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The Gospel According to 

JOHN

1In the beginning was 

the Word, and the 

Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.

 2 He was in the be-

ginning with God.

 3 All things came 

into being by Him, and 

apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has 

come into being.

 4 In Him was life, 

and the life was the light 

of men.

 5 And the light 

shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not 

comprehend it.

 6 There came a man, 

sent from God, whose 

name was John.

 7 He came for a wit-

ness, that he might bear 

witness of the light, 

that all might believe 

through him.

 8 He was not the 

light, but came that he 

might bear witness of 

the light.

 9 There was the true 

light which, coming 

into the world, enlight-

ens every man.

 10 He was in the 

world, and the world 

was made through Him, 

and the world did not 

know Him.

 11 He came to His 

own, and those who 

were His own did not 

receive Him.

 12 But as many as 

received Him, to them 

He gave the right to 

become children of 

God, even to those who 

believe in His name,

 13 who were born not 

of blood, nor of the will 

of the flesh, nor of the 

will of man, but of God.

 14 And the Word be-

came flesh, and dwelt 

among us, and we 

beheld His glory, glory 

as of the only begotten 

from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.

 15 John *bore wit-

ness of Him, and cried 

out, saying, “This was 

He of whom I said, ‘He 

who comes after me has 

a higher rank than I, for 

He existed before me.’”

 16 For of His fulness 

we have all received, 

and grace upon grace.

 17 For the Law was 

given through Moses; 

grace and truth were 

realized through Jesus 

Christ.

 18 No man has seen 

God at any time; the 

only begotten God, 

who is in the bosom of 

the Father, He has ex-

plained Him.

 19 And this is th
e wit-

ness of John, when the 

Jews sent to him priests 

and Levites from Jeru-

salem to ask him, “Who 

are you?”

 20 And he confessed, 

and did not deny, and he 

confessed, “I am not the 

Christ.”

 21 And they asked 

him, “What then? Are 

you Elijah?” And he 

*said, “I am not.” “Are 

you the Prophet?” And 

he answered, “No.”

 22 They said then to 

him, “Who are you, so 

that we may give an an-

swer to those who sent 

us? What do you say 

about yourself?”

 23 He said, “I am a 

voice of one crying in 

the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight the way of the 

Lord,’ as Isaiah the 

prophet said.”

 24 Now they had been 

sent from the Pharisees.

 25 And they asked 

him, and said to him, 

“Why then are you bap-

tizing, if you are not the 

Christ, nor Elijah, nor

Christ-centered studies resting wholly 

upon the inspired and inerrant Word of 

God as the only infallible rule for faith 

and practice.  
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 “I am afraid for you who go 
ankle-deep into religion and never 
venture further. I am afraid that you 
might return to the shore. But as 
for you who plunge into the center 
of the stream and find waters to 
swim in, I have no fears. You shall 
be carried onward by a current
ever increasing in strength, till 
in the ocean of eternal love you 
shall lose yourselves in heaven 
above.”1

Beware of 
Ankle-Deep 
Christianity
Charles Spurgeon
1834-1892
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Cross Training, Course 1 Doctrine & Theology

 A. One Inspired Word, the Bible.
 B. Two Testaments Complete God’s Revelation.
 C. Three “I’s” about the Bible’s Transmission.
 D. Four Key Principles of Biblical Interpretation.
 E. Five Reasons to Believe the Bible is God’s Word.

1  Jesus is the Fullest Revelation of God.
 • John 1:1, 14, 18 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. … 14 And the Word became flesh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. … 18 No man has seen God at 
any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He 
has explained Him.”

 • Hebrews 1:3 – “He is the radiance of [God’s] glory and the exact 
representation of His nature” 

 • Col. 1:15 – “He is the image of the invisible God”

 • Col. 2:9 – “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form”

 • John 14:9 – “He who has seen Me has seen the Father”

2  Jesus is the Final Revelation of God.
 • Hebrews 1:1-2 – “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken 
to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things…”

One Inspired Word, 
the Bible.

1 THE BIBLE
Five Things You Should Know

• 1 •

A
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N • O • T • E • S

  

Christ, the Living Word
 “In the Scriptures there is a portrait of 
God, but in Christ there is God Himself.  
A coin bears the image of Caesar, but 
Caesar’s son is his own lively resemblance. 
Christ is the living Bible.” 2

Thomas Manton (1620-1677)

•	 Jn.	1:1 - “Word”, Gk, logos, wisdom & will of God.  (cf.  Col. 2:3 

“In Him are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”)

•	 Jn.	1:18 - “explained”, Gk. exogeomia, from it we get our Eng-

lish word “exegesis”. Jesus is the fullest explanation of God.

•	 Heb.	 1:3 – “exact representation”, Gk. charakter. Christ is 

the very character of God. From charasso, to engrave, imprint.

•	 Col.	1:15 – “image”, Gk. icon. Jesus is the only sanctioned 

image of God.

•	 Col.	2:9 – “fulness”, Gk. pleroma, Jesus did not just possess 

a few divine traits, but the fulness of deity.

•	 Heb.	1:1-2 - “The prophets prophesied the word, but Jesus is 

the Word (Jn. 1:1-2; Rev. 19:13), 

    the incarnate Word of God (Jn. 1:14).
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3   The Church’s One Foundation.  
	 	 •	 Ephesians 2:20 – The  Church is “built upon the foundation [i.e. written 

teachings] of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
cornerstone.”

4   Jesus Authenticated Old & New Testaments.
 A. Old Testament. Jesus authenticated the Old Testament by directly 

quoting every book except Esther, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon. 
There are ~121 Old Testament quotations in the four gospels. 3

  • Luke 24:44 – “Now [Jesus] said to them, “These are My words which 
I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are 
written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.”

 B. New Testament.  Jesus authorized the New Testament by personally 
appointing the apostles who gave authority to its production.

  • John 15:16 – “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you”

5   The Bible is the Only Inspired Writing.
	 	 •	 2 Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness”

	 	 •	 2 Peter 1:3 – The Bible has “everything pertaining to life and godliness”

6   Sola Scriptura - The Scriptures Alone!
 A. Church Authority Challenged. In response to the Catholic Church’s 

teaching that the pope and church tradition stand in authority above 
Scripture, the reformers declared Sola Scriptura, the Scriptures alone are 
the Church’s authority! 

 B. Westminster Confession. 

	 	 •	 Chap. 1, Sec. II. – The Bible is “given by inspiration of God to be the 
rule of faith and life.” 4

	 	 •	 Chap. 1, Sec. IV. – “The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought 
to be believed, and obeyed, depends not upon the testimony of any man, 
or Church; but wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the author thereof: 
and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God.” 5
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Luther at the Diet of Wörms, Germany
 “Unless I am convicted by Scripture 
and plain reason - I do not accept the 
authority of the popes and councils, for 
they have contradicted each other - my 
conscience is captive to the Word of God. 
I cannot and I will not recant anything 
for to go against conscience is neither 
right nor safe. Here I stand. I cannot do 
otherwise. God help me, Amen!” 6

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

3  THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION.

  • 1 Cor. 3:11 -“For no man can lay a foundation other than the 

one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

  • Rev. 21:14 - Foundation stones of the New Jerusalem

4  JESUS AUTHENTICATED OT & NT. 

  • 121 OT quotations: Matt. (54), Mark (28), Luke (25), John (14). 

  • For Paul’s appointment, Read Acts 9:1-22; Gal. 1:11-12.

6  SOLA SCRIPTURA.  The Catholic Church responded, 

“the Christians have their paper pope”
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7   Three False Sources of Authority.
 A. The Traditions of Men.

	 	 •	 Colossians 2:8 – “See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men … 
rather than according to Christ.”

  • Mark 7:7-9,13 – “‘But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines 
the precepts of men. Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to 
the tradition of men.’ [Jesus] was also saying to them, ‘You nicely set 
aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.… 13 thus 
invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed 
down; and you do many things such as that.”

 B. Man-Made Religion.

  • Colossians 2:20-23 – “If you have died with Christ to the elementary 
principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you 
submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 ‘Do not handle, do not taste, do 
not touch!’ 23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance 
of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment 
of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.”

 C. Visions, Dreams, Feelings & Emotions.

 	 •	 Colossians 2:18 – “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 
delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his 
stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind”

  • Jerermiah 14:14 – “Then the Lord said to me, “The prophets are 
prophesying falsehood in My name. I have neither sent them nor 
commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false 
vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.”

  • Jeremiah 23:25, 32 – “I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy falsely in My name, saying, ‘I had a dream, I had a dream!’… 
‘Behold, I am against those who have prophesied false dreams,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘and related them, and led My people astray by their falsehoods 
and reckless boasting; yet I did not send them or command them, nor do 
they furnish this people the slightest benefit,’ declares the Lord.”
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Religious Experiences
“No matter how intense our experiences, 
no matter how acute our perceptions of 
what we think God would have us do, we 
cannot be certain God has spoken unless 
our revelation is based on Scripture” 7

James Boice (1938-2000)

N • O • T • E • S

Being Guided by Feelings
“Religious feelings may and do vary so greatly 
from person to person, or even in the same 
person they may vary so widely from one time 
to the next, that it is never safe to trust them.” 8

A. W. Tozer (1897-1963)

A  The Mishnah, Jewish law and TRADITIONS, includes thou-

sands of “fences” around each of the 613 laws in the Torah.

  • Catholic Council of Trent (1545-63), affirmed two modes of 

revelation: Holy Scripture and Holy TRADITION.

B  Currently there are about 10,000 religions in the world.

C  A.D. 610 - Mohammed’s VISION started Islam

A.D. 1820 - Joseph Smith’s VISION started the LDS.
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1   The “Canon” of Scripture.
 A. The term canon is derived from the Greek word meaning “measuring 

stick”. The 66 books of the Bible “are given by inspiration of God, to be 
the rule of faith and life”  9

  •  Old Testament  =   books

  •  New Testament =   books

2   The Old Testament.
 A. Josephus, the noted Jewish historian (c. A.D. 95), testified that Ezra 

gathered the books of the Old Testament canon together during the reign 
of Artaxerxes Longimanus (~400 B.C.). 10

 B. The Dead Sea Scrolls (c. 200-100 B.C.) discovered in 1947 in Qumran, 
northwest of the Dead Sea, gave us 100 fragments from every book of 
the Old Testament except Esther. 11

3   The New Testament.
 A. The books of the New Testament were recognized as inspired Scripture 

upon receipt.

  • 1 Thessalonians 2:13 – “And for this reason we also constantly thank 
God that when you received from us the word of God’s message, you 
accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of 
God, which also performs its work in you who believe.”

  • 2 Peter 3:15-16 – “… our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom 
given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught 
and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.”

 B. John, the last living apostle, finished the Book of Revelation at the end of 
the first century A.D. and by the beginning of the second century efforts 
were underway to gather the 27 books of the New Testament together. 12 

} =      =  The Canon   
       of Scripture
               books

Two Testaments Complete 
God’s Revelation.

6639
27

B
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A Closed Canon
 “Scripture occupies for us an exclusive 
place and performs an exclusive function 
as the only extant mode of revelation … 
it is a closed canon.… This is what the 
finality of Scripture means for us; it is the 
only extant revelatory Word of God.” 13

John Murray (1898-1975)

1  THE “CANON” OF SCRIPTURE.

 39 books of the Old Testament = 24 Hebrew books of canon. 

 (Same books, counted differently)

2  THE OLD TESTAMENT.

  •  Ezra - Priest and scribe, descendent of Aaron, led about 5,000

 Israelite exiles living in Babylon to Jerusalem in 459 B.C.

  • Ezra - probably wrote 1 & 2 Chronicles and Ezra, and 

complied the Old Testament.

  • Qumran - 825-870 scrolls and fragments, discovered from 

1947-1956 in 11 caves.
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4  Church Fathers, Councils & Caesar.
 A. Church councils merely recognized the authority inherent in the books 

of the Bible. Though a few books were doubted by a minority, there was 
great unity among the early churches as to which books were inspired. 
Moreover, no book whose authenticity was doubted by any large number 
of churches was later accepted. 14

 B.  A. D. 240 – Origen stated that the four Gospels, Acts, thirteen epistles of 
Paul, 1 Peter, 1 John, and Revelation were acknowledged by all, but that 
Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, James and Jude were disputed by some.  15

 C.  A. D. 313 – Christianity is legalized by Roman Emperor Constantine at 
the Edict of Milan. (Note: Christianity was illegal before this and so Church 
councils were unable to meet).

 D.  A. D. 330 – Eusebius mentioned that all the books of the New Testament 
were accepted, except James, 2nd Peter, 2nd and 3rd John, and Jude which 
were disputed by some, but recognized by the majority. 16

 E.  A. D. 367 – Athanasius set forth the 27 books of the New Testament as 
alone canonical. 17

 F.  A. D. 397 – The Council of Carthage formalized Athanasius’ list, 
acknowledging what was already in general practice in the overwhelming 
majority of Christian churches. 18

5  Three General Tests for Canonicity. 19

  		A -   .
   Old Testament books had to be written by a recognized prophet/leader of 

Israel and New Testament books had to be written or backed by an apostle. 
For instance, Mark was written under the influence of Peter and the gospel 
of Luke, Acts and Hebrews under the tutelage of Paul.

  		C -   .
   Each book had to give some internal evidence of its 

inspiration, authority, and harmony with the rest of 
Scripture.

  		E -   .
   Each book had to have both early and   

wide acceptance by the early church. 

t
A
t

A
t

Apostolic Authority / Acceptance

Continuity with the Rest of the Bible

Early & Wide Acceptance
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     Think About It

If a genuine apostolic writing were 
rediscovered today, like Paul’s letter 
to Laodicea (cf. Col. 4:16), should it 
be included in the Bible? ?

N • O • T • E • S
4  CHURCH FATHERS, COUNCILS & CAESAR.

  • First Church Council - Council of Nicea (A.D. 325). 

 [a] 312 bishops gathered from throughout the Roman Empire.

 [b] Many bisops (pastors) looked as if they had barely  

 survived a battlefield. 

 [c] Previous persecutions left some with gouged out eyes,   

 hamstrung legs, scorched hands, scarred backs.

5  THREE GENERAL TESTS FOR CANONICITY.

  Church fathers policy “if in doubt, throw it out.” 

Note: Councils used these three tests, but the acronym “ACE” 

is mine, not something a church council formulated.

BELOW: No, because it did not have

 early and wide acceptance.
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6  Is the Apocrypha, in the Catholic Bible, 
Inspired?

 A. The collection of writings commonly called the Apocrypha (from Greek 
apokryphos, “hidden”), written between 200 B.C. and A.D. 100., are 
accepted by the Roman Catholic Church, but rejected by Jewish and 
Protestant people. Catholic Bibles (e.g. The New Jerusalem Bible) contain 
46 Old Testament books, rather than the accepted 39: Tobit, Judith, 1 
& 2 Maccabees are placed after the book of Nehemiah; the Wisdom of 
Solomon and Ecclesiasticus follow the Song of Solomon; and Baruch 
follows Lamentations. In addition, more material is added at the end of 
Esther; and The Song of the Three Hebrew Children (AKA The Song of 
Azariah), the History of Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon have been added 
to Daniel.

 B. The New Testament contains some 260 direct quotations and 370 allusions 
to passages in the Old Testament made by Christ and His apostles, but not 
a single reference to the Apocrypha. 20

 C. A few noteworthy individuals who rejected the inspiration and 
canonicity of the Apocrypha include: the noted Jewish historian Josephus 
(A.D. 37-100); Tertullian, the outstanding scholar of the early third century 
(A.D. 160-230); Athanasius, champion of orthodoxy at the Council 
of Nicea (A.D. 293-373); and Jerome, translator of the Latin Vulgate 
which became the authorized version of the Roman Catholic Church 
(A.D. 347-419). 21

 D. The Apocryphal books contradict themselves, the Bible, history and 
geography. For example, Tobit is said to have lived 158 years (Tobit 14:11), 
yet, supposedly, he was alive back when Jeroboam revolted against 
Jerusalem (931 B.C.), and still around when the Assyrians invaded 
Israel (722/21 B.C.), a span of some 210 years (Tobit 1:3-5). The book 
of 2 Maccabees says that Antiochus Epiphanes died by being “cut to 
pieces in the temple of Nanaea by the treachery of Nanaea’s priests” 
(2 Macc. 1:13-16), but later says that Antiochus was “taken with a noisome 
sickness” and so “ended his life among the mountains by a most piteous 
fate in a strange land” (2 Macc. 9:19-29).

 E. In 1546, the 53 bishops at the Roman Catholic Council of Trent pronounced 
the Apocryphal books canonical, deserving “equal veneration” with the 
books of the Bible and declared anyone that disagreed “anathema”. 

 F. The Reformers took the historical position that “the books commonly called 
Apocryphal, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the Canon of 
Scripture; and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, nor to 
be otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human writings.” 22
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Catholic Doctrines Based on the Apocrypha
• 2 Maccabees 12:43-45 – purgatory

• 2 Maccabees 12:44 – prayers for  the dead

• Wisdom 8:19-20 – Immaculate conception of Mary   
(i.e. sinlessness of Mary)

• Ecclesiasticus 3:30 – salvation by giving alms   
(cf. Tobit 12:8-9, 17)

Other Odd Apocryphal Teachings
• 2 Maccabees 14:42-46 – suicide called “manly”

• Tobit 6:1-17 – burning fish entrails will drive away demons.

N • O • T • E • S

 

THE  APOCRYPHA DOESN’T 
A • C • E  THE TEST

A - Apostolic Authority: NO!

 Never accepted by the church as from the apostles

C - Consistency: NO! 

 Disagrees with itself, history & the rest of Bible.

E - Early & Wide Acceptance: NO

 Added 1500 years after Christ!
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7    39	BOOKS	OF	THE	OLD	TESTAMENT

39
Major Prophets – 5
•  Isaiah
•  Jeremiah
•  Lamentations
•  Ezekiel
•  Daniel

Minor Prophets – 12
•  Hosea •  Nahum
•  Joel •  Habakkuk
•  Amos •  Zephaniah
•  Obadiah •  Haggai
•  Jonah •  Zechariah
•  Micah •  Malachi

Pentateuch – 5
•  Genesis
•  Exodus
•  Leviticus
•  Numbers
•  Deuteronomy

Historical Books – 12
•  Joshua
•  Judges
•  Ruth
•  1 & 2 Samuel
•  1 & 2 Kings
•  1 & 2 Chronicles
•  Ezra 
•  Nehemiah
•  Ester

Wisdom & Poetry – 5
•  Job
•  Psalms
•  Proverbs
•  Ecclesiastes
•  Song of Solomon
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27
27	BOOKS	OF	THE	NEW	TESTAMENT

Try memorizing the names 
of the books of the Bible
by category in order. 

8    27	BOOKS	OF	THE	NEW	TESTAMENT

Gospels & Acts – 5
•  Matthew
•  Mark
•  Luke
•  John
•  Acts

Pauline Epistles - 13
•  Romans
•  1 Corinthians
•  2 Corinthians
•  Galatians
•  Ephesians
•  Philippians
•  Colossians
•  1 Thessalonians
•  2 Thessalonians
•  1 Timothy
•  2 Timothy
•  Titus
•  Philemon

General Epistles – 8
•  Hebrews
•  James
•  1 & 2 Peter
•  1, 2, & 3 John
•  Jude 

•  Revelation – 1
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1   Inspiration.
 A.  False Theories & Biblical Answers.
  1. Natural Theory.  The Bible is Man-Made, Not Supernatural. 

  • 2 Peter 1:21 – “no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but 
men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

  • 1 Thessalonians 2:13 – “And for this reason we also constantly thank God 
that when you received from us the word of God’s message, you accepted 
it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God…”

				2.	 Conceptual Theory.  God Inspired Concepts, Not Words.

  • Matthew 5:18 – “until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter 
or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished.”

  • 1 Corinthians 2:13 – “we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in 
those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words”

				3.	 Cultic Theory.  Revelation Continues Today.

  • Daniel 9:24 – “Seventy weeks have been decreed … to make an end of 
sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place.”

  • Hebrews 1:1-2 – “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 
prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken 
to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things”

	B.	 Orthodox	View:	Verbal Plenary Inspiration.
   That process1 by which God infallibly guided the writing of every word2 

upon the original manuscripts of Scripture, using the author’s own God-
given personality and style.      

  1. The Process – All Scripture is “inspired”, Gk. theopneustos,  
literally “God-breathed”

				2.	 Every	Word – The smallest letter and stroke of the pen is inspired 
(Mt. 5:18).  

Three “I”s about the  
Bible’s Transmission.C
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The Inspiration of Scripture
“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness”

2	Timothy	3:16	 Memory	Verse

Lesson 1 The Bible

N • O • T • E • S

Approach Affects Attitude
 “How different is our attitude toward 
[the Bible] when we approach it as the very 
Word of God, an inspired, infallible rule of 
faith and practice! How readily we accept 
its statements of fact and bow before its 
enunciations of duty! How instinctively 
we tremble before its threatenings, and rest 
upon its promises!” 23

            Loraine Boettner (1901-1990)

1. NATURAL THEORY - atheist view

2. CONCEPTUAL THEORY - liberal view

3. CULTIC THEORY - charismatic view
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2  Inerrancy.
 A. Which Translations / Versions are Inerrant?
	 	 •	 Inerrancy applies to the original manuscripts of Scripture. Though 

no longer in existence, the content of the original manuscripts can be 
ascertained with a high degree of certainty from the wealth of later 
manuscripts. 

	B.	Can	We	Have	Confidence	in	the	Bible	Today?
  1. Preservation.  God has promised that He will preserve His Word through 

all generations.

  • Matthew 5:18 – “For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law…”

  • Matthew 24:35 – Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words shall not pass away.” 

  • Westminster Confession – The Scriptures are “immediately inspired by 
God and by His singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages....”

	 	2.	 Comparative	Analysis.	Good and bad translations of the Bible exist 
in every generation, but each translation can be compared to the wealth 
of Hebrew and Greek manuscripts that God has left to the church. 

3  Illumination.
 A. Help in Understanding God’s Finished Word.
	 	 •	 The Holy Spirit is not inspiring new revelation today, but enlightening 

the minds of believers to understand the Scriptures already inspired. 

  • John 14:26 – “But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all that I said 
to you.”

  • John 16:13 – “But when He, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all the truth …”
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Illuminating Hidden Treasures
 “It is not, I say, by any new revelation 
that the Holy Spirit comforts. He does 
so by telling us old things over and over 
again; He brings a bright light to manifest 
the treasures hidden in Scripture; He 
unlocks the vaults in which the truth has 
long lain, and He points to secret rooms 
filled with untold riches; but He coins no 
more, for enough is done.” 24

         Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892)

N • O • T • E • S

Sealing Our Minds on the Gospel
 “The Spirit, promised to us, has not 
the task of inventing new and unheard-
of revelations, or of forging a new kind 
of doctrine, to lead us away from the 
received doctrine of the gospel, but of 
sealing our minds with that very doctrine 
which is commended by the gospel” 25

                 John Calvin (1509-1564)

  INERRANCY.

Refer to the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (1978).

Signed by nearly 300 noted evangelical scholars, including John 

Gerstner, R.C. Sproul, James Montegomery Boice, 

     Norm Geisler, Francis Schaeffer, and J.I. Packer.
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1   . 
 Though there may be many applications for a given Scripture 

passage, there is only one correct interpretation. Look for the 
plain interpretation.

2   . 
 The Bible is its best own interpreter. “The infallible rule of 

interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself” 26. Simple 
passages should be used to interpret difficult ones and not the 
reverse. From this it follows that Scripture cannot contradict 
Scripture. 

3   . 
 Scripture must be interpreted within the context of the 

surrounding passages, the rest of the Bible, the author, 
audience, culture, times, the type of language, etc.

4   . 
 Let the Bible speak for itself. The peril of proof-texting or 

deductive Bible study is starting with a hypothesis and setting 
out to find scriptural support.

      Four Key 
Principles 
of Biblical 
Interpretation.

There is Only One Correct Interpretation.

The Bible is its Best Own Interpreter.

Interpret Within Context.

Interpret Inductively.

D
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N • O • T • E • S
hermeneutics –

Rules of Interpretation
 “If every man has the right, and is 
bound to read the Scriptures, and to judge 
for himself what they teach, he must have 
certain rules to guide him in the exercise of 
this privilege and duty. These rules are not 
arbitrary.… They are few and simple.” 27

Charles Hodge (1797-1878)

  The science of interpreting the Bible. 

  • HERMENEUTICS - from Hermes, the Greek god who inter-

preted  and delivered to humans what the gods had to say.

1  ONE CORRECT INTERPRETATION - Sometimes requires 

hard work - “Study!” (2 Tim. 2:15, KJV).

2  BIBLE INTERPRETS ITSELF - Cults use obscure passages 

to reinterpret plain ones.

3  CONTEXT - Start with narrowest context, gradually broaden 

the context outward to surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters.

4  INDUCTIVELY - We all have certain presuppositions 

and biases which must be set aside to let the Bible

SPEAK FOR ITSELF!!!
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1   P -  .
 • In A.D. 303, Diocletian killed so many Christians and destroyed so many 

Bibles, that he ordered a coin to be inscribed with the words, “The Christian 
religion is destroyed and the worship of the gods restored” 28. The Bible 
has suffered more attempts to destroy it than any other book in history,  
but is still the most widely published book in the world today.

 • When a French monarch proposed the persecution of Christians and 
destruction of the Bible in his dominion, an old statesman and warrior 
said to him, “Sire, the church of God is an anvil that has worn out many 
hammers. So the hammers of infidels have been pecking away at this book 
for ages, but the hammers are worn out, and the anvil still endures. If this 
book had not been the book of God, men would have destroyed it long 
ago. Emperors and popes, kings and priests, princes and rulers have all 
tried their hand at it; they die and the book still lives.” 29

 • Voltaire, the noted French infidel who died in 1778, said that within 100 
years of his death Christianity would be swept out of existence and pass 
into history. Yet Voltaire has passed into history, while the circulation of 
the Bible continues to increase in almost all parts of the world. Only fifty 
years after Voltaire’s death, the Geneva Bible Society used his press and 
house to mass-produce Bibles. 30

 • Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass 
away.” (Matt. 24:35; cf. Isa. 40:8 )

2   R -  .
 • The Bible, written over a 1,500 year span, by over 40 different authors, in 

three different languages (Hebrew, Greek, & Aramaic), has never needed 
to be edited, yet there is one unified theme – salvation through Jesus Christ. 

 • Compare that to The Book of Mormon which was written by one man 
yet has undergone about 4000 revisions to remove numerous errors and 
internal contradictions. 31

•		P  •  R  •  O  •  O  •  F  •

Five Reasons to Believe the 
Bible is God’s Word.

Preservation

Reliability and Internal Consistancy

E
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Providential Preservation
 “If we compare the present state of the 
text of the New Testament with that of no 
matter what other ancient work, we must ... 
declare it marvelously exact.” 32

B. B. Warfield (1851-1921)

N • O • T • E • S

 

1  P - PRESERVATION - The Bible is the oldest universally 

distributed book in world.

2  R - RELIABILITY & INTERNAL CONSISTENCY.

  • Span of Writing: 

 Genesis (1400 B.C.) to Revelation (100 A.D.) = 1500 yrs.

  • 32 Old Testament Authors - 1 Deliverer (Moses); 1 General 

(Joshua); 1 Patriarch (Job); 1 Priest (Samuel); 1 Scribe 

(Ezra); 4 Kings (David, Solomon, Hezekiah, Lemuel); 

16 Prophets; 3+ Musicians (Heman, Asaph, Sons of Korah).

  • 8 New Testament Authors - 1 Tax-Collector (Matthew); 

1 Doctor (Luke); 2 Fisherman (Peter & John); 

 1 Tent-Maker / Ex-Pharisee (Paul); 

2 Brothers of Jesus (James & Jude); 1 Other (Mark).
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3   O-  .
 • There are more ancient manuscripts of the Bible than any 10 pieces of 

ancient classical literature combined - 33. There are more than 5,300 known 
Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, 10,000 Latin Vulgate, and at 
least 9,300 other early versions. 34

 • The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947, gave us a Hebrew text from the 
second century B.C. of all but one of the books of the Old Testament. 35

 • In comparison, the Iliad by Homer is second with only 643 manuscripts that 
still survive and the oldest complete text only dates back to the 13th century.  36

4   O-  .
	 •	 The facts of the Bible were witnessed by thousands of first-century 

Christian eyewitnesses who refused to recant at the cost of their own lives 
(cf. Lk. 1:1-2; Acts 10:39; 1 Cor. 15:6-8; 2 Pet. 1:16; 1 Jn. 1:1-3) – this 
when “there was no inducement in those days to profess Christianity unless 
one was passionately convinced of its truth” 37

 • Beyond the numerous Christian sources, hundreds of pages of Jewish, 
Roman and other non-Christian historical records back up the accuracy of 
the Biblical events. 

 • Ancient writers declared, “So firm is the ground upon which these Gospels 
rest, that the very heretics themselves bear witness to them” (Irenaeus, 
A.D. 180). 38

 • Nelson Glueck, the renowned Jewish archeologist, wrote, “It may be stated 
categorically that no archeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical 
reference.” 39

5   F -  .
 • The Bible has foretold the rise and fall of kings and their kingdoms 

(e.g. Dan. 2). King Cyrus was prophesied by name 150 years before his 
birth (Isa 44:28-45:1). The exact time of Christ’s birth was foretold 500 
years before it occurred (Dan. 9:24-27).

Overwhelming Manuscript Support

Outside Evidence & Historical Reconds

Fulfilled	Prophecy
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Prophetic Accuracy
     “Only the Divine Mind could have fore-
told the future, centuries before it came to be. 
Hence, we affirm with the utmost confidence, 
that the hundreds of fulfilled prophecies 
in the Bible attest and demonstrate the 
truth that the Scriptures are the inspired, 
infallible, inerrant Word of God” 41

Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952)

Work Date Earliest 
Copy Interval Number 

Copies
New

Testament 40-100 A.D. 125 A.D. 25 yrs 24,000

Homer’s
Iliad 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643

Plato’s
Tetralogies 427-347 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,200 yrs 7

Sophocles 496-406 B.C. 1,000 A.D. 1,400 yrs 193
Caesar’s

Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,000 yrs 10

Shakespeare’s 
Sonnets 1590 A.D. 1609 A.D. 19 yrs 1

N • O • T • E • S

 

  40

5  F - FULFILLED PROPHECIES.

Approximately 2500 prophecies appear in the Bible, 

About 2000 of which already have been fulfilled to the letter.

The remaining 500 or so reach into the future.
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Lesson 1 Review
 1. How did Jesus authenticate the books of the Old and New 

Testaments?  (Page 3)

	 2.	Why did church councils not publish a list of the New 
Testament canon until the fourth century A.D.?  (Page 9)

	 3.	What three criteria did church councils use to exclude non-
inspired books from the Bible?  (Page 9)

 4. Why should the apocryphal books not be included in the 
Bible?  (Page 11-12)

	 5.	What is the technical term to describe the way the Holy Spirit 
inspired the Scripture?  (Page 15)

	 6.	When we speak of inerrancy, which manuscripts are we 
referring to?  (Page 17)

	 7.	How can we have confidence in any translation we have 
today?  (Page 17)

	 8.	What is the Holy Spirit doing with regard to Scripture today? 
What is He not doing?  (Page 17)

	 9.	How many correct interpretations of any given Scripture are 
there? How many applications?  (Page 19)

 10. What is the best interpreter of the Bible?  (Page 19)

 11. What are inductive and deductive Bible study?  (Page 19)

	12.	What five reasons do we have to believe that the Bible is 
God’s Word?   (Page 19-21)

He quoted the OT books and appoint the apostles to write the NT.

Christianity was illegal until 313 A.D. Church councils were impossible.

A-Apostilic authority; C-Consistency w/ rest; E-Early & wide acceptance.

Violate all three criteria of A-C-E.

Verbal plenary (complete) inspiration.

The original manuscripts.

Check them against the overwhelming number of old manuscripts.

Illumination NOT inspiration.

One correct interpretation, many applications.

The Bible itself.

Letting the Bible speak for itself OR Reading our ideas into the Bible. 

P-Preservation; R-Reliability; O-Overwelming Number Manuscripts;   
O-Outside evidence; F-Fulfilled prophecy
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N • O • T • E • S
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 A. “A” is for God’s Intrinsic Attributes.
 B. “B” is for God’s Triune Being.
 C. “C” is for God’s Covenant Character.
 D. Classical Arguments for the Existence of God.

“A” is for God’s  
Intrinsic Attributes.

1   Defining	Parameters	of	God’s	Attributes.

 A.  Intrinsic -

 B.  Communicable -

 C.  Incommunicable -

2   The Holiness of God.

 A.  Set apart - 

 B.  Moral perfection - 

 • Ex. 15:11 Who is like Thee, majestic in holiness 
 • 1 Sam. 2:2 There is no one holy like the Lord   
 • Isa. 6:3 Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts
 • Isa. 8:13 It is the Lord of hosts whom you should regard as holy.
 • Rev. 4:8  Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty

2 WHO IS GOD?
The A  B  C ’s of God’s Character

 Attribute that defines who God is, not just what He does.
 It is an inseparable part of God’s nature.
 Attribute of God that man can share in  
(e.g. holiness - “Be holy, for I the Lord you God am holy” - Lev. 19:2)
 Attribute of God that man can never share in 
(e.g. omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence)

 Transcendent, distinct from His Creation.

 Without error or the possibility of error.

A
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N • O • T • E • S

The Holiness of God
“Holy is the way God is. To be holy 
He does not conform to a standard. 

He is the standard” 42

A. W. Tozer (1897-1963)

1  DEFINING PARAMETERS OF GOD’S ATTRIBUTES.

A. INTRINSIC  - A defining character of God’s nature, 

 which He is incapable of acting contrary to; e.g. 2 Tim. 2:13.

B. COMMUNICABLE - Attributes which comprise the image 

of God in man, restored through regeneration, sanctification 

and glorification, making us “partakers of the divine nature” 

(2 Peter 1:4); e.g.  Lev. 11:44-45.

C. INCOMMUNICABLE - Attributes that transcend the limits 

of creaturely existence; e.g. the “omni” attributes.

2  THE HOLINESS OF GOD.

A. SET APART  - In contrast to pantheism.
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3   God	is	Infinite.

 A. … in Time  a God is .
 •  Psa. 90:2 Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.
 •  Isa. 43:13 Even from eternity I am He
 •  Isa. 57:15 He “inhabits eternity” (KJV)
 •  1 Tim. 6:16 [He] alone possesses immortality
 •  2 Pet 3:8 with the Lord … a thousand years [is] as one day
 •  Jude 1:25 He is before all time, now, and forever

 B. … in Space  a God is .
 •  1 Kgs 8:27 heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee
 •  Psa. 46:1 God is a very present help in times of trouble
 •  Psa. 73:28 But as for me, the nearness of God is my good  
 •  Psa. 139:7 Where can I go from Thy Spirit or …Thy presence?
 •  Jer. 23:24 Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?

 C. … in Power  a God is .
 •  Gen. 17:1 I am God Almighty [Heb. El Shaddai] 
 •  Job 37:23 The Almighty … He is exalted in power;  
 •  Job 42:2  Thou canst do all things, no purpose of Thine can be thwarted
 •  Jer. 32:27 Behold, I am the Lord … is anything too difficult for Me? 
 •  Lk. 1:37 For nothing will be impossible with God.
 •  Eph. 3:20  able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all we ask or think

 D. … in Knowledge  a God is .
 •  1 Sam. 2:3 For the Lord is a God of knowledge
 •  Job 21:22 Can anyone teach God knowledge?
 •  Psa. 139:17 How vast is the sum of [Thy thoughts]!
 •  Psa. 147:5  Great is our Lord … His understanding is infinite.
 •  Isa. 55:8-9 My thoughts [are higher] than your thoughts.
 •  Rom. 11:33 unfathomable riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God
 •  Col. 2:3 in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom & knowledge

Omnipresent

Omnipotent

Omniscient

Eternal
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N • O • T • E • S

 The eternity of God
 “We are creatures of time, and often 
fail to take into consideration the fact that 
God is not limited as we are. That which 
appears to us as past, present, and future, 
is all present to His mind” 43

Loraine Boettner (1901-1990)

3  GOD IS INFINITE.

A. ETERNAL - God lives a dimensionless existence, without 

respect to time and space which were created by Him; e.g. 

2 Pet. 3:8. Eternal - God has no past or future; He appears at 

the beginning and end of time simultaneously.

B. OMNIPRESENT - God is present everywhere at once, 

not in part, but in all of His Being. His infinitude surrounds 

and contains finite creation. 

 How is this different from Hindu / pantheism?

C. OMNIPOTENT - The power of God  to bring to pass 

whatsoever He pleases.

D. OMNISCIENT - God knows everything actual and possible.
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6  God is Sovereign.
 • Psalm 115:3  our God …does whatever He pleases
 • Psalm 103:19 His sovereignty rules over all
 • Romans 8:28 God causes all things to work together for good
 • Ephesians 1:11 who works all things after the counsel of His will
 • 1 Tim. 6:15-16 He is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings

7  God’s Simplicity.    Meaning:

4  God is Immutable.  
 • 1 Samuel 15:29 He is not a man that He should change His mind
 • Malachi 3:6 For I, the Lord, do not change
 • Hebrews 6:17 the unchangeableness of His purpose
 • Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever
 • James 1:17 with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.

5  God	is	Self-Sufficient.
 • Exodus 3:14 Hebrew name YHWH <-- definition

Acts 17:22-26 – “And Paul stood in the 
midst of the Areopagus and said, ‘Men of 
Athens, I observe that you are very religious 
in all respects. For while I was passing 
through and examining the objects of your 
worship, I also found an altar with this in-
scription, ‘TO  AN  UNKNOWN  GOD.’ 
What therefore you worship in ignorance, 
this I proclaim to you. ‘The God who 
made the world and all things in it, since 
He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
dwell in temples made with hands; neither 
is He served by human hands, as though 
He needed anything, since He Himself 
gives to all life and breath and all things; 
and He made from one, every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined their appointed times, 
and the boundaries of their habitation’”

Paul debates the Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers at the 

Areopagus in Athens.

The God Who Needs Nothing

The Essence of God Has No Parts
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The Attributes of God
 He is “the blessed and only Sovereign, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords; who alone possesses 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom 
no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and 
eternal dominion! Amen.”

1	Timothy	6:15-16	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	2	 Who	is	God?

N • O • T • E • S
4  IMMUTABLE - Since God is perfect, He cannot evolve, 

learn, or improve. His nature is subject to no mutations. 

5  SELF-SUFFICIENT / SELF-EXISTENT - As in the eternal 

eons before Creation, when there was nothing but God, even 

now God neither needs nor depends on anything but Himself.

6  SOVEREIGNTY - Absolute control over everything and 

everyone. “No maverick molecules” - Sproul

7  SIMPLICITY - God is not composed of various parts. 

 The three persons in the Godhead are one God. 

 God and His attributes are one.
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1   Hebrew:		khesed –

2   Not an “Omni” Attribute.
 • Psa. 103:11  His lovingkindness is toward those who fear Him.
 • Eph. 5:25  Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

1   Correct and Incorrect Terminology.
   The one true God eternally subsists in three distinct Persons: Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, called the Godhead or Trinity. The Trinity is not three 
gods, nor one God in three parts, modes or progressive stages; but rather, 
one God of one divine Essence who is three with respect to the internal 
distinction of that Essence. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are coequal and 
eternally coexistent; one Being with one mind and will, therefore in absolute 
unity and agreement.

2   Biblical References on the Trinity.
 • Gen. 1:1  In the beginning God… [Heb. Elohim, plural form of El]
 • Gen. 1:26  Let Us make man in Our image
 • Gen. 11:7  Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language
 • Isa. 6:8  Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?
 • Mt. 3:16-17  Jesus baptized, the Spirit descended, the Father spoke
 • Mt. 28:19  baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
 • Eph. 4:4-6  one Spirit, one Lord, one God and Father

“B” is for God’s 
 Triune Being.

“C” is for God’s 
 Covenant Character.

 God’s covenant 
lovingkindness toward His people.

B

C
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Covenant Lovingkindness
“But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from 

everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, 
and His righteousness to children’s children”

Psalm	103:7	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	2	 Who	is	God?

N • O • T • E • S
B  THE TRINITY.

  • The word “Trinity” is not used in the Bible, but was first coined 

by Theophilus, (A.D. 116-181).

  • Wrong view - Modalism, AKA Sabellianism, after Sabellius 

(c. A. D. 215), e.g. Oneness Pentecostals & T.D. Jakes.

  • Wrong view - The cults say the Trinity is hard to understand so 

it can’t be true. 

  • Answer - An infinite God must necessarily possess attributes 

incomprehensible to man’s finite mind, e.g. “omni” attributes.

C  COVENANT CHARACTER.

  • khesed - God’s covenant lovingkindness toward His people,

 therefore not an “omni” attribute, Read Psalm 103:11, 17 
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1  Cosmological. Since the universe (cosmos) could not cause 
itself to come into existence, there must be a cause outside the universe. 
The Bible says that God is the First Cause of all things (Gen. 1:1). 
“All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came 
into being that has come into being” (John 1:3).

2  Teleological. The word “teleology” comes from telos which 
means purpose or design. Even semi-complex design (e.g. a shoe), 
requires a designer (e.g. Nike). When we see the incredible complexity 
of the DNA molecule, or the human brain, or even a single-celled animal, 
reason demands an intelligent designer. Top atheist philosopher Antony 
Flew’s recent conversion to Theism was based largely on this argument. 
“The heavens declare the glory of God…” (Psalm 19:1).

3  Sociological. Historically, most of the human race has believed 
there is a God. Recent surveys show over 90% of people in the world 
today believe in the existence of God or some higher power. Even in the 
scientific western world, only about one person in ten calls himself an 
atheist.  When the atheist says there is no God he is arrogantly saying 
90% of the human race is stupid. - 44 “The fool has said in his heart, 
‘There is no God.’…” (Psalm 14:1).

4  Moral. All people in all cultures recognize some moral code. Right 
and wrong imply a higher standard or law, and this universal law re-
quires a universal lawgiver. “For when Gentiles who do not have the 
Law do instinctively the things of the Law … they show the work of the 
Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their 
thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them” (Rom. 2:14-15).

5  Ontological. The ontological argument is an a priori argument 
for God’s existence based, not on observation or empirical evidence, but 
on reason alone. Because we can conceive of an infinite, eternal God, 
which is beyond the natural conceptions of finite man, God must exist. 
“He has also set eternity in their heart…” (Eccl. 3:11).

Classical Arguments for 
the Existence of God.D

a priori - relating to reasoning or knowledge that proceeds from 
theoretical deduction rather than from observation or experience
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apologetics -

classical apologetics -

evidential apologetics -

presuppositional apologetics -

Classical Apologetics
 “It is often assumed that each argument 
must prove the whole doctrine of Theism; 
whereas one argument may prove one element 
of that doctrine; and other arguments different 
elements. The cosmological argument may 
prove the existence of a necessary and eternal 
Being; the teleological argument, that that Being 
is intelligent; the moral argument that He is a 
Person possessing moral attributes.” 45

               Charles Hodge (1797-1878)

  a defense of the Christian world-view

      Rational arguments, human reason 

and principles of logic to explain the existence of God. Modern 

classical apologists include.  (Hodge, Warfield, Sproul, Gerstner)

        A forensic approach which 

seeks to show evidence from history, archaeology and science 

that the Bible is true. (Josh McDowell, Henry Morris, etc.)

       Attempts to show that 

the unbeliever’s worldview is subjective, irrational, and  

           ultimately immoral. (MacArthur, Schaeffer, etc.)
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Lesson 2 Review
 1. What is an intrinsic attribute of God?  (Page 27)

	 2.	Define a communicable and an incommunicable attribute of 
God?  (Page 27)

	 3.	 List four ways that God is infinite?  (Page 29)

 4. What is the immutability of God?  (Page 31)

	 5.	What is the sovereignty of God?  (Page 31)

 6.	What does God’s simplicity refer to?  (Page 31)

	 7.	What are the right and wrong ways to describe the Trinity?  
(Page 33)

	 8.	Read 1 John 4:8, 16. If love is an intrinsic attribute of God, why 
does God not love all things (cf. Prov. 6:16-19, 11:20, 16:5)?

	 9.	 Summarize the five arguments of classical apologetics.   
(Page 35)

 10. What are three branches of Christian apologetics and what is 
the approach of each?  (Page 36)

An attribute that defines who God is, not just what He does.    
It is an inseparable part of God’s nature. 

An attribute of God that man can share in (like holiness),   
versus an attribute that God alone possesses.

[1] Time, [2] space, [3] power, & [4] knowledge.

God’s unchangeableness.

God’s absolute control over everything and everyone.

God has no parts.

Right Way: One God, Being, Essence / three Persons   
Wrong Way: Three gods, parts, modes or stages.

God is also holy. His love is a holy love,      
therefore God loves righteousness and hates wickedness.

 [1] The universe could not create itself; [2] Design requires a 
Designer; [3] every culture has believed in a god; [4] common laws/morals 
point to a Lawgiver; [5] The concept of God came from the reality of God.

Classical - rational arguments & human reason.    
Evidential - points to history, archeology, probability, science, etc.  
Presuppositional - compares the rationality of different world views
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 A. One Answer for Man’s Identity Crises.
 B. Two Conflicting World Views.
 C. Three “R”s of God’s Image in Man.
 D. Man’s Chief End.

Why am
I here?

What is my 
purpose?

Who 
am I?

1   Man’s Problem.
Man is the only creature with a mid-life 
crisis, depression and suicidal tendencies. 
The explosion in modern psychiatry points 
to the growing problem of man’s identity 
crises and the result has been a myriad of 
self-help books and therapies. But have 
modern psychology and psychiatry helped? 
Is man better off today than in the past? No! 
The older the human race gets, the worse our 
identity crises becomes. Clearly, the world has 
no answers to man’s identity crises.

2   God’s Answer.
God’s Word has real solutions for mankind’s 
problems. The Bible tells me who I am, where 
I came from, why I am here, and where I am 
going. Within God’s will I walk in God’s 
custom made plan for me (Jer. 29:11).

One Answer for Man’s 
Identity Crises.

3 WHO ARE WE?
Understanding the Nature of Man

A
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Answers	to	Life’s	Most	Difficult	Questions
 “The Christian faith engages the pro-
foundest problems the human mind can 
entertain and solves them completely and 
simply by pointing to the Lamb of God. 
The problems of origin and destiny have 
escaped the philosopher and the scientist, 
but the humblest follower of Christ knows 
the answer to them both.” 46

               A. W. Tozer (1897-1963)

1  MAN’S PROBLEM.

  • Man’s psychological problems are often tied to his 

spiritual problem. 

2  GOD’S ANSWER.

  • Who am I?    I am a child of God, created in His image.

  • Where did I come from?    God planned me and made me.

  • Why am I here?    To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

  • Where am I going?    I will spend eternity with God in a new 

heaven and earth created for all of God’s people.
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Two Conflicting 
World Views.

1   Evolution.

•  Basis  Rejection of God.
•  Big Bang: Something from nothing.
•  Man evolved from pond scum.
•  Man does whatever he wants.

2   Creation.

•  Basis  Belief in God.
•  God created all things in 6 days.
•  Man is created in God’s image.
•  Man is accountable to God.

The Impossibility of the Big Bang 
& Evolutionary Theories

•	 The	Law	of	Probability.  The probability of life occurring 
by chance is 10123 = 1 followed by 123 zeros. 47  

•	 The	First	Law	of	Thermodynamics. Matter can neither be 
created nor destroyed by natural processes. So where did the 
universe come from?

•	 The	Second	Law	of	Thermodynamics. Matter and energy 
cannot increase in complexity, as evolution supposes, but tend 
toward disorder. – The Law of Entropy.

B
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A Pandemic Paradigm Shift
 “If man is not made in the image 
of God, nothing then stands in the 
way of inhumanity. There is no 
good reason why mankind should be 
perceived as special. Human life is 
cheapened. We can see this in many of 
the major issues being debated in our 
society today: abortion, infanticide, 
euthanasia, the increase of child 
abuse and violence of all kinds…” 48

      Francis Schaeffer (1912-1984)

1  EVOLUTION.

  • In the beginning there was nothing -- and then it exploded

  • 1996 Pope John Paul II pronounced that evolution is 

compatible with Christian belief.

2  CREATION.

  • Hebrews 11:3 - “By faith we understand that the worlds were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not 

made out of things which are visible.”
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1  R  – Dominion Mandate.
    “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to 

Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’” – Genesis 1:26

2  R  – Moral Discernment.
 “‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ Says the Lord, ‘Though 

your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they 
are red like crimson, they will be like wool.’” – Isaiah 1:18

3  R  – Spiritual Communion.
 “What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you 

also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” – 1 John 1:3

Three “R”s of God’s  
Image in Man.

Man’s Chief End.

 Man’s chief end is to  

 

  49

ule

eason

elationship

 glorify God and 
enjoy Him forever

C

D
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The Image of God in Man

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the 
cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.’”

Genesis	1:26	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	3	 Who	Are	We?

N • O • T • E • S
1  RULE.

  • God rules over man / Man rules over the earth.

2  REASON.

  • This invitation extended to no other creature but man.

  • Animals are amoral creatures, cannot do good or evil.

3  RELATIONSHIP.

  • As sons & daughters (cf. Gal. 4:6)

D  MAN’S CHIEF END.  From the Wesminster Catechism, Q. 1.

  • To glorify God - 1 Cor. 6:20, 10:31

  • To enjoy Him forever - Psa. 16:11, 36:8; Isa. 35:10; Mt. 25:21
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Lesson 3 Review
 1. Why have modern psychology, psychiatry and self-help 

books flourished in recent decades?  (Page 39)

	 2.	What is the basis (driving motivation) behind the Big Bang 
Theory and the Theory of Evolution?  (Page 41)

	 3.	What basic scientific laws does the Big Bang Theory and the 
Theory of Evolution violate?  (Page 41)

 4. Why does the biblical view of Creation not violate the First 
Law of Thermodynamics?  (Page 41)

	 5.	What is the moral impact of the Big Bang Theory and the 
Theory of Evolution?  (Page 41)

	 6.	What is the psychological impact of the Big Bang Theory 
and the Theory of Evolution?  (Page 41)

	 7.	What is the moral impact of the biblical view of Creation?  
(Page 41)

	 8.	What is the psychological impact of the biblical view of 
Creation?  (Page 41)

	 9.	 In what three ways is God’s image reflected in man?  (Page 43)

 10. What is man’s chief purpose in life?  (Page 43)

Mankind’s identity crises, caused by a move away from Scripture.

A rejection of God & any authority that man is accountable to.

Laws of probability and 1st & 2nd Laws of Thermodynamics.

Matter & energy were not created by natural processes, but supernatural.

No accountability, man does whatever He wants.

No purpose or meaning to life. 

Man is accountable to God.

There is a purpose, meaning and design to life.

Three R’s: [1] Rule, [2] Reason, and [3] Relationship.

To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.
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 A. Adam’s Sin Imputed to All Mankind.
 B. Seven Descriptions of Sin
 C. Five Internal Effects of Sin - D •E •A •T •H.

Adam’s Sin Imputed 
to All Mankind.

1   Federal Headship & Imputation.
   God created Adam as the representative or “federal head” of the whole 

human race. Adam so perfectly represented mankind in Eden that he did 
what any person would have done. Consequently, the guilt and pollution 
of Adam’s sin was imputed to all his posterity. That one man should 
represent many is seen in the Fall and the Cross (cf. 1 Cor. 15:22).

2   Sin’s Effect on Adam’s Posterity.
 A. Physical & Spiritual Death. 
  • 1 Corinthians 15:22 - “in Adam all die” 
  • Romans 5:15 - “by the transgression of the one the many died”

 B. Guilt & Condemnation. (More on p. 71)
  • Romans 5:18 - “one transgression resulted in condemnation to all men”

 C. Moral Pollution - Total Depravity. (More on p. 53)
	 	 •	 Romans 5:19 - “by one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners”

 D. We are Natural Born Sinners.
   As a result of man’s fall, sin is present in the life of every individual 

from the point of conception.  
	 	 •	 Psalm 51:5 - “I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother 

conceived me.”

4 THE FALL
Understanding the Effects of Sin

A
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The Universality of Sin
“All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God”

Romans	3:23	 Memory	Verse

Lesson 4 The Fall

1  FEDERAL HEADSHIP.  One man can represent his people.

  • Is it fair that I should be held accountable for Adam’s sin?

  • Yes, it is more than fair, it is the greatest principle in the Bible!

  • If this principle were not in effect, I would still be condemned 

for my own sins, but there would be no one to pay my eternal 

debt. The result: All go to hell.

  • 1 Cor. 15:22 - “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all 

will be made alive.”

2  SINS’ EFFECT ON ADAM’S POSTERITY.

  • Adam’s guilt & sin nature passed on to his descendants.

  • Christ’s righteousness & nature imputed to His people.

(Reason the Fall cannot happen again in eternity)
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3  The Universal Effect of Sin on All Mankind.
 • 1 Kgs. 8:46 - “there is no man who does not sin”

 • Psa. 143:2 - “in Thy sight no man living is righteous”

 • Eccl. 7:20 - “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who 
continually does good and who never sins.”

 • Rom. 3:10 - “There is none righteous, not even one”

 • Rom. 3:23 - “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

4  After Death there are No Second Chances,
  Purgatory or Reincarnation.
 • Heb. 9:27 – “it is appointed for men to die once and then face judgment”

5  No Soul Annihilation, but Eternal 
  Punishment.
 • Dan. 12:2 - disgrace and everlasting contempt

 • Mt. 13:42 - furnace of fire

 • Mt. 25:30 - outer darkness / weeping and gnashing of teeth

 • Mt. 25:41  - eternal fire

 • Mt. 25:46  - eternal punishment

 • Mk. 9:48 - worm does not die / fire is not quenched

 • Lk. 16:24  - agony in this flame

 • Lk. 16:28  - place of torment

 • 2 Thes. 1:9  - eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord

 • Rev. 14:  - the wrath of God in full strength
  10-11 - tormented with fire and brimstone
   - torment goes up forever and ever
   - no rest day and night

 • Rev. 21:8  - lake that burns with fire and brimstone …
      the second death
 
 Note.  Some have taken 2 Thess. 1:9 to mean that hell is a bad place because 

God is absent -- Not so! Hell is unimaginably terrible because God is present 
(Psa. 139:8), pouring out His eternal wrath upon those who reject Him.
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The Wages of Sin
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans	6:23	 Memory	Verse

Lesson 4 The Fall

3  UNIVERSAL EFFECT OF SIN.

  • “Even thoroughbred dogs have fleas” - Anonymous

4  AFTER DEATH NO SECOND CHANCES.

  • Purgatory - Catholic belief in a place of temporary 

punishment for final purification from sin 

 (adopted by Pope Gregory I in 593 BC).

  • Reincarnation - In Hinduism, transmigration of the soul.

5  ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.

  • Soul Annihilation - Belief by some that a loving God could 

not send anyone to hell for eternity, so unbelievers are wiped 

out of existence.
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1  Lawlessness.  Sin is lack of conformity to the moral law of God, 
in act or disposition (i.e. outwardly or inwardly).

 • 1 John 3:4 – “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and 
sin is lawlessness.”

2  Side-Stepping the Law. Gk. parabasis, usually translated 
“transgression”; literally means to “side step” or “step over” the Law.

 • Romans 2:23 – “through your breaking [Gk: parabasis] the Law, … you 
dishonor God”

3  Missing the Mark. Heb. chata – to miss (Jdg. 20:16), go wrong, 
sin; Gk. hamartano – lit. to “miss the mark”. The mark is God’s will as 
revealed in His written Word.

 • Romans 3:23 – “All have sinned [Gk: hamartano]    
and fall short of the glory of God.”

4  Unrighteousness. Sin is a lack of righteousness.

 • 1 John 5:17 – “All unrighteousness is sin.”

5  Rebellion Against God. All sin is ultimately God-ward.

 • Gen. 39:9 – “How then could I do this great evil, and sin against God?” 

 • Psalm 51:4 – “Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, and done what is 
evil in Thy sight, so that Thou art justified when Thou dost speak, and 
blameless when Thou dost judge.” (cf. 2 Sam 12:13)

6  Involves the Conscience. Sin is anything that cannot be 
done in faith that God is pleased.

 • Romans 14:23 – “whatever is not from faith is sin.”

 • Heb. 11:6 – “And without faith it is impossible to please Him”

7  Commission or Omission. Sin is actively committing an 
act that is wrong, or passively omitting or neglecting to do what is right.

 • James 4:17 – “Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and 
does not do it, to him it is sin.”

WRONGWAY

Seven Descriptions
of Sin.B
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An	Unsatisfied	Heart
“Sin is what you do when your heart 

is not satisfied with God”. 50

John Piper (1946-Present)

1  LAWLESSNESS.   Sin is a violation of God’s law

2  SIDE-STEPPING THE LAW.

  • Stepping over or around a fence meant to protect us.

3  MISSING THE MARK.

  • The “mark” is the perfect righteousness required for heaven.

5  REBELLION AGAINST GOD.

  • We may violate others and need to make restitution, 

but technically speaking sin is only against God.

6  INVOLVES THE CONSCIENCE.

  • Some things may be permissible to one and sinful to another 

(cf. Rom. 14:1-3, 22-23; 1 Cor. 8:4-13)

7  COMMISSION OR OMISSION. We can sin by doing nothing.
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  Ephesians 2:1-3 - “You were DEAD in your     
trespasses and sins, in which formerly walked…”

1   D - Deception.
   Sin deceives us into thinking it can provide satisfaction and fulfillment, 

but at best produces only “passing pleasures” (Heb. 11:25).
 • Hebrews 3:13 - do not “be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”

2   E - Enslavement.
  Sin produces an insatiable and irresistible inclination toward further evil, 

stripping man of moral free will, and making him a slave of sin. 
 • John 8:34 - “everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.’”

3   A - Alienation from God.
  Sin produces a breach in relationship, hostility, and alienation from God. 
 • Isaiah 59:2 - “your iniquities have made a separation between you and God”
 • Col. 1:21 - “you were alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds”

4   T - Total Depravity / Inability.  
  Total Depravity - The extent of sin’s effect to every part of man’s nature, to 

all faculties (mind, will, and emotions) and powers of both body and soul. 
 • Genesis 6:5 - “the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on 

the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.”

 • Jeremiah 17:9 - “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately 
wicked”

  Total Inability - The lack of power or proper motivation to seek or serve 
God, apart from Christ. 

 • John 15:5 - “apart from Me you can do nothing”
 • Romans 3:11 - “There is none who seeks for God”

5   H - Hard-Heartedness  
  Sin hardens the heart, sears the conscience, blinds, deafens, and darkens 

spiritual senses.
 • Ephesians 4:17-19 - “walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the 

futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded 
from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of 
the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given 
themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity”

R.I.P.
Five Internal 
Effects of Sin.C
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Total Inability
“As the bird with a broken wing is ‘free’ 
to fly but not able, so the natural man 
is free to come to God but not able” 51

Loraine Boettner (1901-1990)

1  D - DECEPTION.

  • Sin promises pleasure, but results in pain.

2  E - ENSLAVEMENT.

  • Believers can still live like slaves (Rom. 7:14, 23), 

even though they are free (Gal. 5:1, 13; 1 Pet. 2:16)

3  A - ALIENATION FROM GOD.

  • This is the worst effect of sin, but the least appreciated.

4  T - TOTAL DEPRAVITY / INABILITY.

  • Does not mean that a person is a sinful as they could be: Two 

corpses are both dead, but one more decayed than another.

5  H - HEARD-HEARTEDNESS.

  • Each time we sin it becomes easier.
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Lesson 4 Review
 1. What does the Federal Headship of Adam refer to?  (Page 47)

	 2.	 Some say that the guilt of Adam’s sin imputed to our account 
is not fair. Explain why the Federal Headship principle is a 
actually a wonderful blessing?  (Page 47)

	 3.	What is man’s moral state at the time of conception?  (Page 47)

 4. Some people believe in soul annihilation, because they say a 
loving God could not punish anyone eternally in hell. How 
would you answer this objection from the Bible.  (Page 49)

	 5.	How does sin deceive us?  (Page 53)

	 6.	Does the unbeliever have a moral free will?  (Page 53) 

	 7.	Does the believer have a moral free will?    
(Jn. 8:32, 36; Gal. 5:1)

	 8.	How does the Bible characterize the relationship between the 
unbeliever and God?  (Page 53)

	 9.	Why does sin become easier each time?  (Page 53)

 10. What does total depravity mean?  (Page 53)

 11. What does total inability mean?  (Page 53)

Adam represented all mankind in the Garden.     
His actions would affect all of his descendents.

Without this principle Christ could not represent all of His people   
on the cross.

We are natural born sinners.

The Bible says that the duration of heaven and hell is the same: 
“eternal” (Matt. 25:46)

Offers satisfaction, but only gives “passing pleasures” (Heb. 11:25)

No. He is a slave to sin (John 8:34)

Yes. He is free to do God’s will.

“Separation” (Isa. 59:2); “alienated and hostile” (Col. 1:21)

The heart becomes more and more hardened     
and the conscience seared (insensitive).

All parts of man’s nature (mind, will and emotions) are affected by sin.

Man is incapable of seeking for God (Rom. 3:11),    
unless the Holy Spirit imparts faith to believe.
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God’s Eternal
Decree of Election.

1   Certainty of the Decree. By the decree of God, for the 
manifestation of His glory, some men and angels were predestined unto 
everlasting life and others foreordained to everlasting death. These angles 
and men, thus predestinated, and foreordained, are particularly and 
unchangeably designed, and their number so certain and definite, that it 
cannot be either increased or diminished. 52

2   Election. God chose the elect before the foundation of the world 
(Eph. 1:4), and predestined them to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 
to Himself, according to His eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret 
counsel and good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace 
(Eph. 1:5-6), in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing 
riches of His grace in kindness toward them in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:7).  

3   Reprobation. The rest of mankind God was pleased, according 
to the unsearchable counsel of His will, whereby He extends or withholds 
mercy, as He pleases, for the glory of His sovereign power over His 
creatures, to pass by; and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their sin, 
to the praise of the glory of His justice (Prov. 16:4; Jn. 10:26; Rom. 1:24, 
26, 28; Rom. 9:11-13, 22-23; 1 Pet. 2:8; Rev. 13:8). 53

4   Fairness. If it is just that all men should perish on account of their 
sins, then it is just to leave a portion of the race to perish, while the salvation 
of the rest is a matter of unmerited favor (cf. Matt. 20:1-16).

 A. Election E. Propitiation I. Sanctification
 B. Adoption F. Justification J. One Way, Jesus 
 C. Imputation G. Redemption K. Eternal Security
 D. Atonement H. Regeneration L. Romans Road

5 SALVATION
Defining the Christian Faith

A
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Predestination
 “We talk about predestination because the 
Bible talks about predestination. If we desire 
to build our theology on the Bible, we run 
head on into this concept. We soon discover 
that John Calvin did not invent it” 54

R. C. Sproul (1939-Present)

Double Predestination: 

• Involves predestination and reprobation.

• But not positive-positive with respect to God’s action.

• God positively does something in the elect to prepare them 

for eternal life, but does not do something in the non-elect to 

prepare them for destruction (like make them evil).

Romans 9:22-23

22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath 

and to make His power known, endured with much patience 

vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?

23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon 

vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,
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5  A Scriptural Evaluation of Election.
 A. Election is Unconditional.
  • 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 - “God has chosen the foolish things of the world 

to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to 
shame the things which are strong,  and the base things of the world and 
the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify 
the things that are, that no man should boast before God.”

 B. Not Based on Man’s Will or Choice, but God’s.
  • John 1:12-13 - “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who 
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.”

  • John 15:16 - “You did not choose Me, but I chose you”

  • Romans 9:15 - “For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ 16  So 
then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but 
on God who has mercy.”

  • Ephesians 1:11 - “we have … been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will”

  • James 1:18 - “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the 
word of truth”

 C. God Chose the Elect in Eternity Past.
  • Ephesians 1:4-6 - “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined 
us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 
the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace”

  • 2 Thessalonians 2:13 - “… God has chosen you from the beginning for 
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.”

  • 2 Timothy 1:9 - “who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace 
which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity”

  • Revelation 13:8 - “And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, 
everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the 
world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.”
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Unconditional Election
 “Electing love has selected some of the 
worst of men to be made the best. Pebbles 
of the brook grace turns into jewels for 
the Savior’s crown. Worthless dross He 
transforms into pure gold.” 55

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892)

N • O • T • E • S

 

A. ELECTION IS UNCONDITIONAL.

  • God chose the foolish, weak, base, despised, nobodies

  • To put His grace on display

  • So that no one can boast, except in God.

B. NOT BASED ON MAN’S WILL OR CHOICE.

  • The unbeliever’s moral will is enslaved to sin.

  • Only the believer has a truly free will.

C. GOD CHOSE THE ELECT IN ETERNITY PAST.

  • Predestination says that every Christian was 

 a planned (re)birth. Planned from all eternity
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 D. Election is Already Set Before Conception.

  • Jeremiah 1:5 - “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 
you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.”

  • Galatians 1:15 - “But when He who had set me apart, even from my 
mother’s womb, and called me through His grace, was pleased…”

  • Romans 9:10-16 - “And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when 
she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; for though the 
twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order 
that God’s purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of 
works, but because of Him who calls,  it was said to her, ‘The older will 
serve the younger.’  Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’  
What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May 
it never be!  For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ So then 
it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on 
God who has mercy.”

 E. God the Father Gave the Elect to His Son  
to Render their Salvation Absolutely Certain.

  • John 6:37-39 - “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the 
one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. … And this is the will 
of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose not one, but 
raise it up on the last day.”

  • John 10:27-29 - “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; 
and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father’s hand.”

  • John 17:2 - “even as Thou gavest Him authority over all mankind, that to 
all whom Thou hast given Him, He may give eternal life.”

  • John 17:9 - “I ask [i.e. pray] on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the 
world, but of those whom Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine”
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Sovereign Birth
 “As we had nothing to do with our 
physical birth, but received it as a sovereign 
gift of God, we likewise have nothing to do 
with our spiritual birth but receive it also as 
a sovereign gift.” 56

Loraine Boettner (1901-1990)

D. ELECTION IS ALREADY SET BEFORE CONCEPTION.

  • Do Jeremiah 1:5 & Galatians 1:15 apply only to prophets 

and apostles?

  • No. Romans 9:10-16 show it applies to all.

E. GOD GAVE THE ELECT TO HIS SON.

  • God the Father chose a people (the elect)

 whom He gave to God the Son to redeem.

  • All those given to the Son are redeemed, not one is lost, so 

the cross was a 100% success.
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 F. God’s People are Called “the Elect”.   (8x)

  • Matthew 24:22 - “unless those days had been cut short, no life would have 
been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short.”  

  • Matthew 24:24 - “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will 
show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.” 

  • Matthew 24:31 - “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet 
and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end 
of the sky to the other.”  (cf. Mark 13:27)

  • Luke 18:7 - “now shall not God bring about justice for His elect, who cry 
to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?”

  • Romans 8:33 - “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the 
one who justifies”

 G. God’s People are Called “the Chosen”.  (15x)

  • 2 Thessalonians 2:13 - “…God has chosen you from the beginning for 
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.”

  • 1 Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light”

  • Revelation 17:14 - “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb 
will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.”

 H. God Effectually Calls / Draws the Elect.
  • Jeremiah 31:3 - “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I 

have drawn you with lovingkindness.”

  • John 6:37 - “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me…”

  • John 6:44 - “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him …” (cf. John 6:65)

  • John 10:27 - “My sheep hear My voice … and they follow Me”

  • Romans 8:30 - “whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom 
He called, He also justified; and whom He justified, He also glorified.”

  • 1 Peter 1:3 - “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”
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Predestination
 “What doctrine is more emptying, humbling, and therefore 
sanctifying, than predestination? It lays the axe at the root of all 
human boasting. In the light of this truth, the most holy believer 
sees that there is no difference between him and the vilest sinner 
that crawls the earth, but what the mere grace of God has made” 57

Octavius Winslow (1808-1878)

N • O • T • E • S

 

H. GOD EFFECTUALLY CALLS / DRAWS THE ELECT.

  • A general or external call goes out to the whole world 

 through Christian preaching, evangelism and world missions. 

This is the Great Commission. (Matt. 28:19)

  • When the elect hear this general call, God draws them with 

an effectual or inner call to respond, repent, and receive 

Christ. (John 6:44)

  • So effectual is this inner call that 100% of those whom God 

elected, respond and are saved. (Rom. 8:30)
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 I. God must give Faith for any to Believe.
  • Romans 12:3 - “God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”   

(Paul writing to the church at Rome - i.e. Christians) 

  • Galatians 5:22-23 - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.”

  • Ephesians 2:8 - “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God”

  • Philippians 1:29 - “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not 
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake”

  • James 2:5 - Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of 
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised 
to those who love Him?”

  • Acts 13:48 - “And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and 
glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to 
eternal life believed.” f Note the order: appointment, then belief.

 J. Jesus Intercedes Only for the Elect.
  • John 17:9 - “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but 

of those whom Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine”

  • Romans 8:33-34 - “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? … 
Christ Jesus is He who … intercedes for us.”

  • Hebrews 7:25 - “He is able to save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”

 K. God can give His favor / grace to whomever 
He wishes, since the only “wages” He owes to 
anyone is eternal damnation.  (cf. Rom 6:23). 

  • Matthew 20:1-15 - Parable of the laborers.

  • John 5:21 - “the Son also gives life to whomever He wishes.”

  • Psalm 115:3 - “our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.”
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Election
“He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 
In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention 
of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace”

Ephesians	1:4-6	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

Predestination & Evangelism
 “Evangelism and missions are not 
imperiled by the biblical truth of election, 
but empowered by it, and their triumph is 
secured by it.” 58

John Piper (1946-Present)

N • O • T • E • S
I. GOD MUST GIVE FAITH TO BELIEVE.

  • Two lists in Galatians 5: [1] Works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21); 

[2] Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23)  <– Faith in 2nd list.

J. JESUS INTERCEDES ONLY FOR THE ELECT.

 - cf. OT high priest interceded/sacrificed only for Israel.
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1  Progressive Revelation.
 A. Better Address.  Perhaps the final name in the progressive revelation 

of the names of God is “Father”. Apart from just eight OT references, the 
title “Father” is used 264 times in the NT to refer to God. 

 B. Better Standing. To be right with God, as Judge, is the work of justifica-
tion, but to be loved and cared for by God, as Father, requires adoption. 

	 C.	 Better	Confidence.		The stress of the NT is not on the difficulty and 
danger of drawing near to a holy God, but on the boldness and confidence 
with which believers may approach him as children (Heb. 12:18-24). 

2  God’s Motivation.
 A. God’s Unusual Choice.  Unlike the parent who adopts a suitable child 

from an orphanage; God adopted the foolish, weak, base, and despised.
  •  1 Corinthians 1:26-29 - “For consider your calling, brethren, that there 

were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things 
which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God 
has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that 
are, that no man should boast before God.”

 B. Motivation #1.  God’s Everlasting Love for the Elect (cf Jer 31:3).
  • Ephesians 1:4-5 - “In LOVE He predestined us to adoption as sons through 

Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will”
  • 1 John 3:1-2 - “Behold, what manner of LOVE the Father has given unto 

us, that we should be called the sons of God”
	 C.	 Motivation	#2.  God’s Good Pleasure (Psalm 115:3).
  • Ephesians 1:4-5 - “In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through 

Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will”   
Gk. eudokia, “good pleasure” (KJV), “pleasure” (NIV)

	 D.	 Motivation	#3.  The Praise of the Glory of His Grace (cf. Eph 1:12, 14).
  • Ephesians 1:5-6 - “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 

Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise 
of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”

Adoption.B
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A Humbling Doctrine
 “Ah, my friends, this is a humbling 
doctrine. There is no difference between 
us and the children of wrath; some of us 
were more wicked than they, yet God set 
His love on us. We were like the prodigal, 
yet he put on us the best robe. This should 
humble us in the dust.” 59

Robert Murray McCheyne (1813-1843)

1  PROGRESSIVE REVELATION.

A. ADDRESS - God progressively revealed Himself to His 

people over the centuries in part through His names.

B. STANDING.    Before THE Supreme Court:

  • Christ is our Advocate / Defense Attorney (1 John 2:1)

  • The Chief Justice is our Father.

C. CONFIDENCE.

  • Heb. 12:18-21, Ex. 19:16-19- the peril of God’s presence.

  • Heb. 12:22-24, Psa. 16:11 - the pleasure of God’s presence.

2  GOD’S MOTIVATION.

A-B - God’s love for the elect is not conditioned upon anything 

within them (1 Cor. 1:26-29), but is unconditional

C-D - God’s ultimate purpose for our adoption is for 

      His pleasure and praise.
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3  Begotten vs. Adopted Sons.
 A. Christ’s Sonship & Ours. Whereas Christ is the only begotten Son 

of God (Jn. 3:16), believers are sons and daughters by adoption.
  • John 1:12 - “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, even to those who believe in His name”
  • Galatians 3:26 - “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”
 B. Joint Heirs. Though adopted, believers are made fellow heirs with God’s 

only begotten Son of an immeasurable heavenly inheritance (Rom. 8:18; 
1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Cor. 4:17). 

  • Romans 8:14-17 - “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these 
are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to 
fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which 
we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God,  and if children, heirs also, heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ…”

4  Intimate Family Relationship.
 A. Abba.  (ab´ ba)  The Greek abba is derived from the Aramaic ab, 

originally a child’s word meaning “daddy”; however, “Even in the pre-
Christian era the word underwent a considerable extension of meaning. 
It came to replace the older form of address common to biblical Heb. and 
Aram., abi, ‘my father’ … The effect of this widening of meaning was 
that the word abba as a form of address to one’s father was no longer 
restricted to children, but also used by adult sons and daughters. The 
childish character of the word (‘daddy’) thus receded, and abba acquired 
the warm, familiar ring which we may feel in such an expression as ‘dear 
father’.” 60 

 B. Sons vs. Slaves. “In the Gemara (a Rabbinical commentary on the 
Mishna, the traditional teaching of the Jews) it is stated that slaves were 
forbidden to address the head of the family by this title” 61. Yet the Christian 
may address God as Abba, denoting our adoption as sons.

  • Romans 8:15 - “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to 
fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which 
we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”

  • Galatians 4:6 - “And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit 
of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’”
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Chosen by Name
 “God did from all eternity singly and 
distinctly choose, and set his love upon, 
every particular person that ever believes, 

…Therefore it is represented as though 
they were mentioned by name, that their 
names are written in the book of life.” 62

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758)

3  BEGOTTEN VS. ADOPTED SONS.

A. CHRIST’S SONSHIP & OURS.

  • “Only begotten Son” does not mean begotten in time as 

though there were a time in which God the Son did not exist.

  • In mean begotten of the same substance as God, hence God 

Himself. It is a statement of Christ’s true nature and deity.

B. JOINT HEIRS.

 Everything belongs to Christ and we are joint heirs 

with Him!

4  INTIMATE FAMILY RELATIONSHIP.

A. ABBA.  Praying “Dear Daddy in Heaven” is inappropriate.
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DImputation.

1  Definition.
    • Impute: v. 1. To attribute, accredit, or reckon to the account   

of another; 2. To charge with the fault or responsibility.

2  Adam’s Sin Imputed to All Mankind.
 A. Man was Placed in Eden Under a Covenant of Works.

  • Genesis 2:15-17 - “Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the 
garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.’”

  • Hosea 6:7 - “But like Adam they have transgressed the covenant…”

 B. Adam the Federal Head of Mankind. 

   Adam stood as the legal representative or federal head of all those in him, 
i.e. the whole human race. As a federal head, Adam is a type of Christ, 
who was the federal Head of His people, the church.

  • Romans 5:14 - Adam was “a type of Him who was to come”, i.e. Christ

  • 1 Corinthians 15:22 - “in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive”

  • 1 Corinthians 15:45 - Jesus is called the “last Adam”

 C. The Guilt of Adam’s Sin was Imputed to all Mankind. 

  • Romans 5:18 - “one transgression resulted condemnation to all men”

  • Romans 5:19 - “through one man’s disobedience many were made sinners”

  • 1 Corinthians 15:22 - “in Adam all die”

 D. As our Perfect Representative, Adam Acted as we Would.

C
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One for All
 “By an act of His sovereign will, it 
pleased God to ordain that Adam’s relation 
to his natural seed should be like unto that 
which Christ sustained to His spiritual seed— 
the one acting on the behalf of many.” 63

Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952)

1  DEFINITION.   Analogy: Think of a banking transaction 

where funds are transferred from one account to another.

2  ADAM’S SIN IMPUTED TO ALL MANKIND. - ACT 1

A. COVENANT OF WORKS.

  • Good works  life;   bad works  death.

B. FEDERAL HEAD.

  • One acting on behalf of many.

C. ADAM’S GUILT IMPUTED.

  • Original sin: Guilt, condemnation, and a sin nature 

imputed to all of Adam’s descendents.

D. PERFECT REPRESENTATIVE.

  • You and I would have bitten the apple too.
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3  The Sin’s of God’s People Imputed to Christ.
  A. Christ Bore the Sins of God’s People on the Cross. 

  • Isaiah 53:11-12 - “the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, 
as He will bear their iniquities … He Himself bore the sin of many”

  • Hebrews 9:28 - Christ was “offered once to bear the sins of many”

  • 1 Peter 2:24 - “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross”

  • 2 Corinthians 5:21 - “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf”

  B. The Perfect Lamb Felt the Full Weight of Sin.

  • Luke 22:41-42, 44 - “And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, 
and He knelt down and began to pray, saying, ‘Father, if Thou art willing, 
remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done.’ … And 
being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like 
drops of blood, falling down upon the ground.” (cf. Heb. 5:7)

  • Matthew 27:45-46 - “Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the 
land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with 
a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’”

  C. The Debt for All the Sins of All God’s People was Paid in Full.

  • John 19:30 - “When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, 
‘It is finished!’ And He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit.”

  • Colossians 2:14 - Christ has “canceled out the certificate of debt consisting 
of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”

  • Isaiah 53:10-11 - “But the Lord was pleased to crush Him … As a result 
of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied”

4  Christ’s Righteousness Imputed to Us.
  A. Christ’s righteousness is imputed to the believer on the basis of faith and 

he is accounted positionally righteous in the sight of God.

  • Romans 4:5 - “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him 
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness”

  •  Romans 5:19 - “For as through the one man’s disobedience [Adam’s] 
the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 
[Christ’s] the many will be made righteous.”
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Imputed Righteousness
 “The clear message from Genesis to 
Revelation is either go to hell with your 
own righteousness, or go to heaven with 
the righteousness of Christ credited to your 
account by faith alone.” 64

Michael Horton (1964-Present)

Imputation
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, that we might become the righteousness 

of God in Him.”

2	Corinthians	5:21	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

3  SIN IMPUTED TO CHRIST.  - ACT 2

  • Christ, the God Man, experienced an ETERNITY of punish-

ment for ALL of the sins of ALL God’s people in SIX HOURS.

4  CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED TO US.  - ACT 3

  • God did not erase our debt and leave us with a zero balance.

  • With regard to the Christian’s position / standing, 

God sees the righteousness of Christ. (Phil. 3:9)
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1  Old Testament.
 A. OT Atonement was a “Covering”.   The word translated “atonement” 

in the OT is the Hebrew kaphar, which literally means “covering”.

 B. Atonement Requires the Shedding of Blood. Immediately 
after their rebellion, Adam and Eve covered themselves with fig leaves 
(Gen. 3:7), but God took this covering away and gave them a coat 
of skins -- these were likely the first animals to die (Gen. 3:21). Man 
could not stand before God with his own covering. Rather, he needed a 
covering from God -- one that required the shedding of blood. This was 
the beginning of the Old Testament sacrificial system. (cf. Cain & Abel’s 
sacrifices, Gen. 4:3-5)

  • Hebrews 9:22 – “without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness”

 C. Atonement by Substitution.  On Mt. Moriah the Lord substituted a ram 
in place of Isaac, for Abraham’s sacrifice (Gen. 22). Two thousand years 
later, Mt. Moriah was the site of Jerusalem, the Temple (2 Chron. 3:1), 
and Jesus’ death, where once again God substituted His Lamb (Jn. 1:29), 
this time in our place.  

 D. OT Atonement was Only Temporary. OT sacrifices were only a 
kaphar, “covering”, not a removing of sin, “for it is impossible for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). Yom Kippur, 
Israel’s annual Day of Atonement (Yom: “day”, Kippur: from kaphar, 
“covering”), repeated year after year, could not take away sin once for all.

2  New Testament.
 A. Christ’s Atonement Eternally Removes Sin. The New 

Covenant is a better covenant (Heb. 8:6). Old Testament animal sacrifices 
prefigured the substitutionary atonement of Christ (Col. 2:17; Heb. 10:1). 
Whereas OT sacrifices only covered sin, Christ’s atonement takes it away. 
John declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29).

  • 2 Corinthians 5:21 – “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

  • 1 Peter 3:18 – “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 
unjust, in order that He might bring us to God…” 

Substitutionary 
Atonement.D
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Atonement
“He was pierced through for our transgressions, 

He was crushed for our iniquities; 
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,

And by His scourging we are healed.”

Isaiah	53:5	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

1  OLD TESTAMENT.

B. ATONEMENT REQUIRES THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD.

  • Gen. 3:7 - “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 

and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 

leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.”

  • Gen. 3:21 - “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam 

and his wife, and clothed them.”

C. Mt. Moriah = Mt. Zion = Calvary.

D. OT saints were saved by grace through faith (Rom. 4:1-5)

2  NEW TESTAMENT. “He was made sin” - He was made a 

sin offering (or) He was treated as a sinner.
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3  The Extent of the Atonement.
 A. Other Theories of the Atonement.
	 	 1.	 Theory	#1:	Universal	Atonement	(Universalism).  

   This theory supposes that, because God is love (1 Jn. 4:8, 16), He is 
incapable of sending anyone to Hell (Ezek. 18:23-32). God sent His Son 
to die on the cross and effectively “take away” (i.e. pay for / atone for) 
every sin of every person who has ever lived. Christ’s death provides 
universal atonement for all mankind, so that all are actually saved, 
without a single exception and without regard to one’s impenitence 
or disposition toward God. Universalists site John 3:16; 2 Cor. 5:19; 
1 Timothy 2:4, 2:6, 4:10; Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 2:1, 3:9; and 1 John 1:19, 2:2.

÷  Objection. Scripture clearly teaches that all people will not be saved. 
(Dan. 12:2; Matt. 7:13, 25:46; Rev. 14:9-11, 21:8)

	 	 2.	Theory	#2:	Christ	Died	for	All	(Arminianism). 

   Named after Jacobus Arminius (c. 1559-1609), Arminianism proposed 
that, in the name of fairness, Jesus died on the cross for everyone. 
Nevertheless, all are not saved, because all do not believe. In essence, 
Christ died: [1] to take away (atone for) every sin, except the sin of 
unbelief; [2] to make all men potentially savable. Arminians appeal to 
the same verses as Universalists.

  Objection #1.  If all the sins of all unbelievers are “taken away” 
(atoned for), except the sin of unbelief, why then are unbelievers still 
judged and punished for all their sins in hell? The Bible clearly teaches 
that we will be judged for every thought (Heb, 4:12-13), attitude (Jer. 12:3), 
motive (Prov. 16:2), word (Mt. 12:36) and deed (2 Cor. 5:10; Mt. 16:27; 
Rev. 20:12-13).

  Objection #2. The Old Testament high priest did not offer prayers or 
sacrifices for any people, but Israel. Likewise, Christ, our High Priest, 
has no sacrifice or prayers for any but His people, the Church.

  • Christ prays only for the elect: John 17:9; Rom. 8:33-34; Heb. 7:25

  • Christ died only for the elect: (See verses on the next page)

  Objection #3.  If Christ bore the punishment for all people, and those 
who do not believe in Christ must bear their own punishment throughout 
eternity in hell, then God would be unjust, requiring double payment for 
the sins of unbelievers.
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An Effective Atonement
 “I would rather believe a limited atone-
ment that is efficacious for all men for whom 
it was intended, than a universal atonement 
that is not efficacious for anybody, except 
the will of men be added to it.” 65

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892)

1. THEORY 1:  UNIVERSALISM.

  • Does Philippians 2:10-11 teach universal atonement? Explain.

 “so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those 

who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that 

every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,…”

  • Does 1 Cor. 15:22 teach universal atonement? Explain.

“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.”

2. THEORY 2:  ARMINIANISM.

  • The Arminian has something to boast about: i.e. his decision 

to receive Christ.

  • The Arminian believes that since he chose Christ by an act of 

his will, then he can also renouce Him and lose his salvation.
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 Objection #4.  The sin of Adam did not make the condemnation of all 
men merely possible, but was the ground of their actual condemnation 
(Rom. 5:12-21). Likewise, the righteousness of Christ did not make 
salvation merely possible, it secured the actual salvation of those in 
Christ.

  • 1 Cor. 15:22 - “as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.”

  Objection #5.  If Christ died for all men, but all are not saved simply 
because they do not believe, then believing is necessary to make Christ’s 
blood efficacious. On the contrary, faith does not make Christ’s blood 
effective, but is only the proof that His blood is efficacious.

  • 1 Peter 1:18-19 - “you were not redeemed with perishable things like 
silver or gold … but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ.”

  Objection #6.  If Christ died for all the sins of all men except the sin of 
unbelief, then why is their an unforgivable sin? (Mt. 12:31-32; Lk. 12:10)

  Objection #7.  If Christ died for all men, then He poured out His blood 
for those already in Hell at the time of the crucifixion.

  Objection #8.  If Christ died for all man, then He died in vain for 
unbelievers and the cross was, for the most part, a failure, since few are 
actually saved (Mt. 7:14).

	B.	 Particular	Atonement:	Christ	Died	for	His	People.
   • Matthew 1:21 - “He who will save His people from their sins.”

   • Luke 1:68 - “He has … accomplished redemption for His people”

  • John 10:11 – “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down 
His life for the sheep.” Jesus said to others, “you are not of My sheep” 
(John 10:26), i.e. He would not lay His life down for them.

  • John 10:27-29 - “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; 
and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father’s hand.”

  • Acts 20:28 - It is “the church of God which He purchased with His own 
blood.”

   • Ephesians 5:25 - “Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her”
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Extent of the Atonement
 “The Calvinist limits the extent of the 
atonement in that he says it does not apply 
to all persons, while the Arminian limits the 
power of the atonement, for he says that in 
itself it does not actually save anybody” 66

Loraine Boettner (1901-1990)

  OBJECTION 6. According to Jesus, the unforgivable sin is 

blasphemy of the Holy Spirit; that is, attributing the work of 

the Holy Spirit to Satan (Mt. 12:22-32).

  OBJECTION 7.  Even if 25% of mankind actually believed 

in Christ (high estimate), then the cross was a 75% failure.

B. PARTICULAR (LIMITED) ATONEMENT.

  • Christ’s atonement is offered to all, 

 but only effective toward those who believe.
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1   God’s Righteous Indignation.
 A. Wrath, God’s Boiling Rage. 

   All sin is ultimately rebellion against God. Because God is holy, He 
loves righteousness and hates wickedness (Psa. 45:7). God’s righteous 
indignation toward the sinner is described as “burning anger,” “fury,” and 
“wrath” (Gk. thumos, meaning boiling rage; English thermo). 

  • Romans 1:18 - “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness”

  • Nahum 1:2-3, 6 - “A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; the Lord is 
avenging and wrathful. The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, and 
He reserves wrath for His enemies. The Lord is slow to anger and great 
in power, and the Lord will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. … 
Who can stand before His indignation? Who can endure the burning of 
His anger? His wrath is poured out like fire”

	 B.	 Propitiation	Defined.		

   Propitiation refers to that which satisfies, pacifies or appeases anger. 
Until God’s anger toward the individual is propitiated, there can be no 
reconciliation. 

  • Isaiah 59:2 - “your iniquities have made a separation between you and 
your God”

  • Psalm 7:11 - “God is angry with the wicked every day” (KJV)

	 C.	 God’s	Wrath	must	be	Fully	Satisfied.		

   God’s anger and wrath are propitiated only when “every transgression 
and disobedience [have] received a just recompense” (Heb. 2:2), so that 
God’s perfect justice is satisfied and His holiness vindicated. Therefore, 
whereas justification is directed toward man, propitiation is God-ward.

Propitiation.E
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Free From Wrath
 “The great privilege … is to have 
Christ for a propitiation; which is not 
only to free us from God’s wrath, but to 
ingratiate us into his love and favour.” 67

Thomas Watson (1557-1592)

A. WRATH, GOD’S BOILING RAGE.

  • Nahum 1:2-3, 6 - Notice that God’s wrath is not just 

toward sin, but also the sinner.

B. PROPITIATION DEFINED.

  • The satisfaction of God’s justice, by the administration 

of the full penalty for sin prescribed in God’s Law.

  • The pacification of God’s anger and wrath.

  • The vindication of God’s holiness.

Would you want to spend eternity with a God

that did not love justice and judge evil?

C. GOD’S WRATH MUST BE FULLY SATISFIED.

  • No propitiation = No fellowship with God
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2   Propitiation for God’s People.  
 A. Christ is the Propitiation for our Sins. 

   The fury of God’s wrath, aroused by the sins of His people, was propitiated 
on Calvary, having been poured out upon Christ, who suffered the full 
penalty of the Law, on behalf of the elect. 

  • 1 John 4:10 - “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (cf. Rom. 3:25; 
Heb. 2:17; 1 Jn. 2:2)

	 B.	 Calvary	Propitiated	/	Satisfied	God’s	Wrath.	

  • Isaiah 53:10-11 - “But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him 
to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering … As a result of 
the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied”

  • Ephesians 5:2 - “walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave 
Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” 
(cf. OT sacrifices: Ex. 29:18 - “a soothing aroma” – Heb. quieting, 
soothing, tranquilizing)

 C. No More Wrath for God’s People.

   God’s wrath has been propitiated with regard to all the past, present and 
future sins of God’s people.

  • Romans 5:9 - “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.”

  • 1 Thessalonians 1:10 - Jesus delivers us from the wrath to come 
(cf. 1 Thess. 5:9)

 D. Therefore, No More Fear.

  • 1 John 4:17-18 - “By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have 
confidence in the day of judgment … There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who 
fears is not perfected in love.”

3   God’s Wrath Propitiated by the Eternal 
Punishment of those Who Reject Him.

   Those who reject or neglect God’s gracious gift of salvation “will drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the 
cup of His anger” throughout eternity (Rev. 14:10), This is the cup which 
Christ drank on behalf of all those who believe in Him (Mt. 26:39). 
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Propitiation
“In this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son

to be the propitiation for our sins.”

1	John	4:10	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

Christ, Our Propitiation
 “Christ is truly the propitiation for 
our sins because He propitiated the wrath 
which was our damnation. The language of 
propitiation may not be diluted; it bespeaks 
the essence of Calvary.” 68

John Murray (1898-1975)

2  PROPITIATION FOR GOD’S PEOPLE.

  • The fear of the Lord is still a NT concept:   

Acts 9:31; 2 Cor. 5:10-11, 7:1; 1 Pet. 1:17, 2:17; Rev. 14:7

  • The believer fears displeasing God & fears God’s discipline, 

but nevermore His eternal wrath.

3  PROPITIATION BY ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.

  • God’s wrath is propitiated by Christ on the cross 

(OR) by the unbeliever throughout eternity
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1  Definition.	
 A. A Forensic Term. In the Bible, justification is a forensic term.

  • “forensic” - from Latin forensis, ‘in open court, public’.   
Theologically, used to refer to a legal act.

  • Rome confuses justification and sanctification, making  
   justification, not a forensic act, but a moral act.

 B. A Judicial Act of God.

    • Justification is a judicial act of God, based on the substitutionary atonement 
of Christ, in which He declares that all the requirements of the Law have 
been satisfied with respect to the sinner.

 C. Result. 

  • The result is that the sinner is: [1] not penally liable, and [2] entitled to all 
the privileges due to one who has kept the law.

    • Romans 5:9 - “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.”

2  Debt Paid, Not Erased.
 A. The debt against the believer is neither ignored nor erased, but paid in full 

by Christ’s substitutionary atonement on the cross.

    • Col. 2:14 - Christ “having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting 
of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; He has taken it out of 
the way, having nailed it to the cross.”

3  Positional Righteousness.  
 A. Christ’s righteousness is imputed to the believer on the basis of faith, and 

the believer is declared positionally righteous before God.

    • Romans 4:5 - “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness”

 B. Positional righteousness which is imputed at the point of justification is 
not the same as practical (daily) righteousness which must be imparted 
by the Holy Spirit through the process of sanctification (cf. Eph. 4:1). 

Justification.F
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Justification
“Justification by faith alone
is the doctrine by which the

church stands or falls.” 69

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

1  DEFINITION.

A. A FORENSIC TERM.   A legal term.

B. A JUDICIAL ACT.   A declaration by God as Judge.

C. RESULT. 

  • In the U.S. Criminal Justice System, those who have “paid 

their debt to society” may nevertheless remain on a list for 

certain offenses and permanently lose certain privileges such 

as voting, etc.

  • In Christ, the believer’s debt is not only fully paid, but he 

is declared to be in right standing with God and entitled to 

all rights and privileges of one who has fully kept the Law.

2  DEBT PAID, NOT ERASED.  Because God is holy and just.
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4  Justification	is	by	Faith	Apart	from	Works.		
  • Isaiah 64:6 - “all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment”

  • Romans 3:20 - “by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His 
sight”

  • Romans 3:28 - “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from 
works of the Law.”

  • Romans 5:1 - “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”

  • Galatians 2:16 - “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed 
in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the 
works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.”

  • Galatians 3:11 - “Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is 
evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’”

  • Galatians 3:24 - “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to 
Christ, that we may be justified by faith.”

  • Galatians 5:4 - “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking 
to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.”

5  The Relationship Between Faith & Works.
  • Ephesians 2:8-10 - “For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, 
that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.”

6  Three Reasons Works Cannot Save Us.
   Our works cannot save us, because:
 A. The unsaved person is spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1).    

What can dead men do to save themselves?

 B. Even our best works are filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6),    
How can filthy rags commend us to God?

 C. On the cross Christ exclaimed, “It is finished!” (John 19:30).   
What was deficient in Christ’s sacrificial work?
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Justification	by	Faith,	Not	Works
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not 

as a result of works, that no one should boast.”

Ephesians	2:8-9	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

Faith that Works
 “Faith alone justifies, but justifying 
faith is not alone. Good works though they 
are not the causes of salvation, yet they are 
the evidences. Faith must not be built upon 
works, but works must be built upon faith”  70

Thomas Watson (1557-1592)

N • O • T • E • S
• We are saved not by faith plus works, 

 but by faith that works. (James 2:14-26)  

 Cause of Salvation ≠ Works = Evidence of Salvation

• Before Christ our works are not accepted. (Rom. 8:8)

• What will be the Lord’s response be to the cults who offer 

their own works, thinking Christ’s work was not enough?
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1   A Purchase.
 A. Redemption means to buy back or repurchase 

something that has been lost by the payment 
of a ransom (cf. Hosea).

 B. The Bible speaks of “the church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood”  (Acts 20:28).

  • Matthew 20:28 - “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many”

2   The Price.
 A. The wages of sin is [eternal] death (Romans 6:23). To pay an eternal debt, 

a price of infinite value must be paid. Only man can pay man’s debt, but 
only God can pay a price of infinite value. Christ, the God-Man, fulfilled 
both requirements by the payment of His own life on the cross. In six 
hours on the cross, the infinite Son of God experienced an eternity of 
punishment for those He came to redeem.

  • 1 Peter 1:18-19 -  “you were not redeemed with perishable things like 
silver or gold … but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ.” (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:23).

3   To Whom was the Ransom Paid?
 A. Ransom-to-Satan Theory.  This theory teaches that Christ was paid 

as a ransom to the devil to free sinners’ souls. But since the devil was 
unable to constrain Jesus’ divine soul, he was defeated and Christ emerged 
victorious. This view has been taken up in recent years by the Seventh-
Day Adventists and some charismatic teachers.

	 B.	 Sacrifice-to-God.  Sin is a lack of conformity to God’s Law and so any 
transgression is a debt owed to God, not Satan. Old Testament sacrifices, 
which foreshadowed Christ’s final sacrifice, were not offered to Satan, 
but God. Christ offered Himself, not in hell, but in heaven which is the 
true tabernacle of God (Hebrews 9:24). 

Redemption.G
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Purchased by Christ’s Blood
 “The new song of the redeemed is, 
‘Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by Thy blood’ (Rev. 5:9). We can-
not doubt then that, when Paul says, ‘We 
were bought with a price’ (I Cor. 6:20; 
7:23), the price is none other than the 
priceless blood of Christ.” 71

John Murray (1898-1975)

Redemption
“you were not redeemed with perishable things 

like silver or gold from your futile way of life … but 
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 

spotless, the blood of Christ.”

1	Peter	1:18-19	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

N • O • T • E • S
1  PURCHASE. Hosea redeemed Gomer (Hosea 3:1-2)

2  PRICE.  Christ, the God/Man, is the ONLY way God could 

have eternally redeem man.

3  POP-CULTURE: cf. The Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe

To whom was Aslan sacrificed?
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1  Generation – The Spirit’s Creative Power.
   The Agent of Creation.  In the work of Creation, God the Father was 

the Architect, Christ the Creator (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16: Heb. 1:2), and the 
Holy Spirit was the effective agent or means by which Christ created: 

  • Genesis 1:2 - “And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was 
over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the 
surface of the waters.”

  • Psalm 104:30 - “Thou dost send forth Thy Spirit, they are created”

  • Job 33:4 - “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty 
gives me life.” (cf. Genesis 2:7)

2  Regeneration – Spiritual Re-Creation
	 A.	 Definition. Regeneration may be defined as a complete spiritual change 

in which God brings an individual from a condition of spiritual death to 
spiritual life. Regeneration is: [1] not the result of human endeavor but 
the sovereign work of God (Jn. 1:13, 6:63); [2] a work of the Spirit done 
in conjunction with hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17); [3] a once 
for all event (not to be confused with the process of sanctification) which 
produces a whole new life (2 Cor 5:17).

  • Titus 3:5 - “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing by the Holy Spirit.

 B. Biblical Terminology Used to Describe Regeneration.  

  • “born again’ (Jn. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1-3, 23)

  • “newness of life” (Rom. 6:4)

  • “a new creation” (2 Cor 5:17; Gal. 6:15)

  • “the new self” (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10)

  • “passed out of death into life”     
(Jn. 5:24; 1 Jn. 3:14)

Regeneration.H
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Regeneration
“God is the kind of God who will be 
pleased with the one thing I have to 

offer -- my thirst” 72

John Piper (1946-Present)

1  GENERATION.

  • God’s created the universe ex nihlo - out of nothing

2  REGENERATION.  

Being “Born-Again” 

The Bible’s Analogy Between Spiritual Birth (Regeneration) 

and Physical Birth:

  • A baby had no active part with regard to his/her own 

conception for his/her life did not exist beforehand, 

• The Christian had no part in his/her regeneration 

(being born-again), for no spiritual life existed beforehand.
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1  Definition.
 A. Sanctification may be defined as that gracious and continuous operation of 

the Holy Spirit by which He delivers the justified sinner from the pollution 
of sin, renews his whole nature in the image of God, and enables him to 
perform good works. 73

 B. Sanctification is a process which continues throughout this life, though 
it is never fully achieved.

  • Philippians 3:13-14 – “Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid 
hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead,  14  I press on toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

 C. The final change in our sanctification is completed upon Christ’s 
return.

  • 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 – “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52  in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.”

2  Human Responsibility.
 A. Whereas justification is completely the work of God, sanctification 

includes human involvement.
  • Genesis 4:7 – “sin is crouching at the door … but you must master it.”
  • Leviticus 11:44 – “Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy”
  • Rom. 13:14 – “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 

the flesh”
  • 2 Corinthians 7:1 – “…let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of 

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
  • Philippians 2:12 – “work out your salvation with fear and trembling”
  • 1 Timothy 4:7 – “discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness”
  • 1 John 3:3 – And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 

himself, just as He is pure.”

 Sanctification.
(Christian	Growth)I
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Justification Imputed Point in 
Time

Positional
Righteousness

Sanctification Imparted Process Practical
Righteousness

A Joint Work
 “Sanctification is a process through 
which the remains of sin in the outward life 
are gradually removed … It is a joint work 
of God and man.” 74

Loraine Boettner (1901-1990)

N • O • T • E • S
1  The Christian life is a life of change.

  • It begins by change (2 Cor. 5:17) - Regeneration
  • It continues by change (Rom. 12:1) - Sanctification
  • It ends by change (1 Cor. 15:51-52) - Glorification

2  Action verbs describing the Christian life:  

  • fight (1 Tim. 6:12); flee (2 Tim. 2:22); knock (Mt. 7:7)
  • labor (1 Thess. 5:12); pursue (1 Tim. 6:11); persevere (Heb. 10:36)
  • press on (Phil. 3:14); put on (Eph. 6:11); resist (Jam. 4:7)
  • reach forward (Phil. 3:13); run (Heb. 12:1); seek (Mt. 6:33)
  • strive (1 Tim. 4:10); work (Col. 3:23); work out (Phil. 2:12)
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 B. The means whereby our minds are renewed (sanctified) is the Holy Spirit 
working in conjunction with the Word of God (Romans 10:17).

  • John 17:17 - “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy Word is truth.”
  • Ephesians 5:25-26 - “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up 

for her;  that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing 
of water with the Word”

3  God’s	Sovereignty	over	Sanctification.
   Though the Christian is responsible to participate in his own sanctification,  

the process is nonetheless under the sovereign control of God.
  • Leviticus 20:8 - “I am the Lord who sanctifies you”,  

Heb. Jehovah M’Kaddesh
  • Ezekiel 36:26-27 - “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 

within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to 
walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

  • 1 Corinthians 1:7-8 - “… Jesus Christ, who shall also confirm you to the 
end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

  • 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 - “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing 
the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who causes the growth.”

  • Philippians 1:6 - “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 
began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

  • Philippians 2:12-13 - “work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for 
it is God who is at work in you, to will and to work for His good pleasure.”

  • 1 Thessalonians 5:23 - “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, 
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

  • Hebrews 13:21 - God will “equip you in every good thing to do His will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ”

  • 1 Peter 5:10 - “…the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory 
in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”

  • 2 Peter 1:3 - “His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to 
life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him…”

  • Jude 1:24 - “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to 
make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy”
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Sanctification
“Sanctification consists of two parts: 
mortification, or a dying unto sin, and 
vivification, or a living unto God.” 75

Christopher Love (1618-1651)

B. TWO ESSENTIAL TOOLS.

  1. The Holy Spirit - “But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor. 6:11)

  2. The Word of God - “All Scripture is inspired by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16)

3  TWO PILLARS OF TRUTH.

  1. God’s is completely sovereign over our 

sanctification (Phil. 1:6)

  2. The Christian is absolutely requires to work out his own 

salvation/sanctification (Phil. 2:12).
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  • Isaiah 43:11 - “I, even I, am the Lord; and there is no savior 
besides Me.”

  • Matthew 7:13-14 - “Enter by the  narrow gate  ; for the gate is 
wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many 
are those who enter by it. For the gate is small, and the way is 
narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it.”

  • John 10:9 - “I am   the door;   if anyone 
enters through Me, he shall be saved”

  • John 14:6 - “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father, but through Me.’”

  • Acts 4:12 - “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is 
no other name under heaven that has been given among men, 
by which we must be saved.”

  • 1 Corinthians 3:11 - “For no man can lay a foundation other 
than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

  • 1 Corinthians 8:6 - “there is but one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things, and we exist for Him; and ONE Lord, Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.”

  • 1 Timothy 2:5 - “For there is one God, and ONE Mediator also 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”

uONE WAY Jesus.J
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One Way, Jesus
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.’”

John	14:6	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

Currently, there are about 10,000 
different religions in the world today. 

IF all religions lead to heaven, THEN:

• Christ suffered and died for NOTHING.

• Jesus LIED about being the only way to eternal life 
(Jn. 14:6).

• David Koresh, Jim Jones, Mother Theresa and the Dalai Lama 
are JUST AS VALID as Jesus Christ.

• Hindu widow-burning, Aztec child sacrifice, and Muslim 
suicide bombers, etc. are JUST AS VALID expressions of 
religion as Christianity.

77

Christ, The Only Way
“Christ is not one of many ways to
approach God, nor is He the best of 
several ways, He is the only ‘way, 

the truth and the life’” 76

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963)
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Eternal Security
of the Saints.

1  The Basis of Our Security. 
 The eternal security of the saints rests not on the performance or works 

of the individual, but on the immutability of the decree of election, the 
unchangeable love of God the Father, the efficacy of Christ’s intercession, 
and the permanent indwelling Holy Spirit. 78

2  Final Perseverance of the Saints. 
 Those whom God has effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, 

can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall 
certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved. 79

3  The Possibility of Backsliding. 
 Nevertheless, through the temptations of Satan and the world, and the 

corruption remaining within them, Christians may fall into grievous sins; 
and, for a time, continue therein, whereby they incur God’s displeasure, 
grieve His Holy Spirit, and come to be deprived of some measure of 
spiritual comforts, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences 
wounded, hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments 
upon themselves. 80

4  The Assurance of Salvation. 
 It is the duty of every Christian to give all diligence to make his calling 

and election sure (2 Peter 1:10), that his heart may be enlarged in peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit, and in love and thankfulness to God. 81 An entire 
book of the Bible is written that we might know that we have eternal life. 
In First John, the apostle writes, “These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that 
you have eternal life.” (Keyword “know,” cf. 1 John 2:3-5, 2:29, 3:14, 
3:24, 4:8, 4:13, 4:16, 5:18)

K
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More Than Conquerors
 “That the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against the Church of Christ, that Satan is 
unable to destroy a single member of it, that 
the weakest shall be more than conquerors
through Him that loved them, should fill 
us with admiration and adoration.” 82

Arthur W. Pink (1986-1952)

1  BASIS.   Eternal security is a Trinitarian work.

2  FINAL PERSEVERANCE.   Tied to God’s perseverance.

  • 2 Timothy 2:13 - “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, 

for He cannot deny Himself.”

 • Once saved, always saved - TRUE    (If truly saved)

 • If you think eternally secure is a license to sin, 

 then you are not saved. (Rom. 6:1-2)

3  BACKSLIDING.  Biblical Examples:

  • David’s adultery & conspiracy to murder. (2 Sam. 11)

  • Peter’s denial (Mt. 26:69-75); hypocrisy. (Gal. 2:11-14)

4  ASSURANCE.   Life’s most important question:

  • Where will you spend eternity & why?

 God wants you to know for sure!



• 101 •

Cross Training, Course 1 Doctrine & Theology

5   Scripture References on Eternal Security.
 A. God’s Eternal Purpose to Save the Elect Cannot be Thwarted.

  • Romans 8:30 - “whom He predestined, He also called; and whom He 
called, He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

  • Romans 11:29 - “the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable”

  • Ephesians 1:11 - “we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will”

 B. God’s Love toward the Elect Never Changes. 

     • Jeremiah 31:3 - “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I 
have drawn you with lovingkindness.”

     • Psalm 103:17 - “But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from everlasting 
to everlasting on those who fear Him”

     • Romans 8:38-39 - “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

  • Ephesians 5:25 - “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her”

 C. The Elect’s Eternal Position Protected by the Power of God.

     • John 10:28-29 - “I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; 
and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father’s hand.”

     • Romans 8:31- “If God is for us, who is against us?”

     • 2 Timothy 1:12 - “for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced 
that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day”

     • 1 Peter 1:5 - You “are protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

     • Jude 1:24-25 - “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, 
and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great 
joy,  to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever.”
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Final Perseverance
 “Perseverance may be defined as that 
continuous operation of the Holy Spirit in 
the believer, by which the work of divine 
grace that is begun in the heart, is continued 
and brought to completion.” 83

Louis Berkhof (1873-1957)

A  GOD’S PURPOSES CANNOT BE THWARTED. (Job 42:2)

  • Romans 8:30 - An unbreakable chain.

  • 100% of those predestined will be glorified.

B  GOD’S LOVE NEVER CHANGES.

  • Micah 7:18 - “Who is a God like You, who pardons 

iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant 

of His possession? He does not retain His anger forever, 

because He delights in unchanging love.”

C  GOD’S POWER TO SAVE FOREVER.

  • John 10:28-29 - “no one is able” - that includes everyone 

that is someone: the devil, demons, people and me.

  • Contrast: “God is able” (2 Tim. 1:12; Jude 1:24-25)
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 D. Christ Intercedes for His People, so their Faith will not Fail.

    • Luke 22:31-32 - “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission 
to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not 
fail …”

  • John 17:9 - “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but 
of those whom Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine”

  • Hebrews 7:25 - “He is able to save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” 

  • Romans 8:34 - “…Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.”

  • 1 John 2:1 - “we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ”

 E. Christ’s Death Rendered Certain the Salvation of the Elect.

    • John 6:37-39 - “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the 
one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.  For I have come down 
from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 
And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me 
I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.”

 F. God Completes What He Starts.

    • Romans 8:30 - “whom He predestined, He also called; and whom He 
called, He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

   • 1 Corinthians 1:8 - He “shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

    • Philippians 1:6 - “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began 
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

 G. The Spirit Indwells & Seals.

    • Ephesians 1:13 - “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in 
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to 
the praise of His glory.”

  • Ephesians 4:30 - “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.”
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Eternal Security
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 

began a good work in you will perfect it until the 
day of Christ Jesus.”

Philippians	1:6	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	5	 Salvation

N • O • T • E • S
D  CHRIST INTERCEDES FOR HIS PEOPLE.

  • Luke 22:31-32 - This is why Peter repented and not Judas. 

E  CHRIST’S DEATH RENDERED SALVATION CERTAIN.

  • Of all that Christ died for, none will be lost.

  • The cross was a 100% success!

F  GOD COMPLETES WHAT HE STARTS.

  • We do not complete projects for lack of foresight (planning) 

or the power or will to complete them.

  • But God is all-knowing and all-powerful.

G  THE SPIRIT INDWELLS & SEALS.

  • Eternal security is a Trinitarian work by:

 [1] the FATHER’s plan & power;  

 [2] The SON’s intercession; and [3] the SPIRIT’s seal.
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      Combine the verses from Romans 
that you have already learned into a 
complete plan of salvation you can 
share with others.

1  All Have Sinned. (Page 48-49)

 • Romans 3:23 – “All have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God”

2  The Wages of Sin.  (Page 47-50)

 • Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

3  Believe and Confess.   (Page 85-88)

 • Romans 10:9 – “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you shall be saved”

4  Be Transformed. (Page 91-96)

 • Romans 12:1-2 – “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service 
of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect.”

Romans Road  
to SalvationL
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Command to Evangelize
 “The command to evangelize is a part 
of God’s law. It belongs to God’s revealed 
will for His people. It could not, then, in 
principle be affected in the slightest degree 
by anything that we might believe about 
God’s sovereignty in election and calling.” 84

J. I. Packer (1926-Present)

1  ALL HAVE SINNED.

  • “Even thoroughbred dogs have fleas” - Luther

  •   Review the definition of sin, p. 51.

2  THE WAGES OF SIN.

  • “Wages” are something you have earned.

  • “death” = physical & spiritual death, + eternal damnation.

3  BELIEVE AND CONFESS.

  • “confess” - not just saying words, but living under the

   Lordship of Jesus Christ, albeit imperfectly.

4  BE TRANSFORMED.

  • True salvation is a transformation (Greek: metamorphosis)

cf. 2 Cor. 5:17 - a new creation
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Lesson 5 Review
 1. How does election glorify God?  (Page 57, cf. Eph. 1:4-6)

	 2.	 Apart from grace, would God be “fair” and just if every 
single human being suffered eternal damnation?  
(Page 57; cf. Rom. 3:23, 6:23)

	 3.	 How is it “fair” and just that God should elect and save 
some and not all?  (Page 57)

 4. If God did not elect some, how many would be saved?  
(Page 65; cf. Rom. 3:11)

	 5.	 Some say that God elected those individuals that He knew 
would believe in Him. What does the Bible say?  
(Acts 13:48; Eph. 2:8-9).

	 6.	 Does a true Christian think to himself that because he is 
eternally secure he can do whatever he wants?    
(Rom. 6; 2 Cor. 5:17)

	 7.	 What motivations does the Christian who knows he is 
eternally secure have to live a godly life?

  • 1 Cor. 3:11-15 –  

  • 2 Cor. 5:10 –  

  • Romans 2:4  –  

  • Psalm 119:67, 71, 75 –  

  • Hebrews 12:5-11 –

God’s people will praise the glory of His grace.

Yes. All have sinned and earned the wages of eternal death.

Election is more than fair, it is grace, i.e. undeserved favor.

Zero. None seek for God, until God gives one faith to believe.

All who have been appointed to eternal life believe.

No. Such an attitude reflects an unregenerate mind.

       A fiery judgment of our works

 Eternal rewards for good works

   The kindness of God

         Affliction

  God’s discipline
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7. (Reminder about the relationship of faith and works)

 • The Christian is not saved BY good works,

 but FOR good works (Eph. 2:8-10) 

 • Our works cannot save us or keep us saved.

 • We are saved by grace through faith alone, apart from works

 • Where one spends eternity is determined by their acceptance 

or rejection of Christ alone.

 • Good works, service and sacrifice for Christ will be eternally 

rewarded (cf. Matt. 25:14-30 - Jesus’ Parable of the Talents)
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Lesson 5 Review
	 8.	 What criteria did God use to adopt for Himself a people?  

(Page 67)

	 9.	 What three acts of imputation does the Bible describe?  
(Page 71-74)

 10. What did Christ’s atonement do that Old Testament animal 
sacrifices could not do?  (Page 75)

 11. What is propitiation?  (Page 81-84)

	12.	 Why can’t the sinner’s debt be erased or ignored? 
(Page 81-84)

	13.	 Where do works fit with respect to salvation?  (Page 87)

 14. Why could the only payment for the eternal debt of man’s 
sin be Christ, the God-Man?  (Page 89)

	15.	 To whom was Christ’s ransom paid? Why?  (Page 89)

	16.	 What is the difference between positional righteousness 
and practical righteousness?  (Page 85,  93-94)

	17.	 If all religions were equally valid, what does that say about 
Christ’s suffering on the cross?  (Page 97-98)

Nothing in us. He chose us purely out of “the kind intention of His will” 
(Eph. 1:4-5), “for the praise and glory of His grace” (Eph. 1:5-6).

[1] Adam’s sin to all mankind; [2] Believer’s sins to Christ; and  
[3] Christ’s righteousness to believers.

OT animal sacrifices only covered sin.     
Christ’s sacrifice takes it away (John 1:29)

It is the satisfaction of the just demands of the Law, and  
the appeasement of God’s righteous indignation against sin.

God would not be holy and just if He ignored sin.

After. We are not saved by good works, but for good works   
(Eph. 2:8-10).

Only man can pay man’s debt, and     
Only God can pay an eternal debt.

To God, not Satan. Sin is a violation of God’s Law.

[1] Positional righteousness - Christ’s righteousness imputed to the 
believes account (Justification). [2] Practical righteousness - Growing 
in godliness over a life-time (Sanctification).

Christ suffered and died for nothing.
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A. Seven Proofs Jesus is God.
B. The Humanity of Christ.
C. The Hypostatic Union of Christ’s Two Natures.

1  Works.
 • Colossians 1:16 - “by Him all things were created”
 • Colossians 1:17 - “in Him all things hold together”  
 • Mark 2:5-7 - He forgives sin 
 • John 6:39-40  - He raises the dead.
 • John 5:27 - He will judge the world (cf. 2 Cor. 5:10)

2  Equality with the Father.
 • Isaiah 9:6 - “Everlasting Father”
 • John 10:30 - “I and the Father are one” 
 • John 10:33 - “You make Yourself out to be God”
 • John 14:9-10 - “He who has seen Me, has seen the Father”
 • Hebrews 1:3  - “the exact representation of God’s nature”

3  Called “God” in the Bible.
 • Isaiah 9:6 - Mighty GOD
 • Matthew 2:7,10 - only GOD can forgive sin
 • John 1:1,2 - the Word was GOD
 • John 1:18 - the only begotten GOD (NASB)
 • John 5:18 - equal with GOD
 • John 20:28 - my Lord and my GOD
 • Titus 2:13 - GOD and Savior (cf. Titus 3:4; 2 Pet. 1:1)
 • Hebrews 1:8 - of His Son He says … O GOD

Seven Proofs  
Jesus is God.

6 CHRIST’S TWO NATURES
The Deity & Humanity of Christ

A
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The Deity of Jesus Christ
“And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact 
representation of His nature, and upholds all things 

by the word of His power.”

Hebrews	1:3	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	6	 Christ’s	Two	Natures
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1  WORKS - i.e. supernatural works which only God can do:

  • Creation  - Created man 6th day, only in the way before that.

  • Forgiveness - “only God can forgive sin” (Mk. 2:5-7)

  • Resurrection - Jesus, the only dead man who ever raised 

Himself (Jn. 2:19-21, 10:18); I am the Resurrection (Jn. 11:25)

  • Judgement - The Father has committed all judgment 

unsto the Son (John 5:27; Acts 10:42, 17:31)

2  EQUALITY WITH THE FATHER.

  • Heb. 1:3 - Christ is the only authorized image of God

  • cf. Col. 1:15 - “He is the image of the invisible God”

  • cf. 2nd Cmd, prohibition on images of God (Ex. 20:4-7)

3  CALLED “GOD” IN THE BIBLE.

  • Heb. 1:8 - here God the Father is calling His Son God.
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4  Attributes.
 • Matthew 28:18 - Omnipotence – “all authority”
 • John 18:4 - Omniscience – “knowing all things…”
 • Matthew 28:20 - Omnipresence – “I am with you always”
 • Micah 5:2 - Eternal – “from the days of eternity”
 • Hebrews 13:8 - Immutability – “same … forever”

5  Names & Descriptions.
 • Jeremiah 23:5-6 - Lord [Jehovah] our righteousness
 • Matthew 1:23 - Immanuel, “God with us” (cf. Isa. 7:14)
 • John 8:58 - I AM (cf. Jn. 8:24, 18:5-6)
 • Colossians 1:15  - the image of the invisible God
 • Colossians 2:9 - in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells
 • Hebrews 1:3  - the exact representation of God’s nature
 • Revelation 19:16  - King of kings and Lord of lords

6  Worship Jesus Received / Accepted.
 • Matthew 14:33 - disciples in the boat 
 • Matthew 28:9 - two Marys at the tomb
 • Matthew 28:17 - eleven disciples
 • John 9:38 - Man born blind
 • John 20:28 - Thomas
 • Philippians 2:10 - every knee shall bow
 • Hebrews 1:6 - all the angels worship Him
 • Revelation 4-5 - all creation worships Him

7  Jesus’ Own Claims.
  Jesus claimed to be God (Jn 5:18, 8:24) and Messiah (Mt. 26:63-64; 

Jn. 4:25-26).  He encouraged people to put all their hope for eternal life 
in Him (Jn. 3:16). Jesus was either a LIAR, a LUNATIC, or who He said 
he was -  the LORD GOD. - 85 “You can shut Him up for a fool, you can 
spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call 
Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense 
about His being [only] a great human teacher. He has not left that open to 
us. He did not intend to”. 86

Mnemonic

W		•		E						C		•		A		•		N					WORSHIP    JESUS
– Works

– Equality

– Called “God”

– Attributes

– Names

– Worship Jesus

       accepted

– Jesus’ claims
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The Deity of Jesus Christ
Col. 1:15 – “He is the image of the invisible God”

Col. 2:9 – “For in Him all the fullness of Deity   
      dwells in bodily form”

Colossians	1:15,	2:9	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	6	 Christ’s	Two	Natures

N • O • T • E • S

  

1  JESUS’ ATTRIBUTES. Humanity Deity

 Power Human Frailty Omnipotent

 Knowledge Limited Omniscient

 Presence One Place Omnipotent

 Change He Grew Immutable

2  WORSHIP JESUS ACCEPTED.   Who is worthy of worship?

 [1]  NOT Objects (Ex. 20:4-5)

 [2]  NOT Man (Acts 14:8-18); 

 [3]  NOT Angels (Col. 2:18; Rev. 19:10, 22:8-9)

 [4]  God Alone (Mt. 4:10)

3  JESUS’ OWN CLAIMS.

The religious leaders clearly understood Jesus’ claims 

and sought to kill Him (John 10:30-33)
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1  He had a physical birth.    
(Mt. 1:16; Lk. 2:11; Rom. 1:3; Gal. 4:4)

2  He	had	flesh	&	blood.     
(Lk. 24:39; Heb. 2:14; 1 Jn. 4:2)

3  He “increased in wisdom and stature”.   
(Lk. 2:40, 52)

4  He became wearied in body.     
(John 4:6)

5  He required sleep.     
(Mt. 8:24; Mk. 4:38)

6  He was tempted.      
(Mt. 4:1-11; Heb. 2:18, 4:15)

7  He hungered.      
(Mt. 4:2, 21:18; Mk. 11:12)

8  He thirsted.        
(Jn. 4:7, 19:28)

9  He wept.       
(Lk. 19:41; Jn. 11:35; Heb. 5:7)

10  He prayed.       
(Mt. 14:23; Mk. 1:35; Lk. 6:12; Jn. 17)

11  He suffered.       
(Heb. 2:10,18, 5:8; 1 Pet. 2:2,123; 4:1)

12  He was able to die.     
(John 19:30; Phil. 2:8)

Without Sin 
“He… knew no sin”  
(2 Cor. 5:21)

“tempted … yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4:15)

“innocent, undefiled”  
(Heb. 7:26)

“unblemished and spotless” 
(1 Pet. 1:19)

“who committed no sin”  
(1 Pet. 2:22)

“in Him there is no sin”  
(1 John 3:5)

The Humanity 
of Christ.B
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Christ, the God-Man
“He suffered as God because only God

 had the power to save; He suffered as Man 
because only man owed the debt.” 87

Michael Horton  (1964-Present)
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1  PHYSICAL BIRTH.   But supernatural conception:

 Fetal Christ = Divine Nature + Human egg (Mt. 1:18-25)

6  HE WAS TEMPTED.  Two sides to temptation:

   Lust / Sin (James 1:14-15)

 Solicitation to do Evil 

      Resist / Strength (James 4:7)  

 Christ understood temptation better than any person:

 1 Cor. 10:13 - God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 

tempted beyond what you are able”

 MAN:   Limited ability = limited temptation

 CHRIST:  ∞ ability = ∞ temptation 
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1  Westminster Confession.  

  “The Son of God, the second Person in the Trinity, being very and eternal 
God, of one substance and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness 
of time was come, take upon Him man’s nature, with all the essential 
properties, and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin; being 
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin 
Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, 
the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in one 
Person, without confusion. Which person is very God, and very man, yet 
one Christ, the only Mediator between God and man.” 88

2  The Voluntary Submission of God the Son 
to God the Father.

 • John 5:30 - “I can do nothing on My own initiative.  … I do not seek My 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”

 • John 6:38 - “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, 
but the will of Him who sent Me.”

 • John 8:28 - “I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things 
as the Father taught Me.”

  • John 12:49 - “For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father 
Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and what 
to speak.”

 • John 14:10 - “The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own 
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.”

 • Matthew 24:36 - “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”

The Hypostatic Union 
Of Christ’s Two Natures.C
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N • O • T • E • S

Christ’s Two Natures
 “For we affirm His divinity so joined and 
united with His humanity that each retains its 
distinctive nature unimpaired, and yet those 
two natures constitute one Christ.” 89

John Calvin (1509-1564)

1  WESTMINSTER CONFESSION.

  • 117 clergymen, 30 lay assessors, 6 commissioners 

  • At Westminster Abbey, in London, England from 1643-1649

2  HYPOSTATIC UNION.

  • One Person (Christ), 

  • Two distinct natures: 100% God, 100% Man

  • Neither nature increased, not diminished.

3  VOLUNTARY SUBMISSION.

  • Christ voluntarily limited His human nature to only those 

things that the Father desired Him to: [1] say (John 12:49),

[2] do (John 5:30), and [3] know (Matt. 24:36).
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Lesson 6 Review
 1. What divine attributes did Jesus lose at His incarnation?  

(Page 111-114)

	 2.	 What essential characteristics of humanity did Jesus lack?  
(Page 115)

	 3.	 How was Jesus’ human nature different from ours?  (Page 115)

 4. Why did Jesus veil the fullness of His glory / deity during 
His first advent? (Ex. 33:18-20; Matt. 20:28; Phil. 2:5-8)

	 5. Will Jesus’ glory be veiled at His second advent?   
(Matt. 24:30, 25:31)

	 6.	 How many natures did Jesus have?  (Page 117)

	 7.	 What term is used to describe the union of Christ’s two 
natures?  (Page 117)

	 8.	 How are Christ’s divine and human natures joined?  (Page 117)

	 9.	 Which of Jesus’ two natures was resurrected?     
(S - Mt. 27:50; Lk. 23:46; Jn. 19:30  /  B - Jn. 2:19-22; 1 Cor. 15:4-8)

 10. Which of Jesus’ two natures will He retain eternally?   
(Rev. 1:7, 17:14, 19:16)

None. His deity remained fully intact.     
He is 100% God and 100% man.

None. He did not have a sin nature as we do,    
but that is not an “essential” characteristic of humanity.

He was without sin, i.e. He had no sin nature.   

No [imperfect] being can behold His perfect holiness and live.  
He veiled His glory to be a suffering servant and die on the cross.

No. We will see Him just as He is (1 John 3:2).  

Two natures: [1] a Divine nature & [2] a human nature.  

The Hypostatic Union: ONE Person of TWO distinct natures.

They are joined in One Person (Jesus Christ), but they are unmixed,  
so that neither nature is decreased or increased.

Both. Jesus was raised body and soul.    

Both. He is now and forever the God-Man.
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 A. The Person of the Holy Spirit.
 B. The Work of the Holy Spirit.

1  Co-Equality. The Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Trinity; 
co-equal, co-eternal and of the same substance as the Father and the Son. 

2  Not an Impersonal Force. The Holy Spirit is not an 
impersonal force, but fully God, possessing the same mind (Rom. 8:27), 
will (1 Cor. 12:11), and emotions (Eph. 4:30) inherent in the Godhead. 

 • Ephesians 4:30 – “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

3  Active Agent. The Spirit is the effective agent of the Father’s 
power, bringing to pass whatsoever God has willed.

 • Genesis 1:2 – “And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was 
over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the 
surface of the waters.”

 • Psalm 104:30 – “Thou dost send forth Thy Spirit, they [i.e. creatures] are 
created; and Thou dost renew the face of the ground.”

4  Holy. Known especially in Scripture as the “Holy Spirit” (92x), He is 
the effective and only cause of holiness in men or angels. 

5  Focus. With respect to the Trinity, the Spirit works to focus all attention 
and glory upon the Son, who also glorifies the Father (Jn. 13:31, 14:13).

 • John 16:13-14 – “when He, the Spirit of truth, comes…He shall glorify Me”

The Person of the 
Holy Spirit.

7 THE HOLY SPIRIT 
His Person & Work

A
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The	Holy	Spirit:	A	Person,	Not	a	Force
 “Spell this out in capital letters: THE 
HOLY  SPIRIT  IS  A  PERSON. He is not 
enthusiasm. He is not courage. He is not 
energy. … He has will and intelligence. 
He has hearing. He has knowledge and 
sympathy and ability to love and see and 
think. He can hear, speak, desire, grieve and 
rejoice. He is a Person.” 90

A. W. Tozer (1897-1963)

1  CO-EQUALITY.  Called the third Person of the Trinity, 

 but equal in rank and authority with the Father & the Son.

2  NOT A FORCE.  Jehovah Witnesses, Christadelphians & 

 Herbert W. Armstrong say He is a force, not God.

3  ACTIVE AGENT. [1] FATHER: Architect, Design; 

 [2] SON: Builder, Command; [3] SPIRIT: Worker, Execution.

4  HOLINESS.  The primary work of the Holy Spirit is to produce 

holiness in believers, hence his primary name: “Holy Spirit.

5  FOCUS.  Any true “Holy Spirit Movement” will point 

to Christ.
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1  The Work of the Spirit in God’s Word.
 • He Inspired its Authors  .................................2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20-21

 • He Illuminates its Readers  ....................1 Cor. 2:12-14; Jn. 14:26, 16:13

2  The Work of the Spirit in Redemption.
 • He Convicts   ...................................................John 16:8-11; 1 Thess. 1:5

 • He Regenerates  ........................................................ John 6:63; Titus 3:5

 • He Baptizes  ................................ 1 Cor. 12:13; John 7:37-39; Matt. 3:11

 • He Seals  ..........  2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13-14, 4:30; 1 Jn. 4:13; John 14:16

 • He Indwells  .................................... Rom. 8:9,11; 1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:22

3  The	Work	of	the	Spirit	in	Sanctification.
 • He Assures God’s People of their Adoption  .......Rom. 8:16-17; Gal. 4:6

 • He Sanctifies God’s People  .....................................................1 Peter 1:2

 • He Helps God’s People Mortify the Flesh  .............Rom. 8:13; Gal. 5:16

 • He Fills / Controls God’s People  ..........Eph. 5:18; Acts 2:4, 4:31, 13:52

 • He Strengthens / Empowers God’s People  ...............Acts 1:8; Eph. 3:16

 • He Helps God’s People to Pray  ............Rom. 8:26; Eph. 6:18; Jude 1:20

 • He Helps God’s People to Worship  ............................................ Phil. 3:3

 • He Produces the Fruit of Spirit  ........Gal. 5:22-23; Rom. 14:17; Col. 1:8

 • He Gives the Gifts of the Spirit  ........................................ 1 Cor. 12:4, 11

 • He Helps God’s People Witness    ..... Jn. 15:26; 1 Jn. 5:7; Acts 1:8, 4:31

 • He Leads God’s People  ..........................................Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18

 • He is the Church’s Bond of Unity  .........2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 4:3; Phil. 2:1

The Work of the
Holy Spirit.B
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The Spirit Seals God’s People
“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation -- having also 
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit 
of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance”

Ephesians	1:13-14	 Memory	Verse

Lesson	7	 The	Holy	Spirit

N • O • T • E • S

  

1  THE WORK IN GOD’S WORD.  

  • Today the Holy Spirit Illuminates, but DOES NOT Inspire.

2  THE WORK IN REDEMPTION. 

  • Regenerates = Gives faith (Gal. 5:22-23); life (John 6:63).

  • Baptism of the Holy Spirit = All believers (1 Cor. 12:13)

One condition = faith in Christ (John 7:38-39)

  • Sealed = eternally secure (Eph. 4:30).

  • Indwells = Without the Holy Spirit we do not belong to God.

3  THE WORK IN SANCTIFICATION. 

  • Filled = Voluntarily under influence of the Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

  • Leads/Guides = Illuminates the infallible Word of God.
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Lesson 7 Review
 1. What is the Holy Spirit’s rank within the Trinity?  

(Page 121)

	 2.	 By what characteristic is the Spirit primarily known in the 
New Testament?  (Page 121)

	 3.	 What is the Holy Spirit’s primary work in God’s people?  
 (Page 121)

 4. What is the Holy Spirit’s primary focus with regard to the 
other Persons of the Trinity?  (Page 121)

	 5.	 Who is baptized with the Holy Spirit? (1 Cor. 12:13)

	 6.	 Can one be saved without being baptized in the Spirit? 
(Romans 8:9)

	 7.	 What is the ONE condition to be baptized in the Holy Spirit? 
(John 7:38-39)

	 8.	 By what infallible means does the Holy Spirit guide God’s 
people today? (Page 123)

	 9.	 What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?   
(Page 123)

 10. How does the Holy Spirit keep God’s people eternally secure? 
(Page 123)

He is called the third Person of the Trinity, but He is equal in rank and 
authority with the Father & the Son.

His Holiness: He is called the Holy Spirit (92x).   
 

To produce holiness.      

To focus all attention and glory upon the Son, who glorifies the Father.

All believers.       

No. Without the Holy Spirit we do not belong to God.   

Faith in Jesus Christ.      

By illuminating the Holy Scriptures.    

It means to be voluntarily under the influence of the Spirit.  

He seals us unto the Day of Redemption.
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 What are four foundations of the 
Christion life?

 What are the essential elements of 
effective prayer?

 What are the arguments of prayer?

 What are seven responsibilities of a 
good church?

 What are ten elements of effective 
evangelism?

 What is the difference between true and 
false repentance?

 What is the fear of the Lord? Should 
Christian’s fear the Lord?

 How is Christianity a change of life?

 Answers to these and many more of life’s 
most important questions are explored in 
seven biblically-based lessons, written to 
help Christians know what they believe 
and why they believe it, and to equip them 
to share their faith accurately with others.

“The	sum	of	Thy	Word	is	truth”	-	Psa.	119:160
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