcends time; “He chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world” and “In love He predestined us to adoption as sons ” (Eph. 1:4-5). God’s 
people are “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (1 Pet. 1:2), 
which is just another way of saying that God has loved His people “with an everlasting 
love” (Jer. 31:3). Christian, revel in God’s eternal, electing love!	  Read Romans 8:29
❏ Wednesday - The First Cause.	 1 Peter 1:3
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). God is the First Cause of all things, though 
He usually works through intermediate means. Yes, “God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose” (Rom. 8:28).	 Read Psalm 103:19; Acts 13:48; Romans 9:15-16

❏ Thursday - A Mighty Fortress.	 1 Peter 1:5
Paul refers to the Christian’s “shield of faith” (Eph. 6:16), which is to say that we 
“are protected by the power of God through faith,” as Peter says here (1 Pet. 1:5). 
Technically speaking, faith is not our shield, God is. By faith we are protected 
by God (Psa.  3:3, 18:30), who is are our fortress (Psa. 18:2), and our bulwark 
(Psa. 91:4). “In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid. What can man do to 
me?” (Psa. 56:11).	 Read Psalm 56:9-11

❏ Friday - Tried as Gold.	 1 Peter 1:6-7
“In this [salvation] you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:6). 
Trials separate what we say or think we believe, from what we truly believe. In the 
furnace of affliction, doubts bubble to the surface like dross, but the hotter true faith 
gets the brighter it glows. What does your faith look like under fire? Is it the real deal 
or fools gold?	 Read James 1:2-4; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; Job 23:10

❏ Saturday - Unseen Realities.	 1 Peter 1:8
Peter writes, “And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you 
do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible 
and full of glory” (1  Pet. 1:8). Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen, and yet believe” (Jn. 20:29). Remember, “We walk by faith, not by sight” 
(2 Cor. 5:7).	 Read Romans 8:24-25; 2 Corinthians 4:17-18; Hebrews 11:1



86

Outline Notes

1 Peter 1:13-25
“The Family Likeness”

1.	Get Ready to Fight!	 (1:13)

		  “Therefore, gird your minds for action 
… fix your hope completely on Jesus”

	 •	Therefore…

	 •	Gird your minds for action.	

	 •	 Fix your hope completely on Jesus.	

2.	Be Holy!	 (1:14-17)

		  “As obedient children  …like the 
Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves”

	 •	The family likeness.

3.	You Are Blood-Bought!	 (1:18-19)

		  “you were not redeemed with perishable 
things … but with the precious blood of 
Christ”

	 •	The value of the blood of Christ.

4.	He Did it Again!	 (1:20-21)

		  “through Him are believers in God”

	 •	He chose us.	 (1:1)

	 •	He caused us to be born-again.	 (1:3)

	 •	He protects our salvation.	 (1:5)

	 •	He caused us to believe.	 (1:20)

5.	Sincere Love.	 (1:20-21)

		  “you have in obedience to the truth 
purified your souls for a sincere love of 
the brethren…”

	 •	One fountain of sincere love.

	 •	Our affections toward the church.

6.	The Abiding Word of God.	 (1:23-25)

		  “But the Word of the Lord abides 
forever.”
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1 Peter 1:13-25, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Gird Your Minds.	 1 Peter 1:13
To gird himself for battle, a Roman soldier would tuck his robe into his belt. Likewise, 
Christian, the Bible commands you to “gird your minds for action” (1 Pet. 1:13), for 
there are battles to be won and the battlefield is your mind! There is a battle being 
waged between your ears, and so we must take every thought captive to the obedience 
of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).	 Read Philippians 4:6-9

❏ Tuesday - Fix Your Hope.	 1 Peter 1:13
“Don’t put all your eggs in one basket,” one old adage says, and yet that is precisely 
what the Bible commands the Christian to do: “Fix your hope completely on the 
grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 1:13). Forsaking 
all other suitors, the Christian is to be wedded to Christ – no prenuptial agreement, 
no safety net, nothing but a solitary hope in the trustworthiness of Christ’s promises. 
But O what a hope!	 Read 2 Timothy 2:13; Hebrews 6:17-19
❏ Wednesday - Family Likeness.	 1 Peter 1:14-17
You can look at some children and see a striking family resemblance. In God’s 
family, holiness is the family likeness. Peter writes, “As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy 
One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, 
‘You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:14-16). Christian, is there a striking family 
resemblance in you, or is it hard to tell whose kid you are?	 Read Hebrews 12:5-11

❏ Thursday - His Precious Blood.	 1 Peter 1:18-19
Christian, “You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from 
your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of 
a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18-19). Though the 
world holds Christ’s blood in contempt, a day is coming in which men would gladly 
trade all the gold in the universe for a single drop. It is a miracle detergent that can 
wash the filthiest garment as white as snow (Rev. 7:14; Isa. 1:18), and it is a magic 
elixir that can cure the sin-sick soul (1 Jn. 1:7).	 Read Eph. 1:7-8; Hebrews 9:11-22

❏ Friday - Sincere love.	 1 Peter 1:22
“Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the 
brethren, fervently love one another from the heart” (1 Pet. 1:22). Note, the sincerity 
of one’s love depends on the purity of the heart from which it flows. A pure heart 
pours forth sincere love, but unconfessed sin poisons relationships. Do you wish to 
love God and people more? Then you must hate your sins more!	 Read 1 Tim. 1:5

❏ Saturday - The Abiding Word.	 1 Peter 1:23-24
The Bible is an anvil that has worn out many hammers. So it is that through the 
ages infidels have hammered away at the Bible, but their hammers have worn out 
and the anvil still endures. Voltaire, the noted French infidel who died in 1778, 
said that within one hundred years of his death Christianity would be swept out 
of existence and pass into history. Yet Voltaire has passed into history, while the 
circulation of the Bible continues to increase in all parts of the world. Only fifty 
years after Voltaire’s death the Geneva Bible Society used his press and house to 
produce stacks of Bibles. Herein lies your confidence, Christian: “You have been 
born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living 
and abiding Word of God” (1 Pet. 1:23). Yes, “the Word of the Lord abides forever” 
(1 Pet. 1:25).	  Read Psalm 119:160; Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 24:35
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Outline Notes

1 Peter 2:1-8
“Living Stones”

1.	Put Aside All Wickedness.	 (2:1)

	 1 Peter 2:1 - “Therefore, putting aside all 
malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy 
and all slander”

	 •	 “all” - no pet sins excepted.

	 •	 poor mortar for “living stones”.

2.	Long for the Word.	 (2:2)

	 1 Peter 2:2 -“like newborn babes, long for 
the pure milk of the word, that by it you may 
grow in respect to salvation”

	 •	 Do you thirst for His Word?

	 •	 Our growth depends on it.

3.	The Kindness of the Lord.	 (2:3)

	 1 Peter 2:3 - “if you have tasted the 
kindness of the Lord.”

	 •	 IF ?????

	 •	 Then …

4.	The Chief Cornerstone.	 (2:4,6-8)

	 1 Peter 2:6 - “Behold I lay in Zion a choice 
stone, a precious cornerstone, and he who 
believes in Him shall not be disappointed.”

	 •	 Precious to God, rejected by men.

	 •	 Is He the Chief Cornerstone in my life?

5.	Living Stones.	 (2:5)

	 1 Peter 2:5 - “you also, as living stones, are 
being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

	 •	 Living stones.

	 •	 God’s blueprint for the church.
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1 Peter 2:1-8, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Put Them All Aside.	 1 Peter 2:1
“Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all 
slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the Word, that by it you may 
grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:1-2). The repeated “all” leaves no room for 
exceptions in God’s call to holiness. No pet sins may be spared; all must be put to 
the knife, metaphorically speaking (Mt. 5:29-30). We are “living stones” in God’s 
house (1 Pet. 2:5), but malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy and slander erode the mortar 
that holds God’s people together. 	 Read James 1:21; Ephesians 4:22-24

❏ Tuesday - The Pacifier.	 1 Peter 2:2
God desires His children to grow up and not always be like a helpless little baby 
(Eph. 4:14‑15). But in another way the Lord does want His people, no matter how 
seasoned and mature, to be like a newborn infant. Peter writes, “Like  newborn 
babes, long for the pure milk of the Word, that by it you may grow in respect 
to salvation” (1  Pet.  2:2). Child of God, do you thirst for the Word of God? 
(cf. Psalm 42:1-2). Newborn babies crave milk. They cry for it and nothing else 
will pacify them. When you feel agitated and unsettled, Christian, and when 
anxious thoughts keep you awake at night, sip on the pure milk of God’s Word 
(Psa. 119:148). It will pacify your troubled heart. Read Psalm 1:1-2, 119:103, 131
❏ Wednesday - The Kindness of God.	 1 Peter 2:3
Christian, the Bible commands you to put aside all that remains of wickedness, 
“If you have tasted the kindness of the Lord” (1 Pet. 2:1-3). In kindness, the Lord has 
chosen us (Eph. 1:4), adopted us (Eph. 1:5), redeemed us (1 Pet. 1:18‑19), justified us 
(Eph. 5:1, 9), and sanctified us (Heb. 10:14). And in kindness, He has loved us with 
an everlasting love (Jer. 31:3), blessed us with every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3), 
and prepared an inheritance for us beyond all comprehension (1 Cor. 2:9,). O, we 
have done much more than “taste.” We have dined at the King’s table and filled our 
bellies with His choicest desserts! Yes, “The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never 
cease” (Lam. 3:22). Therefore, since we have fully enjoyed the kindness of the Lord, 
let us live for His glory (Rom. 2:4). 	 Read Psalm 103:2; Ephesians 2:4-7

❏ Thursday - Living Stones.	 1 Peter 2:5
Peter writes to the church, “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual 
house” (1 Pet. 2:4). Spurgeon adds, “I know there are some who say, ‘Well, I have 
given myself to the Lord, but I do not intend to give myself to any church.’ Now, why 
not? ‘Because I can be a Christian without it.’ Are you quite clear about that? You 
can be as good a Christian by disobedience to your Lord’s commands as by being 
obedient? There is a brick. What is it made for? To help build a house. It is of no use 
for that brick to tell you that it is just as good a brick while it is kicking about on the 
ground as it would be in the house.” Christian, you are an important building block 
of the church. Your attachment to the local church is vital to its structural integrity. 
Never think otherwise!	 Read 1 Corinthians 3:9-16; Hebrews 10:23-25

❏ Friday - Christ Our Chief Cornerstone.	 1 Peter 2:6-7
In ancient building and construction, the chief cornerstone was positioned first and 
then the rest of the building was aligned on it. That Christ is called the church’s 
Chief Cornerstone means that the church as a whole, as well as each of its individual 
members, must be aligned on Him. All of our doctrine and theology, thoughts and 
attitudes, goals and decisions must be aligned on Christ. 	 Read Ephesians 2:19-22
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Outline Notes

1 Peter 2:9-10
“The People of God”

1.	A Chosen Race.

	 •	 The Free Will of God.

	 •	 “race,” Greek genos, family

2.	A Royal Priesthood.

	 •	 OT Levitical Priesthood.

	 •	NT Priesthood of believers.

3.	A Holy Nation.

	 •	 OT Israel.

	 •	NT Israel.

	 •	 Favored Nation status?

4.	God’s Possession.

	 •	 Certificate of Debt.

	 •	 Certificate of Title.

5.	Proclaimers.

	 •	 The Great Commission.

	 •	 S.W.A.T. mission.

6.	The People of God.

	 •	 One People, Body, Bride.
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1 Peter 2:9-10, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - A Chosen Race.	 1 Peter 2:9
Christians are “a chosen race” (1  Pet.  2:9, Gk. genos, lit. family or offspring), 
chosen “before the foundation of the world” (Eph.  1:4), “according to [God’s] 
own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity” 
(2 Tim. 1:9). Those who cling so strongly to man’s free will, do not allow God 
the same freedom. Does not Christ have the right to choose His own bride? The 
Church is Christ’s bride (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph 5:25), beloved of God, betrothed from 
all eternity. Read John 6:44; Acts 13:48; Rom. 9:16-17; Eph. 1:4-5; 2 Thess 2:13
❏ Tuesday - A Royal Priesthood.	 1 Peter 2:9
Under the Old Covenant, the Lord commanded, “Sanctify to Me every first-born, 
the first offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; 
it belongs to Me” (Ex. 13:2; Num. 3:13). And so, the first-born of Israel’s flocks 
were given to God, over and above their normal tithes and offerings. However, 
instead of taking the first-born children of Israel, God took for Himself the tribe of 
Levi (Num. 3:12). They were set apart unto God (Num. 8:14). Moreover, they had 
no possession in the land, for their inheritance was the Lord Himself (Deut. 10:9). 
But now, as we come to the New Covenant, God has made all His people a “royal 
priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:9, cf. v.5); hence, we are called the “church of the first-born” 
(Heb. 12:23), “a people for God’s own possession” (1 Pet. 2:9); having no inheritance 
in the land, but living like aliens (1 Pet. 1:1), for God is our inheritance (Eph. 1:14). 
Yes, God has made us “a holy priesthood” [1] “to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5); even “a royal priesthood” [2] “that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).	 Read Isaiah 61:6; Revelation 1:6
❏ Wednesday - A Holy Nation.	 1 Peter 2:9
Israel was called to be a “holy nation” (Ex. 19:6, cf. Deut. 7:6), yet when Israel 
forsook Him, Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it” (Mt. 21:43). What 
nation is that? Peter writes to the church, you are that “holy nation” (1 Pet. 2:9). The 
church is the Israel of God (Rom. 2:28-29, 4:13-14, 9:6-8, 10:12-13; Gal 3:7, 29, Gal. 
6:15-16; 1 Pet. 2:9-10), made up of believing Jews and Gentiles, “from every nation 
and all tribes and peoples and tongues” (Rev. 7:9).	Read Hosea 1:10; Rom. 9:25-26
❏ Thursday - A People For God’s Own Possession.	 1 Peter 2:9
Peter writes to the church, “you are … a people for God’s own possession” (1 Pet. 2:9), 
and Paul adds, “…you are not your own. For you have been bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).	 Read Romans 14:7-8
❏ Friday - To Proclaim His Excellencies.	 1 Peter 2:9
The Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20) is our divine mandate to plunder Satan’s house: 
[1] his “front door” shall not prevail against us (Mt. 16:18), and the strong man of 
the house has been bound (Mt. 12:29). And so, we are to storm his house and there 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who once called us out of that dark dungeon into 
His marvelous light (1 Pet. 2:9). 	 Read Acts 1:8, 4:31; 2 Timothy 1:7
❏ Saturday - Worm People.	 1 Peter 2:10
So Christian, you feel like a worm, eh? (cf. Isa. 41:14). Well, cheer up, you’re worse 
than you think! But here’s the kicker, O wormy-one: you are one of “the people 
of God” (1 Pet.  2:10), and there is no one more precious to God than you. God 
loves you despite your worminess. So get your head out of the dirt and praise the 
Lord!	 Read Romans 5:8
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Outline Notes

1 Peter 2:11-3:12
“Submit for Heaven’s Sake”

1.	 Submission to the Gov’t.	 (2:13-17)

	 1 Peter 2:13,17 – “Submit yourselves 
for the Lord’s sake to every human 
institution, whether to a king as the one 
in authority, or to governors … fear God, 
honor the king.”

	 •	Do if for the Lord’s sake.

	 •	 For such is the will of God.

2.	 Submission to Your Boss.	 (2:18-20)

	 1 Peter 2:18-19 – “Servants, be 
submissive … to those who are 
unreasonable”

	 •	Why does God care?

	 •	Unreasonable ≠ unreachable

3.	 Submission of Christ.	 (2:21-25)

	 1 Peter 2:21,23 – “Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example for you 
to follow in His steps ”

	 •	 Follow “in His steps”.

	 •	He did not revile in return.

	 •	He entrusted Himself to God.

4.	 Submission in Marriage.	 (3:1-7)

	 1 Peter 3:1,7 – “wives, be submissive 
to your own husbands … You husbands 
likewise, live with your wives in an 
understanding way”

	 •	What is real beauty?

	 •	Affect on heavenly our relationship.

5.	 Summary.	 (3:8-12)

	 •	 The ABC’s of relationships.

	 •	OT vs. NT response.

	 •	Affect on out heavenly relationship.
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1 Peter 2:11-3:12, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Model Citizens.	 1 Peter 2:13-17
Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus, more commonly known as Nero, whose name has 
gone down in infamy as one the most wicked rulers of all time, often lit his chariot 
races by covering Christians with pitch and burning them on crosses. Others were fed 
to lions or other wild animals in the arena. Those who were Roman citizens were put 
to the sword. The latter was Paul’s demise, who was beheaded under Nero’s reign in 
A.D. 68.  Half of the original twelve disciples, including Peter, were martyred under 
Nero’s cruel dictatorship. Yet, even in the face of such brutality, Peter commands the 
church, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether 
to a king as the one in authority, or to governors … fear God, honor the king” 
(1 Pet. 2:13‑14,17). So we see that Christians are to submit to earthly authorities in 
all things lawful, “for the Lord’s sake,” and even honor those who have dishonored 
themselves.	 Read Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1
❏ Tuesday - Slaves Set Free.	 1 Peter 2:16
The apostle Paul exhorts, “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law 
but under grace? May it never be!” (Rom. 6:15). And Peter adds, “Act as free men, 
and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God” 
(1 Pet. 2:16). To be the Lord’s bondslave is ultimate freedom -- not freedom to sin, 
for that is to go back under a yoke of slavery (John 8:34), but freedom to do all 
God’s holy will. “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed” 
(John 8:36).	 Read Galatians 5:1,13
❏ Wednesday - Love the Brotherhood.	 1 Peter 2:17
Here is a large part of the church’s testimony to the world: “By this all men will know 
that you are My disciples, if you love one another” (Jn. 13:35). This is a recurring 
theme in the New Testament. Peter writes, “love the brotherhood” (1 Pet.  2:17). 
Paul exhorts, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one 
another in honor” (Rom. 12:10), and again, “let us do good to all men, and especially 
to those who are of the household of the faith” (Gal. 6:10). And the writer of Hebrews 
urges, “Let love of the brethren continue” (Heb. 13:1). 	 Read 1 Peter 1:22
❏ Thursday - Not Unreachable.	 1 Peter 2:18-19
“Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are 
good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. For this finds favor, if for 
the sake of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering 
unjustly” (1 Pet.  2:18-19). Why should God care if I submit to an unreasonable 
employer? To save him! If an unreasonable man cannot be brought by reason into the 
kingdom of God, then you must reach him another way -- through your submissive 
and respectful behavior. Your boss may be unreasonable, but that does not mean he 
is unreachable.	 Read Matthew 5:38-47
❏ Friday - In His Steps.	 1 Peter 2:21
“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example for you to follow in His steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). The Christian follows 
one single set of footprints that leads up the hill to Calvary. “Then Jesus said to His 
disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me.’”	 Read Matthew 16:24-25
❏ Saturday - Inner-Beauty.	 1 Peter 3:5
“And let not your adornment be merely external … but let it be the hidden person of 
the heart” (1 Pet. 3:3-4). External beauty fades, “but though our outer man is decaying, 
yet our inner man is being renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16). Read 1 Samuel 16:7
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Outline Notes

1 Peter 3:13-4:2
“The Sufferings of the Righteous”

1.	Suffering for Righteousness.	
(3:13-17)

	 1 Peter 3:14 – “But even if you should 
suffer for the sake of righteousness, you 
are blessed.”

	 •	 It is a Blessing (3:14) / It is Better (3:17)

	 •	 Honor (3:14) / DON’T fear man (3:14)

	 •	 Set Christ apart –> First place.

	 •	Our Defense –> Open the cage.

	 •	Keep a good conscience.

2.	Christ’s Suffering.	                             
(3:18-4:1)

	 1 Peter 4:1 – “Therefore, since Christ 
has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves 
also with the same purpose…”

	 •	 The Righteous for the Unrighteous.

	 •	 The Purpose for His / our Suffering: 	
	 – To bring us to God.

	 •	Our baptism into Christ’s death:	 	
	 – washes the guilty conscience.

	 •	 Sin’s antithesis:	 	
	 – suffering for righteousness.	
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1 Peter 3:13-4:2, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday -Righteous Suffering.	 1 Peter 3:14
Here is a different look at suffering, a Biblical look. Suffering for doing what is right 
is: [1] actually a blessing (1 Pet. 3:14; James 5:11; Matt. 5:11); [2] it is granted to those 
“considered worthy to suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:41); and [3] it produces 
“an eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17).	 Read Romans 8:18
❏ Tuesday - Good and Bad Fear.	 1 Peter 3:14
The Christian is commanded to “honor all men,” (1 Pet 2:17), but fear none 
(1 Pet. 3:14). We must “honor the king”, but “fear [only] God” (1 Pet. 2:17). History 
and experience teach us that those who fear man may commit the most despicable acts. 
But the fear of the Lord is: [1] “clean, enduring forever” (Psa. 19:9); [2] “the beginning 
of wisdom” (Psa. 111:10; Prov. 9:10) and “the beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7); 
[3]  “to hate evil” (Prov. 8:13); [4] “strong confidence” (Prov.  14:26); and it 
[5] “prolongs life” (Prov. 10:27; cf. 14:27; 19:23). Dear friend, “do not fear [the 
world’s] intimidation, and do not be troubled” (1 Pet. 3:14), “but live in the fear of 
the Lord always” (Prov. 23:17). The fear of the Lord should eclipse every earthly 
fear in the Christian’s heart. It is a wholesome dread of doing anything that would 
“insult the Spirit of grace” (Heb. 10:29).	 Read Isaiah 8:13
❏ Wednesday - Sanctify Christ as Lord.	 1 Peter 3:15
Christians, “sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts…” (1 Pet. 3:15). “Many are the 
plans in a man’s heart” (Prov. 19:21), but Christ is to be sanctified; that is, set apart, 
distinguished, and preferred above them all. Is Christ on the throne of your heart? 
Here is one way to find out: Listen to what comes out of your mouth. “For the mouth 
speaks out of that which fills the heart” (Mt. 12:34).	 Read Colossians 1:18
❏ Thursday - Let the Cat Out.	 1 Peter 3:15
“But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense 
to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence” (1 Pet. 3:15). The Gospel is a lion. How do you defend a 
lion? You simply let it out of its cage and it can defend itself. Christian, open your 
mouth and let the lion out of the cage!	 Read Colossians 4:5-6
❏ Friday - A Good Conscience.	 1 Peter 3:16
The Holy Spirit is like a nagging drip to the one whose conscience is weighed down 
with unconfessed sin. But repentance clears the conscience and opens the flood gates, 
that the Spirit may pour forth, not in drops, but a mighty river (Jn. 7:38-39). “Keep 
a good conscience!” (1 Pet. 3:16) is the apostle’s counsel to us, and it carries with it 
many benefits. Riding the crest of that mighty wave are fruit and gifts of the Spirit, as 
well as boldness, both in our prayer and personal testimony. “Beloved, if our heart does 
not condemn us, we have confidence before God” (1 Jn. 3:21).	Read 1 Timothy 1:5
❏ Saturday - Slaves of Righteousness.	 1 Peter 4:2
Peter exhorts, “… live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of 
men, but for the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:2 ). Here then are two masters, the lusts 
of the flesh and the will of God, and no man can serve both. “Do you not know 
that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience 
resulting in righteousness? But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of 
sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were 
committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness” 
(Rom. 6:16‑18).   	 Read John 8:34; 2 Peter 2:19
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Outline Notes

1 Peter 4:3-11
“Godly Living in an Ungodly World”

1.	Escaping Your Old Life.	 (4:3-6)

	 1 Peter 4:4 – “they are surprised that you 
do not run with them into the same excess 
of dissipation, and they malign you”

	 •	 Your life B.C.	 (4:3)

	 •	 Live a surprising life.	 (4:4)

	 •	 Dissipation is a wasted life.	 (4:4)

2.	Embracing Your New Life.	 (4:7-11)

	 1 Peter 4:10 – “As each one has received 
a special gift, employ it in serving 
one another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.”

	 •	 Be of sound mind & sober spirit,  	 	
	 for the purpose of prayer.	 (4:7)

	 •	 Fervently love one another 		
	 (it covers a multitude of sins).	 (4:8)

	 •	 Be hospitable to one	 	
	 another without complaint.	 (4:9)

	 •	 Employ your gift(s) to 	 	
	 serve one another.	 (4:10)

	 •	 Be good stewards of the 	 	
	 manifold grace of God.	 (4:10)

	 •	 Serve by the strength 	 	
	 which God supplies.	 (4:11)
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1 Peter 4:3-11, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - House Afire!	 1 Peter 4:3-4
“For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of 
the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, 
drinking parties and abominable idolatries. And in all this, they are surprised that 
you do not run with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they malign 
you” (1 Pet. 4:3‑4). Non-Christians are “surprised” that you will not party in their 
burning house and even “malign” those who escape. But when you are maligned, 
Christian, do not return insult for insult (1 Pet. 3:9), for God has not called us to 
mock their self-destruction, but to plead with them and, if possible, pull some from 
the blaze!	 Read 1 Corinthians 10:13-14
❏ Tuesday - Cure for Lost Vitality.	 1 Peter 4:4
Peter writes, “[non-Christians] are surprised that you do not run with them into 
the same excess of dissipation…” (1 Pet. 4:4). The word rendered “dissipation” is 
the Greek  asotia, from sotia, “to save,” negated by the “a” (alpha privative), thus 
meaning “non-saving.” The same word is applied to the prodigal son in Luke 15:13. 
Dissipation, asotia, is a wasteful, prodigal life: wasting time, treasures, and talents, 
energy and vitality (Psa. 32:3-4). Sin is a parasite that sucks the life out of its host. 
My dear Christian friend, do not live a life of dissipation, but be filled with the Holy 
Spirit! (Eph. 5:18). Sin empties, the Spirit fills.	   Read Romans 13:13-14
❏ Wednesday - Fervent Love.	 1 Peter 4:8
“Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another” (1 Pet. 4:8 ). Love (agape) is 
not a feeling, it is a commitment to your brothers and sisters in Christ and it is best 
served piping hot!	 Read 1 Cor. 13:1-8
❏ Thursday - Good Stewards.	 1 Peter 4:10
The Holy Spirit sovereignly bestows spiritual gifts, natural abilities, and talents 
“distributing to each one individually just as He wills” (1 Cor. 12:11). Moreover, 
Scripture exhorts us, “As [or since] each one has received a special gift, employ it in 
serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). 
“Employ” (Greek present active participle), lit. “keep on employing it,” means put it 
to work, give it a job, keep using it! In Jesus’ parable of the wise and unwise stewards, 
the master commended the two wise stewards for investing their master’s property, 
but condemned the unwise steward who buried what his master had entrusted to him 
(Mt. 25:14-30). Likewise, the Lord expects us, not to “bury” our time, treasures, and 
talents, but to invest them in the lives of others.	 Read Matthew 25:14-30
❏ Friday - Manifold Grace.	 1 Peter 4:10
Someone may say, “When God was passing out gifts, talents, and abilities, He 
skipped me!” Not true, our text says “each one” has received God’s “manifold grace” 
(1 Pet. 4:10). Manifold means many kinds, i.e. there are many ways you can serve. 
Do you have at least one arm, leg, eye, ear, foot, or hand? Then you are loaded with 
abilities! The critical issue, then, is not ability, but availability. Ask your pastor or 
elders how you can serve in your church and thereby become “good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.”	 Read Galatians 5:13; 1 Corinthians 14:12
❏ Saturday - In God’s Strength.	 1 Peter 4:11
Burnout occurs when we serve: [1] in our own strength; or [2] for personal 
gain or recognition. So then, “whoever serves, let him do so as by the 
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified” 
(1 Pet. 4:11).	 Read John 15:5;  Philippians 4:13
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Outline Notes

1 Peter 4:12-19
“Part of God’s Will that Some Think Strange”

1.	No You’re Not Strange.	 (4:12-16)

	 1 Peter 4:12 – “Beloved, do not be 
surprised at the fiery ordeal among 
you, which comes upon you for your 
testing, as though some strange thing 
were happening to you;”

	 •	Don’t be surprised	 (4:12)

	 •	 Fiery ordeal	 (4:12)

	 •	 For your testing	 (4:12)

	 •	 You’re not strange	 (4:12)

	 	•	 Proportional response	 (4:13)

	 •	 Reviled but blessed	 (4:14)

2.	You Have a Home.	 (4:17-19)

	 1 Peter 4:17 – “For it is time for 
judgment to begin with the household of 
God; and if it begins with us first, what 
will be the outcome for those who do 
not obey the gospel of God?”

	 •	 Judgment starts at home	 (4:17)

	 • The household of God	 (4:17)

	 •	 Suffer according to God’s will”	 (4:19)
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1 Peter 4:12-19, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - No Surprises.	 1 Peter 4:12
“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). 
Therefore, “beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes 
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you” 
(1 Pet. 4:12), “… knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished 
by your brethren who are in the world” (1 Pet. 5:9).	 Read 1 Corinthians 10:13
❏ Tuesday - This Little Light.	 1 Peter 4:12
When writing from Rome (which he codenames “Babylon,” 1 Pet. 5:13), Peter exhorts 
believers, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you” (1 Pet. 4:12). 
The “fiery ordeal” mentioned proved prophetic, for within a year Nero would illiminate 
his nighttime chariot games by burning Christians on crosses. And yet, “God causes 
all things to work together for good to those who love God” (Rom. 8:28), and trials 
accomplish many purposes: [1] they temper our faith, like steel forged in the fire, 
making it strong and durable; [2] they bring us into a closer “fellowship of sufferings” 
with Christ (Phil. 3:10); indeed, Daniel’s three Hebrew friends never experienced such 
close contact with Christ than in Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace (Dan. 3:24-25); [3] they 
ignite our testimony; Christian, “you are the light of the world” (Mt. 5:14-16) and if 
this little light of mine is going to shine, it needs the flames of affliction to light the 
wick; [4] they purify our heart, like gold in the refiner’s fire (Job 23:10; Psa. 66:10); 
and [5] they authenticate our faith and prove to the world the genuine character of 
God’s work in us (1 Pet. 1:6-7).	 Read
❏ Wednesday - Worship Practice.	 1 Peter 4:13
Even a seasoned worship leader practices during the week before the Lord’s Day. 
This should be our habit too. We need regular worship practice, before the great Day 
of the Lord which is coming upon the whole earth. We should practice even while 
we are suffering, as Peter says, “but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 
Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice 
with exultation” (1 Pet. 4:13).	 Read Psalm 66:1-5
❏ Thursday - Our Comfort.	 1 Peter 4:14
“If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon you” (1 Pet. 4:14). Jehovah is “the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our affliction” (2 Cor. 1:3-4). This comfort He provides through 
His Spirit, the Comforter (Jn 14:16,26, 15:26, KJV), who continually “rests upon 
you” (Greek present tense).	 Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5
❏ Friday - Judgment’s Starting Point.	 1 Peter 4:17
“For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with 
us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” 
(1 Pet. 4:17). History is our witness: God judged Israel, before He judged Assyria, 
Babylon, or Persia. Yes, “The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!” (Deut. 6:4); one 
God, with one standard of righteousness! There are no double standards with God, i.e. 
one for His children and one for the world. God chastens His own children first, by 
the same standard that He judges the world; indeed, this is one mark of our adoption 
(Heb. 12:6-11). 	 Read 1 Pet . 1:14-17
❏ Saturday - God’s Will in Suffering.	 1 Peter 4:19
Job’s three “comforters” were the health and wealth teachers of his day and their 
counsel was as hurtful then as it is today. “Therefore, let those also who suffer 
according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is 
right” (1 Pet. 4:19). 	 Read Job 1:21, 2:10, 13:15
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1 Peter 5
“Little Lambs And A Lyin’ Lion”

1.	Notes to Under-Shepherds.	 (5:1-4)

	 1 Peter 5:2-3 - “shepherd the flock … 
proving to be examples to the flock.”

	 A.	 How to Shepherd the Flock:
	    •	 Right Attitude.	 (5:2)

	    •	 Right Motive.	 (5:2)

	    •	 Right Method.	 (5:3)

	 B.	 The Chief Shepherd’s reward:
	    •	 The unfading crown of glory.	 (5:4)

2.	Instructions for the Flock.	 (5:5-7)

	 1 Peter 5:5 - “all of you, clothe your-
selves with humility toward one another, 
for God is opposed to the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble”

	 A.	 Sheep clothes, “humility”:	 (5:5)

	     •	 Humble yourselves.	 (5:6)

	    •	 The “proper time” 	 (5:6)	
		  for exaltation.	

	 B.	 Cure for nervous sheep:	 (5:7)

	    •	 Take up the Cross.	 (Mt. 16:24)

	    •	 His burden is light.	 (Mt. 11:30)

	    •	 Cast-off your cares.	 (Psa. 55:22)

	    •	 Our burden-bearer.	 (Psa. 68:19)	
	 He is strong / He cares.

3.	Lyin’ Lion on the Loose!	 (5:8-11)

	 1 Peter 5:8 - “Your adversary, the devil, 
prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.”

	 A.	 Avoid being Cat-chow:
	    •	 Be on the alert.	 (5:8)

	    •	 Resist - by faith!	 (5:9)

	    •	 God to the rescue.	 (5:10)
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1 Peter 5, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Everyday Clothes.	 1 Peter 5:5
Peter exhorts, “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another” 
(1 Pet. 5:5). Humility should not be like a starched suit that you put on only on special 
occasions. No, it is something we should get comfortable wearing, like everyday 
clothes.	 Read Philippians 2:3-8
❏ Tuesday - Timing is Everything.	 1 Peter 5:6
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you at the proper time” (1 Pet. 5:6). “There is an appointed time for everything. 
And there is a time for every event under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1). God always exalts 
the humble at the proper time; conversely, it is always an improper time to exalt 
ourselves. “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall 
(Prov. 16:18).	 Read Luke 14:7-11
❏ Wednesday - Cast Your Cares on Him.	 1 Peter 5:7
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me’” (Mt. 16:24). “But the cross is too heavy 
to bear!” says one. How can this be? Jesus said, “My yoke is easy, and My burden 
is light” (Mt. 11:30). Here is the problem: You are carrying the cross under one arm 
and a world of worries and cares under the other. No wonder you are overwhelmed! 
“Cast all your anxiety on Him” (1 Pet. 5:7). Christian, you need both hands free to 
“take up the cross;” it is a two-handed job!	 Read Psalm 55:22; Matthew 6:25-34
❏ Thursday - Cat Chow?	 1 Peter 5:8-9
“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in your faith” (1 Pet. 5:8-9). The 
lions in Peter’s day were confined to Nero’s arenas, where some Christians met their 
end (or should we say “beginning” – Phil. 1:21). But there was a greater threat, for 
there is a lion on the loose; that is, the devil. But what can we do against him? First, 
“be on the alert”, and second, “resist him firm in your faith”; that is, know what you 
believe and why you believe it, which means we must be grounded in the Word of 
God, lest we become “cat chow.”	 Read Ephesians 6:16
❏ Friday - Prize Winning Recipe.	 1 Peter 5:10
“And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called 
you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and 
establish you” (1 Pet. 5:10). To turn a glob of gooey batter into a prize winning 
cake, you must bake it in the oven at 350˚ for 40 minutes (I confess, I had to ask my 
wife about that). To turn a babe in Christ into a strong man (or woman) of God, the 
Lord must put you in the furnace of affliction “for a little while,” so that you may 
be perfected, confirmed, strengthened and established. It’s a “prize winning” recipe 
(Phil. 3:14)	 Read 2 Corinthians 4:17
❏ Saturday - True Grace.	 1 Peter 5:12
Peter has taught us in his first epistle that “true grace” is, first of all, an electing grace. 
It is the gracious gift of God who has chosen us (1:1), and caused us to be born-again 
(1:3). Secondly it is a sanctifying grace which produces obedience and the pursuit of 
holiness (1:14-16; 2:1-3,11-12; 4:2-4). Third, it is a submissive grace which honors 
all men (2:17) and submits to those in authority (2:13-3:7). Finally, it is a suffering 
grace which endures hardship (1:6-7; 2:19-23, 3:9, 3:13-4:2, 4:12-19, 5:8-10). “This 
is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!” (1 Pet. 5:12).	 Read Ephesians 2:8-10
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2 Peter 1:1-4
“Partakers of God’s Nature”

1.	 Introduction.	  (v.1)

	 2 Peter 1:1 – “Simon Peter, a bond-
servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
those who have received a faith of the 
same kind as ours, by the righteousness 
of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

  •	 Simon –> Peter.

  •	 The bond-servant of Christ.

  •	Marks of a true A•P•O•S•T•L•E.

  •	Authentic faith.

  •	One Fountain of righteousness.

  •	 Jesus Christ, our “God and Savior.”

2.	True Knowledge.	 (v.2-3)

	 2 Peter 1:2-3 – “Grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in the knowledge 
of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing 
that His divine power has granted to 
us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge 
of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellence.”

  •	Grace can be multiplied.

  •	 Everything for life and godliness.

  •	 Emphasis on “true knowledge”

3.	Sharers of His Nature.	 (v.4)

	 2 Peter 1:4 – “For by these He has granted 
to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, in order that by them you 
might become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world by lust.”

  •	 Precious promises.

  •	 Partakers of the divine nature.
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2 Peter 1:1-4, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Christ’s Bond-Servants.	 2 Peter 1:1
“Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the 
slave of sin’” (Jn. 8:34). And Peter adds, “For by what a man is overcome, by this 
he is enslaved” (2 Pet. 2:19). Individual sins can create chains that are not easily 
broken. The only agent strong enough to break through sin’s deep deception is a 
continuous application of the truth. The Lord Himself has declared that only “the 
truth shall set you free” (John 8:32). But mere intellectual knowledge of the truth is 
not enough, for truth is more than a body of knowledge; it is a Person. Jesus is “the 
way, the truth, and the life” (Jn. 14:6). “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you 
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). So then, to be the bond-servant of Christ is true 
freedom.	 Read Romans 6:16, 22
❏ Tuesday - Dead or Alive?	 2 Peter 1:1
Peter writes to those “who have received a faith of the same kind as ours” (2 Pet. 1:1). 
There is a counterfeit “faith,” James calls dead faith (James 2:17, 26), which is 
DOA - dead on arrival. It may profess, but does not possess Christ. It is the “faith” 
of Pharisees and hypocrites. It produces no “new creation” (2 Cor 5:17), no growth 
in godliness, no daily repentance, no true change of direction, no fruit. My friend, if 
you are at all concerned about the authenticity of your faith, then I say there is hope 
for you yet. For if God can make Aaron’s staff bud (Num. 17:8), then He can make 
dead faith alive and bear fruit too. Here is a plea God cannot deny, “Lord, increase 
our faith!” (Luke 17:5).	 Read Jude 1:3
❏ Wednesday - Our God and Savior.	 2 Peter 1:1
Jesus is “our God and Savior” (2 Pet. 1:1). He is no mere mortal that Satan can trifle 
with, nor some passing figure that the nations can ignore. No, He is eternal God! 
Jesus said, “Unless you believe that I AM, you shall die in your sins” (Jn. 8:24; 
cf. Ex. 3:14). Were He not God, He would be impotent to save. But He is Almighty 
God, Jehovah Jesus, the omnipotent God and Savior of His people. O come let us 
adore Him!	 Read John 20:26-28; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8 
❏ Thursday - Knowing God.	 2 Peter 1:2-3
Peter begins His second epistle, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord” (2 Pet. 1:2). The knowledge Peter speaks 
of is neither theoretical, nor purely theological, but practical, personal, experiential, 
and relational. It is this type of knowledge that the apostle Paul desired, when he 
prayed, “…that I may know [Christ], and the power of His resurrection” (Phil. 3:10). 
O how strange this type of knowledge is to the modern church! Yet it is the path to 
multiplied grace and peace. Yes, “[God] has granted to us everything pertaining to 
life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him” (2 Pet. 1:3).	Read 1 John 2:3-4
❏ Friday - Every Spiritual Blessing.	 2 Peter 1:3
“[God’s] divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness” 
(2 Pet. 1:3). Yes, He “has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). Notice, even if earthly treasures and pleasures are denied, 
God has granted us every spiritual blessing in Christ, for He is not so short-sighted 
as to give us gifts which would keep our affections earthbound.	 Read Phil. 4:19
❏ Saturday - The Promises of God.	 2 Peter 1:4
God’s promises are called “precious and magnificent” (2 Pet. 1:4), both because of the 
incredible magnitude of what is promised and the surety of their fulfillment. Friend, 
you can trust in God’s promises “with all your heart” (Prov. 3:5-6), for “whoever 
believes in Him will not be disappointed “ (1 Pet. 2:6).	 Read Hebrews 6:13-19
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2 Peter 1:5-15
“Growing in Godliness”

1.	Reason For Doing It.	 (v. 5)

	 	•	 multiplied grace & peace	 (v. 2)

	 •	 everything granted	 (v. 3)

	 •	 magnificent promises	 (v. 4)

	 •	 partakers of the divine	 (v. 4)

2.	Rule For Measuring It.	  (v. 5-7)

	 •	 diligence	  (v. 5)

	 •	 faith

	 •	 moral excellence

	 •	 knowledge

	 •	 self-control	  (v. 6)

	 •	 perseverance

	 •	 godliness

	 •	 brotherly love	  (v. 7)

	 •	 agape love

	 •	 increasing	  (v. 8)

3.	Result Of Practicing It.	  (v. 8-9)

	 •	 usefulness & fruitfulness	  (v. 8)

	 •	 assurance of salvation	 (v. 10-11)

	 •	 sure-footedness	 (v. 10)

	 •	 unflinching service	 (v. 12-15)



105

2 Peter 1:5-15, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Diligence.	 2 Peter 1:5
Just as diligence is necessary for success in any career, so it is also in the Christian life 
(2 Pet. 1:5,10). The American Heritage Dictionary defines diligence as “the earnest 
and persistent application to an undertaking.” The Christian’s undertaking is Christ-
likeness, and O what an undertaking! But we are not left to our own resources in 
such a calling, for God has granted to us “everything pertaining to life and godliness” 
(2 Pet. 1:3), that we might become “partakers of His divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). Our 
duty then is an earnest and persistent application of faith, moral excellence, knowledge, 
self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love (2 Pet. 1:5-7). By 
diligence in such things we water faith and see it bloom, yet God causes the growth 
(1 Cor. 3:6).	 Read Proverbs 4:23; Romans 12:10-11 (NASB) 
❏ Tuesday - Practical Theology.	 2 Peter 1:5-7
Right theology is absolutely essential, but not the goal of the Christian life. Doctrine is 
the means, but not the end. “The soul of religion is the practical part” (John Bunyan). 
“Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-
control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; 
and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.” 
(2 Pet. 1:5-7).  “Show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith 
by my works” (James 2:18).	 Read James 1:22
❏ Wednesday - Fruitful, Not Fruity.	 2 Peter 1:5-7
How are we to measure spiritual maturity? “By one’s spiritual gifts,” says the 
charismatic. No, the gifts can be counterfeited (Mt. 7:22-23). “By one’s doctrine,” 
says the theologian. Yes, but only if it is put into practice, else it “puffs up” (1 Cor. 8:1) 
and is worth nothing (1 Cor. 13:2). “By longevity,” says the elder statesman. Ideally, 
yes, but the younger may be the wiser, depending on one’s progress in sanctification 
(1 Tim.  4:12; Psa.  119:99). All of these fall short in one way or another. The 
truest measure is spiritual character (2 Pet.  1:5-6); that is, the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22‑23). 	 Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
❏ Thursday - Progression, Not Mere Profession.	 2 Peter 1:8-10
Peter lists these eight qualities: faith, moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, 
perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. To this he adds, “For if these 
qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful 
in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.… Therefore, brethren, be all the more 
diligent to make certain about His calling and election of you; for as long as you 
practice these things, you will never stumble” (2 Pet. 1:8,10). The proof of election 
is that we progress in the faith, not just that we profess it.	 Read 1 John 2:3-5,29; 
3:14, 24; 4:8,13; 5:13,18
❏ Friday - Blind Again?	 2 Peter 1:9
Peter calls the Christian who has lost his desire to grow “blind or short-sighted, having 
forgotten his purification from his former sins” (2 Pet. 1:9). “If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth” (1 John 1:6).	 Read Matthew 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-11
❏ Saturday - Blessed Assurance.	 2 Peter 1:10
“Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and 
election of you …” (2 Pet. 1:10). Friend, do you know where you will spend eternity? 
Let this be our  song, “Blessed assurance Jesus is mine” (2 Pet. 1:10).	 Read 1 John
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2 Peter 1:16-21
“Why We Believe the Bible is God’s Word”

1.	Cleverly Devised Tales.	  (v.16)

	 2 Peter 1:16 – “For we did not follow 
cleverly devised tales when we made 
known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ…”

	 •  The cleverness of men.

	 •  Billions follow tall tales.

2.	Authenticity of Scripture.	  (v.16-18)

	 2 Peter 1:16 – “… we were eye-witnesses 
of His majesty.”

	 •  Eyewitness accounts.

	 •  Continuity & consistency.

	 •  Archeological support.

	 •  Manuscript evidence.

	 •  Enduring quality.

	 •  Prophetic accuracy.

	 •  Personal effect.

3.	A More Sure Word.	 (v.19-21)

	 2 Pet. 1:19 – “And so we have the 
prophetic word more sure, to which you 
do well to pay attention …”

	 •  No more foreshadows.

	 •  One right interpretation.
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2 Peter 1:16-21, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Fact Or Fiction?.	 2 Peter 1:16
We should not doubt the cleverness of men like Charles Darwin, Joseph Smith, and 
Sigmund Freud, who devised clever tales which millions follow. But Peter writes, 
“We did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty” 
(2 Pet. 1:16). Christianity is not a blind leap into to the dark, but a step into the light. 
The Christian faith is firmly rooted in the historical record, eyewitness accounts, 
archaeological support, and manuscript evidence. “So firm is the ground upon which 
these gospels rest, that the very heretics themselves bear witness to them” (Irenaeus, 
180 A.D.). So then, hold up your shield of faith, Christian, that you may be able to 
extinguish the fiery darts [i.e. doubts] of the evil one (Eph. 6:16).	    Read 1 Tim. 1:3-7
❏ Tuesday - Eyewitness Accounts.	 2 Peter 1:16
Peter writes, “We were eyewitnesses of [Christ’s] majesty” (2 Pet. 1:16). John adds, 
“What we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands 
handled, concerning the Word of Life – and the life was manifested, and we have seen 
and bear witness and proclaim to you…” (1 Jn. 1:1-2). The facts of the Bible were 
attested by hundreds of Christian and non-Christian eyewitnesses (cf. 1 Cor 15:6), 
who recorded there observations in Roman records, Jewish histories, and the Bible. 
Secular records confirm the Biblical account and Christian eyewitnesses refused to 
recant at the cost of their own lives – this when “there was no inducement in those 
days to profess Christianity unless one was passionately convinced of its truth” 
(Cambridge Ancient History).	 Read Luke 1:1-4; 2 Peter 1:16-18
❏ Wednesday - Behold His Majesty!	 2 Peter 1:16
The disciples “were eyewitnesses of [Christ’s] majesty.” We also behold His glory 
(2 Cor. 4:6), yet with eyes of faith (2 Cor 5:7).	 Read 1 Peter 1:8
❏ Thursday - A More Sure Word.	 2 Peter 1:19
Jesus said to the New Testament people of God, “Blessed are your eyes, because they 
see; and your ears, because they hear. For truly I say to you, that many prophets and 
righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you 
hear, and did not hear it” (Mt. 13:16-17; cf. Heb. 11:13; 1 Pet. 1:10-11). No longer 
would God’s people look through veiled images and foreshadows to discern God’s 
truth, as did Old Testament saints. Neither, must we wait upon a prophet to speak the 
Word of the Lord, for “we have the prophetic word made more sure” (2 Pet. 1:19); that 
is, the completed canon of Scripture, “once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3). 
Read it, memorize it, and apply it!	 Read 1 Peter 1:10-12
❏ Friday - Our Lighthouse	 2 Peter 1:19
The lighthouse was the mariner’s hope at night to keep from running aground. 
God’s Word is such a light, as Peter writes, “And so we have the prophetic word 
made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining 
in a dark place…” (2 Pet. 1:19). The alternative is shipwreck (1 Tim.1:19). 
Sail on!	 Read Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 6:23
❏ Saturday - Interpretive Method.	 2 Peter 1:20
“But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation” (2 Pet. 1:20). There is only one right interpretation of any given 
Scripture. To understand the Bible at any one point we must understand the whole 
counsel of God’s Word, for the Bible is its own best interpreter. Therefore, “Study 
to show yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, 
handling accurately the Word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 	 Read Psalm 1:1-3
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2 Peter 2:1-9
“Beware of False Teachers”

1.	Description of	   (v.1-3) 
False Teachers.

a.	Satan’s counterfeit religion.	 (v.1)

  •	false prophets & teachers.	 (v.1)

  •	false words - Gk: “plastos” 	 (v.3)

  •	false gospel.	 (Gal. 1:6-9)

  •	false Christs.	 (Mt. 24:24)

  •	false brethren. 	 (2 Cor. 11:26; Gal. 2:4)

b.	Sown among the people.	 (v.1)

  •	“secretly introduce”- bring alongside

  •	“destructive heresies”

c.	Six lane highway.	 (v.2)

  •	“wide road to destruction”	 (Mt. 7:13-14)

  •	“many will say, Lord, Lord”	 (Mt. 7:21-33)

  •	“the way of truth is maligned”	 (v.2)

d. Seamy motives for ministry.
   •	“sensuality” - to satisfy their lusts.	 (v.2)

   •	“greed” - they exploit you.	 (v.3)

2.	Destruction of	   (v.4-9) 
False Teachers.

a. 3 Examples of Destruction.	  (v.4-8)

  •	fall of Lucifer & his angels.	 (v.4)

  •	flood in Noah’s day.	 (v.5)

  •	fire on Sodom & Gomorrah.	 (v.6-8)

b. 3 Principles of Deliverance.	  (v.5-9)

  •	From the penalty of sin.	 (1 Thess. 1:10)

  •	From the power of sin.	 (2 Pet. 2:9)

  •	From the presence of sin.	 (1 Cor. 15:51-53)
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2 Peter 2:1-9, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Satan’s Counterfeit	 2 Peter 2:1
Christian, beware of Satan’s counterfeit religion which is like a “whitewashed tomb,” 
externally attractive, but internally full of death and corruption (Mt. 23:27). Jesus 
likened the difference to wheat and tares (Mt. 13:24‑30). Tares produce no head of grain; 
that is, no fruit (Gal. 5:22-23). Let us then examine ourselves.	      Read 2 Cor. 13:5
❏ Tuesday - Enemy in the Camp!	 2 Peter 2:1
God’s Word declares that in the last days in which we live, false teachers will infiltrate 
the ranks of the church. Jesus warned about those “who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves” (Mt. 7:15), and who “sneak in to spy out 
our liberty” Gal. 2:4) and “secretly introduce destructive heresies” (2 Pet. 2:3). But 
“you will know them by their fruits” (Mt. 7:15-20).	Read Deut. 13:1-4; Eph. 4:11-14
❏ Wednesday - Learn to Stand Alone.	 2 Peter 2:1
The number of the redeemed of all nations of all times is a vast multitude (Rev. 7:9), 
but the stream that fills that great reservoir in heaven is a relatively small trickle in 
each generation. A far greater multitude travel the wide road that leads to destruction 
(Mt. 7:13-14), and only a comparatively small remnant faithfully follow Christ. Calvin 
wrote of his generation, “Scarcely one in ten of those who enlist under Christ keep the 
purity of their faith to the very end. Almost all fall away into corruption, are led astray 
by teachers of licentiousness and betray their faith.” That means you must learn to 
stand alone, Dear Christian, as did Noah, Abraham, Daniel, Paul, etc. – men of God 
who gained not the popularity of men, but the pleasure of God.	 Matthew 7:13-23
❏ Thursday - Living in Glass Houses.	 2 Peter 2:2
Christians live in glass houses. Our neighbors are watching to see if our practice 
matches our profession of faith. We dare not treasure pet sins, for they will 
eventually find us out and “the way of truth will be maligned” (2 Peter 2:2). But 
more importantly, the Lord sees all that we do (2 Kgs. 6:12; Psa. 33:13; Dan. 2:22). 
He is El Roi, the One who sees even the things hidden in darkness! “Thou has placed 
our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy presence” (Psa. 90:8). 
Someone has rightly said, “Secret sin on earth is an open scandal in heaven.” 
Therefore, “Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called” 
(Eph 4:1).	 Read Isaiah 29:15; 1 Cor. 4:5
❏ Friday - Not Appointed for Wrath.	 2 Peter 2:5-7
Christian, you will never experience one drop of God’s wrath (1 Thess. 5:10), which is 
coming upon the whole earth on that great and horrible day of the Lord  (Isa. 13:6‑13). 
Christ bore it all for you! (Isa. 53:11-12). Just as Noah was protected from the flood, 
Christ is your ark to carry you safely through the global destruction that is yet to 
come. And as Lot was led by the angels out of Sodom, before that wicked city was 
destroyed by fire, so also the angels will escort you out of this world, before God’s 
judgment falls. “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 	 Read Joel 2:1-11, 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11 
❏ Saturday - In the World, But Not of the World.	 2 Peter 2:7-8
Calvin posed the question, “If the Lord would have his own to be safe, why does He 
not gather them all into some corner of the earth, that they may mutually stimulate 
one another to holiness? Why does He mingle them with the wicked by whom 
they may be defiled?” But then who would witness to the unsaved? Christian, 
“you are the light of the world” (Mt. 5:14). Jesus prayed to God the Father, “I do 
not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one” 
(Jn. 17:15). 	 Read Matthew 5:13-16
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Outline Notes

2 Peter 2:10-22
“Résumé of a False Teacher”

1.	Rejection of Authority.	  

(v.10-13)

	 •	They indulge the flesh.	 (v.10)

	 •	They despise authority.	 (v.10)

	 •	They are self-willed.	 (v.10)

	 •	They revile angelic authorities.	 (v.10-11)

		  Analogies

	 •	Like unreasoning animals.	 (v.12)

	 •	Like stains & blemishes.	 (v.13)

2.	Reprobate Motives.	  	

(v.14-17)

	 •	Eyes full of adultery.	 (v.14)

	 •	Enticing unstable souls.	 (v.14)

	 •	A heart trained in greed.	 (v.14)

		  Analogies

	 •	Like Balaam.	 (v.15-16)

	 •	Like springs of water.	 (v.17)

	 •	Like mists driven by the storm.	 (v.17)

3.	Re-Entangled by World.	  

(v.18-22)

	 •	They entice the flesh.	 (v.18)

	 •	They are slaves of corruption.	 (v.19)

	 •	They become re-entangled.	 (v.20)

		  Analogies

	 •	Like a dog to its vomit.	 (v.21)

	 •	Like a sow to the mire.	 (v.22)
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2 Peter 2:10-22, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The Sin Nature.	 2 Peter 2:10
The Bible draws a contrast between those who “indulge the flesh” (2 Pet. 2:10) and 
those who “make no provision for the flesh” (Rom. 13:14). Within the context here, 
“the flesh,” is theological shorthand referring to the sin nature. So then, “if you are 
living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live” (Rom. 8:13).	 Read Galatians 5:19-24
❏ Tuesday - The Death of Self-Will.	 2 Peter 2:10
Before Christ, a man is only “self-willed” (2 Pet. 2:10). Now, as Christians, it is not 
enough that our will be broken; it must be put to death – crucified with Christ. Jesus 
declared, “Not My will, but Thine be done” (Lk. 22:42), and by that statement proved 
His perfect submission to the will of the Father. His will did not need to die on Calvary, 
but ours! The spikes were driven into the heart of our self-will which was laid upon 
Him (1 Pet. 2:24). “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me…” (Gal. 2:20). Perhaps Augustine said it best: “Make God’s 
will your will and then do whatever you wish.”	 Read 2 Corinthians 5:17
❏ Wednesday - Beyond Reason.	 2 Peter 2:12
Unlike the animals, God has endowed man with reason. “‘Come now, and let us reason 
together,’ says the Lord” (Isa. 1:18). To no other creature does God extend such an 
offer, but to man alone. In God’s estimate, failure to reason with our Maker, is to 
become “like unreasoning animals” (2 Pet. 2:12). Christianity is, in essence, a return 
to reason.  It is the reasonable conclusion that we are sinners and Christ the Savior. 
To reject so great a salvation is beastly and unreasonable.              Read Hebrews 2:3
❏ Thursday - Temporal Wages.	 2 Peter 2:13
Not all suffering is a result of personal wrongdoing. For example, Job suffered 
greatly, and yet he “was blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning away from 
evil” (Job 1:1). But, certainly, some sufferings are the “wages of doing wrong” 
(2 Pet. 2:13). “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 
this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life” 
(Gal. 6:7‑8).	 Read 1 Peter 2:20; 3:17
❏ Friday - Rooted in Christ.	 2 Peter 2:14
Notice these “false teachers” (2 Pet. 2:1) entice “unstable souls” (2  Pet.  2:14). 
Unstable people generally fall into two categories: [1]  those who have built their 
lives upon sand (human wisdom, philosophy, and psychology); and [2] those who 
have built their house upon the Rock of Jesus Christ, and yet their “house” (life) 
rests only on the surface. Like a mobile home, it is not firmly anchored or embedded 
in that Rock. So it is that false teachers draw many even out of mainline Christian 
churches. Your protection against false teachers is to be firmly rooted in the Word of 
God.	 Read 2 Corinthians 11:13-15
❏ Saturday - Two Masters.	 2 Peter 2:19
Peter writes, “For by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved” (2 Pet. 2:19). 
Paul adds, “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves 
for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in 
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? But thanks be to God that though 
you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching 
to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves 
of righteousness” (Rom. 6:16-18).	 Read Genesis 4:7; Romans 6:14; Matthew 6:24
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Outline Notes

2 Peter 3
“God’s Redemptive Timeline”

1. The Last Days.	  
 (2 Peter 3:3)

•	When are they?	 (Acts 2:17)

•	How late is it?	 (Rev. 1:3)

2. Mockers Will Come.	  
 (2 Peter 3:3-7)

•	 They say nothing changes.	 (v.14)

•	 They forget the flood.	 (v.5-6)

•	 A fiery flood is coming.	 (v.7)

3. Jehovah Savings Time.	  
(2 Peter 8-9,15

•	 1 day � 1000 years.	 (v.8)

•	 God is not slow, but patient.	 (v.9)

•	 He is not willing to lose any.	 (v.9)

•	 His patience = salvation.	 (v.15)

4. The Day of the Lord.	  
2 Peter 3:10-13

•	 Like a thief in the night.	 (v.10)

•	Global warming	 (v.10,12)

•	Heaven on earth.	 (v.13)

5. What Sort of People?	   
2 Peter 3:11,14-18

•	 Living in the light of the end.	 (v.11)

•	Holy & godly.	 (v.11)

•	 Spotless & blameless.	 (v.11)

•	Always on guard!	 (v.17)

•	Growing in grace & knowledge.	 (v.18)
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2 Peter 3, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - God is Not Mocked.	 2 Peter 3:4-5
“Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 
following after their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of [Christ’s] 
coming?’” (2 Pet. 3:3). But “God is not mocked” (Gal. 6:7) and “the Lord is not slow 
about His promise” (2 Pet. 3:9). “Not one word has failed of all His good promise[s]” 
(1 Kings 8:56). The Lord declares, “I am watching over My word to perform it” 
(Jer. 1:12).	 Read Matthew 5:17-18
❏ Tuesday - Last Day’s Ministries.	 2 Peter 3:3-7
The Bible calls the New Testament age “the last days” (Acts  2:17; Heb.  1:1-2; 
1 Pet. 1:20; Jam. 5:3). We are last days Christians, with this last days ministry: “Go 
and make disciples…” (Matt. 28:19).	 Read Matthew 24:46
❏ Wednesday - In His Time.	 2 Peter 3:9
“The Lord is not slow about His promise” (2 Pet. 3:9), but we must learn to wait 
upon His perfect timing. “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31). He makes all things beautiful 
in His time. 	 Read Galatians 6:9
❏ Thursday - Thief in the Night.	 2 Peter 3:20
“The Lord says, “Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays 
awake…” (Rev. 16:15). Paul writes, “It is already the hour for you to awaken from 
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. The night is almost 
gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and 
put on the armor of light. Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard 
to its lusts” (Rom.  13:11-14). “Awake, awake, clothe yourself in your strength, 
O Zion; Clothe yourself in your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city.” 
(Isa. 52:1).	 Read Matthew 24:42-25:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
❏ Friday - Beat the Heat!	 2 Peter 3:0
“Friend, do you have fire insurance – not for your home, but for yourself?! The Lord 
is coming to judge the earth and His eyes are “a flame of fire” (Rev. 1:14), His face 
“like the sun shining in its full strength” (Rev. 1:16). The universe will be His furnace, 
ablaze with His glory, the earth an ember. “Who can stand before His indignation? Who 
can endure the burning of His anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks 
are broken up by Him” (Nahum 1:6). “Who can endure the day of His coming? And 
who can stand when he appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire”  (Malachi 3:2). Who 
can stand that day, in which “the elements will melt with intense heat” (2 Peter 3:10)? 
Who can? You can, in Christ! Our God is a consuming fire (Heb. 12:29), and Christ 
is your fire insurance!	 Read Nahum 1:3-8
❏ Saturday - Home of the Righteous.	 2 Peter 3:13
The man and the woman fled from Eden, naked and ashamed, stripped of original 
righteousness. Eden is gone, paradise lost. But one day, God will create a new 
paradise – not a garden, but a new heaven and earth “where righteousness dwells.” 
Those who dwell there must be robed in Christ’s righteousness, reckoned to their 
account on the basis of faith. Paul prayed, “That I … may be found in Him, not having 
a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith” (Phil. 3:9). 
So then, “put on Christ” (Rom. 13:14).	 Read Revelation 19:7-9
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1, 2, 3
John

Written by 
The Apostle John

90-95 A.D.
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Biography of the Apostle John

Youngest of twelve disciples.

A fisherman. (Mt. 4:21-22)

James and John called Boanerges, “sons of 
thunder” (Mk. 3:17)

“the disciple who Jesus loved”. 
(John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20)

6 AD Born, son of Zebedee and 
younger brother of James. (Matt. 4:21

Age
0

27 AD Called as an apostle. (Matt. 4:21-22) 21

29 AD At Jesus’ Transfiguration. (Mark 9:2) 23

30 AD

Reclined on Jesus at the Last Supper. 
(John 13:23-26)

24Garden of Gethsemene with Christ. (Mk. 14:32-33)

At the Cross. (Mark 14:32-33; John 19:25-27)

At Jesus’ tomb. (John 20:2-10)

90 AD Wrote the Gospel of John from Ephesus. 84

90-95 
AD Wrote 1st, 2nd & 3rd John from Ephesus.  84-

89

95 AD Exiled to Patmos by Emperor Domitian (reign: 81-96 
AD). Wrote Revelations (Rev. 1:9). 89

96 AD
Domitian assassinated (96 AD); Emperor Nerva 
(reign: 96-98 AD) stripped Domitian of honors and freed 
all exiles; John returned to Ephesus.

90

101 AD
Died in Ephesus under the reign of Emperor Trajan 
(reign: 98-117 AD), who bathed the empire red in the 
blood of Christians.

95

A
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B“By this we know” that we are saved…

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life” - 1 John 5:13

IF We Believe That Jesus Is The Christ.

•	 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” 5:1

IF We Keep God’s Commandments.
•	 “By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep 
His commandments” 2:3

•	 “The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him” 3:24

•	 “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; 
and His commandments are not burdensome.” 5:3

IF We Practice Righteousness.

•	 “Everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him” 2:29

•	 “the one who practices righteousness is righteous … the one 
who practices sin is of the devil.” 3:7-8

•	 “No one who is born of God practices sin” 3:9

•	 “By this the children of God and the children of the devil are 
obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor the one who does not love his brother.”

3:10

•	 “We know that no one who is born of God [practices] sin” 5:18

IF We Love Our Christian Brethren.

•	 “the one who loves his brother abides in the Light” 2:10

•	 “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we 
love the brethren.” 3:14

•	 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 4:7

IF We Overcome the World by Faith.
•	 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.” 5:4
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NotesOutline 

First John Introduction.
"Assurance of Salvation"

1.	 Author.	
•	Person:	  Apostle John, age 90.	 96 A.D.

2.	 Audience.	
•	People:	 “my little children” 	 (7x)

•	Place:	  Church in Asia Minor	 (Rev. 1:11)

•	Problems: Worldliness	 (2:15-17)

	                    Deceivers	 (2:18, 26, 3:7)

3.	 Aim.	
•	Primary Theme:	  Assurance of Salvation

	 “These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, 
in order that you may know that you have 
eternal life.” (1 John 5:13)

•	Purpose:	

-	To encourage readers to enjoy the light 
(5x), love (24x), and life (12x), of God’s 
fellowship.

-	To refute gnostic teaching (1:6-10; 2:4, 
22‑23; 4:1-3), and encourage readers to 
walk in the truth. (1:6-7; 2:6)

-	To review the characteristics of true 
fellowship with God so that we may 
KNOW whether or not we have eternal 
life. (2:3-5; 3:14,18-19, 24; 5:4, 13)

- To give true Christians confidence before 
God. (2:28; 3:21; 4:17; 5:14)

4.	 Abbreviated Outline.	
•	Part 1.   Abide in God’s Light.	 Chap. 1-2

•	Part 2.	  Abide in God’s Love.	 Chap. 3-4

•	Part 3.	  Abide in God’s Life.	 Chap. 5
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1 John Introduction, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Christ, The Word.	 1 John 1:1
At the close of the first century, John, the last surviving apostle, wrote the gospel of 
John, three epistles, and Revelation. John’s gospel emphasizes the deity of Christ, 
and all of his writings point to Christ as “the Word” (Greek: logos), the revealed will 
and wisdom of God to man (Jn. 1:1,14; 1 Jn. 1:1; Rev. 19:13). John’s gospel opens, 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God” (Jn. 1:1) … “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14). And 
First John starts, “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of 
Life (1 Jn. 1:1). Jesus Christ is the final Word of God to man (cf. Heb. 1:1‑2). Friend, 
do you let Him have the final word in your life?	 Read 1 John 1:1-4

❏ Tuesday - God is Light.	 1 John 1:5
John tells us “God is light” (1 John 1:5). By this he does not mean that God is an 
impersonal flow of photons. No, John employs this metaphor to convey the character 
of God, resident in Christ, who “is the radiance of [God’s] glory” (Heb. 1:3). John 
testified that Jesus was the “true light which, coming into the world, enlightens 
every man” (Jn. 1:9). It is trite but true, a day without Christ is a day without 
Sonshine.	 Read 1 John 1:5-2:11

❏ Wednesday - God is Love.	 1 John 3:18
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.” (1 John 4:7-8). “Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in 
deed and truth” (1 Jn. 3:18).	Read 1 John 3:1,11,16,18; 4:7-8,10-12,16,19; John 13:35

❏ Thursday - Friend or Foe?	 1 John 4:1-3
Upon seeing the gnostic, Cerinthus, the apostle John fled from a public bath house, 
crying out, “Let us fly, lest even the bath house fall down, because Cerinthus, 
the enemy of the truth, is within.” Which are you, a friend or foe of God’s 
truth? A casual acquaintance is no friendship. True friendship requires personal 
intimacy.	 Read 1 John 4:1-3 on gnosticism

❏ Friday - God is Life.	 1 John 5:11-13
God is the wellspring of all life; “in Him we live and move and have our being” 
(Acts 17:28). John writes, “And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have the life” (1 Jn. 5:11-12; cf. Jn. 5:26). Jesus said, “I am the 
bread of life” (Jn. 6:35), “the resurrection and the life” (Jn. 11:25), “the way, and the 
truth, and the life” (Jn. 14:6), “I came that they might have life, and might have it 
abundantly” (Jn. 10:10). So then, Christ is our life (Col 3:4).	Read John 5:11-12, 26

❏ Saturday - That You Might Know.	 1 John 5:13
First John is written that you might know whether or not you are truly saved. 
Yes, you can know, you must know, you had better know! Either we stand upon 
God’s promises by faith and are saved, or we doubt His Word and, in essence, 
call Him a liar; there is no middle ground. Assurance of salvation is not an option. 
God has not left something as important as your eternal destiny a mystery. John 
writes, “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 Jn. 5:13). Do you 
know?	 Read 1 John 2:3-5; 3:14, 19-20, 24; 4:12-13; 5:2, 13
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Outline Notes

1 John 1:1-4
“The Word of Life”

1.	 What was from the Beginning.	 (1:1)

	  “	What was from the beginning…”	

	 •	 “what” not just “who”.

	 •	 “from” not “in”: Jn 1:1 vs. 1 Jn 1:1

	 •	  King of time & eternity.

	 •	  The eternally relevant Word.

2.	 A First-Hand Account.	 (1:1)

	  “	what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we beheld 
and our hands handled…”

	 •	 The testimony of the apostles:	 	
from James to John.

	 •	 The weapons of their warfare.	

3.	 The Word of Life.	 (1:1)

	  “	concerning the Word of Life”

	 •	 The Logos - definition.

	 •	 His Word gives life.

4.	 We Proclaim to You.	 (1:2)

	  “	we have seen and bear witness and 
proclaim to you the eternal life”

	 •	 The Christian has something to say.

	 •	 The Gospel overcomes shyness.

5.	 Fellowship With God.	 (1:3-4)

	  “	what we have seen and heard we 
proclaim to you also, that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and indeed 
our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

	 •	 The big diff:  religion vs. 
relationship
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1 John 1:1 - 4, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - King of Two Realms.	 1 John 1:1
There is a realm other than time, called “eternity,” which is not governed by the laws 
of time and space. Christ reigns in both realms. Christ is “from the beginning” of 
time and space (1 Jn. 1:1); indeed, they are His inventions (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16); but He 
is also “from the days of eternity” (Mic. 5:2). “Before the mountains were born, or 
Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, 
Thou art God” (Psa. 90:2). Upon Jesus’ head are many crowns (Rev. 19:12): He is 
the King eternal (1 Tim. 1:17) and the King of all Creation.	 Read Psalm 103:19
❏ Tuesday - The Eternal Word.	 1 John 1:1
John opens his epistle, “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the 
Word of Life” (1 Jn. 1:1). In John’s mind, Christ and His Word are inseparable; Christ 
is the Word personified (Jn. 1:14). John notes that the Word of Life “was from the 
beginning,” eternally relevant, throughout all generations. Jesus said, “Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away” (Mt. 24:35). The Word of 
God is an anvil that has worn out many hammers. So it is, throughout the ages, the 
Bible has worn out the hammers of its detractors, yet the anvil endures. The Bible is 
“the living and abiding Word of God” (1 Pet. 1:23).	 Read Isaiah 40:8; Matt. 5:18
❏ Wednesday - The Word of Life.	 1 John 1:1
“By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the Word of God” 
(Heb. 11:3). Jesus is the Word – “the Word of life” (1 Jn. 1:1). He spoke and life 
sprang into existence (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16). Jesus continues to speak today, through 
His written Word – words of life. Jesus came that you might have life, and might 
have it more abundantly (Jn. 10:10). Do you want to really live? Read the the Word 
of Life!	 Read John 1:4; 5:24
❏ Thursday - First-Hand Account.	 1 John 1:1-3
One-by-one the apostles laid down their lives for the Gospel, refusing to recant. 
James was first, beheaded by Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2), his brother John, the 
last. They resolutely proclaimed: “What was from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, 
concerning the Word of Life – and the life was manifested, and we have seen 
and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 
and was manifested to us -- what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you…” 
(1 John 1:1‑3). 	 Read Revelation 12:11; 2 Peter 1:16-18
❏ Friday - Something To Say.	 1 John 1:3
The apostle writes, “What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also” (1 Jn. 1:3). 
The true child of God has something to say, which every ounce of his new nature feels 
compelled to proclaim. Timidity is no barrier. Tongues once paralyzed by shyness are 
loosened by the Gospel, once it has been truly understood and received. Even timid 
Timothy (2 Tim. 1:7) became an evangelist (2 Tim. 4:5). “For you have not received 
a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as 
sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Rom. 8:15).	 Read 1 Peter 2:9
❏ Saturday - Fellowship With God.	 1 John 1:3-4
“Fellowship” – that one word summarizes the difference between Christianity and 
every other religion. The Buddhist has no fellowship with the rotund statue he kneels 
before, nor the Hindu with his idolatrous statues. But “our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). Religion versus relationship – which do 
you have?	 Read Psalm 115:3-8; Isaiah 44:9-17; Jeremiah 10:3-6
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Outline Notes

1 John 1:5 - 2:2
“There is Power in His Blood”

1. God is Light.		
John 1:5

		  1 John 1:5 – “And this is the message we 
have heard from Him and announce to 
you, that God is light, and in Him there 
is no darkness at all.”

	 • 	Nothing hidden.	 Mk. 4:22

	 •	Coram Deo.	 Psa. 90:8

2. Christ’s Blood that Cleanses.		
John 1:6-9

		  1 John 1:9 – “He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness”

	 •	He cleanses us from	 1 Jn. 1:7, 9	
“all” sin.

	 •	His is a great Savior	 1 Tim. 1:15	
for great sinners.

	 •	Why is the Gospel	 Lk. 2:10	
such “good news”?

	 •	Robes made white in	 Rev. 7:14	
the blood of the Lamb.

3.	Christ, Our Advocate.		
John 2:1

		  1 John 2:1 – “we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”

	 •	Our defense Attorney.	 Psa. 27:1

	 •	The right Man on our side.	 Rom. 8:31-34

	 •	He continually intercedes.	 Heb. 7:25

4.	Christ, Our Propitiation.		
1 John 2:2

		  1 John 2:2 – “He Himself is the 
propitiation for our sins”

	 •	Definition.	 Isa. 53:10-11

	 •	He Himself.	 1 Pet. 1:18-19
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1 John 1:5 - 2:2, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Coram Deo, in the Presence of God.	 1 John 1:5
“ And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God 
is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). God does not cast a 
shadow. The light of His [omni] presence leaves nothing hidden in darkness: “Thou 
hast placed our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy presence” 
(Psa. 90:8 ). “Coram Deo” (always in God’s presence) was John Calvin’s motto, and 
it must be ours. Live today in the light of His presence.	 Read John 3:19-21
❏ Tuesday - Christ’s Blood, a Miracle Detergent.	 1 John 1:6-7
“If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and 
do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 
sin” (1 John 1:6-7). Spurgeon recounts the story of Martin Luther when Satan came to 
him, as he thought, with a long black list of his sins.  To the archenemy Luther said, 
“Yes, I must own to them all. Have you any more?” So the foul fiend went his way and 
brought another longer list, and Martin Luther said, “Yes, yes, I must own to them all. 
Have you any more?” The accuser of the brethren, being expert at the business, soon 
supplied him with a further length of charges, until there seemed to be no end to it. 
Martin waited until no more were forthcoming, and then he cried, “Write at the bottom 
of the whole account, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin!’” “There 
is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuel’s veins. And sinners plunged 
beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains” (Hymn).	   Read Hebrews 9:13-14, 22
❏ Wednesday - No Savior for the Self-Righteous.	 1 John 1:8
John writes, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us” (1 John 1:8 ). Yes, “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am chief” 
(1 Tim. 1:15) -- this is the attitude the apostles embraced, and we must accept it too. 
For Jesus said, “I have not come to call the [self] righteous but sinners” (Lk. 5:29‑32). 
Jesus is a great Savior who atoned for the great transgressions of great rebels. That 
is hardly newsworthy to the self-righteous, but “good news of a great joy” to the 
penitent sinner who understands the magnitude of his sins.	 Read Romans 3:10-18
❏ Thursday - He is Able to Forgive.	 1 John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9 ). “However great your sin at present is, 
do not make it more by insinuating that He cannot forgive you. For of all sins this 
must be the most cruel, to think that He is unable to forgive. This stabs at Christ’s 
Saviorship, which is His very heart” (Spurgeon).	 Read Ephesians 1:7
❏ Friday - Christ, Our Advocate.	 1 John 2:1
“My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone 
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 
Jesus is our defense attorney and He has never lost a case. “Hence, also, He is able 
to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to 
make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25).	 Read Psalm 27:1
❏ Saturday - Christ, Our Redeemer.	 1 John 2:2
Christ “Himself is the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 2:2). Christian, “you were not 
redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited 
from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, 
the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18-19).	 Read 1 Corinthians 6:20; Hebrews 9:11-12
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Outline Notes

1 John 2:3-6
“The Law and the New Testament Believer”

1.	 Our Measuring Stick.	 1 John 2:3

	 •	 The Canon of Scripture.	 James 1:23

	 •	 Shepherd’s rod which	 John 10:26-27	
separates the sheep & goats.

	 •	 Measure yourselves.	 2 Cor. 13:5

2.	 Purpose of the Law.	 1 John 2:3-5

	 •	 It cannot save.	 Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-9

	 •	 It reflects God’s holiness.	 1 Pet. 1:15-16

	 •	 It reveals our unholiness.	 Rom. 3:20

	 •	 It shows our accountability.	 Rom 3:19

	 •	 It is a one way sign to Christ.	 Gal. 3:24

	 •	 It is a means to express love.	 Jn. 14:15,21

	 •	 It is to train in righteousness.	 2 Tim. 3:16
	 •	 It is a basis for conscience.	 Rom. 2:14-15

	 •	 It is a basis for government.	 Rom. 13:1-4

	 •	 It is a basis for success.	 Joshua 1:8

	 •	 It is fulfilled in one word.	 Gal. 5:14

3.	 Key to the Heart.	 1 John 2:4

	 •	 The truth shall set you free.	 John 8:32

	 •	 The key must be inserted.	 1 John 2:4

4.	 “Abide” in Christ.	 1 John 2:3

	 •	 To take permanent residence.	 Psa. 27:4

	 •	 To take refuge in.	 Psa. 61:4, 91:1

	 •	 To be near.	 Eph. 2:13

	 •	 To be inseparable.	 Rom. 8:35,38-39

	 •	 To live as one.	 Gal. 2:20

	 •	 To move as one.	 Eph. 2:6

	 •	 To be dependent upon.	 Psalm 63:8

	 •	 To be satisfied in.	 Jer. 31:25

	 •	 To be at rest.	 Mt. 11:28

	 •	 To never leave.	 1 Jn. 2:19
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1 John 2:3-6, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Do We Measure Up?	 1 John 2:3
The Bible is called the “canon” (from the Gk. kanon, “meaning measuring rod”) and 
here, in John’s first epistle, we find several conditional clauses (“if” statements) by 
which we may measure ourselves: e.g. [1] “If we say that we have fellowship with 
[God] and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth” (1 Jn. 1:6); 
[2] “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us” (1 Jn. 1:8, cf. v.10); [3] “And by this we know that we have come to know 
Him, if we keep His commandments.” (1 Jn. 2:3). John’s first epistle is filled with 
these watermarks. Use these to “test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 
yourselves!” (2 Cor. 13:5).	 Read 1 John 3:14, 19-20, 24; 4:12-13; 5:2, 13
❏ Tuesday - Law & Love.	 1 John 2:3-5
“And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His Word, in him the love of 
God has truly been perfected” (1 Jn. 2:5). Lawlessness is lovelessness. Jesus said, 
“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (Jn, 14:15). Our profession of 
love for God is a charade unless we live by His Word. “For this is the love of God, 
that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome” 
(1 John 5:3).	 Read Matthew 7:21-23; John 14:23-24
❏ Wednesday - Purpose of the Law.	 1 John 2:3-6
The Law cannot save a man (Rom. 3:20a, 28; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-9) and was never 
intended for that purpose. The Law, written by the finger of God: [1] is a reflection of 
His holiness (1 Pet. 1:15-16); [2] is a mirror that reveals our sinfulness (Rom. 3:20, 
7:7,13); [3] shows our accountability to God (Rom. 3:19); [4] is a one way sign 
pointing to Christ (Gal 3:24); [5] gives us tangible ways to show our love for God 
(John 14:15,21); [6] is for training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16); and [7] it is the basis 
for man’s moral conscience (Rom. 2:14-15), [8] human government (Rom. 13:1-4) 
and [9] successful living (Josh. 1:8).	 Read Psalm 119:165; Galatians 5:14
❏ Thursday - Unlocking the Heart.	 1 John 2:4
Truth is the key that unlocks the human heart. Jesus said, “If you abide in My Word, 
then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
set you free” (Jn. 8:31-32). So here is a heart locked up in sin and there is the Bible. 
Why then is the heart still locked? It is because the key has not been inserted into 
the heart! Notice John’s emphasis upon this point: “If we say that we have no sin, 
we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 Jn. 1:8), and again, “The 
one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 Jn. 2:4). Dear friend, put God’s Word in your 
heart! Let it unlock the mysteries of His will! Let it open your heart to all that God 
has for you! Let it set you free!	 Read Psalm 119:11
❏ Friday - Abide in Christ.	 1 John 2:5-6
What does it mean to abide in Christ? (1 Jn. 2:5-6). It means: [1] to take up permanent 
residence, to be at home (Psa. 23:6, 27:4); [2] to take refuge in (Psa. 61:4, 91:1); 
[3]  to be near  to, not just in proximity, but by personal relationship (Eph. 2:13); 
[4] to be inseparable (Rom. 8:35,38-39); [5] to live as one (Gal. 2:20) and [6] move 
as one (Eph.  2:6); [7]  to  be completely dependent upon Christ (Psa.  63:8), to 
trust in Him (Prov. 3:5-6), and to “wholly lean on Jesus name”; [8] to be satisfied 
and refreshed (Jer. 31:25); [9] to be at rest (Mt.  11:28); [10] to never leave (1 
John 2:19).	 Read 1 John 4:12-16
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Outline Notes

1 John 2:7-11
“Commandment to Love”

1.	An Old Command.	 1 John 2:7

“Beloved, I am not writing a new 
commandment to you, but an old 
commandment which you have had 
from the beginning”- 1 John 2:7 

		 a.	Love your neighbor.
		 •	 Extent: “as yourself”	 Lev. 19:18

		 •	 Do we need more self-love?	 Mt. 16:24

		 b.	Who is my neighbor?	 Lk. 10:29

		 •	 Love your brethren.	 Jn. 13:35

		 •	 Love your neighbor.	 Mt. 22:37-39

		 •	 Love your enemies.	 Mt. 5:44

2.	A New Amendment 	 1 John 2:8	
	 to an Old Command.	

“On the other hand, I am writing a 
new commandment to you, which is 
true in Him and in you” - 1 John 2:8 

		 a.	Love one another.
		 •	 Extent: “as I have loved you”	 Jn. 13:34

		 •	 Jesus’ loved us 	 Jn. 15:13	
		  more than His own life.

		 b.	Can love be commanded?
		 •	 Definition.

		 •	 Source.

3.	Blind Hatred.	 1 John 2:9-11

	“But the one who hates his brother 
is in the darkness and walks in the 
darkness, and does not know where 
he is going because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes.” - 1 John 2:8 

		 a.	A time to hate?	 Eccl. 3:8

		 b.	Love the brethren.	
		 Heb. 13:1; 1 Pet. 1:22, 2:17; 1 John 3:14, John 13:35
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1 John 2:7-11, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - An Old Command.	 1 John 2:7
“Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment 
which you have had from the beginning…” (1 Jn. 2:7). What is this “old commandment” 
John speaks of? It is love (cf. 2:5, 9-11). “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 
is God’s ancient precept (Lev. 19:18, c. 1500 B.C.) and it flows like a river through 
the whole Bible. It is the attitude of the true people of God through all generations. 
Is it your attitude, friend? Could they write it on your tombstone: “Here lies one who 
truly loved others with God’s own love!” Will that be your epitaph? They will know 
we are Christians by our love! (cf. John 13:35). 	 Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-8
❏ Tuesday - What’s Your Cup of Tea?	 1 John 2:7
What is the essence of true religion? Jesus said, “‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great 
and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets”        
(Mt. 12:37-40). But the Pharisees replied, “Who is my neighbor?” (Lk. 10:29), i.e. 
“Who do I have to love?” Their religion was like a china tea cup, beautiful on the 
outside, but full of deadly brew – and Jesus was the proverbial bull in the china shop. 
“Love your brethren” (Jn. 13:35), “love your neighbor” (Mt. 22:37-39), yes, even, 
“love your enemies” (Mt. 5:44) … He pounded home the commandment until He 
had shattered their religious pretense to pieces.  And, O, that the church today would 
be broken by the same message.	 Read Luke 10:25-37
❏ Wednesday - Love Command.	 1 John 2:7
The “old commandment,” John declares, is love (1 Jn. 2:7). But how can love be 
commanded? How can I make myself feel a certain way toward someone else? The 
answer is this: True love, God’s love, is not a feeling – it is a commitment, sacrifice, 
and service to others. “I want to love that way,” says one, “Sign me up! Where can 
I get some of that type of love for people?” No one can give it to you, anymore than 
the five wise virgins could give away their oil (Mt. 25:8-9). There is but one place, 
one fountain, where it can be found: There, within the infinite heart of God, beats 
eternal love. Reconsider, then, the effect upon your own heart of not spending time 
with God and His people. It cuts off the blood supply and stops the transfusion of 
God’s love from His heart to your own, until at last our dried up hearts cry out, “More 
love, more power, more of You in my life!”	 Read Jeremiah 31:3
❏ Thursday - Here’s What’s New.	 1 John 2:8
John calls the ancient commandment to love one another a “new commandment” 
(1 Jn. 2:8). So what’s new? Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another, even as I have loved you” (Jn 13:34). The ancients were commanded, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself”. But Jesus loved others more than Himself and 
sacrificed His life for them. To love others more than yourself is new amendment to 
an old command.	 Read John 15:13
❏ Friday - Remedy for Awkwardness.	 1 John 2:10
Do you have an awkward relationship with another person? Here’s the remedy: “The 
one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in 
him” (1 John 2:10).	 Read Luke 6:27-28
❏ Saturday - Blind Hate.	 1 John 2:9-11
Hatred is blindness (1 Jn. 2:9,11) and murder (1 Jn. 3:15). The devil is an old blind man 
that has fallen into a bottomless pit, and now is trying to poke the eyes out of everyone 
else, so that he can lead them over the same cliff! 	  Read 2 Cor. 4:4; John 8:44
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Outline Notes

1 John 2:12-27
“He Who is Not For Me is Against Me”

1.	 For Christ.	 1 John 2:12-14

			  Marks of a True Believer …

		 a.	 Forgiven.	 v. 12

		 b.	 Overcomes.	 v. 13

		 c.	Knows God.	 v. 13-14

		 d.	 Abides.	 v. 14, 24-25, 27

2.	 Against Christ.	 1 John 2:15-27

			  Antichristian Character …

		 a.	 Desires 	 v. 15-17	
	 	 worldly treasures.	

		 b.	 Defects	 v. 18-19	
		  from the Faith. 

		 c.	 Denies	 v. 22-23	
		  Jesus is the Christ. 

		 d.	 Deceives	 v. 26	
		  God’s people.
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1 John 2:12-27, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - For His Name Sake.	 1 John 2:12
One man barks, “If God is just, why is there so much evil in the world?” Another 
cackles, “How can God be loving and still condemn anyone to hell?” And so, the 
attacks upon God’s character come from both directions: one upon His justice, another 
upon His mercy. But God is not mocked. All questions concerning His justice will 
be answered on Judgment Day, and all charges against His mercy are answered at 
the Cross. So then, whether God condemns or forgives, He does so for His name’s 
sake, that justice and mercy might be vindicated. As for you, Christian, “your sins 
are forgiven you for His name’s sake” (1 Jn. 2:12); that is, for “the praise of the glory 
of His grace” (Eph. 1:6).	 Read Psalm 25:11, 79:9
❏ Tuesday - Overcomers.	 1 John 2:13
Revelation 12 paints an incredible picture of the battle between God’s people and 
Satan. The devil is described there as “a great red dragon having seven heads and 
ten horns” (Rev.  12:3). Before him are God’s little lambs. And yet we read that 
“they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their life even to death” (Rev. 12:11). John rejoiced in 
their victory, and wrote in his first epistle, “I am writing to you, young men, because 
you have overcome the evil one …” (1 Jn. 2:13). Dear little flock, “we are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37,KJV). 	 Read 1 John 5:4-5
❏ Wednesday - One Love.	 1 John 2:15
John writes, “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 Jn. 2:15). Friend, you cannot love 
the world and God, “for either [you] will hate the one and love the other, or [you] 
will hold to one and despise the other” (Mt. 6:24). The Church is betrothed to Christ 
(Hosea 2:19; 2 Cor. 11:2). He is a Jealous God (Ex. 34:14) who will not share His 
bride with other lovers. Therefore, “Set your affection on the things above, not on 
the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God” (Col. 3:2-3).	 Read Deuteronomy 6:4-15
❏ Thursday - The Big Three.	 1 John 2:16
“For all that is in the world, [1] the lust of the flesh and [2] the lust of the eyes and 
[3] the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world” (1 Jn. 2:16). 
Here, John exposes the triune character of our sin nature which nothing but a Triune 
God can overcome.	 Read Romans 6
❏ Friday - Antichrist.	 1 John 2:18
“Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour” (1 Jn. 2:18). 
Mention the word “antichrist” in Christian circles and hearts are gripped with fear. 
But all sin is anti-Christ. All disobedience is anti-Christ. Christian, let sin be your 
dread and then that final “man of lawlessness,” as he is called (2 Thess. 2:3), will 
hold no terror.	 Read Romans 7:7-25
❏ Friday - Good Finishers.	 1 John 2:19
“They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown 
that they all are not of us” (1 Jn. 2:19). Authentic Christianity is measured, not by 
who starts the race, but by who finishes.	 Read Hebrews 12:1-3
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Outline Notes

1 John 2:28-3:3
“Résumé of the Children of God”

	A.	They Permanently Abide.		
	 (1 John 2:28)

	1.	Definition.

	2.	 Affects our response 	 1 Pet. 1:13	
at Christ’s return.

	B.	They Practice Righteousness.		
	 (1 John 2:29)

	 Three Tests 
of Authentic Christianity

in First John 2:

	1.	They keep the 	 1 John 2:3-5	
commandments.

	2.	They love	 1 John 2:9-10	
the brethren.

	3.	They practice	 1 John 2:29	
righteousness.

	C.	They Proof of God’s Love.		
 
are

	 (1 John 3:1-2)

	1.	They are called 	 1 Cor. 1:26-28	
the children of God. 	

	2.	They will be 	 1 Cor. 15:51-53	
like Him. 	

	3.	They will see	 Matthew 5:8	
Him just as He is.

D.	They Purify Themselves.		
	 (1 John 3:3)

	1.	They live in the 	 Heb. 10:36	
light of the end.
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1 John 2:28-3:3, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - The King and I.	 1 John 2:28
The members of the king’s court approach him with a confidence born out of 
familiarity: daily they abide in his presence, they speak as old friends, yet never 
forgetting his position and theirs. And when the trumpets sound and the king in all 
his majesty makes his royal appearance, though others shrink back in fear, they greet 
their sovereign with a smile. Dear Christian, are you such a one? Do you abide in the 
King’s presence? John writes, “And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when 
He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His 
coming” (1 John 2:28). 	 Read Hebrews 4:16; 1 John 3:21
❏ Tuesday - Practice Makes Perfect.	 1 John 2:29
The Bible speaks of two kinds of righteousness: positional and practical. The first 
is Christ’s righteousness imputed to the believer’s account on the basis of faith 
(Rom. 4:3, 5) – this is justification (Rom. 3:28). The second is Christ’s righteousness 
progressively imparted to the believer through daily practice – this is sanctification. 
Can one be born-again with the first, but not the second? Impossible! John writes, 
“If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices 
righteousness is born of Him” (1 John 2:29).	 Read Hebrews 12:14
❏ Wednesday - Unquenchable Love.	 1 John 3:1
Romans 8:35,38-39 explores every possible obstacle that might come between the 
believer and Christ’s love: [1] Various kinds of tribulation are listed first (v.35). 
Yes, “In this world you will have tribulation,” but neither tribulation, nor distress, 
nor persecution, nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril, nor the sword can separate us 
from His love, for He has “overcome the world” (John 16:33). [2] Life and death are 
listed next (v.38), but even in the valley of the shadow of death, “Thou art with Me” 
(Psa. 23:4). [3] Angels and principalities cannot withhold Him for He has “triumphed 
over them” (Col. 2:15; John 12:31; 1 John 3:8). [4] Shall anything past, present, or 
future restrain His love? Never, for He loves us “with an everlasting love” (Jer. 31:3). 
[5] Height cannot separate us from Him, for His lovingkindness extends to the heavens, 
His faithfulness reaches to the skies (Psa. 36:5). [6] Depth cannot undermine His 
love, for He has humbled Himself (Phil. 2:3-8) to the “uttermost” (Heb. 7:25, KJV). 
[7] Neither shall any other created thing stand between us and Him who upholds all 
things by the word of His power (Heb. 1:3; cf. Col 1:17). “Behold, how great a love 
the Father has bestowed upon us …” (1 John 3:1).	 Read Jeremiah 31:3
❏ Thursday - Children of God.	 1 John 3:1
“For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to 
shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised 
God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are” 
(1 Cor. 1:26-28). “Behold how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that 
we (the foolish, the weak, and the base things) should be called children of God; and 
such we are.” (1 John 3:1).	 Read 1 Timothy 1:15
❏ Friday - Metamorphosis.	 1 John 3:2
“When He appears, we shall be like Him” (1  John 3:2) – this is a promise of 
inconceivable proportions. Yes, in the twinkling of an eye we shall be changed 
(1 Cor. 15:51-53). But don’t wait – let the metamorphosis begin! “And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” 
(Rom. 12:2).	 Read  1 Corinthians 15:35-58
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Outline Notes

1 John 3:4-10
Who’s Your Daddy?

“By this the children of God and the children 
of the devil are obvious: anyone who does 
not practice righteousness is not of God…”

1.	 What is Sin?	 v. 4

  •	 The essence of sin.
2.	 The Purpose of Christ.	 v. 5

  •	 Christ’s purpose #1. 
  •	 Christ’s character.
3.	 A New Lifestyle.	 v. 6

  •	 The Christian does not practice 
sin, because he abides in Him.

  •	 No one who sins has seen 
Him or knows Him.

  •	 “sins” - Greek present tense, 
continuous action, a lifestyle.

4.	 Don’t Be Deceived.	 v. 7-8

  •	 The one who practices 
righteousness is righteous.

  •	 The one who practices sin is of 
the devil.

  •	 The devil has sinned from 
the beginning.

5.	 The Purpose of Christ.	 v. 8

  •	 Christ’s purpose #2. 
6.	 Birth Mark.	 v. 9-10

  •	 The Christian does not practice 
sin, because He abides in him.

  •	 He cannot sin because he is 
born of God.

  •	 By this the children of God 
and the children of the devil 
are obvious.
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1 John 3:4-10, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Reformed or Deformed.	 1 John 3:4
“The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; and His sovereignty rules over 
all” (Psa. 103:19). Do you believe that? Do you believe in the Biblical doctrine of the 
sovereignty of God? Without question, there is a general lack of understanding within 
Christendom today concerning God’s sovereignty. Simply put, God’s sovereignty 
means “He is on the Throne of the universe, directing all things, working all things 
‘after the counsel of His own will’ [Eph. 1:11]” (Arthur Pink). What then is sin, 
but lawlessness, anarchy, insurrection, laying siege to the throne of God, outright 
rebellion against His sovereign rule. So we see that one may be reformed in thought, 
but deformed in practice. How about you, Christian? Does your practice match your 
theology?	 Read James 1:25
❏ Tuesday - Our Scapegoat.	 1 John 3:5
In the Old Testament, on the Day of Atonement the sins of God’s people were 
confessed as the High priest laid his hands upon the scapegoat (Heb. Azazel, lit. the 
goat of removal). The goat was then led out into the wilderness symboling Israel’s 
sins being taken away (Lev. 16). Yet “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats 
to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4), but only to symbolize it.  Christ is our scapegoat who 
actually takes it away, “as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 
transgressions from us” (Psa. 103:12). “John writes, “And you know that He appeared 
in order to take away sins…” (1 John 3:5). 	 Read Micah 7:19; Jeremiah 31:34
❏ Wednesday - In Him There is No Sin.	 1 John 3:5
Old Testament sacrifices required both the purity of the priest (Lev. 9:7; Heb. 7:27) 
and purity of the sacrifice (Ex. 12:5). In Christ we have both. John proclaims, 
“In Him there is no sin” (1 Jn. 3:5b). We do not have a high priest who is soiled by sin, 
but One who is “holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above 
the heavens” (Heb. 7:26). Nor do we have “a high priest who cannot sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without 
sin” (Heb. 4:15). In our Lord, we have both the sinless example of His LIFE – He 
who “committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22); and 
the sinless sacrifice of His DEATH – when He “offered Himself without blemish to 
God” (Heb. 9:14).	 Read 1 Peter 1:18-19
❏ Thursday - What is a Christian?	 1 John 3:7
Paul reminds us that “[God] chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:4). So then, God has chosen us 
for the purpose of holiness! The name “Christian” used to be virtually synonymous 
with holiness, but today it is a label many wear too carelessly and others ought not to 
wear at all. “Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness 
is righteous, just as He is righteous” (1 John 3:7).	 Read 1 Peter 1:15-16
❏ Friday - His Seed Abides.	 1 John 3:9
“His seed abides in [you]” – that is perhaps the greatest single statement about our 
eternal security found anywhere in the Bible. Christ’s seed abides permanently 
and irrevocably in the true child of God (Rom. 11:29). Has that seed been sown 
in your heart? If it has, it is evident, for the fruit of that seed is righteousness 
(James 3:18).	 Read 1 Peter 1:23-25
❏ Saturday - Our New Nature.	 1 John 3:9
The Christian’s new nature cannot sin (1 Jn. 3:6,9); but remnants of the old can 
(Rom. 7:7-8:1). Therefore, “consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11).	   Read Ephesians 4:22-24
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Outline Notes

1 John 3:10-24
“True Love”

	A.	Two Families.	 	
(v. 10)

	 1.	Children of God.

	 2.	Children of the devil.

	B.	Two Family Traits.	 	
(v. 10)

	 1.	Righteousness.

	 2.	Love.

	C.	Two Kinds of Sacrifice.	
	 (v. 11-18)

	 1.	The World’s. Example: Cain

	 •	 Man-made religion.

	 •	 Murder.

	 2.	The Lord’s. Example: Christ

	 •	 Selfless.

	 •	 Active.

	C.	Two Results.	 	
(v. 19-24)

	 1.	Condemnation.

	 2.	Confidence.
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1 John 3:10-24, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Our Daily Duds.	 1 John 3:10
“By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does 
not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother” 
(1 Jn. 3:10). See how the child of God distinguishes himself. The Bible commands 
us to “put on love” (Col. 3:14) and to wear righteousness “like a robe” (Job 29:14; 
Isa. 61:10; Rev. 19:8). These are not just our Sunday go to meetin’ clothes, but our 
daily duds.	 Read Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:8-14 
❏ Tuesday - Answer the Call.	 1 John 3:11
“For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another” (1 John 3:11). Here is an ancient message, “from the beginning”, 
that has echoed its call to each passing generation. Dear Christian, it is our turn. 
Answer the call.	 Read John 13:34-35
❏ Wednesday - The Two R’s.	 1 John 3:11-12
“For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one, and slew his brother. And for 
what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were 
righteous” (1 Jn. 3:11-12). The very first murder in history was religiously motivated! 
Here, the heart of man-made religion, which started with Cain, is exposed. History 
bears a bloody testimony that the greatest persecutor of God’s people has always 
been the religions of men, which at times have even called themselves “the Church”. 
Man-made religion or a Christ-centered relationship – Which do you have? Look at 
your own heart and you will see: the latter is characterized by love, the former by 
jealousy and hatred.	 Read Colossians 2:20-23; James 1:26-27
❏ Thursday - The Fragrance of Christ	 1 John 3:13
“Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you” (1 John 3:13). “For we are a 
fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who 
are perishing; to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from 
life to life” (2 Cor. 2:15).	 Read Luke 6:22-29
❏ Friday - Love Restored.	 1 John 3:16
Love survived the fall, but like the serpent, it slithered out of the garden and became 
base, earthy, carnal, self-centered. Now, in Christ, love is restored: “We know love by 
this, that [Christ] laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren” (1 Jn. 3:16). There it is - love is completely self-sacrificing, committed, loyal, 
and devoted. Go now this day and be to your family, to your church, and to this fallen 
world a walking, living, breathing definition of Christ’s love.	  Read 1 Cor. 13:1-13
❏ Saturday - An Old Family Recipe.	 1 John 3:19-24
“Here is an old recipe for confidence with God that has been in our family (the 
family of God) for thousands of years. [1] Start with the blood of Christ: “We have 
confidence to enter the holy place by the blood  of Jesus” (Heb. 10:19). [2] Next, add 
the fear of the Lord: “In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence” (Prov. 14:26). 
[3] Season with a clear conscience: “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we 
have confidence before God. [4] Stir in righteousness: “And the work of righteousness 
will be peace, and the service of righteousness, quietness and confidence forever” 
(Isa. 32:17). [5] Sweeten with an abiding spirit: “And now, little children, abide in 
Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from 
him in shame at His coming” (1 Jn 2:28, cf. 4:16-17).	 Read Hebrews 10:19-39
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Outline Notes

1 John 4:1-6
Test the Spirits

A.	A Call for Discernment.	 (v.1)

1.	 “do not believe every spirit”

2.	 “many false prophets”

B.	Test of Orthodoxy:	 (v.2-3)	

The Incarnation.

1.	 The Spirit of God: 		
Magnifies Christ.

2.	 The spirit of Antichrist: 		
Denies Christ.

C.	Spiritual Opponents.	 (v.4-6)

1.	 God’s people.

  •	 Guided by the Spirit of Truth.

  •	 They are overcomers.

  •	 Indwelt by one “greater”.

2.	 The World.

  •	 Guided by the spirit of error.

  •	 Follows worldly wisdom.



137

1 John 4:1-6, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - A Call for Discernment.	 1 John 4:1
We live in a day of mixed messages, hidden agendas, and veiled motives. And so we 
have need of “real knowledge and all discernment” (Phil. 1:9) through the careful 
study of God’s Word.	 Read 2 Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 5:14
❏ Tuesday - Please Don’t Feed the Animals!	 1 John 4:3
Antichrist is described in Scripture as: [1] a satanically possessed man of lawlessness 
at the end of time (2 Thess. 2:3-4); [2] a growing sentiment that is already in the 
world (1 Jn. 2:18, 4:3); and [3] a beastly monster that wages war against the saints 
(Rev. 13) and feeds on the sins of men. The world gorges the belly of that beast, but, 
O, when God’s people sin, the beast dines at the King’s table! Dear Christian, “Sin is 
crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it” (Gen. 4:7); 
but “sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace” 
(Rom. 6:14).	 Read Psalm 2
❏ Wednesday - Family of Overcomers.	 1 John 4:4
One theme in 1 John is this – God’s people are overcomers (2:13-14, 4:4, 5:4). 
Christian, you stand beside the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph who 
overcame great obstacles by faith in God. You link arms with great deliverers, 
conquerors, and generals, such as Moses, Joshua, and Caleb; and great kings, like 
David, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekiah, who were often vastly outnumbered by their 
enemies, but overcame through faith in the One who said, “In the world you have 
tribulation, but take courage, I have overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33). Yes, yours 
is the lineage of prophets and priests, like Jeremiah to whom God said, “And they 
will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for I am with you to deliver 
you,” declares the Lord (Jer. 1:19, cf. 15:20). Go out today, Christian, in the power 
of the Living God and overcome evil with good (Rom. 12:21), for we are more than 
conquerors, through Him who loved us (Rom. 8:37).    	 Read Hebrews 11
❏ Thursday - Greater is He.	 1 John 4:4
Our enemy, the devil, has many terrible weapons, but Christian, you really have only 
one. But the power of that One is more than all the combined arsenals of men and 
angels. The Lord Himself is your Weapon, your Shield, your Defender. He will fight 
for you (Deut. 20:4; 2 Chr. 20:17). Our enemy is clad in full battle array; what fool-
ishness it is to step onto the battlefield in our own strength! Put on the full armor of 
God (Eph. 6), which, if you haven’t already noticed, is Christ’s own character – yes, 
clothe yourself with Christ! (Rom 13:14). For “greater is He who is in you than he 
who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).	 Read Zechariah 4:6
❏ Friday - Countrymen, Lend Me Your Ear.	 1 John 4:5-6
Who are you listening to, the world or the Word?  “Better to listen to the rebuke of 
a wise man than the song of fools” (Eccl. 7:5). 	 Read Proverbs 1:5
❏ Saturday - Our Spirit Guide.	 1 John 4:6
More than any other time in history, people are looking for spiritual guidance. 
New Age philosophies, mysticism, channeling, and eastern meditation are on the 
uprise. Much of this nonsense is even being sucked into the great vacuum that exists 
throughout the church and given the Christian seal of approval. How does the Spirit 
guide us? Jesus said that the Spirit would “bring to your remembrance all that I said 
to you” (Jn. 14:26). Jesus’ Word is likened to a Rock (Mt. 7:24-27). The Spirit leads 
God’s people to the Rock. All other ground is sinking sand! If we wish to honor the 
Holy Spirit, then let us honor the Holy Scriptures that He inspired – by reading, 
studying, and applying them. Christian, the more of God’s Word you internalize, the 
more the Holy Spirit can guide you by bringing it to your remembrance at just the 
right time.	 Read Colossians 2:18
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Outline Notes

1 John 4:7-21
Agape Love

1.	 Love Defined.	 (v. 7-12)

a.	 Who?	 God	 (v. 7-8)

b.	 How?	 Through Christ.	 (v. 9)

c.	 What?	 Sacrifice.	 (v. 10)

d.	 Why?	 Because:   	

		 •  God first loved us	 (v. 11-12, 19)

		 •  God commands it.	 (v. 21)	

2.	 Love Authenticated.	 (v. 13-21)

Five tests to see if your love 
for God is real.

a.	 It is verified 	 (v. 13)	
	 by the Spirit.

b.	 It produces a clear 	 (v. 14-15)	
	 verbal testimony.

c.	 It abides.	 	 (v. 16)

d.	 It banishes 	 (v. 17-18)	
	 certain fears.

e.	 It has practical	 (v. 20-21)	
	 expression.
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1 John 4:7-21, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Our Birth Mark.	 1 John 4:7-8 
“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God” (1 Jn. 4:7). A leopard is known by its spots and a true 
Christian by his love. Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, 
if you love one another” (Jn. 13:35). When husband and wife are true disciples of 
Christ, then love is the distiguishing mark of their marriage. Likewise, when parent 
and child are His disciples, filial love will mark their interaction. Yes, “they will know 
we are Christians by our love” (song).	 Read John 13:34-35; 1 John 2:7-11

❏ Tuesday - God is Love.	 1 John 4:8 
Artemis, Diana, and Aphrodite were god’s of eros, sensual love, sex, and lust, but 
nowhere in the world’s pantheon of man-made deities do we find a god of covenantal 
love. Yet of the one true God, the Bible says, “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8). The idols of 
men offer them no comfort, but the Living God is “compassionate and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth…” (Ex. 34:6-7). Recall how the 
prophets of Baal assembled on Mount Carmel lashed and cut themselves to gain Baal’s 
attention, yet to no avail (1 Kgs 18:20-40). The Christian need never arouse Jehovah’s 
affections – He is love. In fact, everything that happens to the Christian is in some 
way an expression of God’s love.	    Read Psa. 115:3-8; Jer. 10:3-12; Isa. 146:5-7

❏ Wednesday - True Love Impossible Without Christ.	 1 John 4:9 
God’s Word commands “love one another” (1 Jn. 4:7). “But how can I love a spouse 
who despises me?” says one. Jesus said, “If you love only those that love you, what 
good is that, don’t even unbelievers do that?” (Lk. 6:32). Jesus said, “Apart from Me 
you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5); on the other hand, “I can do all things through [Christ] 
who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13). Yes, you can even love the unloving. We must love 
through Christ or we will never truly love at all.	 Read Mt. 5:43-47; Lk. 6:27-36

❏ Thursday - “God is Love” ≠ No Hell.	 1 John 4:17-18 
“A loving God would not send anyone to hell,” says a growing number of people. 
Yet God’s Word clearly states, there is a place of “torment” (Lk. 16:23-28; Rev. 14:11), 
of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mt. 8:12, 13:42, 13:50, 22:13, 24:51, 25:30), 
where men are cast “away from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thess. 1:9), into 
“outer darkness” (Mt. 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). God, who cannot lie, describes it in His 
Word as a “furnace of fire” (Mt. 13:42, 13:50), a “fiery hell” (Psa. 21:9; Mt. 5:22, 
18:9), a “lake of fire” (Rev. 19:20, 20:10, 20:14-15, 21:8), which burns with “fire 
and brimstone” (Psa. 11:6; Rev. 14:10), “forever and ever” (Rev. 14:11), a place of 
“eternal destruction” (2 Thess 1:9). If you fear this place, then run to Christ; He is 
your refuge from the wrath to come (1 Thess. 1:10, 5:9). But once in Christ fear no 
more. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” 
(Rom. 8:1). “By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the 
day of judgment …perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment” 
(1 John 4:17-18).	 Read Mt. 13:36-43; 2 Thess. 1:1-10

❏ Friday - Two Kinds of Fear of the Lord	 1 John 4:18 
The non-Christian should fear God’s wrath (Rom. 1:18-20), but the Christian should 
not (1 Jn. 4:18). Conversely, the Christian should have a holy fear, reverence, and 
awe of God’s character, though the non-Christian does not.	 Read Phil. 2:12

❏ Saturday - He First Loved Us.	 1 John 4:19 
“We love, because He first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19). The Christian’s heart reverberates 
the echo of God’s love.	 Read Romans 5:5-8	
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Outline Notes

1 John 5:1-13
Summary of First John - Five Assurances

“These things I have written to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you 

have eternal life”

You can know that you have 
eternal life …

1.	 IF you believe		
that Jesus is the Christ.	 (v. 1a)

2.	 IF you love 		
God’s Son.	 (v. 1b)

3.	 IF you obey 		
God’s commandments.	 (v. 2-3)

4.	 IF you overcome 		
the world by faith.	 (v. 4-5)

5.	 IF you have a relationship	 	
with the Son.	 (v. 11-12)
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1 John 5:1-13, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Jesus is the Christ.	 1 John 5:1
Jesus asked, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Upon the confession that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Church is built (Mt. 16:13-18). “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God” (1 Jn. 5:1). To believe that Jesus is the Christ is to believe the whole 
truth about Him – that He is the Anointed Prophet, Priest, King, Savior, Lord, 
and God.	 Read Isaiah 9:6-7
❏ Tuesday - A Package Deal.	 1 John 5:1
“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the 
Father loves the child born of Him” (1 Jn. 5:1). The most ardent Buddhist, Hindu, 
Moslem, or Jew knows nothing of God, experiences nothing, understands nothing. 
Why? Because he has rejected Christ. “Whoever denies the Son does not have the 
Father…” (1 Jn. 2:23, cf. Jn. 8:19). But of you, Christian, Jesus has said, “the Father 
Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth 
from the Father (Jn. 16:26).	 Read John 14:6-10
❏ Wednesday - Our Gift to God.	 1 John 5:3
What gift can the Christian give to the One who owns “the cattle on a thousand hills” 
(Psalm 50:10)? Just this: Faith that produces obedience. “For this is the love of God, 
that we keep His commandments” (1 Jn. 5:3).	 Read John 14:15, 21
❏ Thursday - Burden or Delight?	 1 John 5:3
God’s commandments “are not burdensome” (1  John 5:3); indeed, they are a 
delight to the righteous (Psa. 119:16,77). Yet, the unrighteous man feels that God’s 
commandments restrict his civil liberties; that is, his freedom to sin. How about you? 
Are God’s statutes a burden or a delight?	 Read Psalm 19:7-11
❏ Friday - The Hall of Faith.	 1 John 5:4
“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has 
overcome the world -- our faith” (1 Jn. 5:4). The world has its various halls of fame, 
but the church a Hall of Faith. Hebrews 11 records the exploits of its members “who 
by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, 
not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; and 
others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment” 
(v. 33-37). So then, ours is not a struggle for fame, popularity, or worldly notoriety, 
but rather “the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12).	Read Proverbs 3:5-6; Matt. 17:20
❏ Saturday - Life in the Son.	 1 John 5:12
Has Christ cost you a job, a marriage, a friendship, popularity, earthly treasures or 
pleasures? Dear Christian, do not despair. Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the 
kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times as much at this time and in the 
age to come, eternal life” (Lk. 18:29-30). “The man who has God for his treasure 
has all things in One” (Tozer). He who has the Son has the life! (1 Jn. 5:12). “He is 
no fool, who gives up what He cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose” (Jim Elliot, 
martyr in Ecuador, 1956).	 Read Phil. 1:21
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Outline Notes

1 John 5:14-15
Prayer That Prevails With God

“This is the confidence which we have 
before Him, that, if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us. 
And if we know that He hears us in 
whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the requests which we have asked 

from Him.”

Seven Requirements For
Effective Prayer

1.	 Salvation.	
(Prov. 1:28-29, 15:8; 1 Pet. 3:12)

2.	 No Unconfessed Sin.	
(Psa 66:18; Isa. 1:15; James 5:16)

	 •  Husbands - 1 Pet. 3:7	
•  Motives - James 4:3; Prov. 16:2

3.	 Faith in God.	
(Mt. 17:20; James 1:5-7) 

4.	 Importunity.	
(Lk. 11:5-10, 18:1-8; Jam. 5:16) 

	 •  Jacob - Genesis 32:26	
•  Moses - Exodus 32:32	
•  Elijah - James 3:17-18

5.	 Enlarged Expectations.	
(Eph. 3:20)

6.	 According to God’s Will.	
(1 John 5:14-15)

	 •  Jesus - Luke 22:42

7.	 In Jesus’ Name.	
(John 14:13-14)
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1 John 5:14-15, Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Prayer, It’s What the Children of God Do.	
“Nothing distinguishes the children of God so clearly and strongly as prayer. It is 
the one infallible mark and test of being a Christian. Christian people are prayerful; 
the worldly-minded, prayerless. Christians call on God; worldlings ignore God. … 
The first of beings, man, should also be the first in prayer. … It is man’s business to 
pray; and it takes manly men to do it. It is godly business to pray and it takes godly 
men to do it –  godly men who give over themselves entirely to prayer. … Today, as 
much as at any time, we need men of great faith and men who are great in prayer” 
(E. M. Bounds). My friends, let us measure our Christianity by these things, to see 
if indeed we are in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5).  	 Read Psalm 105:4; 1 Thess. 5:16-18
❏ Tuesday - Prayer Defined.	
“Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God, 
through Christ, in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God 
has promised, or according to His Word, for the good of the church, with submission 
in faith to the will of God” (Written by John Bunyan in 1649 from Bedford prison, 
England; imprisoned for preaching the Gospel). “Prayer is not always petition, 
sometimes it is just communion. It is the exquisite ministry of friendship” (J. H. 
Jowett). “Prayer is the breath of the church. When the church prays, the body is 
breathing; when the church stops praying the body is dead” (Dr. Ed Clowney). “Prayer 
is a wartime walkie talkie for spiritual warfare, not a domestic intercom to increase 
the comforts of the saints” (John Piper). “Prayer is unhurried conversation with God” 
(Unknown).	 Read Ephesians 6:18; Philippians 4:6
❏ Wednesday - No Ministry Without Prayer.	
“Praying men have been God’s deputies on earth; prayerless men have never been 
used of Him. … God’s secrets, councils, and cause have never been committed to 
prayerless men” (E. M. Bounds). Christian, if it is your desire that God should use 
you to impact your children, friends, neighbors, church and community and nation 
… then you must commit your life to prayer. Apart from prayer you can do nothing 
for God’s glory (John 15:5).	 Read Matthew 6:6; Colossians 4:2
❏ Thursday - Prayerless Praying.	
“We need to get rid of prayerless praying. Prayerless praying is insincere. We name in 
words what we do not want in heart. Our prayers give formal utterance to the things 
for which our hearts are not only not hungry, but for which they really have no taste. 
Prayerless praying divorces praying from living; it prays for humility, but nurtures 
pride; prays for self-denial, while indulging the flesh … the worst sinning is to sin 
on our knees” (E. M. Bounds). We all have a little routine prayer that we fire off to 
God when we are tired or in a hurry, but it is prayerless praying. Today, lay aside all 
formal, perfunctory [look up that word] praying and talk to God.	 Read Matt. 6:7
❏ Friday - Enlarged Expectations.	
Christian, do not limit in your thoughts what God can do by only praying for what is 
possible. Friend, God is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond all that we ask or 
think! (Eph. 3:20). When Jesus fed the 5000 there were twelve baskets of left-overs 
(Mt. 14:15-21). At the wedding in Cana, Jesus turned 180 gallons of water into the 
finest wine imaginable (Jn. 2:1-10). God “lavishes” the riches of His grace on us 
(Eph. 1:7-8). He blesses us until our “cup runneth over” (Psa. 23:5). “It does not 
become a king to be giving away pennies and nickels; He distributes large pieces of 
gold.” (Spurgeon). Christian, if what you are asking is for God’s eternal glory and 
not just for your short term comfort, then pray bigger prayers!	   Read Ephesians 3:20
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Outline Notes

Second John
Letter to the Chosen Lady

A. John’s Writings.
•	 Gospel of John	 ~ 90 AD	
	 (Theological narrative)
•	 Revelation	 ~ 95 AD	
	 (Apocalypse from Patmos)
•	 1, 2 & 3 John	 ~ 100 AD	
	 (Letters from Ephesus)	

B. Author & Audience.
•	 From: “the elder”	 v. 1a	
	 Greek: presbuteros
•	 To: “the chosen lady	 v. 1b	
	 and her children”

C. Church’s Character.
•	 Loved by: “all who 	 v. 1b	
	 know the truth”
•	 They: “walk in	 v. 4	
	 the truth”
•	 They: “love	 v. 5	
	 one another”
•	 They: “walk according	 v. 6	
	 to His commandments”	 	
	 (true love)

D. Warning: “Watch Out!”
•	 For: “many deceivers” 	 v. 7	
	 & “antichrist”
•	 Do not lose:   	 v. 8	
	 “a full reward”	

•	 They: “go to far” 	 v. 9

•	 He who receives them:  	 v. 10-11	
	 “participates in his evil”	

E. Closing.
•	 From:  “the children”	 v.  12-13 	
	 of your chosen sister”
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Second John Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - God’s Free Will.	 2 John 1:1
We hear a lot of talk about man’s free will, but what about God’s? Does God have a 
free will? Indeed He does, “Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases” 
(Psa. 115:3). And is God’s will subordinate to man’s? Never!  O Lord, “Thou canst do 
all things, and that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). But now, when 
God predestines a man to salvation and then in time regenerates his heart, giving him 
faith to believe, does He thereby violate that man’s free will? No, He changes his will: 
“The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever 
He wishes” (Prov. 21:1). Does not Christ have free will to choose His own Bride? 
Yes, and so it is that the Church is His “chosen lady” (2 Jn. 1:1).	 Ephesians 1:4-5

❏ Tuesday - Walk in the Truth.	 2 John 1:4
“I was very glad to find your children walking in truth, just as we have received 
commandment from the Father” (2 Jn. 1:4). God’s truth is not just good food 
for thought, nor just good chit-chat, but an opportunity to exercise our legs to 
walk in it.	 Read Eph. 4:1

❏ Wednesday - Better Than Sacrifice.	 2 John 1:6
“And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments” (2  Jn. 1:6). 
“Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the 
voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice…” (1  Sam.  15:22). 
“Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth” 
(1 Jn. 3:18).	 Read Psalm 51:16-17

❏ Thursday - The Litmus Test.	 2 John 1:7
John warns us that “many deceivers have gone out into the world…” (2 Jn. 1:7), “For 
such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles 
of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds” (2 Cor. 11:13). Christ 
commended the church at Ephesus, saying, “…you put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false” (Rev. 2:2). 
God’s Word is the litmus test and more than ever God’s people need to know it, lest 
we be mislead.	 Read Matthew 24:24

❏ Friday - Eternal Reward.	 2 John 1:8
Christians, “Watch yourselves, that you might not lose what we have 
accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward” (2 Jn. 1:8). In addition 
to salvation, their are incalculable rewards to be won or lost, based upon 
faithfulness to the Lord. Christ has put this carrot before us: “Behold, I am 
coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according 
to what he has done” (Rev. 22:12).	 Read 1 Cor. 3:11-15 

❏ Saturday - Don’t Go Too Far!	 2 John 1:9
“Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have 
God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son” (2 Jn. 1:9). 
As guardians entrusted with the stewardship of the Gospel, God’s people are cautioned 
not to “go too far” by speculating about things not clearly revealed in Scripture. 
Instead we are to “refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce 
quarrels. And the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, 
able to teach, patient when wronged” (2 Tim. 2:23-24).	 Read 1 Timothy 1:3-7
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Outline Notes

Third John
Examples of a True & False Shepherd

A. Gaius - A True Shepherd.		
	 (Pastor in Pergamum?)

•	 “beloved” (4x)	 v. 1, 2, 5, 11

•	 “I pray” for “good health”	 v. 2

•	 “Walking in the truth”	 v. 3-4

•	 “hospitality”	 v. 5-8

•	 “love”	 v. 6

B. Diotrophes - Its All About Me.		
	 (Rival Neighboring Pastor?)

•	 “loves to be first”	 v. 9

•	 “does not accept” counsel	 v. 9

•	 “accusing us with	 v. 10	
	   wicked words”

•	 “he himself does not	 v. 10	
	   receive the brethren”

•	  he excommunicates 	 v. 10	
	  those who do

•	  do not imitate Him 	 v. 11

C. Demetrius - Missionary Light.		
	 (Deliverer of this letter?)

•	  he “has received a good	 v. 12	
	  testimony from everyone”
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Third John Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Dearly Beloved.	 3 John 1:1
Gaius is called “beloved“ (3 John 1:1) as are all God’s people (Jude 1:1). This is the 
Lord’s indelible brand upon His sheep which cannot be removed or fade with time, 
for He loves His people with an everlasting love (Jer. 31:3). It is Christ’s wedding 
vow to His Bride, the Church, whom He cherishes (Eph. 5:29). Here, in one word, 
is God’s relation to His people – “Beloved”! It motivates His every thought toward 
you, Christian; moves His hand to act on your behalf; and pours forth with His 
deepest affection. 	 Read Romans 8:39, 9:25 

❏ Tuesday - Sovereignty in Prayer.	 3 John 1:2
John prayed that Gaius would “prosper and be in good health” (3 John 1:2), and yet we 
recognize that God may answer or alter such prayers according to His will. In certain 
situations He may say, “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 Cor. 12:7-10). But if the Lord 
should deny us of some earthly pleasure or treasure (Prov. 30:8), or allow physical 
illness to touch our lives (2 Cor. 12:7-10), it is only to equip us to better serve Him 
and glorify His name. So here is the question: “Shall we  indeed accept good from 
God and not accept adversity?” (Job 2:10). Yes, “in all things we overwhelmingly 
conquer through  Him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37). “The Lord giveth and the Lord 
taketh away. Blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). 	Read Philippians 4:11-13 

❏ Wednesday - Walk in the Truth.	 3 John 1:3-4
The paralytic whom Jesus healed (Mark 2:1-12) may have dreamed about walking, 
but dreaming is not walking. He may have understood the mechanics of walking, 
or at times talked about walking, but not until he took his first step did he actually 
walk! So also, “walking in the truth,” as Gaius is commended for here, is more than 
understanding or even talking about God’s Word. It is the integration of God’s truth 
into daily routine, when our profession and practice, creed and conduct meet in 
perfect agreement. 	 Read Luke 9:23 

❏ Thursday - Train Them to Walk.	 3 John 1:4
I recently visited a very seasoned Christian couple’s home and on the wall hung this 
Scripture, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth” 
(3 John 1:4). These words not only express the apostle’s sentiment toward the church, 
but every true Christian parent’s thoughts toward his children. If we train our children 
to walk in the truth, God makes this promise: “Train up a child in the way he should go, 
even when he is old he will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). 	   Read Proverbs 19:18 

❏ Friday - Open House.	 3 John 1:5-6
John commended Gaius for his hospitality toward the saints (3  Jn. 1:5-6). But 
what John commends, Hebrews commands: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by this some have entertained angels unaware” (Heb. 13:2). Christian, 
your residence, big or small, rented or owned, is a resource, given by God not to be 
selfishly managed, but graciously shared. It is to be an open house and hospitality 
center for the lost and found. 	 Read Romans 12:13 

❏ Saturday - The Last Shall be First	 3 John 1:9
Diotrophes loved to be first (3 Jn. 1:9), but in eternity life runs in reverse, for we read 
“the last shall be first, and the first last” (Mt. 20:16). If you want to be great in God’s 
kingdom, learn to be the servant of all (Mt. 20:25-28).	 Read Matthew 23:11-12 
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Jude
Written by 

The Jude the Half-Brother
of Jesus Christ

~60-70 A.D.
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        Jude (Judas) in the New Testament

1.  Apostle Jude (AKA Thaddeus). 

Jude (or Judas), also called Thaddaeus (Matt. 10:3; Mk. 3:18), or 
Lebbaeus (Matt. 10:3, KJV), was one of the twelve Apostles (Lk. 6:16; 
Jn. 14:22). Some translations render Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13, “Judas 
the brother of James”, since the Greek does not give the exact 
relationship. But the Syriac Peshitta, dated to the fourth century 
or earlier, does supply the word “son”. Consequently, numerous 
translations read “Judas the son of James.” Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 
says that He was crucified at Edessa in AD 72.

2.  Jude, Half-Brother of Jesus. t AUTHOR

After the immaculate conception of Jesus, Mary and Joseph had four 
other sons, James, Joses (Joseph Jr.), Simon, and Judas (Mt. 13:55-
56; Mk. 6:3). This, Judas or Jude was “the brother of James” (Jude 
1:1) and half brother of Jesus, and is identified as the author of the 
Epistle of Jude, which he probably wrote between AD 70-80. Secular 
records record that Jude had grandchildren who were questioned by 
the Roman Emperor Domitian who, after hearing their testimony, set 
them free. During the three years of Jesus’ public ministry, Jude did not 
believe that Jesus was the Son of God (Jn. 7:5). After His resurrection, 
Jesus appeared to his brother James (1 Cor. 15:7), and James may 
have been instrumental in Jude’s conversion. In any case, Jude, as 
well as his brothers Joseph and Simon, became missionaries who 
traveled about to spread the gospel of Jesus (cf. 1 Cor. 9:5).

3.  Judas Iscariot.

Jesus chose Judas, “the son of Simon Iscariot” (Jn. 6:71) as one of His 
twelve apostles (Mt. 10:2-4; Lk. 6:13-16), knowing full well that Judas 
would betray Him (Mt. 26: 21-25). Judas was a thief who stole from 
the money box that the disciples had to live on (Jn. 12:4-6). At the Last 
Supper, Satan entered into Judas (Lk. 22:3; Jn. 13:27), who betrayed 
Jesus for thirty pieces of gold (Mt. 26:15). Judas was neither a true 
Christian or apostle, since one cannot be a true apostle without seeing 
Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 1:21‑22; 1 Cor. 9:1), which Judas did not see 
because he hung himself beforehand (Mt. 27:3-5). 
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Jude’s 24 Marks of False Teachers

4

•	 “crept in [to the church] unnoticed”

•	 “ungodly persons”

•	 “turn the grace of our God into licentiousness”

•	 “deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ”

8-9 

•	 “defile the flesh” (v. 8)

•	 “reject authority” (v. 8)

•	 “revile angelic majesties” (v. 8-9)

10-13

	 Seven Analogies. False teachers are:

•	 “like unreasoning animals (v. 10)

•	 like three notorious rebels: Cain, Balaam, and Korah (v. 11)

•	 “hidden reefs” (v. 12)

•	 “clouds without water” (v. 12)

•	 “autumn trees without fruit” (v. 12)

•	 “wild waves of the sea” (v. 13)

•	 “wandering stars” (v. 13)

16

•	 “grumblers” (v. 16)

•	 “fault finders” (v. 16)

•	 “following after their own lusts” (v. 16)

•	 “speak arrogantly” (v. 16)

•	 “flatter people for the sake of gaining advantage (v. 16)

18

•	 “mockers” (v. 18)

•	 “following after their own ungodly lusts” (v. 18)

•	 “cause divisions” (v. 19)

•	 “worldly-minded” (v. 19)

•	 “devoid of the Spirit” (v. 19)
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Outline Notes

Jude 1:1-4
Contend Earnestly for the Faith!

	A.	 Author.	 Jude 1:1

	 •	 Jesus’ half-brother.	 Mt. 13:55

	 •	 An early unbeliever.	 John 7:5

	 •	 With the 120.	 Acts 1:14

	 •	 Now a bondservant.	 Jude 1:1, 4

	B.	 Audience.	 Jude 1:1

	 •	 Called, loved, kept	 Phil. 1:6	
(passive action).	

C.	Admonition.	 Jude 1:3

	 •	 Contend earnestly.	 1 Tim. 6:12

	 •	 For The faith,	 Acts 6:7	
a set of truths.

	 •	 Once delivered.	 2 Pet. 1:3

D.	Alert.	 Jude 1:4

	 •	 Certain persons 	 Mt. 13:24-30	
crept in unnoticed. 	 36-43

	 •	 Grace abusers.	 Gal. 5:13

	 •	 Deeds that deny 	 Rom. 2:21-24	

Christ’s Lordship.
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Jude 1:1-4 Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Crown Him Lord of All!	 Jude 1:1
Jesus had four half-brothers: James, Joseph [Jr.], Simon, and Jude (Mt. 13:55), and 
at least two half-sisters (Mt. 13:56). Two of His half-brothers, James and Jude, went 
on to write the New Testament epistles bearing their names. In Jude’s tiny epistle he 
never refers to his big brother simply as “Jesus” (the same is true in James’ epistle), 
but always as “Jesus Christ” (6x, i.e. Jesus the Messiah), or as “our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(4x), or “Master” (v.4). Moreover, Jude refers to himself, not as Jesus’ half-brother 
according to the flesh, but as “a bond-servant of Jesus Christ” (v.1) according to the 
Spirit! This is remarkable considering that during Jesus’ earthly life His brothers did 
not believe in Him (Jn. 7:5). What caused the change? Scripture gives us the answer: 
When the Holy Spirit fell upon the 120 in the upper room, Jesus’ brothers were there 
(Acts 1:14). Nothing short of the Holy Spirit can chase away doubts. Nothing less 
than the Spirit’s fullness can move a man to enthrone Jesus as “Master and Lord” 
(Jude 1:4). Christian, “be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) and “sanctify Christ 
as Lord in your heart” (1 Pet. 3:15).	 Read Revelation 19:11-16
❏ Tuesday - Called Out.	 Jude 1:1
Jude writes “to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for 
Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:1). The church (Gk. ekklasia, a compound word from ek “out” 
and kaleo “to call”) is made up of those who are called out. “By faith Abraham, 
when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for 
an inheritance” (Heb. 11:8). And so it is, all who are of a like faith as Abraham are 
called out to receive their inheritance. Christian, “you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” 
(1 Pet. 2:9).	 Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Revelation 18:1-5
❏ Wednesday - Contend for the Faith.	 Jude 1:3
Jude exhorts us, “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our 
common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3). Dear 
Christian, “always be ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Pet. 3:15); 
“be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience 
and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:2). 	 Read Daniel 12:3
❏ Thursday - Once for All Times.	 Jude 1:3
The Gospel has been delivered to the saints “once for all” (Jude 1:3). No subsequent 
revelation is necessary, for in the Gospel we have “everything pertaining to life 
and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3). What the Church needs in the 21st century is not a new 
revelation, but an ancient path.	 Read Jerermiah 6:16, 18:15
❏ Friday - Believers, Unbelievers, and Make-Believers.	 Jude 1:4
Not everyone who calls Jesus “Lord” is a Christian, nor everyone who joins a church 
(Matt. 7:21). Jesus warned that there would be tares among the wheat (Mt. 13:24-30, 
36-43). Tares are weeds that look like wheat but bear no head of grain at harvest. 
So  too, in every church there are believers, unbelievers and make-believers. 
How can you tell them apart? Jesus said, “You will know them by their fruits” 
(Mt. 7:20).	 Read Matthew 3:8, 7:15-20; Ephesians 5:9
❏ Saturday - Denial in Deed.	 Jude 1:4
If we call Christ “Lord” with our lips (Mt. 7:21), but deny Him with our deeds, is He 
really our Savior and Lord?	 Read Romans 2:21-24
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Outline Notes

Jude 1:5-7
God’s Judgment: Three Lessons From History

1.	 Israel in the Wilderness.	
(Jude 1:5)

	a.	 Deliverance by Miracles.	 	
(Exodus, chap. 7-12, 14, 16:1-7, 17:1-7)

	b.	 Doubt & Disbelief.		
(Numbers, chap. 13-14)

	c.	 Death March in the Wilderness.		
(Numbers 14:33-34)

	d.	 Did God’s Promises Fail?	 	
(Rom. 2:28-29, 9:7-8; Gal. 3:7, 28-29)
Lesson #1: God is no respecter of 
nationality or family association.

2.	 Fallen Angels.		
(Jude 1:6)

	a.	 Day One: Happy Birthday!	 	
(Ex. 20:11; Psa. 148:2, 5; Job 38:4, 7)

	b.	 Devil’s Folly.	 	
(Isaiah 14: 12-15; Ezekiel 28:14-17)

	c.	 Demonic Revolt.		
(Rev. 12:4)

	d.	 Detained in Darkness.		
(Jude 1:6; Rev. 20:2)
Lesson #2: God is no respecter 

of power or position.

3.	 Sodom & Gomorrah.		
(Jude 1:7)

	a.	 Desirable Location.	 	
(Gen. 13:10)	

	b.	 Dad’s Dumbest Decision.		
(Gen. 13:7-9, 11-12, chap. 19)

	c.	 Depraved Population.		
(Gen. 13:13, 18:20)	

	d.	 Death valley & the Dead Sea.	 	
(Gen. 19:24-25)
Lesson #3: God is no respecter of 

prosperity or popularity.
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Jude 1:5-7 Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - They Walked by Sight and Not by Faith.	 Jude 1:5
God delivered Israel out of bondage in Egypt through ten miraculous plagues upon the 
Egyptians (Ex.  chap. 7-12). He led the people of Israel in a pillar of cloud by day and 
a pillar of fire by night (Ex. 13:21-22). He parted the Red Sea so that Israel crossed 
on dry land (Ex. 14). He provided manna from heaven to feed them (Ex. 16:1‑7), and 
water out of a rock to satisfy their thirst (Ex. 17:1-7). Yet that generation died in the 
wilderness in unbelief (Jude 1:5). How could they have seen all of those miraculous 
signs and not believe? Their fatal error was this: they walked by sight and not by 
faith (cf. 2 Cor. 5:7). “Without faith it is impossible to please God, for he who comes 
to Him must believe that He exists and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).	 Read Hebrews, chapter 11
❏ Tuesday - No Salvation By Association.	 Jude 1:5
Many Jews believed that simply being a descendant of Abraham was a “Get Out of 
Hell Free Card.” And yet it truly was a great spiritual advantage to be born in the 
nation of Israel. For to Israel was given the Law and the prophets, and through Israel 
came the Messiah. Nevertheless, it is not by sharing the same genetics as Abraham 
that one is saved, but by sharing the same faith in God. Paul writes, “It is those who 
are of faith who are sons of Abraham” (Gal 3:7), and “if you belong to Christ, then 
you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise” (Gal 3:29; cf. Rom. 2:28-29, 
4:13‑14,  8:14, 9:8). But the same can be said of the child born in a Christian home 
today. To be sure, it is a great advantage to be born to Christian parents, or go to a 
Christian school, or attend a Christian church, but these things cannot save anyone 
without faith in Christ, for God does not save by association.	 Read Luke 3:8
❏ Wednesday - God is No Respecter of Position.	 Jude 1:6
Within the six literal days of creation God created the angels (Ex. 20:11), most 
likely on the first day (Job 38:4, 7). But Lucifer, one of God’s anointed cherubim 
(Ezek. 28:14), was filled with pride because of his great beauty (Ezek. 28:17), and 
internally filled with violence (Ezek. 28:16), as he contemplated usurping God’s throne 
(Isa. 14:13‑14). And when Lucifer and one third of the angels revolted they were 
cast out of heaven (Rev. 12:4). Jude cites God’s judgment of these once glorious and 
exalted angels (Jude 1:6), as an example that God shows no preferential treatment to 
those who have great power or position.	 Read Jeremiah 9:23-24
❏ Thursday -  God is Not For Richer or For Poorer.	 Jude 1:7
Sodom and Gomorrah were among five cites at the southern end of the Jordan Valley 
(Gen. 14:8), which in that day “was well watered everywhere … like the garden of the 
Lord” (Gen. 13:10). But today the whole area where the ruins of these ancient cities 
have been discovered is a burned-out wasteland near the Dead Sea. What happened? 
God rained fire and brimstone [sulfur] upon these cities (Gen. 19:24), because they 
“indulged in gross immorality” (Jude 1:7, cf. Gen. 13:13). As our own nation follows 
a similar course, Christian, you must be an ambassador for Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:20), 
and warn your countrymen that God does not show favoritism toward even a 
prosperous people, and He can take it all away in an instant!	 Read Proverbs 14:34
❏ Friday - No Problem With Theodicy.	 Jude 1:7
One atheist writes, “In a world that knows evil, an all-powerful god responsible for all 
creation must be evil. That interpretation is unavoidable and certain.” But the atheist 
should be thankful that God does not immediately judge evil, for then there would be 
nothing left of the atheist. But thanks be to God, He is long-suffering, giving people 
time to repent, so they are without excuse. But eventually judgment will fall, as Jude 
reminds us here concerning the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Jude 1:7). 
One day God will destroy all evil and create “new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13). 	 Read Psalm 14:1
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Outline Notes

Jude 1:8-19
The Way of the Righteous & the Wicked

1.	The Way of Cain.		
(Jude 1:11)

	a.	 Blood sacrifice established.	 	
(Gen. 3:7, 21)

	b.	 Man-made religion.		
(Gen. 4:3-5)

	c.	 Regulative principle of worship.		
(1 John 3:10-12)

2.	The Error of Balaam.		
(Jude 1:11)

	a.	 Prophet for profit.	 	
(Num. 22-24)

	b.	 Dumber than a donkey.	 	
(Num. 22:21-31; 2 Pet. 2:15-16)

	c.	 Unequal yoke.	 	
(Num. 25:1-9; 2 Cor. 6:14-18)

3.	The Rebellion of Korah.	
(Jude 1:11)

	a.	 He incited rebellion.		
(Num. 16:1-3)	

	b.	 God’s judgment.	 	
(Num. 16:32-33, 35)

	c.	 Respect for authority.	 	
(Rom. 13:1-7)	

4.	The Prophet Enoch.		
(Jude 1:14-15)

	a.	 Only the good die young. 	 	
(Gen. 5:1-24)	

	b.	 He walked with God.		
(Gen. 5:22-24; Heb. 11:5; Col. 1:10)

	c.	 Prophecy of judgment.	 	
(Jude 1:14-15)
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Jude 1:8-19 Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Angelic Majesties.	 Jude 1:8-10
“And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon 
and his angels …” (Rev. 12:7). Behind the curtain that veils the spiritual realm from 
earthly eyes great battles are being waged between archangels, the prince of darkness, 
and armies of angels (cf. Dan. 10:11-13). Jude records one such altercation, when 
he writes, “But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued 
about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but 
said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” (Jude 1:9). Though this curious little passage perhaps 
raises more questions then it answers, Jude uses it to instruct us not to revile authority, 
not even evil angelic authorities. Christian, in all of your fiery trials do not curse the 
devil, but instead talk to the Lord. Cast all of your anxiety on Him, because He cares 
for you (1 Pet. 5:7).	 Read 1 Peter 5:6-10; James 4:7
❏ Tuesday - The Way of Cain.	 Jude 1:11
Adam and Eve tried to cover themselves with fig leaves after the Fall (Gen. 3:7), 
but God shed blood to cover their sin (Gen. 3:21; cf. Heb. 9:22). For this reason 
Abel’s animal sacrifice was accepted and Cain’s grain offering rejected (Gen. 4:3‑5; 
cf.1 John 3:12). The “way of Cain,” condemned in Jude 1:11, is the way of man-made 
religion. And at the heart of man-made religion is not love for God or my neighbor 
(Matt. 22:35‑40), but hatred. And so we see that the first murder in human history 
was religiously motivated, as Cain rose up and killed his brother Abel over a religious 
sacrifice (Gen. 4:8). By this we may judge whether we have authentic Christianity or 
man-made religion: Is it producing love or hatred?	 Read 1 John 3:10-12, 4:20-21
❏ Wednesday - The Error of Balaam.	 Jude 1:11
Balaam was a prophet for profit. Balaak, the king of Moab, hired Balaam to pronounce 
a curse upon Israel (Num. 22-24). When that failed, Balaam counselled the Moabites 
to seduce Israel with their daughters and their pagan religion  (Num. 25:1-9, 31:16). 
Christian, beware of an unequal yoke.	 Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
❏ Thursday - The Rebellion of Korah. 	 Jude 1:11
Korah led a rebellion of 250 leaders of the tribes of Israel against Moses and Aaron 
(Num. 16:1-3), and the earth opened up and swallowed Korah alive (Num. 16:32-33), 
and fire consumed the 250 leaders (Num. 16:35). Let us respect, honor and obey those 
whom God has appointed in authority over us.	 Read Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:17
❏ Friday - Enoch Walked With God.	 Jude 1:14
All of the antediluvian (pre‑flood) patriarchs lived nearly a thousand years, except 
for Enoch, the seventh generation from Adam (Jude 1:14; Gen.  5:1‑24). At the 
tender age of 365, God took Enoch so that he did not see death, “for he obtained the 
witness that before he was taken up he was pleasing to God” (Heb. 11:5). The Bible 
declares that “Enoch walked with God” (Gen. 5:22-24), a distinction not given to 
any before him. What was the unique quality of this man’s walk that the world could 
not hold him? O Lord, may your people today, at the end of the ages, obtain the same 
testimony as our brother, Enoch, who, at the beginning of time walked with You.
Read these “walk” verses: 2 Cor. 5:7; Gal. 5:16, 25; Eph. 2:10, 4:1, 5:8; 1 John 1:6-7
❏ Saturday - The Prophet Enoch.	 Jude 1:14-15
Enoch, “prophesied, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His 
holy ones, to execute judgment upon all’” (Jude 1:14‑15). Was Enoch referring to 
the Flood that was to come upon the earth 700 years later (Gen. chap. 6-8), or to the 
Final Judgment at the end of the age? Christian, “be on the alert, for you do not know 
which day your Lord is coming” (Mt, 24:42).	 Read Matthew 24:37-42
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Outline Notes

Jude 1:17-23
Fourfold Last-Days Ministry

1.	Be Contenders, Not 
Fodder For Fools.		
(Jude 1:17-19)

	a.	 Last days forecast: 	
		  - spiritual cooling (Matt. 24:12)

		  - global warming (2 Pet. 3:10-12)

	b.	 Mockers vs. morality.	 	
(Jude 1:17-19)

	c.	 Disciplers vs. debaters.		
(Matt. 28:19; Prov. 23:9)

2.	Build-Up Yourselves 		
In Faith. 		
(Jude 1:20)

	a.	 Dead men cannot believe.		
(Eph. 2:1)

	b.	 Faith is sovereignly given.	 	
(Eph. 2:8; Phil. 1:29; Acts 13:48)

	c.	 Faith must be exercised.	 	
(Phil. 2:12; James 2:17)

3.	Keep Yourselves 		
in Love. 		
(Jude 1:21)

	a.	 God sovereignly keeps us.	 	
(Jude 1:1, 24)

	b.	 Human responsibility.	  	
(Jude 1:21)

	c.	 No dilemma, just duty.	 	
(James 1:22)

4.	Be a Rescuer, Not		
a Rubber-Necker. 		
(Jude 1:22-23)

	a.	 Your neighbor’s house is on fire!		
(Jude 1:23)	

	b.	 I desire compassion.		
(Matt. 9:13)
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Jude 1:17-23 Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Last Days Ministries.	 Jude 1:17-19
Jude writes, “But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken 
beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to 
you, ‘In the last time there will be mockers … (Jude 1:17-18). The Bible calls the 
New Testament age “the last days” (Acts 2:17; Heb. 1:1-2; 1 Pet. 1:20; Jam. 5:3). 
We are last days Christians, with this last days ministry: “Go and make disciples” 
(Matt. 28:19).	 Read Matthew 24:14

❏ Tuesdays - There are No Moral Mockers.	 Jude 1:17-19
Again Jude writes, “But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken 
beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, 
‘In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.’ These 
are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit” (Jude 1:17‑19). 
Show me a person who mocks Christ, Christianity, the Bible, and the Church, and 
I will show you, without exception, one who is living an immoral life. There are no 
moral mockers. Their denial of the existence of a God to whom they are accountable 
is driven by their immoral lifestyle. Nevertheless, God has left His fingerprints all 
over His Creation, so they are without excuse (Rom. 1:18-20). The Christian’s job 
is not to engage the mocker in debate (Prov. 23:9), but to contend earnestly for the 
faith with honest inquirers. Read Psalm 14:1; Proverbs 14:7, 18:2, 23:9, 26:4-5

❏ Wednesday - Build Yourself Up in Faith.	 Jude 1:20
Faith  is  a fruit of the Spirit, not a work of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-23). God must 
sovereignly give faith for a person to believe in His Son, Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8; 
Phil. 1:29; Acts 13:48), because dead men cannot believe (Eph. 2:1). But now that 
God has caused you to be born again (1 Pet. 1:3), and given you faith to believe, 
Christian, you have an active part in the development of your faith. Like a muscle, 
you must exercise it against resistance, and work it out to make it grow (Phil. 2:12). 
For this reason, Jude commands you to “build yourself up on your most holy faith” 
(Jude  1:20). But don’t worry, God is still with you to superintend your growth 
(Phil. 1:6).	 Read Ephesians 4:14-16

❏ Thursday - Pray in the Spirit.	 Jude 1:20
Jude encourages Christians to pray in the Holy Spirit (Jude 1:20), for this is the only 
true prayer. Prayer is spiritual business and it takes spiritual men and women to do it, 
men and women who have been regenerated and renewed by the Spirit (Titus 3:5), 
who are filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18), and who walk by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 25). 
Only these can pray in the Spirit. Prayer is for spiritual warfare and only those who 
pray in the Spirit can fight this battle.	 Read Ephesians 6:18

❏ Friday - Keep Yourselves.	 Jude 1:21
Christian, You are “kept for Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:1). Yes, God “is able to keep you” 
(Jude 1:24), by His sovereign power (1 Pet. 1:5; John 10:27-29). Yet, in the very 
same epistle, God’s Word commands you to “keep yourselves in the love of God” 
(Jude  1:21). So here we see God’s sovereignty and human responsibility taught 
side‑by‑side, both are true. Your job is not to reconcile these two truths, but only to 
do your part: keep yourself in the love of God.	 Read John 1:12-13 

❏ Saturday - Rescuers Down Under.	 Jude 1:22-23
What decent citizen with an ounce of compassion would pass by a burning house 
and not try to rescue those inside? Christian, your neighbor’s house is on fire with 
the very fires of hell! Though some reject our help, we must “save others, snatching 
them out of the fire” (Jude 1:23).	 Read 1 Corinthians 3:15
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Outline Notes

Jude 1:24-25
The Only God

1.	The Able God. 		
(Jude 1:24)

	a.	 Showdown in Egypt.	 	
(Exodus, chap. 7-12)

	b.	 Showdown on Mount Carmel.		
(1 Kings 18:20-39)

	c.	 Showdown in Babylon.	 	
(Daniel 2:26-27, 47; 3:17, 29; 6:20)

	d.	 Showdown in America.		
(Matthew 6:24) 

	e.	 Application: 		
Choose whom you will serve.	 	
(Joshua 24:15)

2.	The Only God. 		
(Jude 1:25)

	a.	 Sh’ma Yisrael.		
(Deut 6:4)

	b.	 Elohim: One plural God. 		
(Gen. 1:1, 26; Mt. 3:16-17, 28:19)

	c.	 There is none beside Thee.		
(Isaiah 45:5-6, 21-22)

	d.	 The only Savior.	 	
(Isaiah 43:11; Acts 4:12)

	e.	 Application: 		
Put your hope in God.	 	
(Psalm 42:5; 1 Peter 5:7)

	3.	The Eternal God. 		
(Jude 1:25)

	a.	 Before all time.		
(Jude 1:25; Psalm 90:2; Isa. 57:15, KJV)

	b.	 God’s Self-delight. 		
(Jer. 9:24; Ex. 34:6)

	c.	 God is Self-sufficient.	 	
(Acts 17:25)

	d.	 God’s choice to love you.	 	
(Eph. 1:4-5; Jer. 31:3)

	e.	 Application: 		
Enter into His Joy.	 	
(Matt. 25:21)
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Jude 1:24-25 Bible Devotions
❏ Monday - Sophisticated Idol Worshippers.	 Jude 1:24
Throughout the Old Testament, Scripture compares God who is “Almighty” (57x), 
to  man-made gods that are blind, deaf and dumb (Psa. 115:2-8), and therefore 
powerless to help those who worship them (1 Kings 18:20-39 ; Isa. 46:5-7; Jer. 10:3‑6). 
But someone may say, “We live in the twenty-first century and we are not primitive 
idol worshippers.” True enough, we are sophisticated idol worshippers! We may 
have discarded the statues, but we still worship the same things they did: sex, money, 
property, power, pleasure, etc. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24).	 Read Isaiah 40:18-31

❏ Tuesday - Our God is Able!	 Jude 1:24
Scripture says it over and over again, our God is able: “God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us” (Dan. 3:17); “God is able to make all grace abound to you” (2 Cor. 9:8); 
He “is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20); 
“He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day” (2 Tim. 1:12); “He is 
able to come to the aid of those who are tempted” (Heb. 2:18); “He is able also to 
save forever those who draw near to God” (Heb. 7:25); He “is able to keep you from 
falling, and present you unstained before the presence of His glory, blameless with 
great joy” (Jude 1:24).	 Read Daniel, chapter 3

❏ Wednesday - The One and Only!	 Jude 1:24
The Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians Greeks and Romans were all 
polytheists; that is, they believed in many gods (Acts 17:10-34), and today Hindus 
and Mormons believe in millions of gods. But Yahweh is not one god among millions. 
“I  am the Lord, and there is no other; besides Me there is no God (Isa.  45:5-6, 
cf. 21‑22). Since there is but one God, to whom shall we go for help (Psa 46:1); and 
upon whom shall we cast our cares (1 Pet. 5:7), and put all of our hope? (Psa. 71:5). 
“Blessed is he … whose hope is the Lord” (Psa. 146:5).	 Read Psalm 42:5

❏ Thursday - One is NOT the Loneliest Number.	 Jude 1:25
The Bible declares that God delights in lovingkindness, justice and righteousness 
(Jer. 9:24). And since God Himself is the epitome of all of these virtues (Ex. 34:6), then 
His ultimate joy and delight is in Himself! For men or angels to delight in themselves 
is the peak of pride (cf. Satan’s fall: Ezek. 28:14-17; Isa. 14:12-15), yet for God to 
delight in Himself is a necessary expression, for He is the paragon of all perfection. 
Did God create the universe, angels, and people because He was lonely? No! In the 
solitude of endless eternity “before all time” (Jude 1:25), before there was anything 
but God, the Lord was (and still is) enjoying His own internal perfection. Man’s chief 
end, then, is to enter into God’s joy [in Himself] (Matt. 25:21).	  Read Philippians 4:4

❏ Friday - God’s Love is Not Needy.	 Jude 1:25
Science tells us that time, space and matter are so integrally tied together, that one 
cannot exist without the other two. So then it follows that, before God created the 
universe, there was no time. God  inhabited a timeless eternity (Isa. 57:12, KJV),  
“before all time,” as Jude says (Jude 1:25), in which there was nothing but God. 
This  requires that God is Self-sufficent (Acts 17:25); that is, God does not need 
anything outside of Himself, which also means that God does not need me or you. 
But that is a good thing, for if God loved you, Christian, because He needed you, then 
He could stop loving you when you cease to meet His needs. But no, God loves you 
because He irrevocably chose to (Rom. 11:29), purely out of the kind intention of His 
will (Eph. 1:4-5). O what manner of love is this! (1 John 3:1).  	Read Ephesians 1:4-5
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Outline Notes

Jude 1:24-25
He is Able to Keep You

	 God The Father. 
E	 His decree of Election 		

has no amendments.		
(Eph. 1:4-5; Rom. 8:30; Job 42:2)

T	 His Transcendent Power 	
has no equal opponents.		
(Jn. 10:27-29; 2 Tim 1:12; 1 Pet. 1:5) 

E	 His Everlasting Love 
has no expiration date.		
(Jer. 31:3; Psa. 103:17; Rom. 8:38-39) 

	 God The Son. 
R	 He is our Redeemer whose 

cross-work was a 100% success.		
(John 6:37-39)

N	 Our debt is Nailed to His cross 
and marked “Paid in Full.”	 	
(Col. 2:13-14; Rom. 8:1)

A	 He is our Advocate, who ever 
intercedes for His people.		
(Heb. 7:25; John 17:9; 1 John 2:1)

	 God The Spirit. 
L	 He is our Lifetime Seal of 

approval preventing tampering.		
(Eph. 1:3, 4:30)

L	 His Life-Changing power 
transforms slaves into sons.		
(Rom. 8:14-16)

I	 He eternally Indwells 		
His people.		
(Rom. 8:9, 11; 1 Cor. 3:16)

	 Conclusion. 
F	 God always Finishes 

what He starts.		
(Phil. 1:6; Rom. 8:30; 1 Cor. 1:8)

E	 From God’s Eternal Perspective 
we are already seated in heaven.		
(Eph. 2:4-6)
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Jude 1:24-25 Devotions
❏ Monday - Election Results.	 Jude 1:24-25 
Nothing will humble a man as low as the doctrine of election, for it strips away every 
vestige of human pride that says he had some part in his salvation, and it places the cause 
solely upon the sovereign decree of God. Likewise, nothing lifts our hearts as high as 
the doctrine of election, for when feelings of unworthiness would consume us, we need 
only remember that our salvation depends not upon our worthiness, but upon God’s 
choice to love us.   Read Acts 13:48; Rom. 8:30; 9:10-24; Eph. 1:4-5, 11; 1 Peter 2:9
❏ Tuesday - Chosen in Eternity.	 Jude 1:24-25 
Jesus said, “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to 
Me I will certainly not cast out… And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all 
that He has given Me I lose none, but raise him up on the last day” (Jn. 6:37, 39). God 
has given to His Son “a people for His own possession” (Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 2:9). But 
when did God give them to His Son? It was not the day you were saved, Christian; and 
not even the day Christ died for you. No, we must look back further still: “He chose us 
in Him before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). In eternity past, God chose for 
Himself a people, whom He gave to His Son to redeem. His thoughts of you predate 
Creation itself. O Lord, “What is man, that Thou art mindful of him?” (Psa. 8:4). Selah, 
pause and meditate.	 Read John 6:37-40; 10:24-29; John chap 17
❏ Wednesday - A Mighty Fortress.	 Jude 1:24-25
Paul refers to the Christian’s “shield of faith” (Eph. 6:16), which is to say that we 
“are protected by the power of God through faith,” as Peter says here (1 Pet. 1:5). 
Technically speaking, faith is not our shield, God is. By faith we are protected by 
God (Psa. 3:3, 18:30), who is our fortress (Psa. 18:2), and our bulwark (Psa. 91:4). 
“In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?” 
(Psa. 56:11).	 Read Psalm 56:9-11
❏ Thursday - Your Certificate of Debt is Paid in Full!	 Jude 1:24-25
God is a meticulous accountant. Every one of my transgressions, every trespass, every 
disobedience, large or small, has been recorded upon a certificate of debt, figuratively 
speaking. This spells doom to the unbeliever, but deliverance to the believer. How does 
all this work for my deliverance you ask? God has “canceled out the certificate of debt 
consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of 
the way, having nailed it to the cross” (Col. 2:14). Because His accounting is perfect, 
none of my sins – past, present, or future – were left off that list, all were nailed to the 
cross, the debt was paid in full, the certificate cancelled. “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).   	 Read 1 John 1:8-9
❏ Friday - God is a Great Finisher.	 Jude 1:24-25 
The apostle declares, “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6). God starts nothing He cannot finish. He is both the “Author 
and Finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2, KJV). “And whom He predestined, these He also 
called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He 
also glorified” (Rom. 8:30).  	 Read 1 Corinthians 1:8
❏ Saturday - Seated With Christ in Heavenly Places.	 Jude 1:24-25
Christian, how certain are you that you cannot lose your salvation? “I have my doubts,” 
says one. Well then, how certain are you that Christ rose from the dead and is seated 
at God’s right hand? “O, of that I am certain, for the Scriptures have declared it!” 
My friend, Scripture also declares that when God raised His Son, He “raised us up 
with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:6). 
So certain is your salvation that, from God’s vantage point, you are already raised and 
seated with Christ in the heavenly places in Christ!	 Read Romans 8:30 
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