
John 4:46-54, Daily Devotions
❏ Monday - People Just Need to See Jesus. 	 John 4:46-47 
Our text reads, “And there was a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum. 
When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him…” 
(John 4:46‑47). News of Jesus had spread throughout Israel and many, like this royal 
official, were coming to see Him (cf. Mark 3:7). In our day, when so many gimmicks 
are employed in order to grow the church, we must remember that people just want to 
see Jesus in us individually and in the church corporately.	 Read Galatians 2:20

❏ Tuesday - Pray for Your Children. 	 John 4:46-47 
“And there was a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that 
Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and was imploring Him to come 
down and heal his son; for he was at the point of death” (John 4:46-47). Capernaum, 
which lay along the north shore of Sea of Galilee, was twenty miles east and downhill 
from where Jesus was in Cana. Rather than entrust the errand to a servant, this nobleman 
made the six or seven hour uphill walk himself to appeal to Jesus for the life of his 
son. Many other fathers, even good Christian fathers, have a son, or a step-son, or a 
son-in-law who is dying, not physically but spiritually, a son who may even know the 
facts about Christ, but has no passion for Christ or faith that works. And are you, dear 
father, willing to make the journey in prayer to appeal to the Savior for the life of your 
son? This man did not stop until his request was heard and answered, and we must do 
the same by laboring over our children in prayer. 	 Read Luke 11:5-10, 18:1-8

❏ Wednesday - Growing Our Faith to Pray Bigger Prayers. 	 John 4:47  
“The royal official said to [Jesus], ‘Sir, come down before my child dies’” (John 4:47).  
In this man’s request for Christ’s assistance there were at least two deficiencies: 
[1] He believed that Jesus must accompany him to his home before Christ could heal his 
son (cf. Matt. 8:5-10); and [2] He believed that Jesus only had power before death, just 
as Mary and Martha first thought (John 11:21, 32). Can you see how this man’s limited 
knowledge of Christ limited his request? O how often we diminish God in our prayers 
and underestimate His mighty power! But the chief way to enlarge your knowledge of 
God and thereby grow your faith to ask bigger things in prayer is to read the Bible, for 
faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). 	 Read Ephesians 3:20

❏ Thursday - Walk by Faith, Not by Sight. 	 John 4:48  
Jesus said to the nobleman, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you simply will 
not believe” (John 4:48). The Greek language in this verse employs a strong double 
negative revealing the stubborn refusal of the people to believe in Christ without miracles. 
But Jesus sent this man away with nothing but a promise, “Go; your son lives,” requiring 
the man to believe before he saw the answer. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). Today, Christian, walk by faith and not 
by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).	 Read John 20:24-29; 1 Peter 1:8

❏ Friday - God, Please Save My Whole Family! 	 John 4:53  
“So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him, ‘Your son 
lives’; and he himself believed and his whole household” (John 4:53). This is the first 
example of a whole family believing in Jesus. Later examples include Lydia’s household 
(Acts 16:14-15), the Philippian jailor’s household (Acts 16:34), and Crispus’ household 
(Acts 18:8). Do you wish for your whole family to be saved? Then children must be 
trained in the ways of the Lord while they are still young and tender (Prov. 19:18, 22:6). 
But even if you got a late start and received Christ later in life after you had already 
started a family, there may still be hope. Commit all of your ways to the Lord, and plead 
for the souls of your dear family members.	 Read Psalm 103:17; Proverbs 14:26


